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5 All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of 

the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering.  6 God is just: He will pay back trouble to those 

who trouble you  7 and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when 

the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels.  8 He will punish 

those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  9 They will be punished 

with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his 

power  10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those 

who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. 

 

There is some irony in these words before us, and it has to do with who wrote these 

words. Saul of Tarsus was a Pharisee of Pharisees. He not only troubled Christians he 

persecuted them, sometimes to death. Saul caused grief and suffering to many Christians. 

Yet here he is, Saul the Pharisee who is now Paul the Apostle, saying God “will pay back 

trouble to those who trouble you […]. They will be punished with everlasting 

destruction” (vs. 6, 9). These are words that once applied to Paul. There was plenty of 

evidence in his life for God to justly punish Paul. Yet things had changed. The evidence of 

wickedness that Saul displayed in his life as he persecuted Christians was now evidence 

that benefitted Paul who now suffered that very persecution. 

As we consider these words of the Apostle Paul, we can see parallels in our own lives. 

Not that we have persecuted Christians, but the fact that at one time in our lives we lived 

as enemies of God and deserving of his punishment. Yet our lives have been changed. 

God’s judgment no longer stands against us. But that means, like Paul, we now face 

suffering in this world as believers in Christ. In our suffering we may wonder if we will 

ever see justice over those who are enemies of our faith. Paul assures us that we will as he 

points to … 

Theme: The evidence of a right judgment 

          I. Wickedness is punished 

         II. Relief is given to the suffering 

Paul starts out this portion of his letter speaking about the evidence of a right 

judgment. He says, “All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you 

will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering” (v. 5). The 

evidence that Paul is talking about is that suffering he mentions. Suffering may not seem 

like very good evidence of a right judgment, yet in God’s case it certainly is. Jesus said to 

those who believed in him, “If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also” (John 

15:20).  Suffering persecution from the unbelieving world is evidence of faith. If you had 

no faith the world would not persecute you. That is why suffering as believers is evidence 

that God’s judgment is right. God’s judgment over all who trust in Christ is that they are 

“not guilty” of their sins and will have eternal life.  

Yet God’s judgment is not something that is only proclaimed to believers. God has 

also judged those who cause you suffering. Paul says, “God is just: He will pay back 

trouble to those who trouble you” (v. 6). Those words can sometimes be a little hard to 
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believe. It seems like we rarely see the wicked punished for their evil deeds. If anything it 

often seems like the wicked people thrive! They are the ones who appear to be getting 

ahead and have everything good in this life. 

The reality is whatever success the wicked may have in this world it’s only temporary. 

One day they are going to face the ultimate justice. Paul tells us, “This will happen when 

the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels” (v. 7). 

When Jesus returns on Judgment Day everyone will be shown the evidence of God’s 

perfect judgment. On that day the wicked will face the eternal verdict of “guilty.” 

While this is certainly good news for us believers, it is also a warning. We need to be 

careful not to set aside our faith or we could fall under God’s just punishment. Paul says of 

God that “He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of 

our Lord Jesus” (v. 8). There are two groups Paul says will be punished by God. First are 

those who “don’t know God.” These are people who openly reject the true God. They 

refuse to acknowledge God: all that he is, and all he has done for this world. Paul also 

mentions a second group: Those who “do not obey the gospel of […] Jesus.” These are 

people who claim that they ‘know’ who God and Jesus are, and they may have even 

followed Christ for a time, but now they choose not to obey what their Lord commands. 

They choose not to obey because sin and the temptations of the world have led them 

astray. Both of these groups will be eternally punished by God. 

While we certainly don’t fall into the first group, there is always the possibility of 

falling into the second group. Our Sinful nature doesn’t like persecution and suffering. It 

keeps telling us we deserve better. To our sinful nature, following God should mean 

having a good life. So our old, sinful self tries to get us to “water down” our faith to keep 

suffering at a minimum, or if possible, keep it away completely. Our sinful self wants to 

take the easy way out. And if we allow Old Self to push our faith into the background, the 

harder it will be for us to “obey the gospel of Jesus.” Obeying Jesus’ gospel means loving 

God above everyone and everything, and loving others as God has loved us. To love as 

God loves we have to be connected to God by his word. We want to allow our faith to 

obey God’s word. But if we push that obedience aside just so we won’t be persecuted, then 

it won’t be long before our love is going to grow cold, and our faith will die. If we do not 

have faith when we die, then we will be standing with that second group to be punished 

by God. 

This is a reminder of why we need the “gospel of our Lord Jesus” and all that it does 

for us. That gospel tells us of how our Lord obeyed his heavenly Father in every part of his 

life. Jesus even obeyed his Father’s will when he knew it would involve suffering: 

persecution by the Pharisees, being beaten and abused by the Chief Priest and teacher of 

the law, being tortured by Roman soldiers, and finally being executed on a cross. Our Lord 

obeyed because we did not. With his death he removed from us the stain and punishment 

of all our sins. With his resurrection he offers us the gift of his perfect life. It’s a life that 

makes us right with God. It’s a life that covers us and keeps us from having to face the 

eternal suffering of hell. It is Jesus’ perfect life that makes us “worthy of the kingdom of 
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God” (v. 5). We need to hear that good news every day of our lives to keep our faith 

strong, and to help it grow even stronger. The Gospel of Jesus is what we need for the 

strength to endure suffering in our lives, especially those things we suffer because of our 

faith.  

Because of our suffering, at times it seems like God final judgment can’t come fast 

enough. The world seems like it is becoming more evil with every passing hour. The 

world is growing even more hostile toward Christians, while the number of Christians in 

the world looks like it’s shrinking. Yet we should not think God doesn’t care. He does care 

for us, and for all people. He wants to give all people enough time to come to repentance 

and trust in his Son for salvation. Yet God still has a specific time set aside for carrying out 

his judgment on the world. When he does, that is when we will see the evidence of a right 

judgment: When relief is given to the suffering. 

The Apostle Paul says, “This includes you, because you believed our testimony to 

you” (v. 10b). We believe because of the word of God that has been proclaimed to us. 

Through that word the Holy Spirit performed his miraculous work of creating faith. It has 

been God’s Word which has been sustaining and growing our faith ever since. We need a 

strong faith so we can face the persecution that comes into our lives.  

Even though the world may persecute us because of our faith, faith in Jesus as Savior 

ultimately brings relief from suffering. It brings relief from the suffering of guilt. Our guilt 

is gone since we know God the Father has forgiven our sins because of Jesus. Sometimes, 

because we trust in God and his help, God grants us relief from our worldly suffering. But 

in the end that relief is temporary and short lived. 

There is a greater and more enduring relief that is coming. Paul says it will come “on 

the day [Jesus] comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all 

those who have believed” (v. 10a). To marvel at something is to be amazed at something. 

What is the most amazing thing you have ever seen? A spectacular autumn sunset? A 

child being born into this world? The heights of the Rocky Mountains or the depths of the 

Grand Canyon? For as amazing as these things may be, they pale in comparison to what 

we will see on Judgment Day. We will see thousands upon thousands of believers all 

ready to give glory to their Lord for his loving mercy and kindness. Along with them, we 

will marvel at the amazing sight that is Jesus Christ our great God and King. We will get 

to see Jesus face to face. We will be amazed, as we stand with all believers, and marvel at 

the glorious presence of Christ. We will be amazed as we enjoy eternal relief from all our 

troubles and suffering. 

We will enjoy “the presence of the Lord and […] the majesty of his power” (v. 9). 

Remember who this Lord is: He is the one who created the heavens and the earth. He is 

the Lord who used his majestic power to create faith in us. If Jesus power can turn around 

people like us, if Christ’s power can turn even the heart of Saul the Pharisee to faith, 

cannot Jesus’ power change the hearts of those who now cause us suffering? For that 

change to happen those people need to hear the good news of Christ’s saving work. We 

know the gospel and what it can do to human hearts. Let’s share that saving message, 
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even with those who persecute us, so the Holy Spirit has a chance to work a miracle in the 

hearts of those who hear. 

Let’s share that good news because it won’t be long before Jesus will return on 

Judgment Day to give complete evidence of his right judgment. On that day wickedness 

will be punished, and permanent relief from suffering will be given to all believers. 

While our world may be full of injustice, we know that before God’s holy throne we 

will have a right judgment. God never makes mistakes, so we know he is right when he 

declares us not guilty for Jesus’ sake. We know he will carry out his righteous judgment 

against all of the ungodly people in this world. We can be confident we will have a new 

life with him: a new life that lives for Jesus in this world, and a perfect life with no more 

suffering in the world to come. Amen. 

 


