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Sometime scriptures sets before us words and images that are so profound, and so 

important for us to understand, that we don’t want to simply give them a cursor glance. So 

this morning we are going to do a study on the gospel lesson for today. As we look more 

closely at God’s word from Luke 6 we find that with his words, and his life, Jesus gives us 

three … 

Theme: Living lessons of love. 

Lesson 1: Jesus begins by saying, “But I say to you who are listening: Love your 

enemies. Do good to those who hate you. Bless those who curse you. Pray for those 

who mistreat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, offer the other too. If 

someone takes away your coat, do not withhold your shirt. Give to everyone who 

asks you, and if anyone takes away your things, do not demand them back. “Treat 

others just as you would want them to treat you” (vs. 27-31). 

To understand Jesus’ first lesson, we need to correctly understand the main word in 

these verses: Love. The Greek language has three words for love. There is a word for the 

love between a husband and wife, and a word that speaks of love between friends. Neither 

of these words are used here. The Greek word for “love” used by Jesus is a word you may 

have heard used in a Bible study.  

The Greek word Jesus uses for “love” is the word AGAPE.  

AGAPE  love has the following characteristics: 

• It is loving someone that does not deserve to be loved, like an enemy. 

• It is love that is shown through actions. It’s not merely saying you love, but showing it. 

• It is love that doesn’t have an agenda. It’s not looking for favors or payback. It simply 

wants to give.  

God wants us to love like he loves. Yet, when we came into this world we did not want 

anything to do with God. Why is that? Let’s take a look at what scripture says. 

“Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your 

evil behavior.” (Colossians 1:21)  

“Don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who 

chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.” (James 4:4) 

 By nature we come into this world _______enemies_______ of God. 

I want you to think for a moment about planning a military battle. If the weakest part 

of your enemies defenses are to the east, how will you attack? You will attack from the east. 

Or if you find out your enemy is vulnerable to air strikes, what will you do? You will 

attack with an air strike! You will do exactly what your enemy does not want you to do. 

When it comes to our treatment of God and his laws, we have to admit we have done what 

God does not want us to do. Adam and Eve did what God had commanded them not to do, 

and when they did they brought sin into this world. That sin has been passed down to us. 
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We have done what we thought was best for us, despite God’s commands. We have selfishly 

put our satisfaction before what our Lord says to do. We were God’s enemies. 

So how did God react to our disobedience and sin?  

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us.” (Romans 5:8)  

 God’s reaction was _____love______  ( _______agape_______ ).  

God loved us, we who were his enemies. God didn’t just say that he loved us, but he 

displayed that love. He planned for and promised our salvation so we wouldn’t have to 

suffer the torment of eternal separation from his love. Then the Father carried out his plan 

by sending his Son to be our Savior. Jesus is that living lesson of love! In love he lived for us, 

doing what his Father had commanded us to do. In love he died for our sins, taking on 

himself the punishment we deserved for treating God as an enemy. And in the most ironic 

twist of all, Jesus accomplish all this by being hated as an enemy by the very people he 

came to save. Through those acts of rejection, Christ won for us forgiveness and salvation.  

God gave his all to show us his love to us. Then God worked to share his words of love 

with us. Through those words we learn the first of our Living Lessons of Love. Scripture 

tells us: “We love because he first loved us.” (1 John 4:19) 

Lesson summary 1: We love because we know how God has loved us. As God fills us 

with his love through his word, that love leads us to act like our heavenly Father has acted 

toward us. As children of God we look to him as our example of love. We look to Jesus living 

lessons of love, imitating his actions, his speech, and his values. As Christians we look to our 

heavenly Father and:  

• Love our enemies,  • Do good to those who hate us,  • Blesses those who curse us 

• Prays for those who mistreat us,  • Turns the other cheek to those who strike us 

• Gives our shirt to the one who take our cloak,  • Gives to everyone who asks of us 

• Do not demand back what someone has taken from us, 

• Do to others as we would have them do to us 

Is any of this even possible? If we allow these things to happen are we not allowing 

God’s commands to be broken by allowing people to hate and hurt, to mistreat and steal? If 

we truly love God shouldn’t we be trying to stop people from breaking his commands? 

Perhaps it would be helpful to take a close look at what God is NOT commanding us to do in 

these verses. 

These commands have to do with personal retaliation. The world says when an enemy 

attacks you attack back. God is telling us that love does not lash out with a vengeful heart. 

God is NOT telling us: That the mouth cannot speak up when we are wronged. In fact, in 

Jesus’ own example of turning the other cheek, we see the perfect attitude in this. When 

Jesus was struck in the high priest’s court, he did not strike back. However, he did say, “If I 

said something wrong, testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why did 
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you strike me" (John 18:23)? We may certainly speak up about the wrongs committed 

against us, but will not want to lash out in vengeance. We speak in love, yet we do not raise 

our hands in retribution. In all of this God is not telling us to expose ourselves or our loved 

ones to danger or disaster; we do not become the worlds “door mat.” God is not telling us 

that the justice of the land is to be thrown out, or that we are to encourage lawlessness. God 

is not telling us to encourage laziness. The instruction God gives in 2 Thessalonians 3:10 

still stands: “If anyone does not want to work, he should not eat.” 

God is telling us that personal retaliation for revenge is wrong and, as Romans 12:18 

says, “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.” We 

love because we know how God has loved us. 

Lesson 2: Jesus also taught, “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to 

you? To be sure, even the sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to 

those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? Even the sinners do the same 

thing. If you lend to those from whom you expect to be repaid, what credit is that to 

you? Even the sinners lend to sinners in order to be paid back in full” (vs 32-34). 

Not only does the world say that people should hate those who hate them, the world 

also says that people should only show love and kindness to those who show love and 

kindness to them. The world says you give as you are given, whether it was something bad 

or good.  

But Jesus broke that pattern. Everything Jesus did in his life he did for the eternal good 

of all people. It didn’t matter whether a person tried to hurt Jesus, or help him, or even if 

someone treated him well, everything Jesus did was to lead people to repentance for their 

sins and back into a right relationship with God. Jesus always gave what was good, even 

when all people wanted to do was take from him. As an example to us Jesus is that Living 

Lesson of Love. Jesus disrupted the pattern of sin in this world with his life. Christ broke 

the pattern of sin in our lives by his death and resurrection.  

As Jesus works in us through his gospel we can display those Living Lessons of Love in 

our lives. Lesson Summary 2: We love because Jesus broke the patterns of sin. Having been 

freed from sin by Jesus’ saving work, and filled with faith through his gospel promises, we 

can now break that sinful pattern of revenge and repayment. Jesus has made us something 

different. Following in our Lord’s footsteps we are able to show the world that our behavior 

is different. How?  

“Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your 

Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 

The believer shows _____love_______  to ____all_____  so God may receive ______praise_______. 

We do not love and give to gain praise for ourselves. Out of a heart of thankfulness we 

serve the God who loves us. God gave his greatest treasure to save us, so that we can have 

eternal treasure. So we share the worldly treasures God has blessed us with so we can 
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share unending eternal treasures with others. What does God say that sharing of blessings 

will look like? 

“If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; if he is thirsty, give him water to 

drink.” (Proverbs 25:22). 

We _____love______ our ____enemies____ so we can have a chance to share the ____gospel_____.  

Christ broke the pattern of sin by becoming sin for us so he could reunite us with his 

loving heavenly Father. As we follow our Lord’s example by continuing to break that 

pattern of sinful repayment the people around us will take notice.  

• When the enemy mistreats, he is met with… love, blessing, and prayer. 

• When someone takes you to court to get your stuff, that person is not met with “Give it 

back!” Instead, he hears, “God has blessed me, so I will share those blessings with you.” 

• When a person is a “taker,” he is met with someone who is giving in return. 

When we live those lessons of love, people will see in our actions the heart of our 

heavenly Father, someone whom they need to learn about also. The purpose of our actions 

is to free our enemies from hate. It is to free them from the captivity of sin and Satan, so 

they can also enjoy God’s loving kindness just as we do. So we love because Jesus broke the 

patterns of sin. 

Lesson 3: Jesus says, “Instead, love your enemies, do good and lend, expecting 

nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, 

because he is kind to the unthankful and the evil. Be merciful, just as your Father is 

merciful. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure pressed down, shaken 

together, and running over will be poured into your lap. In fact, the measure with 

which you measure will be measured back to you” (vs. 35, 36, 38). 

As we love unconditionally, and give to those in need, we may start to wonder what 

will happen to us if we keep giving away our love and our possessions. We may start to 

wonder, “Who is going to care for us?” So Jesus uses a parable, a word picture, to let us 

know that he is going to do more than take care of us. How is Jesus going to give to the one 

who is generous? He won’t give you some insignificant little blessing and send you on your 

way. Our Lord will pour out his blessings on you generously. Then he will “shake” those 

blessings to make more room, press them down to make even more room, and then keep 

pouring it until those blessings are running over. Some of those blessings will be physical 

blessings. Most of those blessings will be spiritual blessings. 

Jesus was certainly that Living Lesson of Love when it came to blessing people. He 

blessed people with food, with healing, and life! He then blessed the entire world with his 

overflowing abundance of forgiveness. Our Lord, Jesus, pours those same blessings into our 

lives. Because of Christ’s generosity to us we can be Living Lessons of Love. Lesson 

summary 3: We love because we know we are taken care of. 

Through his word God lets us know that he will provide for the needs of his believers.  
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“I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or 

their children begging bread. They are always generous and lend freely; their 

children will be blessed” (Psalm 37:25-26).  

As God’s believing children, we may not always get what we want in this life, yet we 

know we will always get what we need. We will always be blessed with the overflowing 

abundance of God’s forgiveness. In the abundance God blesses us with we can be generous. 

Not only generous in the giving of our material possessions, we can be generous with God’s 

kindness and his forgiveness. Those are things we know we will never run out of. We can 

love because we love because we know we are taken care of. 

May Jesus’ words today help us to be Living Lessons of Love. 

1. We love because we know how God has loved us. 

2. We love because Jesus broke the patterns of sin. 

3. We love because we know we are taken care of 

May Jesus give us the power to follow his commands. And may God’s love flow out from 

us abundantly, just as he has abundantly poured that love into our lives. Amen. 


