REFLECTIONS

The gospel of the crucified Messiah (Galatians 1-2) creates a new, multi-ethnic family (Galatians 3-4) that
is transformed by the Spirit (Galatians 5-6).
~ Tim Mackie, The Bible Project
In [Galatians], Paul outlines the bombshell truth that the gospel is the A to Z of the Christian life. It is not
only the way to enter the kingdom; it is the way to live as part of the kingdom. It is the way Christ
transforms people, churches and communities…
The most obvious fact about the historical setting is often the most overlooked. In the letter to the
Galatians, Paul expounds in detail what the gospel is and how it works. But the intended audience of this
exposition of the gospel are all professing Christians. It is not simply non-Christians but also believers
who need continually to learn the gospel and apply it to their lives.
~ Timothy Keller
For Paul, [the gospel] isn’t a system of salvation, or a new way of being religious. It’s the announcement
that Jesus, the crucified Messiah, is exalted as the Lord of the whole world; therefore he is calling into
existence a single worldwide family. This is the true gospel, he says; beware of illicit imitations. Indeed,
shun them; they are a curse, not a blessing.
~ N. T. Wright
The revelation of Christ is not simply one more act in a string of revelations. It is rather a new creation and
there is no “through-train” connecting the old creation with the new.
~ B. R. Gaventa
Salvation becomes an actuality in the world when God welcomes human beings to enter his very life by
entry into the life of the Son by the Spirit. Justice is realized when the divisions of Babel are broken down
in the death and resurrection of the Son of God, when a new order of life and worship is established in
which the distinction of Jew and Gentile has become utterly inconsequential, where the division between
circumcision and uncircumcision means nothing. Justice is established in the world when God takes flesh
to deliver human beings from the tyranny of flesh, and to bring them to live by the Spirit while in flesh.
Spirit in flesh: that is new creation.
~ Peter Leithart
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p CONGREGATION STANDS
q CONGREGATION SITS

Hearing-assisted headsets are available through the Sound Technician.
For a large-print edition of the bulletin, please call the church office.

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your
Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
q P R E L U D E

p CALL TO WORSHIP
LEADER:

PEOPLE:
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

LEADER:
PEOPLE:

LEADER:
PEOPLE:
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

LEADER:

PEOPLE:

PSALM 90

Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. Before
the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God. You turn men back to dust,
saying, “Return to dust, O sons of men.” For a thousand years in your
sight
are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night.
You sweep men away in the sleep of death;
they are like the new grass of the morning—
though in the morning it springs up new,
by evening it is dry and withered.
We are consumed by your anger and terrified by your indignation. You
have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your presence.
All our days pass away under your wrath;
we finish our years with a moan.
The length of our days is seventy years—or eighty, if we have the strength;
yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly
away. Who knows the power of your anger? For your wrath is as great as
the fear that is due you. Teach us to number our days aright,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

LEADER:
PEOPLE:

LEADER:

PEOPLE:

Relent, O LORD! How long will it be? Have compassion on your
servants. Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.
Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, for as many years
as we have seen trouble. May your deeds be shown to your servants, your
splendor to their children. May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon
us; establish the work of our hands for us—
yes, establish the work of our hands.

p Blessed Jesus, Thee We Sing

q CONFESSION
LEADER:
UNISON:

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God together by praying—
Almighty God, we acknowledge and confess that we have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed; we have not loved you with all of our
heart, soul, mind, and strength; we have not loved our neighbor as
ourselves. Deepen within us our sorrow for the wrong we have done, and
the good we have left undone. Lord, you are full of compassion and
gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy; there is always forgiveness
with you! Restore to us the joy of your salvation. Amen.

Please take a moment to silently confess your individual sins.

q Assurance of Pardon

PSALM 65:2-4

O you who hear prayer, to you all men will come. When we were overwhelmed by sins,
you forgave our transgressions. Blessed are those you choose and bring near to live in
your courts! We are filled with the good things of your house, of your holy temple.
p THANKSGIVING
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

LEADER:
PEOPLE:

 








p Perseverance of the Saints
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p CREED
UNISON:

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

p GOSPEL

MATTHEW 18:21-35

21

Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to
you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began
to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he
could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all
that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him,
the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that
same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred
denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his
fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay
you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt.
31
When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and
they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow
servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers,
until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of
you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

q CATECHISM
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

From the New City Catechism #37

How does the Holy Spirit help us?
The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin, comforts us, guides us, gives us
spiritual gifts and the desire to obey God; and he enables us to pray and to
understand God’s Word.

q OFFERING

2 CORINTHIANS 8:2-4

Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up
in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even
beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the
privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.
If you are able to continue to give, you may do so online at www.wheatlandpca.org/give or by mail.
If you are struggling financially, please contact our diaconate at Diaconate@Wheatlandpca.org.

p Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
q Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

q PROCLAMATION

GALATIANS 1:1-5

1

Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God
the Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all the brothers who are with me,
To the churches of Galatia:
3
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave
himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our
God and Father, 5 to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

q No Other Gospel: Getting it Straight
Manuscripts of the sermon are available.

Rev. Luke D. Le Duc

p SACRAMENT
The Lord be with you!
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!
It is right to give him our thanks and praise.
It is a right, good, proper, and joyful thing, at all times, and in all places to
give you thanks, Lord God. We join our voices with the angels and
archangels and all the company of heaven who forever sing this song:

LEADER:
PEOPLE:
LEADER:
PEOPLE:
LEADER:
PEOPLE:
LEADER:
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Communion is an opportunity for all of us to seek the Lord. It is an occasion for baptized Christians to be strengthened by
our Savior. All who trust in Christ alone, belong to (and are in good standing with) a church that embraces the Gospel, live
at peace with their neighbor, and seek strength to live more faithfully are welcome to eat this meal with us. If you are not a
Christian, please consider spending this time in prayer using the communion prayers printed in the back of the bulletin.
Gluten free bread is available. Prepackaged cups are used for the grape juice and clear cups for the wine.

Please hold the bread and the cup until all have been served.


   




q Behold the Lamb
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q Prayer
UNISON:
LEADER:

We do not presume to come to your Table, merciful Lord, trusting in our
own righteousness, but in your great mercies. Amen.
And it was in mercy towards us that our heavenly Father gave his only Son
to suffer death on the Cross for our redemption. As it is written: On the
night Christ was betrayed he took Bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”
The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for you, preserve your
body and soul unto everlasting life. Take and eat this in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your heart by faith with
thanksgiving.

LEADER:

Then in the same way, after supper Jesus took the Cup, saying, “This cup is
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. The Blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which was shed for you, preserve your body and soul unto
everlasting life. Drink this in remembrance that Christ’s Blood was shed for
you, and be thankful.

p Prayer of Thanksgiving
PEOPLE:

Everliving God, thank you for feeding us with these holy mysteries—the
spiritual food of the Body and Blood of your Son. Heavenly Father, please
assist us with your grace, that we may continue in holy fellowship with you,
and do all such good works that you have prepared for us to walk in;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Ghost, be
all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

p Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
p BENEDICTION

1 THESSALONIANS 3:11-13

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to
come to you. May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and
for everyone else, just as ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you
will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus
comes with all his holy ones.
Blessed Jesus, Thee We Sing: Words by J. Adams, Music by Matthew Monticchio.
Perseverance of the Saints: Matthew Monticchio.
Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing by Robert Robinson.
Sanctus: Words and music by Jamie Brown.
Behold the Lamb: CCLI Song #5003372, ©2007 Thankyou Music. SongSelect Terms of Use. ARR.
Doxology: Thomas Ken.
Catechisms adapted from the Gospel Coalition Foundational Documents.
Hymns reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (©1990, Great Commission Publ.) UBP. Hymns and Praise Songs printed bulletin are used by permission
through our Church Copyright License #1020404.
Scripture is taken from the English Standard Version.
CCLI streaming license # 20488665.
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Young Adult Group
Wheatland’s young adult group is back! If you fall
into the 18-29(ish) age group, please join us for
dessert, coffee and tea on 2nd Sunday of each
month, including today at 1:30pm at the Spatola's
home. We will also have a book discussion group
this fall on John Calvin's Golden Booklet of the True
Christian Life. This discussion group will gather
five times at the Spatolas at 8:00pm on Sept. 22,
Oct. 13, Oct. 27, Nov. 10, and Nov. 24. Contact
Samuel at SSpatola@wheatlandpca.org for more
info.
Roots Youth Group Fall Kick-off
All students grades 7-12 are invited tonight to the
kick-off of a new season of Roots youth group
from 6:30-8:30pm. We are excited to welcome our
new 7th grade students! Contact Samuel at
SSpatola@wheatlandpca.org for more info.

Fall Work Day
Come to our Fall Work Day on Saturday,
October 3, 8am-12pm, to get the property ready
for the fall and winter months. So that the
burden won’t fall on just a few people, bring the
family—we welcome window washers, general
repair people, gardeners & cleaners of all ages.
Our Spring Work Day was canceled so we
need more volunteers than normal to tackle
the extra work. Even if you’re only able to come
for a few hours, your help would be greatly
appreciated!

CCEF Conference
The Christian Counseling and Education
Foundation will be holding its annual conference
virtually on October 2-3 (Friday and Saturday).
Many Wheatlanders have attended this conference
in the past and found it very beneficial. This year,
we plan to offer an opportunity for people to
“attend” the conference together on the campus
Women’s Wednesday Bible Study
of Wheatland. To attend the conference, you will
Wednesday morning Bible study will begin
September 30. If you are NOT on the email list need to sign up on line at www.ccef.org to
register. If you think you would like to attend with
and would like to be, this is your last chance!
others at the church, please contact Brad Smith
Because of the logistics of Covid-19, we cannot
take on site participant’s names after Wednesday, at smithbb2064@gmail.com to let him know your
September 13. Zoom only participants should still potential interest. More details to come soon.
notify us of their desire to participate. If you fall
into one of these categories, please email Hannah Men's Bible Study
Weston at nibholder@gmail.com. Those already Join us for a deep dive into Paul's letter to the
on the email list, stay tuned this week for details
churches in Galatia. This is an opportunity for
concerning logistics, what we're studying and how men to bear one another's burdens and move one
to purchase your study guide. Thank you for your another towards sacrificial love as we study God's
ongoing patience!
Word together. Beginning September 22, we will
gather in the fellowship hall on the 2nd & 4th
Tuesdays from 7-8:30pm for our study and
separate into smaller groups if needed. Please
contact Jeff Barrall at jbarrall@windstream.net or
Keith Winder at kwinder@wheatlandpca.org with
questions.

LIFE

TOGETHER

Officer Nominations
Session invites congregation members to submit
names of men to consider for nomination to the
office of Elder or Deacon and the names of
women for Deaconess. Officer nomination forms
are in the narthex. Return the form by September
27 to Luke Le Duc’s or Steve Osborne’s folders in
the mail slots in the fellowship hall or drop them
in the offering plate.
Donations Needed
UNTO (formerly known as GAiN) needs clean,
used towels for their Luopad ministry. Their
supply of towels has greatly dwindled due to their
warehouse being closed during the pandemic.
Learn more about their Luopads ministry at
UNTO.com. A collection box is located in the
narthex. Contact Glenda Johnson for more
information at 717-397-5815 or
g_h_johnson@msn.com.
Wheatland Diaconate
The Diaconate at Wheatland (deacons and
deaconesses) work to manage the upkeep of the
property and to facilitate mercy ministries of
sympathy and service among our members and
regular attenders. If you have a concern about the
property, a mercy-need, or want to get in touch
with a deacon or deaconess, you can reach out
personally (names listed in next page and contact
information is in Elexio) or email
Diaconate@WheatlandPCA.org.

Wheatland Recordings
Recordings of the sermons are available on the
church website, www.wheatlandpca.org.
Recordings of personal testimonies given during
the worship service as well as both adult Sunday
classes are also on the website. For CD copies of
the worship service, please contact the office
at bboone@wheatlandpca.org. Also, please tell us
if you know of someone who would benefit from
receiving CD’s of the worship service in the mail.
Prayer Chain
Prayer is an important part of our church life. If
you have a prayer request or would like to join
with more than 90 other Wheatlanders who are
committed to bearing one another’s burdens in
prayer on the Prayer Chain, please contact Sue
Seevers at seseevers49@gmail.com.
Wheatland Communications
Are you receiving email communications from the
church? If not, and you would like to, please email
your contact information to the church office and
we will add your name to the list. Send your
information to Betsy at
bboone@wheatlandpca.org.

LIFE
Ruling Elders
Bill Achor
Glyn Boone
Ned Bustard
Joshua Kiehl
Steve Osborne
Les Slough
Deaconesses
Catherine Achor
Jess Bagge
Louise Brewer
Cheryl Broomell
Lisa Cutler
Amanda Long
Priscilla Parker
Beth Slough

Deacons
Mark Broomell
Jon Bush
Jeremy Detweiler
Ben Gerlach
Chuck Heath
Joe Hunter
Bill Piser

TOGETHER
Care Groups
Our congregation is organized by geographical
lines into Care Groups. These groups meet twice a
month to share meals and deepen fellowship with
each other. Care Groups are organized as follows:
Columbia—Travis & Shelly Schmalhofer,
saschmalhofer@gmail.com.
East End (Lancaster City)—Craig & Brooke
Forbes, brookeforbes@me.com.
Lampeter Strasburg—Paul & Deb Kreider,
phkiii@verizon.net.
Leola—Glyn & Betsy Boone,
glynboone@outlook.com.
Lititz Area/Manheim Township—Dan & Tara
Spanjer, dspanjer@lbc.edu.
Hempfield—Bill & Catherine Achor,
kitkatvt85@gmail.com.
Mountville/Millersville—Dallas & Diane
Wolgemuth, dallasdiane@embarqmail.com.
School Lane Hills—Keith & Melanie Winder
kwinder@wheatlandpca.org.
West End (Lancaster City)—Tom and Becky
Becker, idelette.becky@gmail.com.

