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Are the walls between the small classrooms/nurseries curtain walls? All walls shown in Phase 1 are 
planned to be solid walls. 

Does the chairlift stay? In phase 1, there are no changes planned for the Narthex and Sanctuary. The 
chair lift will be retained for accessibility to these spaces after Phase 1. In later phases the lift will be 
eliminated and replaced by an internal ramp. 

Is there always going to be a nursery while we are under construction? Yes, work will be coordinated 
and phased to allow continuing use of our facilities during construction. 

How much money do we need in order to start the project? We do not need to wait for the completion 
of the three years of giving to start the project. Design work is expected to start in early 2022 based 
upon pledges. The congregation must approve a loan (if needed) before construction could start.  

How large is our existing debt? Our current mortgage balance is approximately $200,000. We will likely 
pay this off in early 2022 and save the interest costs until a loan for Phase 1 is required. 

Why isn't the whole parking lot being built in phase one? We have delayed a portion of the parking lot 
for later phases to direct additional funds towards building improvements in Phase 1. The entire parking 
lot could be built during Phase 1 if funds are available. The larger parking becomes a greater priority 
(requirement) with an enlarged sanctuary in later phases. 

Will we be ADA compliant in the learning center and the classroom buildings? Building codes stipulate 
that all new facilities and additions must comply with ADA requirements. However, this does not 
necessarily mean that elevators will be required for 2nd floor classrooms. Accessibility will be evaluated 
for these facilities when we begin the design of later phases. 

How fast will construction go or how long will it take to complete once we start? Completing the final 
design and obtaining all required permits could take 9-12 months. Actual construction would also be 
expected to take 9-12 months. 

Has the township approved these plans? Detailed plans have not been prepared for submittal. 
However, we have had several informal conversations with Township staff and they have been very 
supportive of the direction we have proposed. Furthermore, we are not aware of any variances that 
would be required for the proposed plans. 

Will the pew arrangement be acceptable in the new sanctuary? There is a line-of-sight from all pews to 
the pulpit in the current sanctuary layout. However, we understand that the seating arrangement in the 
sanctuary will be important for a positive worship experience and will be exploring other seating 
arrangement options as we move into the design phase for the sanctuary. 

Is there a dedicated space for youth and young adults? While there may be some “dedicated” spaces, 
most building areas will continue to serve multiple functions throughout the week. We will consider this 
when we configure the spaces and storage options. 
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Will the acoustics be good in the sanctuary? Maintaining good acoustics for congregational singing is an 
important feature. We will engage an acoustics expert as appropriate when we complete the detailed 
design of the sanctuary. 

Does that Master Plan meet Lancaster Township Lot Coverage requirements? A significant portion of 
the parking lot will be constructed using pervious paving which will allow us to meet Township 
requirements. An example of pervious paving can be seen in the Wegman’s parking lot.  

Can we widen exit onto President to make it 2-way?  Likely not, but we will explore this during Phase 1 
the site work design. 

Can the new main entrance three lanes (left turn and right turn exit lanes)?  We will explore this during 
the Phase 1 site work design.   

Will we lose a fireplace in the final Master Plan?  Yes, the existing Narthex will be incorporated into the 
sanctuary in the Master Plan and the fireplace will be eliminated. We will consider options to create a 
comfortable and welcoming Narthex space in the new design. 

Where will we have outdoor activities for children and youth?  The parking lots in the Master Plan will 
eliminate our “backyards”. We will look to utilize small areas between the buildings for secure areas for 
children to play and our “front yard” for other outdoor activities. 

Will we have space for all parking to be on-site? No, we will continue to utilize off-site parking on 
Sunday mornings and other times of peak use. 

Can volunteers assist with the construction to save costs? Volunteer labor will not be feasible for most 
of the work. However, there may be smaller portions of the project that individuals or teams could 
complete. If you have specific skills or have connections with companies that might be willing to donate 
a portion of the materials or services for this project, please contact the building team. 


