
Christmas Day 2017 
 
OPENING HYMN 50 – Once in Royal David’s City 

Stand  

EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 

M:  Dear people of God, on this Christmas Day it is our desire and delight to hear again 
the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to Bethlehem and see this 
thing which the Lord has made known to us—the Christ-Child lying in a manger. 

 As we celebrate our Savior’s birthday let us read and learn in the Holy Scriptures the 
loving purposes of God from the first days after our fall into sin, to the glorious 
redemption brought to us by this holy Child. 

 But first, let us pray with the people all over the world who delight in knowing the 
good news of Jesus Christ. 

M: On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a 
Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time 
sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise. 

C: Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 

M: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our 
salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of 
cloth and lying in a manger. 

C: Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be 
our Savior. 

M: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not know 
that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread 
the good news of the birth of the Savior Born for all the world, may we also make use 
of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of what we have seen 
and heard concerning the child. 

C: Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all 
people. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer. 
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M: As the angels sang our their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, today 
and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! 

M: Let us sum up all of our requests to God by praying as Christ himself taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen 
 

Be seated  

LESSONS AND CAROLS 

First Lesson 
 Genesis 3:8-15 The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head 

(pew Bible p. 3) 
 “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”  CW 28  

Second Lesson 
 Genesis 15:1-6  God’s promises to Abraham 

(pew Bible p. 13) 
 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”  CW 35 

Third Lesson 
 Isaiah 11:1-9  A Branch from the stem of Jesse 

(pew Bible p. 686) 
 “Behold a Branch Is Growing”  CW 47 

Fourth Lesson 
 Micah 5:2-5a  The birthplace of our King 

(pew Bible p. 922) 
 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  CW 65 

Fifth Lesson 
 Matthew 1:18-25 The birth of Jesus 

(pew Bible p. 955) 
 “Away in a Manger”  CW 68 



3 

Sixth Lesson 
 Luke 2:8-20  The shepherds visit the manger 

(pew Bible p. 1014) 
 “Where Shepherds Lately Knelt”  CW 54 

Seventh Lesson 
 Matthew 2:1-12 The Magi worship the newborn King 

(pew Bible p. 956) 
 “As with Gladness, Men of Old”  CW 83 

Eighth Lesson 
 John 1:1-14  The mystery of the Incarnation 

(pew Bible p. 1049) 
 “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”  CW 55 
 
Offering. 
 
Please stand 
 
PRAYER   
 
M:  When all was still, your eternal Word, O Lord, descended from his almighty throne 

to dwell among us. May we receive him in the peace of forgiven hearts and proclaim 
your gracious good will to all people on earth for he is God with us, Immanuel, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.  
 
 
BLESSING 

M:  May he who by his incarnation gathered things of earth and of heaven into one, fill us 
with the joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of 

eternal life. And the blessing of God Almighty—the Father, the Son , and the Holy 
Spirit—be upon you and remain with you always. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN 62 – Joy to the World 


