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7Therefore, brothers, be patient until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 

valuable harvest from the ground, patiently waiting for it, until it receives the early and late rain. 
8You be patient too. Strengthen your hearts because the coming of the Lord is near. 9Do not 

complain about one another, brothers, so that you will not be judged. Look! The Judge is standing at 

the doors! 10Brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord as an example of suffering 

with patient endurance. 11See, we consider those who endured to be blessed. You have heard of the 

patient endurance of Job and have seen what the Lord did in the end, because the Lord is especially 

compassionate and merciful. 

 

Do you remember what is was like as a child that last week before Christmas? Every 

day you thought less about the world around you, and more about Christmas day. Do you 

remember the anticipation, the excitement? How hard it was to be patient because you 

knew something good was coming. Yet, our parents would keep reminding us, be patient, 

Christmas will be here soon. As we wait for the second coming of our Savior, God gently 

reminds us to be patient. 

Theme: Be patient while waiting for Jesus. 

           I. Be patient with your Christian brothers and sisters. 

          II. Be patient in the face of suffering. 

During this time of Advent, as we prepare for our Savior’s second coming, we want to 

be patient with our fellow Christian. We need patience because in this time of waiting we 

are all growing and maturing in our Christian faith. James compares the patience we need 

with that of a farmer who plants the seed and then waits for the crops to grow. The farmer 

realizes that crops do not grow overnight. Plants do not all grow at the same rate, and they 

do not all produce fruit in the same way. Wheat produces differently than apples, and 

apples produce differently than grapes. So the farmer needs to be patient, waiting for the 

plants to grow and produce fruit. Yet as he waits patiently, he still remains active, 

preparing for the harvest. He cultivates the soil. He removes the weeds. He waters and 

cares for the plants. 

As we mature in our faith we each grow at different rates and produce fruit in 

different ways. Just like different plants not all Christians produce the same fruit, and not 

everyone produces fruits of faith in exactly the same way. We need to recognize these 

differences and be patient with each other. Yet, in our patience we still remain active. We 

remain active in God’s Word, strengthening our own faith so that we can produce fruit. 

We use God’s Word in nurturing the weak so they may grow in their faith. We also use the 

Word to feed those who are strong in their faith so they can continue to produce fruits of 

love for their Lord. 

But different levels of Christian maturity can cause problems because of sin. Whether 

it is because of Satan’s prodding, or our sinful nature’s arrogance, patience often gives way 

to complaining. James warns against this. He says, “Do not complain about one another, 
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brothers, so that you will not be judged” (v. 9). This complaining against our Christian 

brothers and sisters is never constructive. We may find ourselves complaining when 

people don’t grow as fast as we do. Perhaps there is a portion of Scripture that they do not 

understand as well as us, so they don’t produce the fruit we expect them to. We complain 

at their lack of understanding. We may even complain about those who are more mature 

in their faith. Maybe we misunderstand a portion of Scripture or have acted sinfully. 

When someone stronger in their faith corrects us, what do we tend to do? Complain. We 

complain about their rebuke even though they are reaching out to us for our good and 

what they are saying is good and right. This complaining against our fellow Christians is 

breaking God’s law; the law which Jesus summarized as “Love your neighbor as 

yourself” (Matthew 22:39). We are sinning by judging the hearts of others, something only 

God has the right to do. This sinful complaining only brings judgment. What may seem 

like such a “little sin” is a sin that condemns us to eternal punishment. 

Thankfully, God does not leave us to suffer in our sins. As James says, “the Lord is 

especially compassionate and merciful” (v. 11). Instead of punishing us as we deserved, 

God displayed his love in Christ. He displayed his compassion at Christmas by sending 

his Son into this sin darkened world. God displayed his mercy at the cross where the 

blood of his Son purifies us from all of our sins; from all of our sinful complaining. And 

even after Jesus rose from the dead and ascended back into heaven, God continues 

showing us the fullness of his compassion and mercy, by sending his promised Holy 

Spirit. Through his Spirit God not only give us faith, but he gives us the power to be 

patient with our brothers and sister in Christ. The Holy Spirit works in us the desire to 

forgive others just as God forgives us. 

Now this does not mean that patience is going come easily. We still have a sinful 

nature to wrestle with. We still live in a sinful world full of sinful people. Many of those 

people hate God and hate the fact that we believe in God. The sinful actions of others 

cause us suffering. Yet God uses this suffering for our good. Our heavenly Father asks us 

to be patient in the face of suffering. 

When it comes to having such patience James tells us to look at the example of the Old 

Testament prophets. Men like Jeremiah, who the Jews tried to kill by throwing him into a 

dried up well because he was proclaiming God’s word. Or Habakkuk who kept asking 

why the wicked continue to thrive and torment God’s believers. The prophets proclaimed 

the coming of the Messiah, and many of them suffered because of that message. The writer 

to the Hebrews describes their suffering this way, “They were stoned; they were sawed in 

two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and 

goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated […]” (Hebrews 11:37). That was the 

suffering that many of the Old Testament prophets faced. 

We, too, will face persecution because we carry with us the name of Christ. Sometimes 

that persecution will be subtle, like when people around us promote sinful behavior 
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because they know we believe God when he says it is wrong. Persecution can also be very 

open. Such as when people openly ridicule what we believe trying to embarrass and 

belittle us. They do that because they are trying to get us to stop proclaiming the word of 

Christ. We may wonder why God does not do something about these people. Why doesn’t 

God wipe them out and spare his people such persecution? When we face such troubles 

God says to us, “Be patient.” 

God wants us to be patient because Jesus, our Judge, is returning soon. How soon? 

James says, “The Judge is standing at the door” (v.9b)! That door to Judgment Day, is 

right in front of us. All the signs Jesus said would happen before he returns, they have all 

happened. Now we are just waiting for that door to be opened. We may be tempted to 

think that Jesus has a long way to go before he reaches the door, but that is not the picture 

that James gives us. According to James, Jesus is already there! He is standing right in 

front of the door ready to reach out his hand and open it. If Jesus was already at the door 

when James wrote these words, then how come Jesus has not opened the door yet? He has 

not opened it yet because, “He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 

everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 

Jesus knows, once the door is open there is no more opportunity for repentance. There 

is no more time for people to hear about Jesus and come to faith in him. The only thing left 

to happen when that door to Judgment Day opens is for people to either go to heaven or to 

hell. There is no longer anything that can change their eternal destination. So Jesus ever so 

patiently waits for people to come to faith in him. 

For those of us who patiently wait for Jesus return, Jesus rewards us. He rewards our 

perseverance with blessings. Some of those blessing we receive right now. The peace of 

Christ’s forgiveness, the joy of Christian fellowship, and the hope of eternal life. Some 

blessings he will reward us with later, such as the blessing of heaven. We know the good 

things that are to come, so we wait patiently for them. 

And as we wait, we also continue to work, and that work is done with a sense of 

urgency. We do not know when the door to Judgment Day is going to open. We do know 

this: it could open at any time. It could open today. When it does open Jesus will step 

through that door in all of his power and glory and he going raise all the dead. Then Jesus 

himself will lead us and all believers into eternal glory. But for those who do not believe in 

Jesus, the only thing they will have to look forward to is eternal torment and everlasting 

punishment. This is not what God wants for the people he created. 

Knowing Jesus is at the door motivates us. It energizes us to get his Word out to this 

dying world. It gives us a sense of urgency to proclaim God’s life-giving gospel to all 

people. Sometimes we do that ourselves. As we live our Christian lives, we build 

relationships with the people around us. Those relationships give us opportunities to 

share Christ with others. Sometimes we proclaim the gospel through others; through 

pastors, teachers, and missionaries. There may be suffering that comes because we share 
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the gospel. But God says “Be patient” because he has promised to bless our efforts in 

spreading his Word, just as he promises to bless our patience. 

It can be very hard to be patient when we are waiting for something good. Like 

waiting for  Christmas or waiting for heaven. As we wait patiently to celebrate Jesus’ first 

coming, let us remain patient as we wait for his second coming. Let us remain patient with 

our Christian brothers and sisters. And let us remain patient in the face of suffering, 

because we know the blessings God has waiting for us. Blessings prepared for us by the 

loving hand of the One who lived and died for us; the blessings of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 


