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All the tax collectors and sinners were coming to Jesus to hear him. 2But the Pharisees and the experts in the law were 
complaining, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3He told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, if you 
had one hundred sheep and lost one of them, would not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that 
was lost until he finds it? 5And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6and goes home. Then he calls 
together his friends and his neighbors, telling them, ‘Rejoice with me, because I have found my lost sheep!’ 7I tell you, in 
the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who 
do not need to repent. 8“Or what woman who has ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, would not light a lamp, sweep the 
house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9And when she finds it, she calls together her friends and neighbors and 
says, ‘Rejoice with me, because I have found the lost coin.’ 10In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

 
What brings God joy? Jesus said, “there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who do not need to repent” (v. 7). Repentance 
brings God joy. When sinner change their minds about sin, turn from it, and trusts in God for the 
forgiveness of their sins, that brings God joy. As Jesus tells these two parables about something lost 
and then found, he wants us to ask ourselves this question: 

Theme: Which side of God’s joy are you on? 
          I. Are you Lost, 
         II. Or are you Found? 

In connection with Jesus parables, to be lost means to not have, or to be wandering away from, 
faith in Christ. It means to not be repentant of sins. So, that can’t be us, right? We are in church. 
Just a few minutes ago we joined in the confession of sins. We claim Jesus as our Savior. We even 
read our Bibles. But that does not mean there is no danger to our faith. Just because someone looks 
“religious” on the outside doesn’t mean there are not problems on the inside. Remember what it is 
brings God joy: sinners repenting of their sins.  

Yet what were the “religious, church-going” people doing before Jesus told his parables? Those 
highly religious people, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, were judging Jesus. They felt 
disgust for the kind of people this so-called Messiah was hanging around with. Their grumbling 
was no compliment: “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them” (v. 2). They would never 
consider associating with tax collectors, prostitutes, or anyone whose outward sin polluted their 
lives. These men thought that if this Jesus were God’s Messiah, he should be chasing these people 
away. But what is it that brings God joy? 

This leads us to a very important question: are we chasing those people away? Are there people 
who would never dream of approaching us because they have the distinct impression that we don’t 
want anything to do with them? 

Maybe it’s that young man in his twenties, the one who lives down the street from us, or he 
works with us or goes to school with us. He’s been struggling with same sex attraction since he 
was in high school. But even to this day he is uncertain about it. He has been wrestling with his 
conscience and questioning his actions, yet he finds himself stumbling again and again into the 
temptations of a homosexual lifestyle. Has he seen our disgust over his sin? Has he heard our loud 
opinions about the perverted gay community? Have our “holier-than-you” attitudes helped to 
guarantee that he would never approach us about his troubled conscience?  

Or maybe you know a young woman who is the black sheep of her family. She is tattooed, and 
pierced, with hair color three shades beyond anything you could call normal. She already has one 
child with no father in the picture, and she keeps jumping into relationships with men who only 
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want to be with her for one reason. She seems as tough as nails on the outside, yet down deep 
there’s a pain she cannot explain, a soul-crushing emptiness that she won’t even dare to speak 
about. Would she find in you and me someone who seems interested in her, or do we make it 
painfully clear that we would rather keep safe distance between us and her? Is she left to conclude: 
“This is not someone who would ever care about me”? 

Thieves, prostitutes, adulterers, and ex-cons: It is sinners like those who flocked to Jesus. If 
those same people are under the distinct impression that they are not welcome by us, then isn’t 
there something horribly wrong? I’m not talking about the wickedness of their sin, as real as that 
sin is. I am talking about us losing sight of what wickedness really is! 

Let me ask you: is there anything more wicked than a person who directly opposes what gives 
God his greatest joy? Jesus’ parables speak of heavenly joy whenever a sinner is led by the Spirit to 
turn away from those sins. There is joy in heaven when a sinner takes all that burdens their 
conscience, and they turn in faith to the Savior who unburdens them. Look carefully at the second 
parable. The emphasis is not on the angels rejoicing. It is God who is rejoicing in their presence! 
God longs to welcome every sinner to come eat with him, to dine with God forever at the wedding 
feast of the Lamb. Jesus himself said he was going into heaven to prepare a place for them; for all 
who trust in his forgiveness. 

When, like the Pharisees, we cringe at the thought of welcoming and eating with “sinners” like 
the ones who gathered near Jesus, are not our proud hearts doing the most wicked thing 
imaginable: setting ourselves squarely against that which God so eagerly desires? 

It’s a powerful temptation to blind ourselves to the evil in our hearts. We may have been 
blessed with an upbringing God used to keep us from falling into those shameful, outward sins we 
see others falling into. But we turn that blessing into a curse when we proudly turn that gift into 
blinders, blocking our vision to the natural wickedness in our own hearts. When our thoughts start 
telling us someone is not worthy of Jesus, that is a powerful clue that we are falling prey to that 
deadly spiritual blindness. It is a sign of our unrepentance. 

Jesus’ parables were not focused on those who were sitting around him. His parables were 
spoken to show the Pharisees and teachers of the law the arrogant foolishness of their proud hearts. 
Through those same parables Jesus sends out his Spirit to put to death that same arrogance that 
rises up in our own hearts.  

How will God’s Spirit ever succeed in teaching us to love the lost like Christ does? He does 
that by leading us to this amazing reality: Jesus welcomes, and even eats with, sinners who have 
arrogantly set their hearts against his own heart. Since Jesus is God his all-knowing vision sees 
clearly what is in our hearts. Yet no matter what evil Christ sees there, our Savior does not recoil 
from us in disgust. It was for real sinners like you and me that Christ came into this world. It was 
for hearts like ours, hearts that arrogantly oppose what is so dear to him, that our Savior came 
looking for us. Jesus didn’t leave just a flock of sheep, he left heaven itself, so he could search for us. 
Jesus searched for us all the way to a cross, he searched to hell and back. Our Lord searched himself 
to death until the sin that kept us separated from him was completely removed. And to complete 
his rescue mission Jesus left no stone unturned looking for us. He turned aside that stone that 
blocked his tomb as he rose triumphant from the dead. Now Jesus’ goal is to return home rejoicing 
with us sitting on his strong, saving shoulders! And until we are home with him, our Savior invites 
us to eat with him at a gracious meal that he provides for us, to strengthen and preserve our faith. 
Which side of God’s joy are you on? Having been lost, in repentant faith we can now rejoice with 
the God who rejoices over our repentance. 

That means we are now on a different side of God’s joy. We are no longer the one’s whom God 
is waiting to rejoice over. Every time our faith moves us to repent of a sin God gets to rejoice over us 
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all the more. We certainly don’t want to take that joy away from God, especially now that we are 
found. This is why we want to repent every day. 

We are those whom Jesus has found and rescued. He saved us from our sinfully lost condition. 
When we hear of how God rejoices over our repentance it fills our hearts with joy. That joy is 
something we want to share. Who do we share that joy with? Like the woman in Jesus’ parable we 
can go searching for someone to share it with. There are valuable souls out there in the world who 
are not a part of Christ’s family of believers. They need to be found. They need someone to share 
Jesus with them. That’s not always easy to do. Like that woman searching for her lost coin it can be 
slow work searching carefully, perhaps looking into some dark places to find that valuable soul. Yet 
as we shine the light of Christ’s gospel upon that soul, the Holy Spirit works to lead that person 
comes to repentance. As Jesus lights up that soul with a new life of faith we can rejoice with Jesus 
over the true worth of that soul. Instead of just another “sinner,” we can now recognize this person 
as a brother or sister in Christ. 

As those who have been found by our Good Shepherd, in joy we want to follow his example, 
especially the example he sets for us in his first parable. Just like a lost sheep, sometimes believers 
wander away from Jesus’ flock. Like our loving Shepherd we can go looking for those lost sheep, 
calling them away from the sin that has caused them to become lost. Sharing God’s law and gospel 
we can lead them back to the flock, the family of believers who live under the care of our Good 
Shepherd. We have a perfect opportunity to do just that as we prepare for our Welcome Home 
service at the end of this month, an opportunity to reach out to the straying and invite them back 
home. 

But what about those times when we are tempted to stray away from the flock? Just because 
Jesus found us doesn’t mean our lives are going to be free from temptation. The only way we can 
have the strength to fight those temptations is to continue growing in our faith. That growth only 
happens in connection with God’s word. We need continual strengthening so we don’t wander off 
and become lost again. That is why we gather in worship and Bible study to feed on that word and 
grow in our faith. We want to read, and hear, and study that word every chance we get so we will 
have the strength we need to not only continue fighting temptation, but so we can continue 
following, and imitating, our Savior. Having been found by Jesus we now get to rejoice with Jesus 
over every sinner who repents and comes to faith in him.  

Which side of God’s joy are you on? At one time we were all lost in the deadness of our sins. 
But Jesus searched for us. He found us. He carried us away from our sins, bringing us into his 
family. And when he did, God rejoiced. Now that we are found we are able to rejoice. We rejoice 
over every sinner who repents. We rejoice that our Lord welcomes all sinners, even us. In faith, we 
rejoice that one day we will be able to dine with our Lord, Jesus, at the heavenly wedding banquet 
that he is preparing for us. Amen. 

 


