
THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
Though the majority of churches in America are not closed to outsiders, many have a mentality of exclusivity. We want to reach our 
communities and we want others to join in. We may even make people feel welcome when they visit. However, living out the mission of Jesus 
and leaving behind the clique mentality means stepping outside the comfort and security of our groups and going to the people. To be truly 
welcoming as God has called us to be, we must leave the walls of the church and take the good news of Jesus to our neighbors. 

 Y Where do you feel most safe?

ACTS 16:9-10
Paul was constantly looking for opportunities to share the gospel, and the Holy Spirit was faithful to give him a dream that specifically directed 
him to cross over into Macedonia. Paul immediately obeyed. What we should note in verses 9-10 is not so much the vision, but Paul’s eager 
readiness. What we need more than a dream is a posture of ready awareness. To assume this posture, we must keep certain truths before us:

 Y Jesus is coming back: Almost every day, when I come home from work, I’m greeted by cries of excitement and smothered with hugs 
from my kids. They don’t know exactly the moment I’ll walk through the door, but toward the end of the day, they expect me, and in 
their own way, celebrate my arrival. Jesus could come today. It could be tomorrow. Even right now! Jesus taught a series of parables that 
all centered on His return and how His people should prepare (Matt. 24:4-41). Then He declared in Matthew 24:42 to be alert since we 
don’t know the exact day the Lord is coming.

 Y Opportunities are everywhere: Long before we engage in gospel conversations, God has gone before us, prepared hearts, and 
people will respond accordingly. When God saved us, He prepared us specifically for good words (Eph. 2:10), and we are to live these out. 

 Y We tend to drift: Even Christians tend to drift away from Jesus unless we are continually and intentionally pursuing Him. Unless we 
actively pursue evangelism opportunities, we’ll drift toward what’s comfortable and away from Jesus’ call on our lives. 

 Y What are some ways God communicates His will to Christians today?

ACTS 16:6-8
There are certain things in our lives that might keep us from having that same kind of passion Paul had for sharing the gospel:

 Y Prosperity: Prosperity has a way of making us feel secure and comfortable—and the more comfortable we are, the more hesitant we 
are to do anything that might disrupt that sense of comfort.

 Y Busyness: Reaching others with the gospel isn’t something that happens with little effort. It’s a lifestyle to which God calls us. If we 
want to be about the business of evangelism, we have to make the time. 

 Y Faithlessness: When it comes down to it, sharing the gospel is a matter of faith. If we truly believe it, sharing will be a natural 
expression of that belief. Do we really believe the gospel has the power to change people’s lives?

For Paul, no matter what happened, he continually pursued opportunities to tell others about Jesus. We’ll run into resistance when we share, 
but following Jesus faithfully means moving forward, looking for more opportunities.  

 Y When have you been thankful God told you “no”?
 Y Why are we quick to give up instead of persevering when there are roadblocks to sharing the gospel? 

ACTS 16:11-15
Paul took the opportunity to share the gospel, and the Lord opened the heart of a woman named Lydia. She and her entire household 
accepted Jesus and were baptized, and the church at Philippi was born. From this simple story, we learn a few key things about sharing Christ 
with others: Sharing Christ involves a verbal witness, leading people to Christ requires a work of God, and the gospel produces ripples.

 Y How would you describe God’s part and our part in leading others to Christ?
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WELCOME HOME
Going Out // Romans 10:13-15

THE POINT:  Engaging others with the gospel means going where they are.



LIVE IT OUT

CULTURE

Scripture is clear that the gospel is offensive to worldly people (1 Cor. 1:18; 1 Pet. 2:8). However, God has nevertheless called us to scatter 
the seeds of the gospel everywhere, trusting that He is working to draw some to Himself. 

  What signs do you see that the gospel is offensive in our culture?

  Why do you think people are offended by the gospel?

  What will you do this week to lovingly share the gospel with lost friends?

COMMUNITY

  Paul wasn’t alone on his second missionary journey—he was accompanied by Silas and Timothy. What difference do 
you think these companions made in Paul’s sharing the gospel?

  How can you and believing friends encourage one another as you seek to reach the lost for Christ?

CHRIST

For the things we get most excited about, we can’t help but share it with others. The simple fact is, many of us don’t share our faith 
because we’re not continually pursuing Jesus the way we should. 

  What disciplines are you currently practicing that help you to grow in your relationship with Christ?

  What things are you failing to follow through on that you know would help you love Jesus more?

  What will you do this week to pursue Jesus more wholeheartedly?

Unit 1 // Session 6


