
June 19, 2020   DS Update 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Rev. Tom Surdenik and the precious people at Charlotte New Faith Church of the Nazarene will be working together for 
the next four years.  The church/pastoral relationship was renewed by the Church board in an excellent meeting held on 
the 10th of this month. 

Kalamazoo South Side pastor Chris Pettit had a wonderful review from his Church board this past Sunday.  The South 
Side/Pastoral relationship is renewed and will continue for another 4 years.  In May of 2006, Pastor Chris began his 
responsibilities there.  Through the last 14 years the church fellowship and community around them have been blessed 
with his leadership. 

Mt. Pleasant First Church has had Rev. Danny Bledsoe as an interim pastor completing his service there this Sunday.  
Mt. Pleasant continues to pursue the pastor that God has for them.  Please lift the Mt. Pleasant church before the Lord 
in these days of transition.  

Saginaw Valley Church Board is meeting three consecutive Tuesday nights on Zoom in their diligent efforts to find the 
Lord’s leadership for their future ministries. 

Pastor Jerry Walden will be officially installed as Pastor at Owosso First on Sunday, June 28 in the morning worship 
service.  Congratulations to the Owosso church family and the Waldens as they begin their exciting adventure together 
in pursuit of the disciple making mission. 

Battle Creek First Church has diligently pursued a pastoral candidate through these COVID-19 months.  The process 
continues as they seek to find just the right leadership for their exciting congregation.  They are scheduling a candidate 
for an interview this coming week. 

Sparta has nominated a candidate to the Church membership.   They will be voting on June 28 for the calling of a pastor.  
Stand by for news that you will be thrilled to hear. 

Grand Rapids NE Community fellowship has been enjoying the work of interim pastor Bob Evans.  They have 
interviewed pastoral candidates and are pursuing a unique approach to church revitalization that has enormous 
potential.   

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to force us to adapt to new ways and methods.  With social distancing and 
appropriate sanitation many of our churches are in the process of re-opening on Sunday while continuing to provide on-
line services for their people. 

Indian Lake Nazarene Camp is launching a new Work ‘n Witness program to the campgrounds for this summer.  Several 
projects have been identified for churches and families to pursue on the grounds. If you would like to spend a week 
working and witnessing at ILNC this summer, please contact the camp or check out their website at 
https://www.indianlake.camp for more details. 

The character of a people is determined by how they respond to crisis.  In these difficult days, followers of Jesus, must 
seek God’s spirit, before they say or do anything.  Now is a day for Godly people to pray, seek the will of God, and reflect 
a Christlike spirit of love and service to others. 

Remember the Great Commandment and the Great Commission to do not require buildings, staff, or money.  They just 
require you to be obedient.  “Be careful how you live, for the days are evil.” 

You are loved,  

Woodie 

Dr. Woodie J Stevens 
Michigan District Superintendent 
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