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1Faith is being sure about what we hope for, being convinced about things we do not see. 2For by 

this faith the ancients were commended in Scripture. 3By faith we know that the universe was 

created by God’s word, so that what is seen did not come from visible things. 8By faith Abraham 

obeyed when he was called to go to a place that he was going to receive as an inheritance, and he left 

without knowing where he was going. 9By faith he lived as a stranger in the Promised Land, as if it 

did not belong to him, dwelling in tents along with Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the 

same promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and 

builder is God. 11By faith Abraham also received the ability to conceive children, even though Sarah 

herself was barren and he was past the normal age, because he considered him faithful who made the 

promise. 12And so from one man, and he as good as dead, descendants were born as numerous as the 

stars in the sky and as countless as the sand along the seashore. 13One by one, all of these died in 

faith, without having received the things that were promised, but they saw and welcomed them from 

a distance. They confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14Indeed, people who 

say things like that make it clear that they are looking for a land of their own. 15And if they were 

remembering the land they had come from, they would have had an opportunity to return. 16Instead, 

they were longing for a better land—a heavenly one. For that reason, God is not ashamed to be 

called their God, because he prepared a city for them.  

 

If you cannot see something does that mean it does not exist? Of course not. We 

cannot see the oxygen in the air we breathe, yet we know that it exists. But if we can’t see it 

how do we know it exists? We know it exists because we have developed machines that 

can detect it. As technology advances more machines are being developed to detect things 

that cannot be detected by our human senses. We have machines that can sense vibrations 

we cannot feel, detect sounds we cannot hear, and even pick up odors our noses cannot 

smell. Yet for all of the machines that have been developed to help people detect things, no 

one has ever developed a machine that can detect God. So, does that mean God does not 

exist? Since we cannot detect God with our senses, or with a machine, does this mean we 

cannot believe in him? Of course not. That is what the writer to the Hebrews is trying to 

get us to understand. 

Theme:  Faith does not rely on our senses. 

           I. Faith is based on a promise. 

          II. Faith patiently waits for the promise to be fulfilled. 

Now, the world’s idea of “faith” is based completely on the senses. Perhaps you have 

heard the saying, “Seeing is believing?” And that’s how the world operates. The people of 

this world will not accept anything as true unless they can see it, hear it, smell it, touch it, 

or taste it. The people of this world will only believe something if it can be detected with 

the senses. Since humans cannot detect God with their senses many claim God does not 

exist. 
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But there is a problem with basing what you believe purely on your senses: Human 

senses can be fooled. Illusionists, or magicians, do this all the time. They make it appear 

that something special has happened when it really has not. And, not only can our senses 

be fooled, but they can make mistakes. If you are not paying careful attention to what you 

read it can be easy to mistake a lower-case “l” for the number “1”. It can be easy to mistake 

the word quite with quiet. Yet even for all of the problems that human senses have, the 

world still bases what it believes only on the senses. The world will not accept anything 

else as true. 

But it’s not just the world that has that problem. We as believers, who live in this 

world, can also have that problem. We see and hear all of the “scientific” evidence 

supporting evolution, and we may start to change how we “understand” God’s creation; 

we may start to mix the two. The media yells out bad news about the trade war with 

China, a possible economic recession, and violence around the world, and we may wonder 

if we will have enough money to take care of ourselves, or  if we can keep our families 

safe? We feel that pain in our body and all we can think of is what doctor or medicine can 

help. We hear nice sounding words of some life coach, or spiritual guru, or even our 

favorite song, and we allow those words to guide our life. How easy it is to substitute God 

almighty power and perfect will for the things of this world that make us feel good. When 

we start to put our faith in what we can see, hear, smell, taste, and feel it is then that our 

faith is on some very shaky ground.  

That is why God uses the writer to the Hebrews to remind us that our faith is not 

based on something as shaky and uncertain as our senses. No, our faith is based on 

something that is absolutely certain; something that can never change. Our faith is based 

on God and his Word.  When God speaks, things happen! By faith we know that the 

universe was created by God’s word, so that what is seen did not come from visible 

things (v. 3). By simply speaking God created everything out of nothing. It is that same 

powerful Word of God that has created faith in us; a faith that completely trust that what 

God says is true and good and right. 

That trust doesn’t come easy. We carry around in us the original sin of Adam and Eve. 

That sin that lives in us causes us to fall back into trusting in our senses to tell us what is 

right and wrong. In our failing we realize we don’t deserve God’s goodness and kindness. 

Yet God still shows his love and kindness to us and to all people. God has done that by 

making a promise. God promised Adam and Eve he would send someone to crush Satan’s 

head. God promised Abraham that the entire world would be blessed through one of his 

descendants. God promised the children of Israel that he was going to take away their 

sins. God made a promise. All of the people that the Father made the promise to did not 

see that promise fulfilled. The writer to the Hebrews tells us, “One by one, all of these 

died in faith, without having received the things that were promised, but they saw and 

welcomed them from a distance” (v. 13). Those people trusted in God’s promise of a 
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Savior who would take away their sins. Even though they never saw that Savior they 

knew their sins were forgiven. They could be certain of that because when God makes a 

promise, what he says is as good as done. When God speaks things happen! The promise 

God made is for us too. Even though we have never seen the Savior, Jesus Christ, we can 

be certain that our sins are also forgiven because our faith does not rely on our senses; our 

faith is based on God’s unchanging promise. 

Now if you want an excellent definition of faith, just memorize Hebrews 11:1. It says, 

“Faith is being sure about what we hope for, being convinced about things we do not 

see” (v.1). This “definition of faith” makes it very clear that faith is not about seeing. Faith 

is about being sure; it’s about being convinced of what God has promised to do. And the 

certainty that comes with faith moves our faith to patiently wait for the promise to be 

fulfilled. 

The author of our text points this truth out by pointing to Abraham. Abraham was 75 

years old when God promised him that he would bless him and make him into a great 

nation. At that time Abraham did not have any children and his wife Sarah was past the 

age of being able to have children. God promised Abraham, and then God made Abraham 

wait 25 years before he fulfilled that promise! What did Abraham do?  “By faith Abraham 

also received the ability to conceive children, even though Sarah herself was barren and 

he was past the normal age, because he considered him faithful who made the promise. 

And so from one man, and he as good as dead, descendants were born as numerous as 

the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand along the seashore” (v. 11, 12). God’s 

word of promise gave Abraham the ability to trust the promise. And that wasn’t the only 

promise God made to Abraham. God also told Abraham to go to the land of Canaan 

because one day it would belong to Abraham’s descendants. What did Abraham do? “By 

faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go to a place that he was going to receive 

as an inheritance, and he left without knowing where he was going. By faith he lived as 

a stranger in the Promised Land, as if it did not belong to him, dwelling in tents along 

with Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise” (v. 8, 9). Abraham 

never saw the complete fulfillment of that promise, yet he lived as if it was fulfilled. Why 

would Abraham go against what his senses told him? Why would he go against what 

human reason told him? “For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, 

whose architect and builder is God” (v. 10). Abraham was not focusing on the things of 

this world. Instead he was looking ahead to the heavenly home God was preparing for 

him.  Abraham was able to live his life in patient faith, all the while trusting God’s 

promises would come true. 

That is how we want to live our lives as believers: We want to live our lives patiently 

waiting for God to fulfill his promises. But waiting patiently isn’t so easy to do, is it? Our 

senses are what make things real to us, and our senses are what drive our human reason. 

But when that desire comes to put our reason before God and his promises, that is when 
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we take God’s word over our human reason. When we suffer because of our faith our 

human reason says, “Get rid of your faith and your suffering will stop.” But God tells us in 

the Bible that only faith in Jesus as Savior gets a person into heaven. No faith means 

eternal death in hell. God has promised us the forgiveness of our sins to all who believe in 

Jesus for that forgiveness. So, we will want to live according to that promise. We will want 

to do our best to follow the commands of our gracious Savior. And when God asks us to 

do something, such as worship him, pray to him, or study his word like Abraham we will 

want to make those things a priority in our lives as we cling to the promises that our 

heavenly Father has given to us. It is like Jesus said in our Gospel reading for today, that 

we will want to be ready for his return by being dressed in faith, and patiently waiting for 

him to fulfill that promise. 

We want to live with our eyes of faith focused on heaven.  Sure the world is a nice 

place to visit, but you wouldn’t want to spend eternity here. The world is full of sin; it’s 

rotting, decaying, and falling apart. Why would anyone want to stay here when God has 

something so much better prepared for us? Heaven is where God wants us. That is why he 

made all of these promises in the first place. But to be able to keep our eyes of faith focused 

on heaven, we need to stay focused on God’s word. The word of God gives our faith the 

20/20 vision we need to see that narrow path that leads to heaven. And like Abraham, the 

word gives us the strength to remain in our faith to the end of this life, as the writer to the 

Hebrews said, “One by one, all of these died in faith” (v. 13a). That is what we want too, 

to die in faith. Those precious promises provide us the strength we need to reach our 

heavenly goal. 

It’s nice to know that we do not have to rely on our senses to know and understand 

God. If we did have to rely on our senses, we would never know the true God and the 

good things he has done for us. Thankfully, our faith does not rely on our senses. Faith is 

based on a promise, and in response to that promise faith waits patiently. Let the promise 

of God’s forgiveness in Christ carry and sustain you until the day you receive the eternal 

life your heavenly Father has promised you. Amen. 


