REFLECTIONS

Cain’s apparent lack of gratitude moves to something darker. So God admonishes him not to be angry.
God’s rejection of his sacrifice should have led him to change his behavior in positive directions, but his
actions get much worse. The sin that was waiting to overtake him ravages his heart. Cain kills his brother,
who had received God’s favor. The first recorded sin after Eden is fratricide.
~ Tremper Longman
In this second narrative of sin, we see the tragic descent from Adam and Eve’s sin. Eve was envious of
God (Gen. 3:4-6), Cain was envious of Abel. Eve’s actions can be seen in quasi-noble terms (wanting to
be like God), while Cain’s action has nothing noble about it. Perhaps decline into sin sometimes begins
with rationalization or pretensions of nobility. But as with Cain’s bitter violence against his brother, in the
end all that is left is seething self-indulgence. This episode not only shows and increased level of
depravity, but it also shows the effects of sin infiltrating into new areas.
~ John H. Walton
Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; some of them you will kill and
crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city, so that
upon you may fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to
the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.
~ Jesus, to the Scribes and Pharisees (Matthew 23:34-35)
By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as
righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still
speaks.
~ Hebrews 11:4
The author of Hebrews, who described Abel’s blood crying out to God from the earth, went on to invoke
this same image with respect to Jesus’ own blood. The blood of Jesus, he wrote, “speaks better things than
that of Abel” (Hebrews 12:24). Whereas Abel’s blood cried out demanding revenge, the blood of Jesus,
who is called here “the Mediator of the new covenant,” invokes the divine mercy for sinners.
~ Patrick Henry Reardon
The key to Cain’s failure is found in the narrator’s careful descriptions of Cain and Abel’s tribute. Cain
brings “some of the fruits.” There is no indication these are the first or the best. Abel brings the best, fat
from “the firstborn.” Cain’s sin is tokenism. He looks religious, but in his heart he is not totally dependent
on God, childlike, or grateful.
~ Bruce Waltke

The calligraphy on the front cover is by our own Hannah Weston. To see more of her art, you can visit her current art
exhibition in the Square Halo Gallery in October or go to www.HannahHolder.com

October 17, 2021 | Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost

p CONGREGATION STANDS
q CONGREGATION SITS

Hearing-assisted headsets are available through the Sound Technician.
For a large-print edition of the bulletin, please call the church office.

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the
nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world
may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
q P R E L U D E

p CALL TO WORSHIP
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

LEADER:
PEOPLE:

LEADER:
PEOPLE:

PSALM 33:1, 3-4

Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous;
It is fitting for the upright to praise him.
Sing to him a new song;
Play skillfully, and shout for joy.
For the word of the LORD is right and true;
He is faithful in all he does.

p Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (verses 1 & 2)

q CONFESSION
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

LEADER:
PEOPLE:

LEADER:
PEOPLE:

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God together by praying—
We sinners appeal to you to hear us, LORD. Give us true repentance,
forgive us all our sins, negligences, and ignorances, and endue us with the
grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to your holy Word;
Son of God, we beg you to hear us.
Son of God, we beg you to hear us.
Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world:
Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world:
Grant us your peace. Amen.

Please take a moment to silently confess your individual sins.

q Assurance of Pardon
LEADER:
MEN:
WOMEN:
UNISON:

PSALM 103:8-11

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in
love.
He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever;
he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our
iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those
who fear him.

p THANKSGIVING
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

p Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (verses 3 & 4)

p GOSPEL

MARK 10:35-45

35

And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him,
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them,
“What do you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at
your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized
with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 And they said to him, “We are able.”
And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism
with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my
left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”41 And
when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus
called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them.
43
But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be
your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

p CREED
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

LEADER:
PEOPLE:

LEADER:
PEOPLE:

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in God the Son?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. This is the faith of the Church. This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

q PRAYER
Using short sentence prayers, thank God for revealing His glory among the nations in Christ.

q CATECHISM
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

How is the Word of God to be read and heard?
With diligence, preparation, and prayer; so that we may accept it with
faith, store it in our hearts, and practice it in our lives.

q OFFERING

1 CHRONICLES 29:13-14

Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. “But who am I,
and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this?
Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.”
Please fill in the pew attendance pad, pass it down the pew and then back.
If you are able to continue to give, you may do so online at www.wheatlandpca.org/give or by mail.
If you are struggling financially, please contact our diaconate at Diaconate@Wheatlandpca.org.
Children, ages 3 -5 years, are dismissed to the Fellowship Hall for Children’s Worship Training.

 
 

q Flourishing (Psalm 119)
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q PROCLAMATION

GENESIS 4:1-16

1

Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have
gotten a man with the help of the Lord.” 2 And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now
Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3 In the course of time
Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel also
brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard
for Abel and his offering, 5 but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was
very angry, and his face fell. 6 The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has
your face fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well,
sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it.”
8
Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against
his brother Abel and killed him. 9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your
brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother's keeper?” 10 And the Lord said,
“What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is crying to me from the
ground. 11 And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to
receive your brother's blood from your hand. 12 When you work the ground, it shall no
longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.”
13
Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 14 Behold, you have
driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be
a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15 Then the
Lord said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him
sevenfold.” And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack
him. 16 Then Cain went away from the presence of the Lord and settled in the land of
Nod, east of Eden.
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

q The Fractured Family

Manuscripts of the sermon are available.

Rev. Luke D. Le Duc

p T H E L O R D’S S U P P E R
The Lord be with you!
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!
It is right to give him our thanks and praise.
It is a right, good, proper, and joyful thing, at all times, and in all places to
give you thanks, Lord God. We join our voices with the angels and
archangels and all the company of heaven who forever sing:

PASTOR:
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PASTOR:
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PASTOR:
PEOPLE:
PASTOR:
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Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Hallelujah!
Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. Hallelujah!
Therefore, let us keep the feast.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
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est.

q Invitation and Prayer
PASTOR:

UNISON:

This Table is a place of nourishment for followers of Jesus Christ. All
baptized Christians who trust in Christ alone, are in good standing with a
church that embraces the Gospel, live at peace with their neighbor, and
seek strength to live more faithfully are welcome to eat this meal with us.
But examine yourself, for Scripture reminds us that whoever eats the Bread
or drinks the Cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty
concerning the Body and Blood of the Lord. And while none of us are
worthy apart from Christ, to even gather up the crumbs from this Table,
we eagerly eat this meal with faith in Christ and gratitude to God for his
salvation.
We do not presume to come to your Table, merciful Lord, trusting in our
own righteousness, but in your great mercies. Amen.

q Words of Institution
PASTOR:

And it was in mercy towards us that our heavenly Father gave his only
Son to suffer death on the Cross for our redemption. As it is written:
On the night Christ was betrayed he took Bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this
in remembrance of me.” Then in the same way, after supper Jesus took
the Cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

q Coming to the Table
You will be invited forward up the center aisle and you will return down the outside aisle. The bread is gluten free. Wine is in
the clear cups. Grape juice is in the purple cups. Please hold the bread and the cup until invited to eat and drink. We
welcome our children to come forward to the Table for prayer (see Children and Communion at the back of this order of
worship). If you are not eating the Supper with us today, you may come forward with your hands clasped together to
receive prayer, or you may spend this time in prayer at your seat using the communion prayers printed in the back of the
bulletin.


   




q Behold the Lamb
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q All I Have is Christ

p Psalm of Praise
PASTOR:
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
PEOPLE:
and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
PASTOR:
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
PEOPLE:
and forget not all his benefits
PASTOR:
who forgives all your iniquity,
PEOPLE:
who heals all your diseases,
PASTOR:
who redeems your life from the pit,
PEOPLE:
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.

PASTOR:
PEOPLE:
PASTOR:
PEOPLE:
PASTOR:
PEOPLE:
PASTOR:
PEOPLE:
PASTOR:
PEOPLE:

p

The Lord is merciful and gracious, He does not deal with us according to
our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
As a father has compassion for his children,
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him.
For he knows our frame;
he remembers that we are dust.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

UNISON:

Everliving God, thank you for feeding us with these holy mysteries—the
spiritual food of the Body and Blood of your Son. Heavenly Father, please
assist us with your grace, that we may continue in holy fellowship with you,
and do all such good works that you have prepared for us to walk in;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

p Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
p BENEDICTION

ROMANS 5:13

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling: Charles Wesley, Music by John Zundel.
Flourishing by Sandra McCracken, ©2015, DRINK YOUR TEA MUSIC, ARR, UBP.
Sanctus: Words and music by Jamie Brown.
Doxology: Thomas Ken.
Behold the Lamb: CCLI Song #5003372, ©2007 Thankyou Music. SongSelect Terms of Use. ARR.
All I Have is Christ: Words and Music by Jordan Kauflin, © 2008 Sovereign Grace Praise.
Catechism adapted from the New City Catechisms.
Prayer of Thanksgiving adapted from Psalm 103.
Hymns reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (©1990, Great Commission Publ.) UBP. Hymns and Praise Songs printed bulletin are used by permission through our
Church Copyright License #1020404.
Scripture is taken from the English Standard Version.
CCLI streaming license # 20488665.

LIFE

TOGETHER

This Week at Wheatland
Sunday, Oct 17
8:30 & 11:15am Worship
10:15am Sunday School
12:45pm Young Adult Lunch
6:30-8:00pm Roots Youth Group
Wednesday, Oct 20
9:30-11:00am Women’s Bible Study
7:00-8:45pm ESL Classes
Sunday, Oct 24
8:30 & 11:15am Worship
10:15am Sunday School for children
Fellowship time for adults
NO Roots Youth Group tonight
Fellowship Time Next Sunday
Wheatland adults are invited on October 24 to a
Fellowship Time from 10:15-11:00am in the
Fellowship Hall. Sunday school for ages 3 - 12th
grade will be held as usual.
Thanksgiving Praise Service & Dessert
On November 14 from 6:00 to 8:00pm we will be
celebrating the Harvest Season with a Praise
Service followed by our traditional Thanksgiving
Dessert. Our Praise Service will feature songs of
praise to God as well as uplifting stories of
thanksgiving to God from our congregation.
Nursery will be available during the Praise Service.
Dessert will be provided. Please sign up in the
narthex so we know how many are coming and
the childcare need.

Adult Sunday Classes Beginning
October 31 – NOTE DATE CHANGE
Blueprints: Scripture – God’s word has been
powerfully working in creation, redemption, and
revelation throughout history. In his providence,
God has chosen to reveal himself generally in
creation and specifically in the holy Scriptures. In
this class, we will explore God’s work of
revelation that leads to the written story of God’s
grace in the Scriptures. This class is taught by Dan
Spanjer and meets in the Sanctuary.
New Member Class – A 5-week New Member
Class, taught by Luke Le Duc, will meet in the
Augustine Room of the Harvest House. This class
is for all who are interested in membership or
wish to learn more about Wheatland. Attendance
does not obligate you to join, but it is required for
those seeking membership. If you plan to attend,
please contact Betsy Boone at
bboone@wheatlandpca.org or sign-up in the
narthex.

ROOTS Youth Group
All 6th – 12th graders are invited to the ROOTS
Youth Group gatherings on Sundays from
6:30pm-8pm. Contact Samuel for more
information at SSpatola@wheatlandpca.org.

Prayer Chain
Prayer is an important part of our church life. If
you have a prayer request or would like to join
with more than 90 other Wheatlanders who are
committed to bearing one another’s burdens in
Young Adult Lunch TODAY
If you are a young adult, 18-29ish, please join the prayer on the Prayer Chain, please contact Sue
group for lunch at 12:45pm at the Spatola house. Seevers at seseevers49@gmail.com.

Other Young Adult Activities
The Young Adult Book Group meets the 2nd
and 4th Tuesday of each month from 7:00 to
8:30pm at the Spatola's house, 748 Barr Blvd. in
Lancaster.
Things Unseen Reading Group meets the 3rd
Tuesday of each month from 7:00 to 9:00pm in
the Wheatland church office.

Wheatland Communications
Are you receiving email communications from the
church? If not, and you would like to, please email
your contact information to the church office and
we will add your name to the list. Send your info
to Betsy at bboone@wheatlandpca.org.

LIFE

TOGETHER

Men’s Ministry
Monday Evening Bible Study will be
looking at various books of the Bible. We
invite men to gather in the Augustine Room
on 1st & 3rd Mondays, from 7:00-8:30pm. To
attend this study, please contact Keith Winder
at kwinder@wheatlandpca.org.

Care Groups
Our congregation is organized by geographical lines
into care groups. The primary function of our care
groups is to provide a space for fellowship and
hospitality. Normally, our care groups meet once or
twice a month to share meals and deepen fellowship
with each other. Care Groups are organized as follows:

Women’s Ministry
Wednesday Morning Bible Study focuses
on Isaiah. This weekly study is held from 9:3011am in the fellowship hall through December
1. Contact Joy Manning at
fjmanning@msn.com for more info.
Saturday morning Bible Study continues in
Genesis meeting 2x’s per month from 7:309am at Kathy Landreth’s home, 1313 Clayton
Rd, Lancaster. For specific dates and more
info, contact Catherine Achor at
kitkatvt85@gmail.com.

Lancaster City (Northwest) - Luke and Terilyn
Le Duc lleduc@wheatlandpca.org
Lancaster City (Southwest/East) - Joe and Tenli
Hunter joeh1989@gmail.com
Hempfield - Bill and Catherine Achor
bill@yorkag.com
School Lane Hills - Keith and Melanie Winder
kwinder@wheatlandpca.org
Hamilton Park - Jim and Joy Bates
jbates01@mac.com
Mountville/Millersville - Dallas and Diane
Wolgemuth dallasdiane@embarqmail.com
Lampeter Strasburg - Paul and Deb Kreider
PHKIII@verizon.net
Leola/New Holland - Mike and Mary Kucks
kucksfamily83@hotmail.com
Manheim Township - Dan and Tara Spanjer
daniel.spanjer@live.com

Building Team Update
The Building Team has finalized plans for our
campus that address our current needs for
additional space while anticipating future
needs. We invite you to join us in this project
that we pray will deepen our ministry now to
each other, and root us in this place for
Kingdom work. This month, we will introduce
these plans to you in a series of smaller inperson meetings, along with one virtual
gathering on Zoom. These smaller gatherings
are meant to create a space for everyone to see
the vision, ask questions, and consider how
you might be financially committed to this
work. Sign-up sheets for these upcoming
gatherings are in the lobby or online.
Song Lyric Sheets Available
Lyric sheets for each Sunday’s worship service
songs are now available in the narthex and on
our website. We hope this will make it easier to
worship in song for those who find the lyrics
and music printed together challenging.

Wheatland Diaconate
The Diaconate at Wheatland (deacons and
deaconesses) work to manage the upkeep of the
property and to facilitate mercy ministries of
sympathy and service among our members and
regular attenders. If you have a concern about the
property, a mercy-need, or want to get in touch with a
deacon or deaconess, you can reach out personally
(names listed below and contact information is in
Elexio) or email Diaconate@WheatlandPCA.org.
Ruling Elders
Bill Achor
Glyn Boone
Ned Bustard
Joshua Kiehl
Steve Osborne
Les Slough

Deacons
Deaconesses
Jon Bush
Catherine Achor
Jeremy Detweiler Jess Bagge
Ben Gerlach
Louise Brewer
Chuck Heath
Amanda Long
Joseph Kiehl
Priscilla Parker
Bill Piser
Beth Slough
Diane Wolgemuth

Habits shape us. Some of your habits are obvious to you and some go on without notice. But they
are often, the most powerful elements in our formation. These daily habits and routines are
sometimes called liturgies. Liturgies, are thoughts, words, and actions that are repeated over and
over, and by that repetition shape us. Biblical Liturgies (including our Sunday morning worship)
are meant to deepen us more and more in a distinctly Christian way of living that integrates the
spheres of faith and daily life. Much of Christian formation is intentionally developing liturgies
that lead us to resist the World's idea of the good life (power, greed, sex, busyness, etc...) and
instead embrace God's definition of the good life.
Adapted from the habits developed by Justin Earley in his book, The Common Rule, The GOOD
LIFE will include two daily liturgies and two weekly liturgies. This years’ discipleship initiative
is not meant to earn God’s love or the praise of others, but to cultivate habits that deepen our love
for God and neighbor. Join us in 2021 in making some new habits.
DAILY
1 BOOK
Start every day by reading God’s Word. Daily immersion in the Scriptures resists the anxiety of
emails, the envy of social media, and the fear of the news. Instead, it forms us daily in our true
identity as children of King Jesus. Try the Read Scripture Bookmarks available in the church’s
narthex.
1 HOUR
Turn your phone off for one hour each day, allowing you to turn your gaze towards each other:
your family, coworkers, friends, or neighbors. We are made for presence, but, often our phones
lead to our absence. Try to turn off your phone at the same time every day to create a rhythm of
presence to God and others.
WEEKLY
1 FRIEND
Meet with a friend once a week. Set aside one hour each week for conversation with a friend. In
habitual, intimate, face-to-face conversation with each other, we find a gospel practice; we are laid
bare to each other and truly loved. Try a Standing Meeting, like in one of our Wheatland Triads.
Set up a scheduled time with a friend, at which you will always connect. Seek to build regular and
deepening connection with someone over the year.
1 DAY
Keep the Sabbath wholly. This weekly practice teaches us that God sustains the world and we
don’t. Sabbath continually reminds us that the world doesn’t hang on what we can accomplish, but
rather on what God has accomplished for us. Try a Communal Sabbath. A natural place to begin
would be with people your Care Group - share a communal meal, a time of prayer, or a phone call
that encourages each other to find rest in God’s steadfast love.

Communion Prayers

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim is true, please guide
me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the
cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that
is coherent, compelling, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you,
I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing
my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and new life. Trusting that you have been
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen.

Children and Communion

Our baptized children are covenant children of our church, a rich part of our life together at
Wheatland, and we long to see them eating with us at the Table. As a denomination (Presbyterian
Church in America), we do not practice giving communion to children before they profess their
faith to the Elders of our church and undertake the obligations and duties of a communing
member. However, it is a deep joy to gather them with us at this Table so that we might pray for
them. Our prayer is that they will grow in their faith and love of Jesus and his gospel and in due
time will profess their faith publicly to our Elders and join us to eat this meal of grace.
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Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim is true, please guide
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Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you,
I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing
my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and new life. Trusting that you have been
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen.

Children and Communion

Our baptized children are covenant children of our church, a rich part of our life together at
Wheatland, and we long to see them eating with us at the Table. As a denomination (Presbyterian
Church in America), we do not practice giving communion to children before they profess their
faith to the Elders of our church and undertake the obligations and duties of a communing
member. However, it is a deep joy to gather them with us at this Table so that we might pray for
them. Our prayer is that they will grow in their faith and love of Jesus and his gospel and in due
time will profess their faith publicly to our Elders and join us to eat this meal of grace.

