
“It is the Lord!” 
Text: John 21:1-14 for May 5, 2019 by Pastor Bolwerk 

1 

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way:  2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called 
Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together.  3 “I’m going out to 
fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they 
caught nothing. 4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called 
out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. 6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat 
and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 7 Then the 
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped 
his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water.  8 The other disciples followed in the boat, 
towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards.  9 When they landed, they saw a fire of 
burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 

Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not 
torn.  12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it 
was the Lord.  13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish.  14 This was now the third time 
Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

 
Perhaps you have witnessed a scene like this: There is a long red carpet leading up to a set of glass 

doors. On either side of the carpet are thick, velvety red ropes separating the carpet from the 
surrounding area. There are body guards strategically placed along the carpet to keep people from 
leaning over too far. As a long black limousine pulls up you hear the excited whispers of the people 
crowded around, “It's him! He's here!” Soon cameras are flashing and necks are straining to get a glimpse 
of this famous person. 

This is how the world displays its glory:  in the glitz and glamour of fame and material possessions. 
Yet this is not how our risen Lord displays his glory. In fact at times when Jesus first shows himself he 
to someone he appears to be a complete stranger. Yet when he makes his glory known the results are 
the same as the scene I just described. As Jesus revealed his glory to his disciples, John cried out, 

Theme:  “It is the Lord!” 
           I.  Displaying the power of his Word. 
          II. Providing for his people. 

As we read John's words the first thing he tells us is that what he is describing took place after 
what we heard last week. Last Sunday we heard of how Jesus appeared to his disciples two Sundays in 
a row. He appeared to them to prove that he had truly risen from the dead. He dispelled their fears and 
gave them peace. 

John tells us that Jesus showed himself to his disciples again by the Sea of Tiberius. We may not be 
familiar with any sea named Tiberius. Yet that is the name the Romans gave to the Sea of Galilee. Since 
John was writing his gospel mainly for non-Jews he uses the name “Sea of Tiberius” because they would 
more easily recognize the Roman name. 

But why were the disciples in the northern part of Israel by the Sea of Galilee? Because Jesus had 
told them to go there. Saint Matthew tells us in his Gospel that when Jesus met the women at the 
empty tomb on Easter morning he said they should tell the disciples to go to Galilee and there they 
would see him. Having seen with their own eyes that Jesus was alive the disciples now go up to Galilee 
as Jesus had told them to do. 

As they are waiting to see Jesus, Peter – who does not like to just sit and do nothing – decides to go 
fishing and some of the other disciples join him. So seven of them set out in a boat, and even though they 
spend the entire night fishing they do not catch anything. 

After a rather fruitless night of fishing they start making their way back to shore. When they are 
about 100 yards from land a stranger on the shore calls out and asks them if they have any fish. John has 
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already told us that this “stranger” is Jesus. Why the disciples did not recognize Jesus we do not know. 
There could be any number of reasons for this, yet it does not really matter. Jesus is about to make it 
clear to them who he is as he demonstrates to them the power of his word. When the disciples say they 
have no fish Jesus says, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” 
When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish (v. 6). Often 
when we think of the power of these words we think of the large number of fish that appear. Yet if we 
think that this is all that these words have the power to do then we miss the true power of Jesus words. 
Remember, these men are professional fishermen who had applied all their knowledge and skill that 
night to catching fish, and they caught nothing. Now, someone who appears to be a total stranger tells 
them that if they just throw their net to the right of their boat they will catch some fish. Had this 
“stranger” been just any mere human being these seasoned fishermen may very well have laughed off his 
suggestion. But look at what they do! They do not even think twice. The power of Jesus words works a 
trust in them which causes them to respond. 

Along with that response we see that Jesus words have the power to fulfill what he promises. He 
said that they will find fish on the right side of the boat, and his words were fulfilled almost as soon as 
the net hit the water. In this one sentence from our Savior's lips we see the incredible power held in his 
words! 

Or do we? Do we recognize the power of Jesus' word? How often do we neglect the Word of our 
God found on the pages of the Bible because we do not recognize the power those words contain? Do 
we neglect that Word because we feel that it does not have anything to say to us? Do our minds wander 
as the pastor reads the Bible lessons on Sunday because we feel that we have heard it all before anyway? 
How many times have we broken the third commandment by disregarding or disrespecting God's 
Word and the power it contains? This sin against the Word of God removes from us the blessings that 
we receive from that word. 

Yet, look at what John says when that word works recognition in his heart. Then the disciple 
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” (v. 7). This was not just any stranger speaking these 
words, this was the risen Lord! This was the Lord Jesus standing on the shore, displaying the glory of 
his resurrection. This was the Lord displaying not only his power over nature, but his conquering 
power over sin, death and hell. He has triumphed over all our enemies. He has paid for all our sins. He 
has removed the guilt of our neglecting his word. And now, through that word, he displays his power as 
he showers blessings on his people. 

Let us not forget who is doing all of this.  It is our Lord, Jesus Christ. And he is certainly deserving of 
the title “Lord.” It is a title used to describe a person who is in a position of authority, someone who is a 
master, a leader, a ruler. Most rulers in this world demand honor and respect from their subjects. Many 
in positions of power expected to be waited on hand and foot. They expect others to serve them and 
provide for them. How different our Lord Jesus is. As he displays his power and glory he does so not to 
demand honor and respect. Instead he does it to help his people. As the Apostle John sets before us this 
picture of the risen Christ we also see that “It is the Lord!” providing for his people. 

Notice how Jesus cares for the needs of his disciples. The risen Savior, who has authority and 
power over everything in heaven and on earth, the one who deserves to be honored and worshiped for 
his saving grace, and what do we see him using his miraculous powers to do? He makes his disciples 
breakfast. He provides for their most basic need and he even feeds them with his own hands. And he 
does not stop there. He even provides for their ongoing needs. Remember that miraculous catch of fish? 
One hundred and fifty-three large fish would not only provide food for the disciples, but they could also 
sell them so that they would have money to continue to take care of their needs. 

Now, don’t think that just because Jesus has since ascended back into heaven that he no longer 
personally provides for his people. When we pray “give us this day our daily bread” he not only gives us 
bread, but he gives us so much more: Food, drink, clothing, shelter, family, friends. He makes sure that 
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our basic needs are provided for every day. Yet he does not stop there. He gives us skills and abilities to 
use to earn a living; to provide for our ongoing needs. He gives us the ability to make choices in where, 
when and how we will not only eat, but live our every-day lives. And most importantly Jesus has given 
us freedom from our sins, so now we can live every moment of our lives in that freedom. No matter what 
happen in our lives we know that Jesus will take care of us now, and for all eternity. 

As Jesus provides for the needs of his people, he also supplies them with what they will need to do 
his work. As the disciples hauled in this miraculous catch of fish it would have reminded them of 
another miraculous catch of fish that Jesus provided. It would have reminded them of the time when 
Jesus called them to be his disciples. It was at that time when Jesus said that he would make them 
fishers of men. And now they knew how they would do that. They had experienced firsthand the power 
of Jesus’ word to work faith in a person's heart. Jesus would soon send his Holy Spirit to remind the 
disciples of his words. As the disciples spread the good news of Jesus death and resurrection for the 
payment of sins, that gospel message would work faith in people’s hearts; it would create in them a new 
life of trust in Jesus. 

Not only was the gospel message proclaimed by the disciples, but it was also written down. The 
words of our God written in the Bible have been proclaimed throughout the ages right down to today. 
Through his Word God has created faith in our hearts, and he has placed his Word right into our hands. 
We have experienced firsthand the Word that creates and strengths faith. Through that Word we see 
the glory of the resurrected Christ. We know our sins have all been forgiven, and that we will one day 
enjoy eternal life in God's heavenly mansions. God has supplied us with what we need to do his work. 
And his work is so simple. Out of joy and thanks to God we share with others that life saving gospel 
which our Savior has so graciously shared with us. 

Yes, it is the Lord! It is the master and ruler of heaven and earth. It is the one who was raised from 
death to life and now holds all power and authority. He is the one who conquered sin, death and Satan 
so he could set the entire world free. He is the Lord who displays the power of his word. He is the Lord 
who provides everything we need in this life. He is the Lord who works faith in our hearts so we can 
enjoy heaven in the life to come. He is our Lord, our King, and our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 


