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12Many signs and wonders were done among the people through the hands of the apostles. With one mind, 

they all continued meeting in Solomon’s Colonnade. 17The high priest rose up, along with his associates (that 

is, the party of the Sadducees), because they were filled with envy. 18They arrested the apostles and put them in 

the public prison. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the prison, brought them 

out, and said, 20“Go, stand in the temple and keep on telling the people the whole message about this life.” 
21After they heard this, they entered the temple courts at daybreak and began to teach. When the high priest 

and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin (that is, the whole council of elders of the people 

of Israel). Then they sent orders to the jail to have the apostles brought in. 22But when the officers arrived, they 

did not find them in the prison. They returned and reported, 23“We found the prison securely locked and the 

guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them, we found no one inside!” 24When the captain of the 

temple guard and the chief priests heard these words, they were puzzled about them, wondering what could 

have happened. 25Then someone came and reported to them, “Look! The men you put in prison are standing in 

the temple courts and teaching the people.” 26Then the captain went with the officers and brought the apostles 

in without force, because they were afraid that the people might stone them. 27After they brought them in, they 

had them stand before the Sanhedrin. The high priest asked them, 28“Did we not give you strict orders not to 

teach in this name? Look, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are determined to bring this 

man’s blood down on us!” 29But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than men. 30The 

God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you arrested and killed by hanging him on a cross. 31God exalted him to 

his right hand as Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and the forgiveness of sins. 32We are witnesses 

of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”  

 

To be or not to be? In Shakespeare’s play Hamlet the title character ponders that very question. 

That question comes to Hamlet’s mind because life has been difficult for him and he is not sure if it 

is better for him to live or to die. The question he ponders is really about making a choice between 

life and death. 

In this portion of Scripture that we are considering today we find a group of people who are 

also faced with difficulties. The difficult situation they face in their lives leads them to have to make 

a decision, and we can learn from their decision. The apostles had to make a choice, and God wants 

us to consider that same choice. In his Word God sets before us the question … 

Theme:  To speak or not to speak? 

        I.  When the world says “No,” obey God. 

       II.  When the Holy Spirit says “Go,” proclaim Christ. 

When it comes to speaking to people about our Savior God the world very often says “No, I 

don’t want to hear about your God.” Peter and John had already heard this worldly “No!” These 

men had been called before the Sanhedrin once prior to our reading, and the leaders of Israel told 

them not to teach about Jesus. Yet Peter, John, and the other disciples kept on proclaiming that good 

news of Christ’s resurrection. So, at this point in their ministry there were over 5000 people who 

trusted in Jesus as their Savior. The more the disciples spoke, the more people the Holy Spirit 

brought to faith. 

But as our text tells us, “The high priest rose up, along with his associates (that is, the party of 

the Sadducees), because they were filled with envy” (v. 17). These men were not only envious 

because the apostles were gaining more converts, but they were angry over what apostles taught: 
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that Jesus rose from the dead. The High Priest and the Sadducees did not believe Jesus was the 

Messiah; they had killed him for that reason. But they also did not believe in the resurrection from 

the dead. They though Jesus’ disciples were trying to destroy what they believed was the “true” 

religion of Israel. So to stop the apostles they threw them in jail. 

But the apostles were not in jail very long. During the night an angle comes, sets them free, and 

tells them: “Go, stand in the temple and keep on telling the people the whole message about this 

life” (v. 20). Remember, these men had been put in jail for talking about Jesus, and now the angel 

tells them to go back and do that again. At this point the apostles had a decision to make: To speak 

or not to speak. They could run away and hide from the Sanhedrin and not teach about Jesus, or 

they could listen to angel – they could go to the temple, speak about Jesus, and possibly end back up 

in jail or even worse. By the power of Holy Spirit the apostles choose to obey God.  We are told, 

“After they heard this, they entered the temple courts at daybreak and began to teach” (v. 21). 

Like the apostles we have been set free. The Holy Spirit has freed us from our sins by creating 

faith in us to trust Jesus’ saving work. Having freed us, the Holy Spirit reminds us what Jesus wants 

us to do: “Go […] and preach the good news to all creation” (Mark 16:15). And the Spirit also 

reminds us what we will face as believers in Christ. Jesus said, “If they persecuted me, they will 

persecute you also” (John 15:20b), and “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and 

take up his cross and follow me” (Matthew 16:24). As believers we face persecution and a cross. 

Like the disciples we have a decision to make: We can run and hide from the sinful world that 

would persecute us; we can close our mouths and not speak about Jesus as we try and avoid the 

cross. Or, we can go and tell others the good news we have been told. 

Sitting here in church that decision seems rather easy: We will simply go and tell others the 

good news, because that’s what our “New self” wants to do. But telling others is not always as easy 

as we would like to think. Think of someone you truly care about. Maybe it’s your spouse, a child or 

grand-child, or perhaps even your best friend. When this person commits a blatant sin against God, 

do you tell them; do you point out their sin to them? That’s not so easy, it is? Or maybe you know 

someone who doesn’t know Jesus. Do you ever talk to that person about Jesus, telling them of all 

Christ did to save them from their sins? Our sinful self doesn’t want to deal with the angry words 

and persecution that come along with speaking about Christ. And Satan is always working to get us 

to back down and not speak about Jesus. The devil keeps telling us, “It’s not worth it, no one going 

to listen to you. Let someone else ‘more qualified’ do it.” Do we listen to our sinful self? Do we listen 

to Satan? When the world says “No” do we run away from opportunities to speak about Jesus? 

When we have said nothing, when our tongues remain silent, it’s then that we need to 

remember the good news that the apostles proclaimed: That Jesus came to give us repentance and 

the forgiveness of sins. With his law Jesus helps us to see our sinfulness and moves our hearts to 

turn away from that sin. In repentance we turn to Jesus, and he freely and fully forgives us. He 

forgives us for not obeying God. He forgives us for allowing ourselves to be persuaded by the 

people of this world. He forgives us for not speaking his word. You are forgiven of all of these 

things. Which means you are free, free to proclaim the gospel! Don’t let the world intimidate you. 

Instead, be like the apostles: When the world says “No,” obey God. 

How did the disciples obey God? By doing what the angel had told them to do. The angle that 

released the apostles from prison told them to “go,” and “tell” people about Jesus. So that is what 

they did. Through the word of God the Holy Spirit says something similar to us. He tells us to “go” 
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and “tell;” to go and speak to people about Jesus. The apostles knew they would be putting their 

lives in danger by going to the temple, yet they didn’t argue with the angle. Instead, they simply 

went and spoke trusting that God would take care of them. God the Holy Spirit wants us to do the 

same. When it comes to deciding whether to speak or not to speak, when the Holy Spirit says “Go,” 

simply proclaim Christ. 

Sad to say, too often we convince ourselves that we don’t have what it takes to tell others about 

Jesus. But when we think that, we are forgetting the very power that God has given to each of us 

who believe in him. As Peter said, “We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, 

whom God has given to those who obey him” (v. 32). The power of the Holy Spirit in us who 

believe. The Spirit not only gives us new life in Christ, he gives us the words to speak about Christ. 

The Holy Spirit witnessed everything Jesus had said and done. Now, the Spirit speaks that saving 

message of Christ to others through us. He gives us the words we need to speak the gospel to 

others. Jesus said to his disciples, “Do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time 

you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father 

speaking through you” (Matthew 10:19,20). When the Holy Spirit tells us to go and tell others, he 

doesn’t send us out alone. He is right there with us. 

But maybe you are still thinking to yourself, “But I am not a good speaker.” You can be! You 

can speak to others with more than just words. You can speak with your actions: the way you live, 

how you dress, the way you treat others, and even the way you speak – speaking to others with 

gentleness and respect. These are all ways that we can show others how Christ lived. But eventually 

we need to use words to communicate the gospel truth.  

And when it comes to clearly speaking God’s word, you need to be in the Word! Are you? Are 

you reading God’s word on a daily basis? Are you hearing God’s Word regularly in worship? Are 

you coming to Bible study regularly? The more you read and hear and study God’s word the easier 

it becomes to communicate that word. 

And our Lord wants us to communicate that word wherever we may be. When the Holy Spirit 

says “Go,” simply go and speak the words God has given you. That might be at school. It could be 

at the office. It could be on a trip to the grocery store, or having dinner at a restaurant, or even just 

hanging out with your friends. Wherever God gives you the opportunity, take that opportunity to 

share the gospel. 

And sharing the gospel doesn’t mean you have to have some long, complicated message. No, 

just look at the message Peter shared with the Sanhedrin. Peter said, “The God of our fathers raised 

Jesus, whom you arrested and killed by hanging him on a cross. God exalted him to his right 

hand as Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and the forgiveness of sins” (vs. 30, 31). 

This is simply law and simple gospel. Peter makes it clear to these men that they have done 

something offensive before God, yet God has done something to take away their sin. Peter didn’t 

use fancy words or logical arguments; he simply presented these people with the truth they needed 

to hear, and he left the rest up to God. He simply let the Holy Spirit do his work. That’s all God asks 

of us: share his simple truths with others and leave the work of creating faith to the Holy Spirit. 

Because when the Holy Spirit says “Go” he goes with us in the Word. We speak and the Spirit 

transforms. So when the Holy Spirit says “Go”, simply go and proclaim Christ. Speak to others 

about your Lord, Jesus. 

To be or not to be? To speak or not to speak? Speaking may not seem like a matter of life or 
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death, but without the gospel a person cannot have faith in Christ. And if a person does not trust in 

Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins, then they will be faced with eternal death in hell. God has 

given us that life-saving message of the gospel. He has filled us with the power of his Spirit so we 

can share that message. Your faith in Christ longs to please God. Let that faith move you to speak to 

others what you have been taught. Share with others the good news of Jesus. Tell others how Christ 

has risen from the dead and now he assures us that we have forgiveness and eternal life. Amen. 


