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After this, the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them out two by two ahead of him to 

every town and place where he was about to go. 2He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 

workers are few. So ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest field. 3Go your 

way. Look, I am sending you out as lambs among wolves. 4Do not carry a money bag or traveler’s 

bag or sandals. Do not greet anyone along the way. 5Whenever you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace 

be to this house.’ 6And if a peaceful person is there, your peace will rest on him, but if not, it will 

return to you. 7Remain in that same house, eating and drinking what they give you, because the 

worker is worthy of his pay. Do not keep moving from house to house. 8Whenever you enter a town 

and they welcome you, eat what is set before you. 9Heal the sick who are in the town and tell them, 

‘The kingdom of God has come near you.’ 10“But whenever you enter a town and they do not 

welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11‘Even the dust from your town that clings to our feet, 

we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this: The kingdom of God has come near.’ 12I tell you, it 

will be more bearable for Sodom on that day than for that town. 16Whoever listens to you listens to 

me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” 17The 

seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name!” 18He 

told them, “I was watching Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19Look, I have given you authority 

to trample on snakes and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy. And nothing will ever 

harm you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names 

have been written in heaven.”  

 

When you get ready to travel, what kind of “packer” are you? Maybe you’re like me: 

you make a list (whether real or mental) of everything you’ll need to pack for every 

possible weather situation, then you measure out how much space you will need in each 

bag to fit everything, and then you fold and pack everything so it’s all neat and organized. 

Or perhaps you’re more like my wife who, an hour before leaving for a trip, can quickly 

pack everything she needs into a single duffle bag, have it out to the car in fifteen minutes, 

and not forget a single thing. How do you pack for a trip? 

Now, it’s one thing to pack for a weekend visit or an extended vacation, but how good 

are you at packing for a special trip, we’ll call it a mission trip? That trip is the journey 

called your life. Are you someone who likes to “travel light” through life, getting by with 

the basics? Or as you travel through life do you find yourself getting weighted down with 

too much stuff? What do you really need to take along on this life-long missionary 

journey? Today Jesus is going to help us with our packing. As Jesus teaches his 72 

disciples, he is also teaching you … 

Theme: How to properly pack for your Christian journey. 

          I. Know the mission 

         II. Evaluate your resources 

Jesus chose and trained 72 people to go out on a mission for him. Notice, these are not 
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just the twelve apostles. There were 60 other disciples whom our Lord sent out. Jesus 

described their mission as laborers going into a field ready to be harvested. Like those 72, 

Jesus prepares us and sends us out to “Go and gather disciples” (Matthew 28:19 EHV). As 

we go, we want to remember that God is the Lord of the Harvest. He provides the workers 

for his harvest field. You can’t manufacture them, or manipulate them, or hire them, or 

pressure them. God creates them. By the Holy Spirit working through God’s powerful 

word, our Lord creates hearts of faith, hearts that have the desire to serve God. And it’s 

God who gives success to the harvest, causing the seed of his word to be planted, watered, 

and grow within human hearts (1 Corinthians 3:6). And God is the one who makes our 

lives fruitful for his kingdom. God is the one for whom we gather this harvest of souls for 

heaven. This is our mission. 

So, where do we go to carry out this mission God has given us? Your mission field 

starts the moment you walk out the doors of this church. Your mission field involves all of 

the people you come in contact with every day. Maybe it’s the person sitting next to you at 

the office. Maybe it’s a friend you go do school with or who lives down the street. Maybe 

it’s the person standing next to you in the checkout line at the grocery store. It can be the 

people in your community who you interact with on a regular basis. It can even be those 

whom you have a heart to help hear the gospel overseas.   

But as we prepare to head out on this journey into our mission field, we need to 

evaluate our resources, that is, we need to figure out what to pack. One of the instructions 

Jesus gave the 72 disciples he sent out was, “Do not carry a money bag or traveler’s bag or 

sandals” (v. 4a). In other words, when it comes to your Christian journey, pack light. Yet 

we’re all guilty of over-packing our lives with “stuff,” aren’t we? We might not be living in 

big mansions and driving expensive cars, buy how many of us have an overabundance of 

“stuff”? How many of us have rooms full of pictures, nick-knacks, and decorations that do 

nothing but collect dust? They serve no real purpose other than to look at them. Along 

with all the miscellaneous “stuff” we collect over the years, how many of us have 

accumulated even more? Have you ever over-packed your life with fancy cars, big houses, 

expensive vacations and all the latest electronics? As a nation we are so blessed with 

wealth that even some of our children have cell phones, I-Pad’s, and smart TVs in their 

bedrooms. Now, don’t misunderstand me, our God isn’t against wealth nor is he against 

enjoying wealth. Money and the things we buy with it are blessings from God. Yet all 

these things can become too much baggage when we life our lives spending just for the 

sake of spending, or when our time spent enjoying these blessings leaves little time, if any, 

for working in our respective mission fields. 

We need to be constantly asking ourselves, what do we really need for this journey 

called “life”?  How much do we really need to earn to adequately support our families? 

Are we working and worrying ourselves to death just to have enough money to take care 

of all of the stuff that we have accumulated? Are we falling victim to all the shiny things 
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the world says we need to be happy, or are we using what God gives us for our Christian 

mission in the world?  

If we are going to properly pack for our Christian journey, we are going to need some 

help. That is what this Word of God is here for. Through this word our Lord sets before us 

some lessons on how best to serve him in his kingdom. 

The mission trip that Jesus sent the 72 on was also for their learning. You might call it 

on-the-job training. One lesson Jesus was teaching them by not having them bring a purse 

or bag was to trust God for what they needed. The 72 would not need extra cash or a credit 

card to stop at Applebee’s or McDonald’s. Jesus told them, “5Whenever you enter a house 

[…] remain in that same house, eating and drinking what they give you” (vs. 5, 7). God 

was teaching his missionaries, and us, when you go out with faith in His promises, he will 

send the right people at the right time to supply what you need. 

The apostle Paul reinforces that truth, saying, “And my God will fully supply your 

every need, according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19 EHV). Paul 

also told Timothy, “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought 

nothing into the world, and we certainly cannot take anything out. But if we have food 

and clothing, with these we will be satisfied” (1 Timothy 6:6-8 EHV). Do those passages 

describe you? Do you hold God to his promises? When we live the life of a missionary, the 

question is not “How much of what I have should I give to the Lord?” but rather “How 

much of all that God has given me do I need for the basics of life?” Then what does God 

want us to do with the rest of our blessings? With Christian wisdom he wants us to make 

the best use our resources to impact lives of others for eternity. Remember, you can’t take 

your stuff with you. But you can let God use those things in extraordinary ways so that 

you can bring others with you to heaven. 

But the resources we have access to on our Christian journey do not stop with our 

physical blessings. The same was true for the 72 that Jesus sent out. God gave those 72 the 

power to heal the sick wherever they went. That healing power gave authority to the 

message they were proclaiming, the message that “The kingdom of God has come near 

you” (v.9). That message carried power and authority. Jesus told the 72 that those who 

rejected the message would have it worse on Judgement Day than the wicked city of 

Sodom. Just like those 72, the message you carry has awesome power to forgive and open 

heaven to those who believe it. It also has the power to reveal unbelief for what it is, and to 

declare hell as the only future for that unbelief. 

The message of the kingdom of heaven that we share is the message about Jesus. It’s 

the account of how God himself stepped out of heaven and became a human being like us. 

It tells of Christ’s perfect denial of self so he could complete his missionary goal here. It’s 

the good news of Jesus who conquered Satan’s power by paying for the world’s sins on a 

cross. There on Calvary Christ even paid for our sinful “over packing” for this life. The 

message we share is about Jesus who ascended into heaven to rule over all powers and 
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authorities. It’s about Jesus who will come again to judge every soul, and to gather in the 

harvest of his believers. When we boldly depend on, and share, that incredible message, 

fantastic things happen! 

When our WELS missionaries return from their field of service they are bursting with 

so many exciting stories to tell. When the 72 returned from their trip they were overjoyed 

at what happened.  You can almost hear the excitement in their voices as they tell Jesus 

about the healings and the demons submitting to them. They weren’t used to wielding 

that kind of power. 

Like those 72, there are so many stories you could tell as you live as a missionary on 

this Christian journey: Stories of that neighbor who was so grateful that you took the time 

to share the words of Jesus with them. Stories of people on the brink of hopelessness until 

you shined into their life that light of Christ’s saving gospel. They are stories that come 

from simple acts of faith, actions that show our gratitude to our saving God as we show 

his love to others. And look at what God has done through our congregation: Vacation 

Bible Camps and Project Christmas where we had the opportunity to share the good news 

of Jesus’ forgiveness with others. Look what God has done through our connection to the 

Wisconsin Synod. God has used our Church Mission Offering (CMO) in an extraordinary 

way to raise up future pastors, teachers, and staff ministers who can train us, and others, 

for lives as missionaries. In connection with the extraordinary resources our WELS 

churches have provided we have witnessed amazing growth of mission fields all over the 

world in the just the last 10 years. And even now, there are people of every nation, tribe, 

and language who are moving into our neighborhoods. That means that as we live this 

Christian journey, we have the opportunity to touch the live of people from around the 

world with the unifying language of the gospel. 

With all the exciting stories to tell, Jesus reminds us that it’s not about us. What we 

have done or witnessed shouldn’t be the source of our joy. Rather  Jesus tells us, “Rejoice 

that your names have been written in heaven” (v. 20). Your name is written in heaven. 

That means you have a personal story to tell. It’s not a story about numbers or buildings or 

successes. It’s not about what you have done. It’s about what God has done for you. The 

personal story you have to tell is that you have been saved from sin and eternal death, by 

God’s grace, through faith in Jesus. That’s your story. Share that story! 

Today you have learned some important lessons about how to properly pack for your 

Christian journey. We learned we don’t want to over-packed for our journey in this life as 

a missionary. We also learned that we do want to evaluate the resources God has blessed 

us with, using what we need for the basics of life, and using the rest to serve our God and 

Savior. So as you travel on your Christian journey this week, consider the resources God 

has placed in your life. Live your life in faith, wisely using those blessings in line with 

God’s mission for your life. What may seem to be ordinary resources can become 

extraordinary, turning into stories of joy that are told for all eternity! Amen. 


