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Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne 

of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river 

stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of 

the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and 

of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will see his face, and his name 

will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the 

light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.  

 

You could say he was a man under a curse. The group of men that he been working 

with had all been executed. Now, he was in prison, separated from those he loved and 

cared about. And not only did that curse affect his situation, it affected his body. You see, 

he was old. We don’t know exactly how old. Maybe in his eighties, possibly even his 

nineties. He knew he did not have many days left in this world. And as he looked around 

with his eyes and saw his situation there was little to give him hope. The curse had 

certainly taken its toll.  

But the Lord was not about to allow his Apostle to fall into despair. Jesus came to the 

Apostle John to give him hope. And that hope wasn’t just for John; it was for all those with 

whom John would share Jesus’ words. Jesus lifted John’s eyes from this world, a world so 

cursed with sin, and he gave John a little glimpse of heaven. Jesus helps John, and us, to …  

Theme:  Look to where the curse is gone. 

        I.  The curse that destroys your life. 

       II.  The curse that steals your light. 

That curse does destroy life. We are reminded of that loss of life by what John sees in 

heaven. John tells us that he sees a river, and that “on each side of the river stood the tree 

of life” (v. 2). That was the tree that was in the Garden of Eden. It was a tree that if 

someone ate its fruit they would live forever. But access to that tree was lost when the 

curse came. 

That curse arrived when Adam and Eve chose to listen to Satan. They ignored what 

God said about eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. They chose to do 

what God had told them not to do. And that choice came with consequences: It destroyed 

the perfect relationship between God and humans. But more than that, the curse of sin 

ruined this world. After that first sin God told Adam, “Cursed is the ground because of 

you” (Genesis 3:17). That curse didn’t just affect the Garden of Eden. God says through the 

prophet Isaiah “a curse consumes the earth” (Isaiah 24:6). The curse of sin affects the 

entire world and everyone born into it. 

The curse brings with it the loss of life. Not just the loss of physical life, but the loss of 

eternal life. Adam and Eve saw the consequence of their sin when God “placed on the east 

side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to 

guard the way to the tree of life” (Genesis 3:24). No sinful human being would ever taste 

the fruit of that tree. 
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And yet the curse didn’t stop people from trying to create a perfect life here in this 

world. Some of Adam’s descendents tried to make life a little better by making and 

playing musical instruments. Others were making all kinds of tools out of bronze and iron 

(Genesis 4:21-22) trying to make their lives a little easier. But life never really became 

easier because of the curse. 

Even today we still see this same attitude: the idea that if people work hard enough, 

they can make this world a better place; they can make this world into their own little 

paradise. People try making the world better by developing new ways to solve the world’s 

problems. Advances in education, science, and medicine make us smarter and safer and 

help us live longer. Yet mistakes still plague our lives, accidents and diseases still damage 

our bodies, and people still die. There is nothing anyone can do to completely remove the 

effects of the curse. 

Don’t we at times find ourselves doing the same thing as the rest of the world? How 

often we find ourselves living and acting as if this world is our permanent home? In that 

mindset, we start pouring all kinds of time, money, and energy into trying to make this 

world our own little paradise. In our greed for more pleasure and comfort we start to push 

out anything that may cause us pain, trouble, or sorrow. We may even find ourselves 

pushing aside our faith which can bring with it all of those things in this world. 

As long as we live in this world we live under a curse: The curse of sin. Even as 

believers, we live our lives dragging our sinful nature around with us. That sinful self we 

were born with hates God and loves sin. Our sinful nature focuses on what it can get for 

itself, right here and right now. Our Old self craves the pleasures and treasures of this 

world as it tries to make its own little ‘heaven on earth.’ But this isn’t heaven. As long as 

we are in this world, we are not able to have the relationship with God that he wants to 

have with us: a perfect, sinless, face-to-face relationship. 

Don’t let your sinful self keep you looking in the wrong place for life. You are not 

going to find true life in this world because the curse of sin destroys life. That is why Jesus 

points John and us to look to where the curse is gone.  

And as we look at this picture of heaven we see God giving the gift of life. God gives 

us the gift of spiritual life through faith in his Son. In John’s vision of heaven we see the 

gift of life flowing out from God. John said he saw, “the river of the water of life, as clear 

as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb” (v. 1). Jesus is that water of 

life. As Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman at the well he told her, “whoever drinks the 

water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a 

spring of water welling up to eternal life” (John 4:14). That water is Jesus’ word, the 

word that speaks of Christ’s lifesaving work. Jesus said to his disciples, “The words I have 

spoken to you are spirit and they are life” (John 6:63).  

Jesus words speak of how our Lord did everything in his power to take our soul-

destroying sins upon himself, giving up his own life to save ours. Christ did this so we 

could be free from sin’s curse of eternal death. Jesus’ sacrifice takes away the guilt we feel 

for all those times we looked to this world for peace, pleasure and life. Jesus resurrection 
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assures us that there is a life to come after this life. And our Lord’s ascension into heaven 

helps to lift our eyes heavenward, focusing us on that place where true life exists. The 

place where we, his saints, will be with God forever. By the power of his Spirit, Jesus’ 

words create a living faith in our hearts. That faith longs to live for God in this world, as it 

looks forward to life with God in the world to come. 

But being a believer in Jesus doesn’t mean that life in this world gets any easier. As 

long as we are here we live under that curse. The curse of sin makes this world a dark and 

gloomy place to live. Sin can darken our hearts and minds, causing us to lose our focus on 

our real home in heaven. But Jesus wants us to look to that place where the curse is gone. 

We need that hope and encouragement because so often the curse steals our light. 

The curse steals our light by weighing us down with problems and troubles. Sin, and 

its consequences, brings suffering. It brings physical and emotional pain when people sin 

against us. It brings the suffering of guilt when we sin against God and others. That 

suffering brings a darkness into our lives. The curse works to drive out the light of 

salvation as it drags us into the darkness of dread and despair.  

But for all the curse does against us, Jesus does even more for us. For as dark as this 

world can be Jesus is our light. As John sees believers in heaven he tells us, “There will be 

no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the 

Lord God will give them light” (v. 5). Jesus is that light. Jesus told the people following 

him, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 

will have the light of life” (John 8:12). 

That light is Jesus’ truth. When we follow his truth, when we obey his commands and 

live by his truth, we are displaying the faith that we have in him. Jesus said, “If you hold 

to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth 

will set you free” (John 8:31-32). Christ’s truth sets us free from the curse of sin. Jesus 

truth lightens our load. His promise of forgiveness lifts the weight of guilt off our 

shoulders. Our Lord’s truth lights up our lives with peace, hope, and joy. 

With Christ’s light shining in our lives we are able to see the truth: the truth about sin 

and salvation. By Jesus’ light we are able to see, which makes us able to serve. We serve 

him by sharing the light of his truth with a sin-darkened world. We use Jesus’ word to 

shine the light of his forgiveness on those who are still darkened by the curse of sin.  

We serve our Lord by serving others. With the light of Jesus’ forgiveness in our hearts 

we can share his love with those around us. We can work to lighten the load of those who 

struggle with physical needs by sharing the physical blessings God has given to us. We 

can help lighten the burden of cares and troubles people struggle with by listening to their 

needs, and then helping them with the abilities God has blessed us with. We can lighten 

the load of guilt people carry around by sharing with them Jesus’ promise of forgiveness. 

We can light up the lives of our fellow believers by helping them to stay focused on that 

place where the curse is gone. We can point people to heaven, to that place where we will 

be eternally free from the curse of sin. 

Jesus has freed us from the curse of eternal death. Christ came into this world and 
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took our curse upon himself, saving us from the eternal punishment our sins deserve. And 

now, through his gospel, Jesus has given us the light of life. As we struggle through this 

sin darkened life, may our Lord give us the strength to stay focused on that place where 

the curse is gone. May Jesus keep us in the faith until that day when we will stand with all 

the saints around his throne, singing his praises in the eternal glories of heaven. Amen. 


