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18One time when Jesus was praying alone and the disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the 

crowds say that I am?” 19They answered, “‘John the Baptist,’ but others say, ‘Elijah,’ and others say 

‘one of the ancient prophets come back to life.’” 20He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 

And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” 21He gave them a strict command not to tell this to anyone. 
22He said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and 

experts in the law. He must be killed and be raised on the third day.” 23Jesus said to all of them, “If 

anyone wants to come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow me. 24For 

whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 

 

If you and I were to go out onto the busy streets of America, and we asked ten different 

people the question, “Who is Jesus?” I’m quite confident that we would get ten different 

answers. Polls and the media of our country show us time and again that the people of the 

United States do not understand who Jesus is, or what he is all about. 

But what if I were to do that same thing right here in this church. If I were to randomly 

select ten people from this congregation and ask, “Who is Jesus?” would I get ten answers 

that are the same, or would I get ten different answers? We hear about Jesus every week in 

worship, we study Jesus in our Bible classes, we read about him in our Bibles, but do we 

really understand Jesus? And along with understanding who Jesus is, do we fully 

understand the impact of his work on our lives? Jesus wanted to make sure is disciples 

understood who he was. As he comes to us in his word today, Jesus wants to make sure we 

correctly understand him as well.  That is why we need to ask: 

Theme:  Do we really understand who Jesus is? 

        I.  Many have wrong ideas about Jesus. 

       II.  Jesus tells us exactly what he is all about. 

Many people in Jesus day had wrong ideas about who he was. Luke tells us, One time 

when Jesus was praying alone and the disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do 

the crowds say that I am?” They answered, “‘John the Baptist,’ but others say, ‘Elijah,’ and 

others say ‘one of the ancient prophets come back to life.’” (vs. 18, 19). What these people 

said about Jesus sounds nice, yet all of their ideas about who Jesus is are wrong. John the 

Baptist, Elijah, and the other prophets were all just men. When the people spoke about Jesus 

this way they were seeing him as simply a man, and not as true God who had come in the 

flesh. 

Yet it was not just Jesus that people had wrong ideas about. The Jews of that time had 

wrong ideas about the Messiah, that is the Christ, the Savior God had promised. Jesus asked 

his disciples, “But who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” 

He gave them a strict command not to tell this to anyone (v. 20, 21). It might seem a little 

odd that Jesus would warn his disciples not to tell people that he was the Christ. Why 

wouldn’t Jesus want this truth to be known? Because the people of Jesus’ day thought the 

Christ would be a political ruler. Many Jews of that time believed the Messiah was going to 

come and save Israel from their worldly enemies. Since the people had this wrong idea about 

the Messiah, Jesus didn’t want people thinking this is what he had come to do, because Jesus 
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had come to save people from sin. 

The people of our day still have wrong ideas about who Jesus is. Some people say he was 

a good man; a respected teacher like Buddha or Mahatma Gandhi. Some say Jesus was 

nothing more than another spiritual guru trying to show people just one more way to get to 

heaven.   

But it is not just who he is, many today have wrong ideas about what Jesus came to do. 

There are those who say Jesus came to show us how to save ourselves. Some even believe 

that Jesus came to show us how we can have a good life here on this earth. There are people 

today who believe and teach that Jesus came to show people how to have worldly health and 

wealth and wisdom. 

We may chuckle at such wrong ideas, yet we also need to be careful. Our thinking can 

just as easily be swayed in the same direction. After all, we are Christian, aren’t we; children 

of the most high God? As God’s children don’t we have special rights and privileges? 

Shouldn’t our lives in this world be at least a little bit better than that of unbelievers who 

don’t follow God’s will? If we are striving to live as God wants us to live shouldn’t things go 

better for us in this world? Shouldn’t our lives be just a little nicer; a little more enjoyable?  

While this all sounds like it makes sense, God has not promised us any of those things in 

this life. This world we live in is far to polluted with sin, and that sin corrupts and destroys.  

If we are looking for glory in this world, then we’re looking in the wrong place. Those who 

teach that God wants us to have a glorious life in this world are teaching nothing but lies. 

Anything that we may enjoy in this life is simply a gift from God on our way to our real 

home. When the sin of worldly glory tempts you, remember who Jesus is. He is the God-man 

who came and saved the world from all of its sin. Trust in him for the forgiveness of all of 

your sins. 

One of the greatest dangers to correctly understanding Jesus is the very country and 

culture that we live in. Our country demands tolerance of not only all people but of all 

thoughts, all religions, and all philosophies. The culture we live in demands acceptance of all 

beliefs and behaviors, regardless of what God has to say about them. The pressure from our 

society can skew our thinking; it can have an effect on our beliefs to the point where we may 

start to question if we really do understand Jesus. Regardless of what the world may have to 

say about Jesus, if we want to know the truth about Christ, then it is best to get the truth 

directly from him. Jesus tells us exactly what he is all about. 

Jesus said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, 

chief priests, and experts in the law. He must be killed and be raised on the third day” (v. 

22). What Jesus was saying here was really nothing new. Isaiah painted this same picture of 

the Messiah’s work in chapter 53 of his book. God demanded payment for all of the sin in 

this world. The payment for one sin is a perfect life. The payment for all sins is a perfect, 

eternal life. Jesus makes his purpose and work clear by connecting his life to the description 

of the Messiah found in the book of Isaiah. Jesus work and teaching are not about politics or 

worldly power, they are not about having a prosperous, happy, and carefree life in this 

world. Jesus work and teaching are about removing sin. Christ came to save people from sin. 
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All people sin, and that sin brings spiritual and eternal death. There is no way anyone 

can save themselves from that kind of death. The only one who could save us was God. So 

God came in the flesh and suffered and died on a cross to pay for all sins; to pay for our sins.   

Yet, Jesus words show that his work did not stop with his sacrificial death. Jesus also 

spoke of his resurrection, the life that comes after this life. The idea of a resurrection from the 

dead was not some new idea Jesus came up with. Long before Jesus came, Isaiah wrote about 

the resurrection from the dead (Isaiah 26:19), and Job spoke about how he would see God in 

his own flesh with his own eyes even after he died (Job 19:26-27). Jesus is the fulfillment of 

those prophecies. Those who trust in Christ for the forgiveness of their sins will rise to live a 

glorious new life in heaven. 

But that does not mean a believer’s life on this earth is going to be glorious. No, the truth 

is, our life here on this earth will be more like that of our Savior’s. Jesus said, “If anyone 

wants to come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow me” (v. 

23). For a believer to take up their cross means to accept whatever suffering might come into 

their life as a result of their faith. Suffering comes as a part of a believer’s commitment to 

Christ and his kingdom. The cross, and the suffering that goes with it, is something that is 

part of a believer’s daily life. That suffering may mean persecution. Persecution is something 

all Christians face in one form or another. Just as Jesus was rejected by “intelligent” people of 

his day, we also will be rejected. The “worldly” intelligent ridicule us for believing in such 

“nonsense” as a triune God, or that we eat Jesus body and blood in the Lord’s Supper. We 

may be ridiculed by the “religiously” intelligent, especially those who say Jesus did not rise 

from the dead. When we say that Jesus’ resurrection means we will also rise from the dead 

these religious “experts” often say we are ignorant. 

But there is more to a Christian’s cross than just persecution. What is a cross used for? It’s 

used to kill someone.  Jesus said, “If anyone wants to come after me, let him deny himself.” 

For our faith to continue living, as believers we need to deny our old, sinful selves. We need 

to kill our Sinful Nature every single day. The only way we can do that is with the power 

Jesus himself gives us: The power of his cross. But putting our Sinful Nature to “death” will 

cause us suffering. Some of the greatest suffering we face in our lives comes during the 

struggles we face against personal sin. As we fight against the temptation of greed, we feel 

anguish over the things we know we cannot have. As we struggle against our desire for a 

perfect life in this world, we may feel the pain of hopelessness. As we wrestle with wanting 

to have things our own way instead of God’s way, we feel the heat of our own anger and 

frustration. As we fight the desire to have the people of this world like us, even though they 

don’t like Jesus, the loneliness of that battle can really hurt. 

When the desire to sin comes upon us, we need to pick up our cross and crucify that Old, 

Sinful self. When our sinful nature tries to take control, we look to Christ for strength to 

battle that enemy; we carry our cross and in the face of temptation we say, “I died to that.” 

We turn away from that sin, and we turn again and again to our Savior. Remembering what 

Jesus has done for us we gladly suffer that “death” of our Old Self, as our Lord leads us into 

a new and eternal life. 
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So, do we “get it?” Do we really understand who Jesus is? He is true God and true man. 

He is both sacrifice and Savior. He is the crucified and the risen. He is the one who gave his 

perfect life to save us from the hell that we deserved. By his cross Christ gives us the power 

to fight temptation and sin. By his resurrection Jesus gives us the hope and peace of knowing 

that one day this cross that we carry will be exchanged for a crown of glory. Amen. 

 

 


