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The whole earth had one language and a single vocabulary. As people traveled in the east, they 

found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they settled there. 3They said to one another, “Come, let’s 

make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used mud brick instead of stone for building material, 

and they used tar for mortar. 4They said, “Come, let’s build a city for ourselves and a tower whose 

top reaches to the sky, and let’s make a name for ourselves, so that we will not be scattered abroad 

over the face of the whole earth.” 5The Lord came down to see the city and the tower that the people 

were building. 6The Lord said, “If this is the first thing they are doing as one people, who all have 

one language, then nothing that they intend to do will be too difficult for them. 7Come, let’s go 

down there and confuse their language, so that they cannot understand one another’s speech.” 8So 

the Lord scattered them from there over the face of the whole earth, and they stopped building the 

city. 9It was named Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of the whole earth. From 

there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth.  

 

What do the Great Wall of China and the Maginot Line in France have in common? 

Both were huge defensive walls built to keep people from invading the country, and both 

failed to do that. The Great Wall of China failed not because it wasn’t able to invaders out, 

but because the country was overthrown from within. The French Maginot line failed 

because it was meant to keep ground troops out, but the Germans used their Air Force to 

fly right past the Maginot line and right into France. These two defensive walls took a 

huge amount of money, time, and workers to build, yet in the end neither one had the 

power to keep their respective countries from being overthrown. 

We see something similar in our Bible text today. The people of this world thought 

they could build something that would keep one of God’s commands from being fulfilled. 

God had told the people of this world to “fill the earth,” but the people wanted to stay in 

one place instead. They thought that if they built a huge tower, the sight of that tower 

would help all the people stay together instead of spreading out over the earth. In their 

sinful pride the people thought they could outsmart God. But they learned, all too quickly, 

that their ingenuity and building skills were simply not enough, because … 

Theme:  A tower is no match for God's power. 

        I.  God's power scatters the tower of pride. 

       II.  God's Spirit saves from the tower of sin. 

This text takes place not too long after the flood, possibly within the first few hundred 

years. These people all descended from Noah, so they all speak the same language that 

Noah spoke. As the population grew people started moving further away from where the 

ark had landed on Mount Ararat. This was good because God had commanded the people, 

“Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth” (Genesis 9:1). It appears they were 

starting to do that. Our text says, “As people traveled in the east, they found a plain in 

the land of Shinar, and they settled there” (v. 2). The people found some good land. It 
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appeared to be fertile for growing crops and good for raising livestock. It would be a good 

place to settle down for a while.  

But the people didn’t want to just settle down for a while. Instead they said, “Come, 

let’s build a city for ourselves and a tower whose top reaches to the sky, and let’s make a 

name for ourselves, so that we will not be scattered abroad over the face of the whole 

earth” (v. 4). There are two problems here. The first problem was that the people were not 

following God’s commanded to fill the earth. Instead, they were going to build a city with 

a huge tower so they wouldn’t be scattered all over the earth. The second problem was 

worse than the first: They were doing all of this to make a name for themselves. Forget 

about glorifying God for the good land he had given them, forget about doing what God 

said they should do, they wanted a name for themselves! They wanted to be remembered 

for generations to come as the ones who worked to make this great tower and city. Instead 

of honoring God’s name, they wanted people to honor their name! 

But God was not going to allow this rebellion to go unchecked. The Lord said, “If this 

is the first thing they are doing as one people, who all have one language, then nothing 

that they intend to do will be too difficult for them. Come, let’s go down there and 

confuse their language, so that they cannot understand one another’s speech”  (vs. 6-7). 

This great tower the people were building, and the great name they were going to 

build with it, suddenly came to a screeching halt. Their tower was no match for God’s 

power. Suddenly, the people could no longer understand each other. God had confused 

the language that allowed them to work together. What once had united them now 

divided them. Soon suspicion, mistrust, and even hatred arose among the people, until 

finally they did what God wanted them to do in the first place: So the Lord scattered them 

from there over the face of the whole earth, and they stopped building the city (v. 8). 

God used his power to scatter these people in their pride and stop their foolish rebellion.  

So what towers do we try to build? What things do we do to make a name for 

ourselves? Does our occupation, or what we use to do for a living, something we talk 

about more than our faith? Does our family, and the time we spend with them, dictate 

how much time we spend with God in worship or studying his word? Is our reputation 

that tower? Do we want to be the person everyone looks up to and admires? Or is our 

tower more like the one in Babel? Do we take more pride in the building that we worship 

in, than in the one we worship in the building? Do we proclaim the name of our church 

building more than we proclaim the name of Jesus our Savior? Has the name of the church 

become more important than God’s name? 

For every tower we work to erect God works to stop our foolish rebellion by confusing 

our plans. God uses his power to scatter our foolish pride, and to move us to repent of our 

sinful tower building. 

When God scattered the people of Babel by confusing their language, he did so for 

their good. If God had not scattered the people across the face of the earth, then he would 
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not have been able to carry out his plan of salvation. God knew he was going to call 

Abraham out of the Land of Haran. But there would be Haran if people never moved 

there. God knew he was going to call Abraham’s descendants out of the land of Egypt and 

into the land of Canaan. God knew he would call his own Son out of Egypt after King 

Herod threatened his life. God also knew that the people living in Jerusalem and Judah 

would end his Son’s life. Yet, in that selfish act of pride God would bring about the 

forgiveness of sins for the whole world. But none of that would have happened if the 

people in our reading had stayed on that plain in Shinar. 

God the Father needed the people of Israel to be in Jerusalem so that God could stop 

the people of the world from building another tower, a tower of sin; a tower that would 

eternally separate people from God and his love. As God uses his power to scatter that 

tower of pride each of us loves to build, God's Spirit saves from the tower of sin. 

At Babel God confused the language of the people to stop their sinful scheming. In 

Jerusalem on Pentecost, God the Holy Spirit reversed that confusion. In our second 

reading we heard that Jesus disciples “saw divided tongues that were like fire resting on 

each one of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, since the Spirit was giving them the ability to speak fluently” (vs. 3-4). Now 

this miracle that the Spirit worked in the disciples would have been pointless if the 

disciples never came in contact with people who spoke those languages. But God had 

already taken care of that detail. We are told that, “there were godly Jewish men from 

every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem” (Acts 2:5). The Holy Spirit gave the 

disciples the ability to speak different languages so that they could go out into the crowd 

gathered there in Jerusalem and share with them God’s good news of salvation. When the 

people heard the disciples they said, “we hear them declaring in our own languages the 

wonderful works of God” (v. 11)! By the power of the Holy Spirit, working through the 

words of those disciples, the people repented and were baptized into Jesus name for the 

forgiveness of their sins. 

Since the initial rebellion of Adam and Eve, sin has been building up like a tower 

around the people of this world, walling them off and separating them from God. But 

through the good news of what Jesus Christ did to pay for sin God the Holy Spirit knocks 

down that tower of sin and rescues people by creating faith in their hearts.  

That is what the Spirit does for us as well. Through God’s powerful word the Spirit 

knocks down our sinful towers of work and reputation and pride. The Spirit rescues us 

from the hellish consequences of our sins by connecting us to Christ’s salvation. It is the 

Holy Spirit who works repentance and faith in our hearts. By his almighty power the 

Spirit turns our confused self-centeredness into a living faith that understands God’s good 

and gracious will. The Spirit changes our confused, sinful minds into minds that can grasp 

God’s will, and he gives us the desire to carry out that will. By the power of the Spirit we 

are set free from our slavery to sin and joined together with other believers into the body 
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of God’s Holy Christian Church. 

As a part of his Church, God also empowers us to go out and share the good news of 

Jesus with the world. Yet God has not blessed all of us with the ability to speak in different 

languages. Yet you do speak the language of the people who live in this area. And along 

with knowing the language of the people who live here you understand the culture of 

those who live around you. You grew up with these people, so you understand how they 

think and why they do what they do. You would know best how to share Jesus with 

someone who lives in this area. You have a connection with them. With the faith God has 

given you, you have more than enough power and ability to share the good news of Jesus 

with the people who you interact with in your part of the world. 

At Babel the people were determined to build a tower to keep them in one place. But 

that tower was no match for God power. God used his power his power to confuse their 

language and stop their sinful rebellion. Then God used his power to bring about the 

salvation of the entire world.  

By the power of God’s Holy Spirit we know that we have been saved from our sins. 

With the power that God’s Spirit has given us may we joyfully use the language we have 

to share Jesus with the people we know. Let’s share Christ so that more people may come 

to enjoy the peace we have with God. Let’s share our Lord with others so they can become 

a part of Jesus’ Holy Christian Church, and so they can enjoy the fellowship we enjoy with 

believers of every nation, tribe, and language. May God’s power keep your faith strong 

and keep you in the blessed union of his Church for all eternity. Amen. 


