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S T U D Y  Q U E S T I O N S

JANUARY
(Introduction, Chapters 1 & 2)
1.   What are some of the ways in which the 

New Testament depicts the “lowly”? What 
does this teach us about Jesus?

2.  According to Thomas Goodwin, what 
misconceptions is Jesus correcting when 
he describes himself as “gentle and lowly”? 
How do you find yourself falling prey to that 
misconception in your own thinking?

3.  Does stressing the compassionate love of 
Christ underemphasize other elements of 
his character? What considerations must we 
keep in mind as we answer this question?

FEBRUARY
(Chapters 3-5)
1.  Before reading chapter 3, how would you 

have answered the question, “what makes 
Jesus happy”? Has this chapter changed your 
answer in any way?

2.  Have you deeply considered Christ’s 
“solidarity” with you in your Christian 
discipleship? What does this mean for your 
everyday life?

3.  Consider the image of a father that John 
Owen uses in the block quote on page 55. 
What is Owen saying about the depth of 
feeling that Christ experiences toward his 
sinning people?

MARCH
(Chapters 6 & 7)
1.  What is a particularly precious truth to you 

emerging from the first half of John 6:37 
(“All that the Father gives me will come to 
me”)? How is John 6:37 surprising to you?

2.  What does Ortlund mean by “the persever-
ance of the heart of Christ”? What does this 
perseverance mean for your life?

3.  What do Christ’s holiness and purity mean 
for the way he feels about the sin of those 
who do not belong to him? What do his 
holiness and purity mean for the way he 
feels about the sin of those who do belong 
to him?

APRIL
(Chapters 8 & 9)
1.  How often have you thought about what 

Jesus is doing right now? Has the reality of 
his intercession been a part of your regular 
reflection and discipleship? How does this 
intercession connect to his heart?

2.  How does it transform and strengthen your 
own prayer life to know that Jesus himself is 
praying for you?

3.  Do you see in yourself the deep-seated im-
pulse to self-advocate? How does the truth 
of 1 John 2:1 heal and calm that impulse?

MAY
(Chapters 10-12)
1.  Is Jesus human right now? What are the 

implications of this for how we are to un-
derstand Christ’s heart?

2.  What is the connection between Christ’s 
compassion and his anger? Are these two at 
odds? Why or why not?

3.  What does it mean that Jesus is your friend 
and companion?

JUNE
(Chapters 13 & 14)
1.   What are the implications of the fact that 

the Holy Spirit is not an impersonal force 
but a person?

2.  What is chapter 13 saying about the 
connection between the Holy Spirit and 
the heart of Christ? How does this affect 
the way in which you go about your life of 
Christian discipleship?

3.  Ponder the phrase, “the father of mercies” 
in 2 Corinthians 1:3. Have you collapsed 
into a daily mindfulness that this is who God 
the Father is? 

JULY
(Chapters 15 & 16)
1.  As you read the Old Testament, do you 

expect the vision of heaven’s heart to damp-
en? Do you think of the Old Testament as 
giving us a cooler or more calculating deity? 
Do the opening paragraphs of chapter 15 
surprise you in any way?

2.  Have you considered that God is said to be 
“provoked to anger” throughout the Old 
Testament, but never “provoked to love” or 
“provoked to mercy”? What does this mean 
for you as you navigate life?

3.  What is the relationship between “keeping 
steadfast love for thousands” and “visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers to the third and 
fourth generation” (Ex. 34:7)? How does 
this comfort you?

AUGUST
(Chapters 17 & 18)
1.  In light of Isaiah 55:6-9, what is the specific 

meaning of the Bible when it says that God’s 
ways are not our ways?

2.  According to Isaiah 57:15, what are the two 
places God most loves to dwell? How does 
this connect with Matthew 11:29 and with 
your own life?

3.  Do you think of God as yearning for you? 
What does this do for you as you ponder 
this truth?

SEPTEMBER
(Chapter 19-21)
1.  What is the significance of the phrase, “God, 

being rich in mercy...”?
2.  What are the proofs of God’s rich mercy in 

your life, despite all your hardships and sins?
3.  How would you put into your own words 

the inner logic of Romans 5:6-11? How 
does that logic apply to your ongoing life as 
a disciples of Christ?

OCTOBER
(Chapters 22 & 23, Epilogue)
1.  Put John 13:1 into your own words? What is 

John telling us about who Jesus is?
2.  What are some ways in which we glorify 

God?
3.  Ponder what words such as “immeasurable” 

and “riches” and “kindness” mean in Ephe-
sians 2:7. What are some fears or anxieties 
in your life right now that do not loom as 
large in light of these eternal realities just 
around the corner for those of us in Christ?


