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18For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved, it is the power of God. 19In fact, it is written: I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the 
intelligence of the intelligent I will bring to nothing. 20Where is the wise man? Where is the 
expert in the Jewish law? Where is the probing thinker of the present age? Has God not shown 
that the wisdom of this world is foolish? 21Indeed, since the world through its wisdom did not 
know God, God in his wisdom decided to save those who believe, through the foolishness of the 
preached message. 22Yes, Jews ask for signs, Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we preach Christ 
crucified—which is offensive to Jews and foolishness to Greeks, 24but to those who are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25We preach Christ 
crucified, because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men. 

 
If you needed a specific piece of information, for example how fast a humming bird flies, 

where is the best place to look for that information? Most people today would look on the 
internet. You simply grab your phone and say, “Okay Google, how fast does a humming bird 
fly?” Or if you were at your computer you could type that question into some search engine. 
Either way you would almost instantly get back a rather extensive list of websites that contain 
that information. Yet, for as fast and convenient as the internet is, it still doesn’t have all the 
answers. Sometimes you may have to look somewhere else. You could go to your local library 
and scour through books. You could check out magazines or other periodicals. You could even 
try surfing T.V. or cable networks to see if the information you are looking for shows up there. 
If you are willing to search long enough you can usually find the information you are looking 
for. 

But what if what you are looking for is wisdom? Where does a person even begin to look 
for wisdom? That is what the Apostle Paul is going to help us with today. There are many 
things in this world that may seem like wisdom, but if we look closely, we find out that those 
things are actually very foolish. So Paul is going to help us to understand what true wisdom is, 
and what it is not. Paul is going to help us answer the question: 

Theme:  Where do you find true wisdom? 
        I.  You won’t find it in worldly wisdom. 
       II.  You find it in the foolish message of the cross. 

This portion of scripture is from Paul’s letter to the believers in the city of Corinth. This 
congregation was made up mostly of Greeks, but there were also some Jews who had come to 
faith in Jesus. Before these Corinthians met Paul they looked to the world to find wisdom. The 
Greeks loved philosophy. They loved to read and debate the ideas of the great Greek 
philosophers: Socrates, Plato, Aristotle. To the Greeks philosophy was god; it was how a 
person came to understand life and death, and how to deal with both. Yet, their “wisdom” was 
always changing. Someone always seemed to be coming up with a better idea. So, they could 
never really be sure if what they had was true wisdom or not. 

Now you might think the Jews living in Corinth would have true wisdom because they had 
God’s plan of salvation in the scriptures. Unfortunately they didn’t have true wisdom either. 
The Jews had taken worldly wisdom and applied it to God’s plan. What they ended up with 
was no longer God’s plan, but their own. They thought that they could save themselves by 
perfectly keeping God’s Law. They believed that God’s plan of salvation was to overthrow all 
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of the enemies of the Jews and reestablish Israel as a world super power. 
Between the Greeks and the Jews this was the “wisdom” that Paul was faced with when he 

first came to Corinth. Paul reminds his readers of the problem with that wisdom: “The world 
through its wisdom did not know God” (v. 21a). For all of the “wisdom” the world thought it 
had, the world did not know God. Why not? Because worldly wisdom is based on human 
reason, and human reason focuses on “self.” 

Human reason can be helpful for figuring out “worldly” problems: developing machines to 
help us in our work, discovering cures for diseases, helping us understand the world we live 
in. But worldly wisdom is not helpful when it comes to understanding God because worldly 
wisdom only looks at self: It strives to fulfill the needs and wants and desires of self; it wants 
to glorify itself, and not to God. 

Yet far too often people try to take human wisdom and apply it to God. This is what the 
Jews had done, they applied their human reason to God’s saving message. Their human reason 
told them that since they were God’s chosen people, that meant God would save them by 
sending a savior to rescue them from their worldly enemies. 

People today still do this same thing with God’s word. If some part of God’s word doesn’t 
make sense to their human reason, they either change God’s word, or throw it out completely. 
People apply their own ideas and interpretations to what God has to say, until they make 
God’s word say what they want to hear. 

We have to remember that we live in a world of human reason, and that worldly wisdom 
has an effect on us. As believers we are people who live by the Holy Spirit, yet our sinful 
nature is still working to get us to live according to worldly wisdom. It’s much easier than you 
might think to slip our own ideas into God’s word. Like the idea that a loving God wants us to 
be happy. So when we read or hear God’s word, we only apply the gospel to ourselves because 
that makes us happy, and we ignore or overlook the Law because that does not make us 
happy. Take Jesus’ parable of the lost son. We love to hear the part where the father welcomes 
the wayward son home with open arms. If the father threw a party for this horrible son, what 
would he do for us who have not committed such terrible sins? But that was the foolish 
thinking of the older son. As believers we live in God’s grace and mercy every day. Yet how 
often do we complain about what our heavenly Father has provided for us? How often do we 
despise our heavenly Father for so easily forgiving those “blatant” sinners when they repent; 
shouldn’t they have to suffer a little? How often do we treat our heavenly Father’s goodness to 
us with the same contempt as the older son? When we hear that part of the parable God’s Law 
shoves those sins right in our face, doesn’t it? But that makes us uncomfortable, and our 
human reasons tells us God wouldn’t want us to be uncomfortable, so we just ignore that part 
of the story. When we filter God’s word through our own thoughts and ideas we are doing 
exactly what God says not to do: we are adding or subtracting from his word. Scripture clearly 
speaks against that sin. 

Remember what Paul said God was going to do to the wisdom of the world?  Quoting from 
Isaiah, Paul says, It is written: I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of 
the intelligent I will bring to nothing (v. 19a).  Be careful about falling into the temptation of 
applying your own thoughts and ideas to God’s.  That is a truly dangerous game to play. That 
is certainly not true wisdom. 

The only true wisdom is wisdom that can save you from hell. The only true wisdom is the 
wisdom that can wash away our sinful thoughts and acts. That wisdom only comes from God. 
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If you want to find true wisdom, you find it in the foolish message of the cross. 
The message of the cross sounds like foolishness to the world. The Apostle Paul points 

out, “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing” (v. 18a). And 
if you think about it, that message does sound foolish to our rational minds. According to the 
Bible, because some guy ate a piece of fruit from a tree now God’s angry with the whole 
world? And if we want to be right with God we have to trust somebody who died; someone 
who was executed on a cross? How can a dead man save us? This all sounds like nonsense to 
our rational minds. 

Yet that gospel message has the power of God’s saving grace behind it. Paul says about the 
message of the cross, “to us who are being saved, it is the power of God” (v. 18b). And the 
power of that message is found in Christ. Paul says, “Christ is the power of God and the 
wisdom of God” (v. 24b). No one would have ever thought of saving the world from its sin the 
way God did. It was only by the death of God’s Son on a cross that the world was freed from its 
sin; that you and I have been freed from our sins. In this one foolish act of God, our heavenly 
Father displays to the world a power that goes beyond all human understanding: the power of 
God’s undeserved love. The gospel is a message of power; it is a message of true wisdom. 

Ultimately, it is a message that has saved us: “Indeed, since the world through its 
wisdom did not know God, God in his wisdom decided to save those who believe, 
through the foolishness of the preached message” (v. 21). That message was preached to 
us. Working through that gospel message, the Holy Spirit created and sustained faith in us. 
The Spirit filled us with a faith that trusts what seems so foolish to our logical, rational minds. 
It’s a faith that trusts God when he says he has forgiven us of our foolish manipulation of his 
word. The Spirit moves us to trust that Christ’s death is the perfect payment for every one of 
our sins. 

But this message isn’t just for us. It’s a message that can save others. Paul made it clear 
which message he was proclaiming. He said, “but we preach Christ crucified” (v. 23a).  Like 
Paul, we want to preach that same powerful message to others. 

Now, this message is always going to sound like foolishness to those who do not have the 
Holy Spirit. Paul would go on to write in this same letter, “However, an unspiritual person 
does not accept the truths taught by God’s Spirit, because they are foolishness to him, 
and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually evaluated” (1 Corinthians 
2:14 EHV). It takes the power of the Spirit to understand God’s word. Because God’s word 
sounds foolish to the world we may be tempted to “adjust” the message, doing things to make 
it sound more appealing to people. But the only way the message will ever be accepted by 
someone is if the Holy Spirit works faith in their hearts. And the only way the Spirit can work 
faith in their hearts is if we proclaim the pure, plain, simply gospel message of Christ crucified. 
If we are not proclaiming God’s word, then how can the Holy Spirit do his work of creating 
faith? So don’t speak  some other message. Instead, like Paul, simply preach Christ crucified. 
Proclaim that “foolish” message to others, because only the message of the gospel can save 
people. 

Where do you find true wisdom? You won’t find it in worldly wisdom because every time 
the world thinks it has found wisdom someone comes along with something “better.” When 
the world calls to you with its alluring ideas of wisdom don’t listen. You will never find true 
wisdom in worldly wisdom. If you want true wisdom continue clinging to that foolish message 
of the cross. It was there on the cross that Jesus paid for your sins. Christ used a cross to 
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rescue you from an eternal death in hell. It was by a cross that God the Father displayed for us 
his eternal love. May that “foolish” message of the cross continue to make you wise for 
salvation, as you continue to trust in your Lord, Jesus Christ, and him crucified. Amen. 


