
What does faith really cost? 
Text: Luke 14:25-33 for 9/4/2016 by Pastor Bolwerk 

1 

25Large crowds were traveling with Jesus. He turned and said to them, 26“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his 
own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 
27Whoever does not carry his own cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, if he wants to build a 
tower, does not first sit down and count the cost to see if he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a 
foundation and is not able to finish, everyone who sees it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to 
build, but was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, as he goes out to confront another king in war, will not first sit down 
and consider if he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32And if he 
is not able, he sends out a delegation and asks for terms of peace while his opponent is still far away. 33So then, any one 
of you who does not say farewell to all his own possessions cannot be my disciple. 
 
 

How much does a free lunch cost you? You might be thinking, “A free lunch doesn’t cost me 
anything because it’s free!” Yet there is still a cost to that lunch, isn’t there? Someone had to buy the 
food and prepare the food. Someone had to buy plates, napkins, and dinnerware and then take the 
time to organize the lunch. The lunch certainly cost something. Now I suppose someone could 
argue, “The lunch may have cost someone, but it was free for me.” Yet is that entirely true? Even if 
you didn’t pay for the lunch it still cost you something. There is the cost of transportation getting 
to the lunch, either the cost of gas in your car or the fare for a bus or taxi. And even if you walked to 
the lunch there is always the cost of your time. To get to the lunch and to eat the lunch took time, 
and your time is worth something. Finally, depending on the quality of the food that is served at the 
lunch, there may be a cost to your health. 

But there is another cost to that “free lunch” that we often don’t consider: What does it cost if 
we don’t eat lunch? If we don’t eat lunch, we might feel sluggish and tired which could made it 
harder to study or do our jobs. If we don’t eat some kind of lunch on a regular basis it could cost us 
our good health. While there may be many costs connected to eating a “free lunch,” there are just as 
many costs to not eating that lunch. 

As we study this portion of God’s word, Jesus wants us to think about the costs connected to 
our faith. Our Lord wants us to consider … 

Theme: What does faith really cost? 
          I. What does it cost to follow Jesus? 
         II. What does it cost to not follow Jesus? 

It may sound strange to talk about the cost of following Christ. Following Jesus means having 
faith, and faith is free, isn’t it? The Apostle Paul says in his letter to the Ephesians, “It is by grace 
you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God” 
(Ephesians 2:8). Having faith is a gift God freely gives. But living that faith, and keeping that faith 
alive, comes at a cost. 

And that cost? Jesus tells us, “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, even his own life, he cannot be my 
disciple” (v. 26). Jesus tells us to hate! More than that he tells us to hate everyone that God says we 
should love. Jesus even tells us to hate our own lives. 

This can’t be right. Just a few chapters earlier in the Gospel of Luke Jesus told us we should 
love everyone, even our enemies (Luke 6:27)! So why are we now supposed to hate people, 
especially people God commands us to love, honor, and respect?  

The kind of hate Jesus wants us to have is the same hate that God has. Scripture tells us that 
God “hate[s] all who do wrong” (Psalm 5:5). God hates sin, and God hates those who commit sin 
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(see Malachi 2:16 and Ezekiel 18:20). Yet God loves all people and he wants them all to be saved. 
(see 1 Tim 2:3-4 and 1 John 4:16). God hates sin because sin separates people from him. God wants 
people to be with him, so he hates anything that separates people from himself. 

As Jesus speaks, he is using God the Father as the perfect model for a believer’s life. Just like 
the Father, a disciple of Jesus will have the desire to hate all sin regardless of who is committing 
that sin. Disciples of Christ will work to make sure their own life, and the lives of those around 
them, line up with God’s will. That means every time a believer sees a sin, whether in themselves or 
someone else, they are going to hate that sin. They will use God’s Law to show people their sin, and 
then the believer works to lead the sinner to Christ and his forgiveness. 

This is what it takes to be a disciple of Jesus, but it comes at a cost. Jesus said, “Whoever does 
not carry his own cross and follow me cannot be my disciple” (v. 27). Hating sin like God hates 
sin means carrying a cross; it means suffering. When we struggle against the sins we are tempted to 
commit it can cause us physical, mental, and emotional suffering. But we can suffer even more when 
we point out sin in others, especially the sins of people we care about. Showing people their sins 
often brings anger and retaliation from those we are trying to help. Sometimes family or friends will 
stop speaking to us when we try to lead them away from their sins. That is a cost of following 
Jesus. But are we willing to pay that cost? 

Jesus wants us to give some serious thought to that as he tells those two parables: one about 
building a tower, the other about a king going to war. In each parable someone has to answer the 
questions: What is needed to bring about the result that I want (either completing the tower or 
winning the battle)? And do I have what is needed to make that happen? Jesus wants us to apply 
those questions to being his disciples. If the result we want is to continue being Jesus’ disciples 
then what is it going to cost to bring about that result, and do we have what is necessary to pay 
that cost? 

We often believe we can pay that cost. Until the child or grandchild we love moves in with 
their ‘significant other,’ and we do not say anything because we don’t want to make waves. We 
think we can handle that cost until our spouse or a family member starts gossiping openly, publicly 
saying things that hurt others. Yet, we don’t say anything to stop them because we feel it is none of 
our business. We think we can pay that cost, until a good friend stops going to church. They tell us 
they don’t need church to believe in God, and they can be close to God on their own. And we don’t 
argue with their faulty logic because we don’t want them to stop liking us; we don’t want to get a 
“bad” reputation. Instead of hating sin and putting God first we put everyone else first, and we end 
up showing God how little we care for him and his Son. Looking at what it costs to follow Jesus we 
have to admit we don’t have what it takes to pay that cost. And when we try to pay it, we fail 
miserably. 

We may not have what it takes, but Jesus does. Being a disciple of Christ means trusting him 
for forgiveness: his forgiveness for all those times we so foolishly thought we could, on our own, 
handle the cost of being his disciples. Jesus gave up the wealth of heaven and his perfect, sinless life 
to pay the overwhelming price we owned to God for our sins. Jesus covered the cost of all of our 
sins by covering those sins with his blood. With his rising from the dead Jesus offers us his full 
payment for sins as he offers us a new life, a life that fully trusts him and his saving work. 

And in the peace of that forgiveness, being Jesus’ disciple means trusting Christ for everything 
necessary for following him. It means using the power of Jesus’ Spirit filled Word to fight 
temptation. It means taking every opportunity to connect to Jesus: in Scripture, in worship, in his 
Supper, and in fellowship with other believers. Understanding what faith really costs means 
knowing what it costs to follow Jesus. Following Jesus means dying to our old, sinful selves, and 
living for him who died to save us. 
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What if someone thought the cost of being Jesus’ disciple was too much? What if someone 
wasn’t sure they wanted to be Jesus’ disciple? Before they make that decision they need to answer 
one more question: What does it cost to not follow Jesus? Even not doing something comes with a 
cost. So if a person decides to not follow Jesus what will that cost them?  

First of all it will cost that person peace. A disciple of Jesus has forgiveness. A disciple has the 
peace of knowing God the Father is not angry with them over their sins. Since their sins are 
forgiven a disciple has no guilt, and that brings them peace. If a person doesn’t follow Jesus, then 
they pay the price of not having his peace. 

Not being a disciple of Jesus also costs someone righteousness. There is only one way to be in a 
right relationship with God. Jesus says, “I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). When Jesus gives us faith, he also gives us 
the perfect life he lived in our place. When we follow Jesus as his disciples his perfect life covers up 
our sinfulness and makes us right before God. If someone chooses not to follow Jesus it costs them 
that perfection before God. They have nothing to cover their sins when they finally stand before 
God in judgment. 

And that leads us to the greatest cost of not following Jesus: the loss of eternal life. Only those 
who are without sin can remain in God’s presence forever. We all come into this world with sin, 
and that sinful nature plagues us our entire lives. That sinfulness in us should cause us to face 
eternal separation from God. But as disciples of Jesus, trusting in all that he did for us, God sees us 
as perfect. Choosing to not be Jesus’ disciple means choosing to not be saved, and it costs a person 
the loss of eternal life in heaven. Not following Jesus means paying the eternal price of hell. That’s a 
cost no one can ever fully pay. 

Yet some people still choose not to follow Jesus. They believe that if they don’t follow Jesus 
then they can at least have peace in this world. They think if they just try to get along with people 
that they can have a life of peace and enjoyment. Yet there is no guaranteed others will want to live 
at peace with us. And even if worldly peace and enjoyment could be found it doesn’t last because 
sin is continually destroying them. There is a day is coming when everyone will have to stand 
before God and be judged. If a person is not a follower of Jesus, on that day they will pay the price 
of eternal torment in hell. Is that really worth a few years, or days, of peace in this world? 

What Jesus offers people is so much better! True peace. True righteousness. Eternal life! The 
Apostle Paul said it so well in his letter to the Philippians: “But even more than that, I consider 
everything to be a loss because of what is worth far more: knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord. For 
his sake, I have lost all things and consider them rubbish, so that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, which comes from the law, but that 
which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness that comes from God by faith” 
(Philippians 3:8-9). Faith in Jesus makes us right with God who then gives us eternal life in 
paradise. That is real peace; that is real life! 

So what does faith really cost? It costs us everything. It means hating every sin, and those who 
commit the sins – including ourselves. It means giving up everything in this world that would lead 
us away from Jesus. While that cost may seem like a lot, it is nothing compared to what we gain: 
Peace with God, the joy of salvation, a right relationship with our heavenly Father, and eternal life. 
We gain the paradise of heaven through faith in the perfect, loving work of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 


