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29When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hand as 
he came down from the mountain, Moses did not realize that the skin of his face was shining because 
he had been speaking with the Lord. 30When Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, they were 
amazed that the skin of his face was shining, so they were afraid to come close to him. 31Moses called to 
them, so Aaron and all the rulers of the community returned to him, and Moses spoke to them. 
32Afterward all the people of Israel came close to him, and he gave them all of the commands that the 
Lord had spoken to him on Mount Sinai. 33When Moses was finished speaking with them, he put a veil 
over his face. 34But whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would take the veil 
off until he came out again. Then he would come out and tell the people of Israel what he had been 
commanded. 35Whenever the people of Israel saw Moses’ face, they would see that the skin of Moses’ 
face was shining. Then Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with the 
Lord again. 

 
When the power goes out the last thing you want is to be left completely in the dark. So, when 

the lights go out, don’t you hate it when you grab a flashlight, turn it on, and the light you were 
depending on slowly fades to almost nothing? The fading light of a dying flashlight is no help at all. 
That fading light can not only be dangerous, it can make you feel a little hopeless. 

In this portion of Exodus the people of Israel may have been feeling more than a little hopeless. 
They had just committed a horrible sin against the Almighty God, and now they probably had 
doubts as to whether God would continue to go with them and protect them from their enemies. Yet 
in these words of Moses we see … 
Theme: A light of hope revealed. 
            I. Not the fading light of the law 
           II. But the glorious light of the gospel. 

Our text begins with Moses coming down from Mt. Sinai with God’s law for the second time. The 
first time Moses came carrying those tablets of stone his face was not glowing with God’s glory. No, 
his face was glowing with rage as he watched the Israelites worshiping a golden calf. Moses was 
angry because the people had shattered God’s covenant law before they even had a chance to hear 
it. So Moses shattered those tablets of stone, showing the people how they had destroyed God’s 
covenant. The people had brought God’s anger upon themselves. After committing this horrible sin 
the people may have wondered what hope there was of ever being right with God again. 

But Moses went back up Mt. Sinai with two new stone tablets. On that mountain God let Moses 
know that he had not forsaken his people. God again gave Moses the commands he was to share 
with the Israelites. Then God gave Moses a little more: To back up his word God allowed his glory to 
be displayed in Moses. We are told that when Moses returned with the stone tablets “that his face 
was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD” (v. 29b). 

The light shining from Moses’ face was God’s way of letting the people know he had not 
abandoned them, and that the people could still find hope in the merciful God. Yet our text says, 
“When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face” (v. 33). Why did Moses 
cover up that light? He did that to keep the people from putting their hope in the wrong light. 

To be saved from their sins the people were not to put their hope in Moses and his shining face, 
nor were the people not to put their hope in God’s law to save them. They were certainly supposed 
to keep God’s law, but the hope that the law offered was a fading hope. 

The glory of the old covenant of the law was not its own glory, anymore than the glory shining 
from Moses’ face was his own glory. The glory of the law is when it causes people to realize their 
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need for a Savior. The problem with the law is that it doesn’t tell people who the Savior is. 
The law is like a flashlight shining in your face while you’re sleeping. It bothers you and wakes 

you up. The Law holds our sin in the light of God’s holy perfection. As the Law reveals the hellish 
consequences of our sin it rouses us from our spiritual slumber. It opens our minds to see the great 
need we have to be saved from our sins. But when we reach for that light of the law to lead us out of 
that sinful darkness, suddenly the light of the law fades away. The law cannot lead us to the Savior. 
All the law can do is make us aware of our sin and that we need to be saved. 

The law does not create saving faith, nor does the law motivate faith. This means we should not 
put our hope in the law when it comes to changing hearts and lives. Yet how often do we find 
ourselves trying to use the law to change hearts? 

Don’t get me wrong, the law is certainly a powerful motivator. God’s law clearly says what to do 
and not do, and even spells out the consequences if you don’t follow it. The law can be used to 
change people’s behavior, but it cannot change their hearts. Do we find ourselves putting our hope 
in that glory of the law? 

When our child acts up for the tenth time, do we reach for the law to put that child in their 
place? Do we use the law to simply get that child to behave, all the while never really looking for 
repentance, we’re just looking for a change in their behavior? When a fellow believer questions us 
about a sin we happen to like committing, do we turn the law on them, shining it on their sins so 
they stop looking at ours? Do we sometimes even use the law on ourselves? Do we find ourselves 
thinking if we can just try a little harder we could probably keep God’s laws? We might even think 
we can use the law to change our own bad behaviors. So we use the law to motivate ourselves 
thinking somehow it is going to help us change. But it can’t. 

When we use God’s law to try and change people’s behavior, even our own behavior, that is 
sinful because we end up focusing on the wrong glory. We are focusing on our own glory, our own 
ability to keep the law. When we do this, we have sinned because we are not leading people to the 
Savior that they need. We are sinning by not pointing people to Christ. We are not trusting in Christ 
to save from the condemnation of the law. Putting our hope in the law to change others or ourselves 
is putting our hope in a light that is fading. 

The light of the law is, ultimately, no light at all. Its light is simply a reflection. God’s law reflects 
the light of a greater light to come. That light is the glorious light of the gospel. In the gospel the true 
light of hope is revealed. In his gospel God reveals to us the fulfillment of his plan of salvation. God 
promised Adam and Eve that he was going to send someone to destroy Satan’s power, and save 
people from the eternal death sin brings. Many years later God gave the world his law. But God’s 
holy, perfect law did not fulfill that promise. The law only reminds people to trust the promise 
because there is no other way to be saved. The law shows us that only God can save. 

The glory of the law faded away completely when it was replaced by the glory of the Savior. So 
“when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to 
redeem those under law” (Galatians 4:4-5). Jesus Christ, true God from all eternity, came into this 
world to buy us back. Jesus did that by paying the price the law demanded for our sins: The price of 
a perfect life. Having been born under his own law Jesus never failed to keep that law. Christ 
perfectly loved his Father with all of his heart, soul, and life. Jesus perfectly loved his neighbor as 
himself. When Christ spoke to people he proclaimed the good news that he is the Savior, the one 
whom God had promised so long ago. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). 

But to give us that “light of life” our Lord had to lay down his life. On the Mount of 
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Transfiguration we see that “light” of Christ, his glory as God as he speaks with Moses and Elijah. 
But we only see that glory for a moment. Starting at that mountain Jesus begins the final phase of 
his saving work. From there he will walk to Jerusalem to be arrested, tried, and wrongly accused. He 
will be beaten, mocked, flogged, and condemned to death by crucifixion. 

Hanging on a cross just outside of Jerusalem, the light of the world would gradually grow dim, 
as his own life slowly ebbs away. As drops of his blood fall to the ground, so also fall away our sins. 
Jesus was cleansing us of those times we sinfully used God’s law, or put our hope in that fading 
glory to control others or ourselves. There on that cross all of our sins were being wiped away, as 
the light fades away. With his final breath our Lord gave up his life, and the light of life seemed to go 
out. 

But it wasn’t out for long. Three days later that light burst forth all the more glorious. Three 
days after his death Jesus came back from the dead and proved that Satan and sin had been 
conquered; proving that death itself had been defeated. 

In that glorious good news a light of hope is revealed. For God, who said, “Let light shine out 
of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Christ (2 Corinthians 4:6). By his gospel God the Father has placed in 
your heart the knowledge of salvation. Through that good news the Father has created faith in you, 
a faith that trust in Jesus alone for the forgiveness of your sins. Knowing that you have been freed 
from that curse of sin and death, that faith in your heart shines out by producing fruits of faith. Our 
faith moves us to live for our Lord as we reflect his glory to the world around us. 

Remember, we reflect Christ’s glory. It is a glory that points back to Jesus and his forgiveness. 
So we don’t want to hide that glory. As Paul said in his letter to the Corinthians, “We are not like 
Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the 
radiance was fading away” (2 Corinthians 3:13). The light of the law was a fading glory because it 
could never save. But glorious light of the gospel gives true hope to the people of this world. The 
gospel you carry in your heart and mind is what gives people the forgiveness that they need. The 
gospel gives peace with God, the joy of salvation, and the light of eternal life. 

The law of God certainly has a purpose. We need it to show us our sin, and show us our need for 
a Savior. But the fading light of the law can do nothing to lead us to the Savior. That is why God had 
to reveal a light of hope. God revealed to the world a greater, more glorious light: The light of 
salvation as it is revealed in the gospel. Let the gospel be the light that guides your life. And as it 
does let that light shine out in your life so the people of this world can share in the same hope that 
we have: The hope of eternal life through faith in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


