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After Judas left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in him, 

God will also glorify the Son in himself and will glorify him at once.” 33“Dear children, I am going to be with you only a 

little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 
34“A new commandment I give you: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, so also you are to love one another. 35By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

 
What are some of the things that you love? Your family? Your friends? Your favorite food? The 

beauties of nature? There are many things we claim to “love,” but what does it actually mean to 
“love” someone or something? What is love? 

Normally we describe love as an emotion. Love is an attraction we have toward someone 

because of how that person makes us feel. Love is what we feel toward something that makes us 
feel good, like our favorite food or favorite song. These are certainly valid ways to describe love.  

In this portion of God’s word from John’s Gospel, Jesus gives his disciples a command. He says, 
“Love one another” (v. 34). Now, as Jesus speaks of love it is very easy for us to get the wrong idea 

of what he is talking about. You see, the word Jesus used in his command, the word we translate as 
“love,”  has a meaning that is so very different from our 21st Century ideas of love. As Jesus gives this 
command to his disciples, he wants them and us to understand this: 

Theme:  It’s not that kind of love. 

Jesus is not talking about some fuzzy, touchy-feely, emotional kind of love. Jesus is talking 

about love that is connected to his glory. And Christ’s glory is not a worldly glory. John writes, 

After Judas left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in him” (v. 
31). To understand Jesus’ love we need to understand his glory. 

Judas, one of Jesus’ own disciples, had just walked out the door to finalize his betrayal of Jesus. 

We can only imagine the pain Christ felt at that betrayal. But look at Jesus’ words. “Now the Son 

of Man is glorified” (v. 31). Jesus does not speak of fear, or hurt, or anger, instead he says 
something that doesn’t connect with our reason. He speaks of being glorified. The Son of God, who 
has lived his life completely without sin, was about to be glorified as he carried out his Father’s will 
by his betrayal, and suffering, and death. And after that death, he would be glorified as he rises from 

the dead. Christ’s glory is seen in all he did for the people of this world. 

This glory Jesus speaks of would also be given to God the Father. It is the Father’s plan of 

salvation he was fulfilling. What Jesus accomplished in his life and death and resurrection brought 
him glory, and it brought his Father glory. What the Father had planned for the world, and what 
Jesus was about to do for the world, was the result of the absolutely unwavering love the Triune 
God has for his creation. Connected to his glory, we see Jesus’ love most clearly in all he has done 

for us. This is the love Jesus commanded his disciples to have. Our Lord says, “A new command I 

give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another” (v. 34).  
Christian love is not about feelings or emotions. It isn’t about hearts and roses and chocolates. 

It’s not about affection at all. Christian love is not an emotion of the heart, it’s an act of the will. It’s 
not some involuntary, emotional reaction, but rather it is a conscious choice. This love has nothing 

to do with how a person feels about the one to whom they are showing love. Christian love is 

demonstrated whether the recipient is lovable or unlovable.  



It’s not that kind of love. 
Text: John 13:31-35 for 5/19/2019 by Pastor Bolwerk 

2 

In 1 Corinthians 13 the Apostle Paul give a beautiful description of what Christian love looks 
like. Christian love is patient, kind, humble, and forgiving. It’s not envious, boastful, proud, or rude. 
It is not selfish or easily angered, but instead it protects and trusts. Notice, none of these 
descriptions of Christian love are emotions. In fact, most are actions. 

Jesus never told us to have affection for our enemies. He told us to show Christian love to our 
enemies. Jesus never said we had to somehow conjure up warm feelings for every fellow believer. 
Yet Jesus would have us make the conscious choice to show them his love. Our great failure here is 
not just a failure to grasp the true meaning of Christian love. Ours is a failure to live that love. Our 

sinful nature says “Well, I don’t like that person, so there’s no way I can love them!” Our sinful self only wants 

to show love to those who show love to us first. Our sinful nature demands the warm feelings of 

romantic love or friendly love first, before we will even consider showing love to another. 

But that warm, fuzzy “love” is not Christian love. That is the world’s version of love. And 
there’s nothing special about that kind of love because it is a selfish love. But Jesus calls this love a 

new command to love. And the reason Jesus calls it new is not about the feelings behind it, but 

about the power behind it. God has been commanding his people to love one another since Old 
Testament times. But this command to love is new because of the one commanding it. 

Jesus says, “Just as I have loved you, so also you are to love one another” (v. 34). Before 

Jesus came God commanded us to love others like ourselves. But now Jesus commands us to love 
others like he loves us. Christ’s love for his disciples, and for us, is no warm and fuzzy affection. 
Jesus’ love was an act of his will, to love those who are completely unlovable. It was a conscious 
choice on his part to lovingly exercise patience, kindness, and forgiveness. 

We see that love in Jesus’ seemingly irrational decision to walk headlong into suffering and 
death—and this after washing the feet of his betrayer. To wash your enemy’s feet knowing he’s 
going to betray you — that is Christ-like love. To suffer and die for that same betrayer, to suffer and 
die for you and me who by nature are no better than that betrayer — that’s Christian love. This is a 
Godly love, seen in its fullness only in the Son of God. The Apostle Paul probably sums up 

Christian love best when he says, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Paul could have just as accurately written, 

“While we were still no better than Judas, Christ died for us.” That is true Christian love. 

This love is so new, so different, and so special, that even those who are not Christians notice 

it. Even though it’s impossible for them to understand it, they still see it in us. Jesus says, “By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (v. 35). What 

makes this love so different, so special is not just the way it looks. It’s not just the fact that it’s 
shown to all people, including the unlovable. It’s not just that it seems irrational and unfair. 
Christian love is new and different because it is a response to Christ’s love for us. As we hear what 
Jesus has done for us his love strikes our hearts and moves our faith to reflect his love. Think about 
it: Why would any of us show loving patience, or kindness, or forgiveness to our enemies? Why 
would any of us show love to those who we feel are unworthy of love? We show that love because 
that is the way our Savior loves us. 

When we look at the perfect example of love that the Apostle Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 
13, we see in those words Christ’s love for us. Jesus chose to show the fullness of that love to sinners 
like you and me. Connected to Christ by faith, that is the love Jesus works to fill us with.  
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But it sure is hard to love that way, isn’t it? Sometimes it seems like our sinful nature has more 
control over our emotions than we do. So when someone says something that makes me angry, I’m 
not thinking about kindness. When there are five other people in front of me at the grocery store 
checkout, and I need to be somewhere soon, I’m not thinking about patience. When someone hurts 
me by their sinful actions it is very likely that I am not thinking about forgiveness, and I am 
certainly not thinking about love.  

But Christian love is not that kind of love. Christian love focuses the eyes of our heart on 
Christ’s cross and reminds us that we should have died there; we should face the torments of hell 
instead of Jesus. Then, that love points our eyes to Jesus’ empty tomb and says, “See, he has risen! 
Your sins are paid for! You will not die forever in hell. You will rise to a glorious eternal life.” That 
reminder of his love softens our hard hearts. It calms our emotions. It moves our will to reflect the 

will of Jesus. Focusing on Christ’s love for us empowers us to be kind, and patient, and forgiving. 
The love of this world is so unstable. What people love one day can be something they hate the 

next. The love of the world changes with the wind. Why? Because worldly love is based on 
emotions, and a person’s emotions are constantly changing. But Christ’s love is not that kind of 
love. Jesus love never changes because his love is not based on emotion; it is based on his perfect, 
unchanging will. And what is God’s will? That all people would be saved and come to a knowledge 
of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4). That all people hear of Jesus, repent of their sins, and trust in Jesus for 
forgiveness and salvation. 

Christian love is a love that takes action. It is a love that is moved by the power of Christ 
himself. The more we are filled with the Word of God the more Jesus fills us with his power. The 

more we are filled with the power of Christ the more we are able to love as he loves: fully and 
unconditionally. And that love moves us to share with others what Jesus has shared with us: 
forgiveness, peace, and life. 

In our lives emotions will continue to come and go; they will constantly ebb and flow. But as 
they do, may the power of Jesus’ Word make us strong to do his will. May the love of Christ so fill 
our hearts and minds that our emotions are never able to hold us captive. Instead, may his love 
overflow within us, and flow out from us to those around us. Christ’s love moved him to give his all 
so that you could have God’s best: forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus lived his love so that you can 

share in that love, now and forever. Amen. 


