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In Exodus 19: 4-6, the LORD says to Moses, “You yourselves have seen what I did to the 
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, 
if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 
possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation.”  

Take a second and reflect on that: Yahweh, the One who called out Abraham to begin a 
nation that is His very own, the great I AM who revealed Himself to Moses, has rescued 
the Israelites from the clutches of the Egyptians, a nation that was cruelly oppressing them, 
and brought them to Himself. Now that they have seen, tasted, heard, felt, smelled with 
their very own faculties what He has done for them, compelled by perfect love, He is giving 
them a choice.  

The covenant that He has made with them, with a nation that has done nothing to 
recommend itself to God in this way, with a nation on which He has set His affections; will 
they obey His voice and keep His covenant? Because if they will, they will be HIs treasured 
possession among ALL peoples--because, don’t forget, the whole earth is His--AND they 
shall be to Him a kingdom of priests and holy nation.  

How could the Israelites get a better offer? They can’t.  

They confirm their willingness to partake in this covenant in Exodus 24, saying to Moses, 
“All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” Everyone is aware and has agreed 
to this. Including Aaron, Moses’s brother, and 70 elders, not to mention all the people. It’s 
when Moses is spending forty nights up on Mt. Sinai with the LORD alone, that trouble 
and sorrow escalates.  

Most of us are familiar with the image of the golden calf. The Israelites are tired of waiting 
for Moses. They forget already their willingness to make this covenant. They have already 
forgotten Egypt, and the crossing of the Red Sea, and that Yahweh bore them on eagles’ 
wings.  

In my opinion this episode in Exodus 32, of Aaron agreeing to make ‘gods who shall go 
before us,’ and the disrespect shown to Moses is one of the most heart breaking episodes 
between God’s people and Himself.  

According to the New City Catechism, Idolatry ‘is trusting in created things rather than the 
Creator for our hope and happiness, significance and security.’ We can easily look back at 
Aaron and the people and say, Yes! This is exactly what they were doing: trusting in a 
created thing rather than the Creator.  



Let us be careful not to be too hard on our brother Aaron, and these people. Because we all 
know that we are tempted to and do this same thing: trusting in a created thing rather than 
the Creator, for our hope and happiness, significance and security.  

Manipulating a situation where we come out on top; forgetting how much the Lord loves 
us, trying to fill our lives with other things; misplaced strivings; harboring envy and 
jealousy because of something we think we should have; loving the delicious but lethal 
desire of holding a grudge; not telling the whole truth; thinking repentance is not important.  

Our first parents’ sin has affected us; we cannot get away from it. It has infiltrated our 
hearts and minds more than what we find comfortable.  

But run to your Creator. Repent of the ways you’ve idolized, be brutally honest with Him, 
and ask Him to help you remember, in Jesus Christ, how you are one of the beloved. Then 
you will be looking to your Creator for your hope and happiness, significance and security.  

 


