
 

 

 

 

 

 



R E F L E C T I O N S  

  

Thomas struggled to believe because in John’s Gospel, belief isn’t about an intellectual assent to some list 
of facts, but instead, belief is about a relationship. When Jesus died on the cross, so too did his relationship 
with Thomas. Thomas believed Jesus, he gave him his heart and his hope, and that belief couldn’t live 
beyond the grave... Unless, that is, Jesus lived beyond the grave, and that is so hard to fathom, that 
Thomas wanted proof before he handed his heart over to be burned again. We all have doubts from time to 
time, that’s a normal part of living the life of faith, we shouldn’t begrudge Thomas for doubting. What 
Jesus longs for in this post-resurrection encounter with Thomas is that we all might believe in him by 
handing over our hearts and our hopes that he might bring them to the fullness of joy. That’s what living 
an Easter life is all about. 

 ~ Steve Pankey 
 
What a strange thing to hold on to – this certainty that answers to our most profound and desperate 
questions about life come not because we seek them with focused determination but because God comes 
seeking us, stepping through walls that hardship builds around us, offering love at the very moment that 
grace seems nothing but a farcical ghost story told by not-to-be-believed friends. 

 ~ Serene Jones 
 
When Jesus opens your eyes to his reality, that is all you can say, ‘My Lord and my God’... Jesus appears 
in the room offering wholeness to our broken souls, calm to our frantic lives, and answers to our troubling 
questions. And all of this; peace, wholeness, calm, and answers are found in his very existence. 

 ~ Kevin Smith 
 
We often act as if God is lost, treating the Almighty as if he’s gone missing, our Creator crouching in the 
cosmos behind a couch somewhere, playing hide-and-seek and waiting for us to follow any trail of 
breadcrumbs we can find to pick up the hunt and discover the divine. We emphasize “searching for God” 
and “finding faith.” We send satellites and smoke signals into the sky and hope the heavens respond... But, 
what if we have it backward? What if God is the one pursuing us and our job is not to discover the light 
but to simply step out of the shadows? Not to hit the trailhead on the hunt, but to give up our hiding spot in 
the bushes? Not to ramp up our search for God, but to receive God’s search for us... Jesus reveals a God 
who relentlessly comes after our restless hearts. God’s divine grace bears down upon us, calling us to turn 
and receive his love. As his footsteps draw closer, the sounds of his voice breaks through the silence, and 
the light of his encroaching presence begins to pierce the darkness. The question we’re then faced with is 
not whether we have been good enough, jumped high enough, or sought hard enough... The question is, do 
we want to be found? 

 ~ Joshua Ryan Butler 
 
 
  

 



April 11, 2021 | Second Sunday of Easter 
 
p CONGREGATION STANDS     Hearing-assisted headsets are available through the Sound Technician. 
q CONGREGATION SITS     For a large-print edition of the bulletin, please call the church office. 
 
 

 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new 
covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of 
Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 

q P  R  E  L  U  D  E    
 
 
 
 

p C A L L  T O  W O R S H I P PSALM 47:1-8  
 

LEADER: Clap your hands, all you nations; 
PEOPLE: shout to God with cries of joy. 
LEADER: How awesome is the LORD Most High, 
PEOPLE: the great King over all the earth! 
LEADER: He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet. He chose our 

inheritance for us, 
PEOPLE: the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 
LEADER: God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 
PEOPLE: the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 
LEADER: Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
PEOPLE: sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
LEADER: For God is the King of all the earth; 
PEOPLE: sing to him a psalm of praise. 
LEADER: God reigns over the nations; 
PEOPLE: God is seated on his holy throne. 
  



p Great Are You Lord  
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p Scripture ACTS 2:25-32  
 
LEADER: Listen to what David said about Jesus of Nazareth:  

LEFT: “I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will  
not be shaken. 

RIGHT: Therefore, my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live  
in hope,  

LEFT: because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your  
Holy One see decay.  

RIGHT: You have made known to me the paths of life;  
 you will fill me with joy in your presence.” 
LEADER: Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was 

buried, and his tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet and knew 
that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his 
descendants on his throne. Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the 
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did 
his body see decay.  

PEOPLE: God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. 
  



p All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (verses 1 & 2)  

  



p C R E E D   
 
UNISON:  We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, who made the heaven and 

the earth and the seas and all the things that are in them; and in one Christ 
Jesus, the Son of God, who was made flesh for our salvation; and in the 
Holy Spirit, who made known through the prophets the plan of salvation, 
and the coming, and the birth from a virgin, and the passion, and the 
resurrection from the dead, and the bodily ascension into heaven of the 
beloved Christ Jesus, our Lord, and his future appearing from heaven in 
the glory of the Father to sum up all things and to raise anew all flesh of 
the whole human race. Amen. 

 

p All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (verse 3)  
 

q C O N F E S S I O N MATTHEW 22:37-40  
 

LEADER: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

PEOPLE: Lord, have mercy upon us for we have broken your two greatest 
commandments by thought, word and deed. Have mercy on us and incline 
our hearts to keep your law. Amen. 

 

Please take a moment to silently confess your individual sins. 
 

q Assurance of Pardon PSALM 130:7  
 

Put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full 
redemption.  
 

p T H A N K S G I V I N G   
 

LEADER: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
PEOPLE: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 
 

p All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (verses 4 & 5)  



p G O S P E L  LUKE 24:36-53  
 
36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to 
them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a 
spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit 
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were 
marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece 
of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate before them. 
 

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 
46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third 
day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses 
of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But 
stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
 

50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 
51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.52 And 
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in 
the temple blessing God. 
 

LEADER: The Gospel of the Lord. 
PEOPLE: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

q C A T E C H I S M   
 

LEADER: Since no one can keep the law, what is its purpose? 
PEOPLE: That we may know the holy nature and will of God, and the sinful nature 

and disobedience of our hearts; and thus our need of a Savior. The law 
also teaches and exhorts us to live a life worthy of our Savior. 

 

q O F F E R I N G 2 CORINTHIANS 9:7  
 
Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
  



If you are able to continue to give, you may do so online at www.wheatlandpca.org/give or by mail. 
If you are struggling financially, please contact our diaconate at Diaconate@Wheatlandpca.org.  
 

q Christ Our Hope in Life and Death  

 

  



10:00am Service only: Children, ages 3 -5 years, are dismissed to be walked over to the first 
floor of the Harvest House for Children’s Worship Training.  
 

q P R O C L A M A T I O N JOHN 20:24-29  
 
24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of 
the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
 
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and 
put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.” 
 
LEADER: This is the Word of the Lord. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God. 
  



q The Gracious Pursuit of Jesus Rev. Keith A. Winder  
 Manuscripts of the sermon are available.    
  



p T H E  L O R D’S  S U P P E R  
 

PASTOR: The Lord be with you! 
PEOPLE: And also with you. 
PASTOR: Lift up your hearts! 
PEOPLE: We lift them up to the Lord. 
PASTOR: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 
PEOPLE: It is right to give him our thanks and praise. 
PASTOR: It is a right, good, proper, and joyful thing, at all times, and in all places to 

give you thanks, Lord God. We join our voices with the angels and 
archangels and all the company of heaven who forever sing: 

 
p Sanctus 

 
 
PASTOR: Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith: 
PEOPLE: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Hallelujah! 
PASTOR: Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. Hallelujah! 
PEOPLE: Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
PASTOR: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
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q Invitation and Prayer 
 

PASTOR: This Table is a place of nourishment for followers of Jesus Christ. All 
baptized Christians who trust in Christ alone, are in good standing with a 
church that embraces the Gospel, live at peace with their neighbor, and 
seek strength to live more faithfully are welcome to eat this meal with us. 
But examine yourself, for Scripture reminds us that whoever eats the Bread 
or drinks the Cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty 
concerning the Body and Blood of the Lord. And while none of us are 
worthy apart from Christ, to even gather up the crumbs from this Table,  
we eagerly eat this meal with faith in Christ and gratitude to God for his 
salvation.  

UNISON: We do not presume to come to your Table, merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in your great mercies. Amen.   

 
q Words of Institution 
 

PASTOR: And it was in mercy towards us that our heavenly Father gave his only  
Son to suffer death on the Cross for our redemption. As it is written:  
On the night Christ was betrayed he took Bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this  
in remembrance of me.” Then in the same way, after supper Jesus took  
the Cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

 
q Coming to the Table 
 
You will be invited forward up the outside aisle and you will return down the center aisle. The bread is gluten free. Wine is in 
the clear cups. Grape juice is in the purple cups. Please hold the bread and the cup until invited to eat and drink. We 
welcome our children to come forward to the Table for prayer (see Children and Communion at the back of this order of 
worship). If you are not eating the Supper with us today, you may come forward with your hands clasped together to 
receive prayer, or you may spend this time in prayer at your seat using the communion prayers printed in the back of the 
bulletin. 

  



p Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
PASTOR: Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
PEOPLE: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
PASTOR: Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
PEOPLE: and forget not all his benefits 

PASTOR: who forgives all your iniquity, 
PEOPLE: who heals all your diseases, 
PASTOR: who redeems your life from the pit, 
PEOPLE: who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
PASTOR: The Lord is merciful and gracious, He does not deal with us according to 

our sins, 
PEOPLE: nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
PASTOR: For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
PEOPLE: so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
PASTOR: as far as the east is from the west, 
PEOPLE: so far does he remove our transgressions from us.  

PASTOR: As a father has compassion for his children, 
PEOPLE: so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him. 
PASTOR: For he knows our frame; 
PEOPLE: he remembers that we are dust. 
UNISON: Everliving God, thank you for feeding us with these holy mysteries—the 

spiritual food of the Body and Blood of your Son. Heavenly Father, please 
assist us with your grace, that we may continue in holy fellowship with you, 
and do all such good works that you have prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Ghost, be 
all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 

p Doxology  
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

p  B E N E D I C T I O N 1 THESSALONIANS 3:16, 18  
 

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The 
Lord be with all of you. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  



Great Are You Lord: Jason Ingram, Leslie Jordan, and David Leonard; ©2013 Integrity’s Alleluia! Music (SESAC) Integrity’s Praise! Music (BMI)  
ARR. UBP. 

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! st. 1-5: Edward Perronet, st. 6: John Rippon. 
Christ Our Hope in Life and Death:  ©2020 Getty Music Publishing (BMI)/Messenger Humns (BMI)/ Matthew Merker Music (BMI)/ Jordan Kauflin 

Music (BMI)/ Getty Music Hymns and Songs (ASCAP)/ Love Your Enemies Publishing (ASCAP).  
Creed from the Heidelberg Catechism, Q. 46 & 47. 
Sanctus: Words and music by Jamie Brown. 
Doxology: Thomas Ken.  
Catechisms adapted from the Gospel Coalition Foundational Documents. 
Prayer of Thanksgiving adapted from Psalm 130. 
Hymns reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (©1990, Great Commission Publ.) UBP. Hymns and Praise Songs printed bulletin are used by permission 

through our Church Copyright License #1020404. 
Scripture is taken from the English Standard Version. 
CCLI streaming license # 20488665. 

 
 
 
 

L I F E    T O G E T H E R 
This Week at Wheatland 

Sunday, April 11 
8am, 10am and 12pm Worship  
6:30-8:30pm Youth Group  

Wednesday, April 14  
9:30-11:00am Women’s Bible Study 

Sunday, April 18 
8am, 10am and 12pm Worship  
1:30pm Young Adult Lunch at Sloughs 
4:00-6:00pm Life Together Party 
6:30-8:30pm Youth Group  

 
Baby News 
We are so happy to announce the birth of 
Meredith Laine Timmins on March 30! 
Congratulations to Adam and Lauren Timmins. 
Welcome to the Wheatland family, baby 
Meredith! 
 
Life Together Party 
All are invited to a church campus Life Together 
Party on April 18, 4-6pm! Game stations, picnic 
fare (hot dogs, chips, drinks) and free play make 
this a great time to connect with our church 
family. Calling all Prayer Champions, families 
and students to come have fun! The inclement 
weather date is April 25. 
 
 

Young Adult Lunch 
All young adults (18-29ish) are invited to lunch 
on Sunday, April 18 at 1:30pm at the Slough 
house, 1015 Kreps Rd, Lancaster. Contact 
Samuel at SSpatola@wheatlandpca.org for 
more information.  
 
The Row House Forum 
If you sleep on a nightly basis (or try to), you 
may be interested in the next Row House 
Forum: “The Solace of Sleep” featuring 
Jennifer Tudor, PhD. Her talk will explore her 
research as the director of a sleep lab at Saint 
Joseph's University, Philadelphia, PA where she 
is an Assistant Professor in the Biology Dept. 
Join us in person at The Trust Performing Arts 
Center or online Friday, April 16 at 7:00pm. 
RSVP required. See www.therowhouse.org or 
contact curator Tom Becker for more info: 
tom@therowhouse.org.  

 
Nursery 
Wheatland is now offering nursery, volunteer 
dependent, at the 8am and 10am services. We 
look forward to caring for our littlest (up to 3 
years old) in the Toddler Room.  
  



L I F E    T O G E T H E R 
Men’s Ministry  
Men’s Bible Study (In-Person) 
Following the sermon series on repentance, we 
will gather in the fellowship hall on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays, from 7:00-8:30pm As with all indoor 
gatherings on our campus, masks are required and 
we will practice social distancing as much as 
possible. To attend this study, please contact 
Keith Winder at kwinder@wheatlandpca.org.  

 

Men’s Bible Study (Online) 
Revelation is often seen as a book of despair, the 
end times.  In reality, it’s a book of hope.  Men are 
invited to virtually join Steve Osborne on 
Wednesday mornings starting April 14 at 6:30am 
to explore this fascinating book.  Contact Steve 
at harborwoodssteve@gmail.com to learn more. 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 

Wednesday morning Bible Study is looking at 
the epistle of James. Sign up Genius is used for 
on-site and Zoom options. Contact Becky for 
more info at idelette.becky@gmail.com. 
 

Saturday morning Bible Study is studying the 
book of Genesis. We meet twice per month in the 
Augustine Room from 7:30-9am. For more 
information, contact Catherine Achor at 
kitkatvt85@gmail.com. 
 
Young Adult Activities 
If you fall into the 18-29(ish) age group, please 
join us for our upcoming activities. Contact 
Samuel at SSpatola@wheatlandpca.org for more 
information. 
 

Book discussion Group will meet Tuesday, 
April 13 using The Common Rule: Habits of Purpose 
for an Age of Distraction. This group will continue to 
gather on 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 7:00pm in the 
Spatola Home. We will be covering Daily Habit 4 
on April 13. 
 

A Second Book discussion Group using the 
book Things Unseen also meets on 3rd Tuesdays, 
next meeting on April 20, at 7:00pm at the 
church office building. 

Servant Stage Performance 
Servant Stage is returning to live in-person 
performances with the musical Daddy Long Legs, 
a charming rags-to-riches love story based on the 
classic 1912 novel. Performances take place at 
The Junction Center in Manheim, now-April 25. 
Tickets are Pay-What-You-Will but seating is 
limited and reservations are required. Reserve at 
ServantStage.org or call 717-455-0255. Also 
available to watch online from April 23-May 2. 
 
ESL Teacher Training Online  
Wheatland’s ESL Ministry will need more teachers 
when our classes are once again in full swing. 
Would you prayerfully consider becoming a part 
of our ministry in this valuable way? Upcoming 
teacher training on April 23-26 will be offered via 
Zoom by MNA’s ESL ministry. The training 
takes only several hours per day. Having 
enough teachers (2 for each classroom) has 
consistently been the limiting factor in our 
ability to offer enough classes to meet the English 
language needs of our immigrant and refugee 
community. Registration forms are in the narthex. 
For more information about the training, go to 
pcamna.org/ministry/esl-ministries/. For 
information about Wheatland’s ESL Ministry, 
contact Betsy at bboone@wheatlandpca.org. 
 
Care Groups 
Our congregation is organized by geographical 
lines into care groups. The primary function of 
our care groups is to provide a space for 
fellowship and hospitality. Normally, our care 
groups meet once or twice a month to share 
meals and deepen fellowship with each other. But, 
due to the ongoing pandemic, our care groups 
have been trying different methods to help 
members maintain fellowship with one another. If 
you’d like more info on care groups or want to be 
added to a care group list, please contact Keith 
Winder at kwinder@wheatlandpca.org. 
 
 



L I F E    T O G E T H E R 

 

Wheatland Communications 
Are you receiving email communications from the 
church? If not, and you would like to, please email 
your contact information to the church office and 
we will add your name to the list. Send your 
information to Betsy at 
bboone@wheatlandpca.org. 
 
Wheatland Recordings 
Recordings of the sermons are available on the 
church website, www.wheatlandpca.org. 
Recordings of personal testimonies given during 
the worship service as well as both adult Sunday 
classes are also on the website. For CD copies of 
the worship service, please contact the office 
at bboone@wheatlandpca.org.  
 

Prayer Chain 
Prayer is an important part of our church life. If 
you have a prayer request or would like to join 
with more than 90 other Wheatlanders who are 
committed to bearing one another’s burdens in 
prayer on the Prayer Chain, please contact Sue 
Seevers at seseevers49@gmail.com. 
 

Song Lyric Sheets Available 
Lyric sheets for each Sunday’s worship service 
songs are now available in the narthex and on our 
website. We hope this will make it easier to 
worship in song for those who find the lyrics and 
music printed together challenging. 
 
  

Wheatland Diaconate 
The Diaconate at Wheatland (deacons and 
deaconesses) work to manage the upkeep of the 
property and to facilitate mercy ministries of 
sympathy and service among our members and 
regular attenders. If you have a concern about the 
property, a mercy-need, or want to get in touch 
with a deacon or deaconess, you can reach out 
personally (names listed below and contact 
information is in Elexio) or email 
Diaconate@WheatlandPCA.org. 
 
 

Ruling Elders Deacons 
Bill Achor Mark Broomell 
Glyn Boone Jon Bush 
Ned Bustard Jeremy Detweiler 
Joshua Kiehl Ben Gerlach 
Steve Osborne Chuck Heath 
Les Slough Joe Hunter 
 Bill Piser 
Deaconesses 
Catherine Achor 
Jess Bagge 
Louise Brewer 
Cheryl Broomell 
Lisa Cutler 
Amanda Long 
Priscilla Parker 
Beth Slough 

 



 
Habits shape us. Some of your habits are obvious to you and some go on without notice. But they 
are often, the most powerful elements in our formation. These daily habits and routines are 
sometimes called liturgies. Liturgies, are thoughts, words, and actions that are repeated over and 
over, and by that repetition shape us. Biblical Liturgies (including our Sunday morning worship) 
are meant to deepen us more and more in a distinctly Christian way of living that integrates the 
spheres of faith and daily life. Much of Christian formation is intentionally developing liturgies 
that lead us to resist the World's idea of the good life (power, greed, sex, busyness, etc...) and 
instead embrace God's definition of the good life. 
 

Adapted from the habits developed by Justin Earley in his book, The Common Rule, The GOOD 
LIFE will include two daily liturgies and two weekly liturgies. This years’ discipleship initiative 
is not meant to earn God’s love or the praise of others, but to cultivate habits that deepen our love 
for God and neighbor. Join us in 2021 in making some new habits. 
 
D A I L Y 
 

 

1 BOOK 
Start every day by reading God’s Word. Daily immersion in the Scriptures resists the anxiety of 
emails, the envy of social media, and the fear of the news. Instead, it forms us daily in our true 
identity as children of King Jesus. Try the Read Scripture Bookmarks available in the church’s 
narthex.  

 

1 HOUR 
Turn your phone off for one hour each day, allowing you to turn your gaze towards each other: 
your family, coworkers, friends, or neighbors. We are made for presence, but, often our phones 
lead to our absence. Try to turn off your phone at the same time every day to create a rhythm of 
presence to God and others.  
 
W E E K L Y 
 

 

1 FRIEND 
Meet with a friend once a week. Set aside one hour each week for conversation with a friend. In 
habitual, intimate, face-to-face conversation with each other, we find a gospel practice; we are laid 
bare to each other and truly loved. Try a Standing Meeting, like in one of our Wheatland Triads. 
Set up a scheduled time with a friend, at which you will always connect. Seek to build regular and 
deepening connection with someone over the year.  
 

1 DAY 
Keep the Sabbath wholly. This weekly practice teaches us that God sustains the world and we 
don’t. Sabbath continually reminds us that the world doesn’t hang on what we can accomplish, but 
rather on what God has accomplished for us. Try a Communal Sabbath. A natural place to begin 
would be with people your Care Group - share a communal meal, a time of prayer, or a phone call 
that encourages each other to find rest in God’s steadfast love. 



Communion Prayers 

 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth 
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the 
cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that 
is coherent, compelling, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 
 
 
 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you, 
I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing 
my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and new life. Trusting that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Children and Communion 

 

Our baptized children are covenant children of our church, a rich part of our life together at 
Wheatland, and we long to see them eating with us at the Table. As a denomination (Presbyterian 
Church in America), we do not practice giving communion to children before they profess their 
faith to the Elders of our church and undertake the obligations and duties of a communing 
member. However, it is a deep joy to gather them with us at this Table so that we might pray for 
them. Our prayer is that they will grow in their faith and love of Jesus and his gospel and in due 
time will profess their faith publicly to our Elders and join us to eat this meal of grace. 

 



 

 
 

Wheatland 
Presbyterian Church 
exists to glorify God 

by equipping the 
community of believers 

to lovingly confront 
our generation 

with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 
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 Samuel Spatola | DIRECTOR OF STUDENT MINISTRIES & OUTREACH sspatola@wheatlandpca.org 
 Bruce Mawhinney | PASTOR EMERITUS   bmawhinney@wheatlandpca.org 
 Betsy Boone | ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT   bboone@wheatlandpca.org 
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