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“Behold a virgin shall conceive…” The art on the cover is a linocut print by Ruling Elder Ned Bustard. The depiction of 

the characters—particularly the angel Gabriel—was inspired by Ethiopian icon art. Although the angel dominates the 

visual space in this piece, it is in an otherworldly and spiritual way. Mary will go from this experience to have to carry a 

child in a community that did not see an angel and thus would probably have viewed the child as illegitimate.  

  

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here 

I am! Send me.” And he said, “Go, and say to this people: 

“‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 

Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, 

and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.” 

Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” 

And he said: “Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without people, and the land is a 

desolate waste, and the Lord removes people far away, and the forsaken places are many in the midst of 

the land. And though a tenth remain in it, it will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump 

remains when it is felled.” 

The holy seed is its stump. 

 ~ Isaiah 6:8-13 

 

Isaiah takes seriously his prediction in 6:13 – the time will come when all signs of life in the Davidic 

monarchy will have disappeared, like a tree cut to the stump, but there remains a secret vitality. He knew 

that the monarchy could not survive the unbelief of Ahaz (7:9); he foresaw too the ensuing calamity (6:9-

12). It would have been odd indeed if he had not felt the tension between this vision of termination and his 

other predictions of future Davidic glory (1:25-27). Will the Lord then revoke his promises or will he keep 

them? Passages like 9:1-7 and 11:1-16 arise out of this tension in Isaiah’s message and affirm the 

faithfulness of God to his purposes and promises. 

 ~ J. Alec Motyer 

 

Why is the Messiah here attributed to the family line of Jesse and not more directly to that of Jesse’s son 

David? Perhaps the point is that this new David will spring up as a new beginning, just as the first one did. 

Or perhaps it is intended to point beyond royal Jerusalem to the humble origins of the dynasty in 

Bethlehem. At any rate it serves to underline a certain discontinuity with the present representatives of the 

house of David. The One who is coming will not be merely one more descendant of the royal line that is 

now so thoroughly besmirched; rather, he will spring from the very roots of that dynasty. 

 ~ John N. Oswalt 

 

Advent faces into death and looks beyond it to the coming judgment of God upon all that deceives, twists, 

undermines, pollutes, contaminates, and kills his beloved creation. There can be no community of the 

resurrection without the conquest of death and the consummation of the kingdom of God. In those 

assurances lies the hope of the world. 

 ~ Fleming Rutledge 

 

 



December 8, 2019 | Second Sunday of Advent 

 
 CONGREGATION STANDS     Hearing-assistive headsets are available through the Sound Technician. 

 CONGREGATION SITS     For a large-print edition of the bulletin, please call the church office. 

 

 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for 
our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy 
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

P  R  E  L  U  D  E    
 
 
 

C A L L  T O  W O R S H I P PSALM 24  
 

LEADER: The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live 
in it; 

PEOPLE: for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters. 

LEADER: Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? 

PEOPLE: He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to 
an idol or swear by what is false. 

LEADER: He will receive blessing from the LORD 

PEOPLE: and vindication from God his Savior. 

LEADER: Such is the generation of those who seek him, 

PEOPLE: who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 

LEADER: Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

PEOPLE: be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 

LEADER: Who is this King of glory? 

PEOPLE: The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 

LEADER: Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

PEOPLE: lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 

LEADER: Who is he, this King of glory? 

PEOPLE: The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory. 
  



Angels from the Realms of Glory  



 



Proclamation of the Coming of Christ to the Gentiles   
MATTHEW 2:1-12 

 

LEADER: After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 

PEOPLE: “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in 
the east and have come to worship him.” 

LEADER: When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 
him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and 
teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. 

MEN: “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has 
written: 

WOMEN: “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the 
shepherd of my people Israel.’” 

LEADER: Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, 

MEN: “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, 
report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

LEADER: After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they 
had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. 

PEOPLE: When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, 
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 
gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another 
way. 

 



O Little Town of Bethlehem (verses 1 & 2)  



 



C O N F E S S I O N MATTHEW 22:37-40  

 

LEADER: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second 
is like it: “Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments.  
Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God together by praying— 

UNISON: O Lord, come this season into the darkest corners of our hearts, that by 
the presence of your light, we may be rescued from our sins in order that 
we may look forward to your final arrival with the joy that cannot be 
uttered. We pray in your name, O Lord Christ, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please take a moment to silently confess your individual sins. 

 

Assurance of Pardon PSALM 34:17-18  

 

The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them; he delivers them from all their 
troubles. The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in 
spirit. 
 

 T H A N K S G I V I N G   
 

LEADER: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
PEOPLE: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 

 



The Advent Song  



 



Candle Lighting MICAH 5:2-5  
 

The second candle of the Advent wreath is the Bethlehem Candle. Jesus was born in an 
ordinary little town, in a stable full of animals. He comes to us also in ordinary places, among 
ordinary people. 
 

READER 1: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

READER 2: Therefore, Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in 
labor gives birth and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

READER 1: He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

READER 2: And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of 
the earth. 

PEOPLE: And he will be their peace. 
  

God Who Saves  

  



G O S P E L MATTHEW 3:1-12  
 
1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  3 For this is he who was spoken of by the 
prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the 
way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” 4 Now John wore a garment of camel's hair 
and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then 
Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 
6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when 
he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear 
fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children for Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 I baptize 
you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, 
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and 
gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

LEADER: The Gospel of the Lord. 

PEOPLE: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

C R E E D Adapted from “The Redemption of Christ” 

 

UNISON: We believe that, moved by love and in obedience to his Father, the 
eternal Son became human. 
The Word became flesh, fully God and fully human. The promised 
Messiah of Israel was conceived through the miraculous agency of the 
Holy Spirit and was born of the virgin Mary. 
He perfectly obeyed his heavenly Father, lived a sinless life, performed 
miraculous signs, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from 
the dead on the third day, and ascended into heaven. 
As our King, he is seated at the right hand of God the Father, exercising 
in heaven and on earth all of God’s sovereignty, and is our High Priest 
and righteous Advocate. 
We believe that by his incarnation, life, death, resurrection, and 
ascension, Jesus acted as our representative and substitute. 
We believe that salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
name given under heaven by which we must be saved. Amen. 



P R A Y E R  
 

The congregation is invited to offer short sentence prayers to praise God for his gift of the 
birth of his Son in Bethlehem. 


O F F E R I N G REVELATION 4:11  

 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you 
created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being. 
 
Please fill in the pew attendance pad, pass it down the pew and then back.  

 

 Speak, O Lord  

 
 



Children, ages 4 - 7 years, are dismissed to be walked over to the first floor of the Harvest 
House for Children’s Worship Training.  



 P R O C L A M A T I O N ISAIAH 11:1-10  
 
1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 
shall bear fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord. 3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what 
his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall 
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6 The 
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and 
the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and 
the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 9 They shall not hurt or destroy 
in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea. 10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the 
peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
 

LEADER: This is the Word of the Lord. 

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God. 

 

 The Stump is the Seed Rev. Luke D. Le Duc  
 Full outlines of the sermon are available on a table in the Narthex.    

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



Angels We Have Heard on High  

  



S A C R A M E N T  
 

LEADER: The Lord be with you! 
PEOPLE: And also with you. 

LEADER: Lift up your hearts! 
PEOPLE: We lift them up to the Lord. 

LEADER: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 
PEOPLE: It is right to give him our thanks and praise. 

LEADER: It is a right, good, proper, and joyful thing, at all times, and in all places to 
give you thanks, Lord God. We join our voices with the angels and 
archangels and all the company of heaven who forever sing this song: 



Sanctus 



Prayer 
 

UNISON: We do not presume to come to your Table, merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in your great mercies. Amen.   

 

LEADER: And it was in mercy towards us that our heavenly Father gave his only Son to 
suffer death on the Cross for our redemption. As it is written: On the night 
Christ was betrayed he took Bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it , 

and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 



Communion is an opportunity for all of us to seek the Lord. It is an occasion for baptized Christians to be 
strengthened by our Savior. All who trust in Christ alone, belong to (and are in good standing with) a church 

that embraces the Gospel, live at peace with their neighbor, and seek strength to live more faithfully are 

welcome to eat this meal with us. If you are not a Christian, please consider spending this time in prayer using 
the communion prayers printed in the back of the bulletin.  

The bread we use is gluten free. Purple cups are used for the grape juice and clear cups for the wine. 
 

Please hold the bread until all have been served. 
 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (verses 1 & 2) 

 



LEADER: The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for you, preserve your 
body and soul unto everlasting life. Take and eat this in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your heart by faith with thanksgiving. 

 

LEADER: Then in the same way, after supper Jesus took the Cup, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
Please hold the cup until all have been served. 

 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (verses 3 & 4) 
 

LEADER: The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for you, preserve thy 
body and soul unto everlasting life. Drink this in remembrance that Christ’s 
Blood was shed for you, and be thankful. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

PEOPLE: Everliving God, thank you for feeding us with these holy mysteries—the 
spiritual food of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. Assist us with your 
grace, that we may continue in holy fellowship with you, and do all such 
good works that you have prepared for us to walk in; all this we pray in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Doxology  
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 


Second Advent Scripture MATTHEW 25:6, REVELATION 19:6  
 

LEADER: At midnight the cry rang out: 

PEOPLE: Here’s the Bridegroom! Come out to meet him!” 

LEADER: Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing 
waters and like the loud peals of thunder, shouting: 

PEOPLE: Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and 
give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made 
herself ready. 



 B E N E D I C T I O N NUMBERS 6:24-26  
 

The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace. Amen. 
 
Keith Winder is the worship leader.  
Sermon text readers are Diane Wolgemuth (8am) and Lauren Cutler (10:45am). 

Advent Readers are Paul and Bette Chase (8am) and Tom and Priscilla Parker (10:45). 
 
Angels, from the Realms of Glory by James Montgomery; Music by Henry Smart. 

O Little Town of Bethlehem by Phillips Brooks. 

The Advent Song (Come, Jesus, Come): Ned Bustard and Rob Bigley. 
God Who Saves: Aaron Senseman ©2001 Stuntman Music/ASCAP, ARR. UBP. 

Speak, O Lord: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend. ©2005 Thankyou Music/adm. by worshiptogether.com songs, adm. by Kingsway Music. Angels We 

Have Heard on High: Traditional French Carol arr. by Edward S. Barnes. 

Sanctus: Words and music by Jamie Brown. 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence: Adapted by Gerard Moultrie. 

Doxology: Thomas Ken.  

Hymns reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (©1990, Great Commission Publ.) UBP. Hymns and Praise Songs printed bulletin are used by permission through our 

Church Copyright License #1020404. 

Scripture is taken from the English Standard Version. 

 

L I F E    T O G E T H E R 

This Week at Wheatland 

Sunday, December 8 
8:00 & 10:45am Morning Worship 
9:30-10:30am Sunday Classes  
12:30 Young Adult Lunch (Spatola’s Home) 
6:30-8:30pm Youth Group  

Tuesday, December 10 
7:00am Morning Prayer 

Wednesday, December 11 

7:00pm ESL Classes  

Thursday, December 12 
7:30am Morning Prayer (Le Duc’s Home)  

Sunday, December 15 
8:00 & 10:45am, Morning Worship 
9:30-10:30am Fellowship Hour 

Sunday Classes for Children 
6:30-8:30pm Youth Group 
 

Looking Ahead 
Dec. 22 & 29 —9:00 & 10:45am Services 

No Sunday School 
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve Services 6:00 & 8:00pm 

 Musical Interlude 7:15-7:45pm 
 
 

Baby News 
We are so happy to announce the birth of Judah 
Baird on December 2! Congratulations to Bryan 
and Lydia Baird and their children, J.B. and Joy. 
Welcome to the Wheatland family baby Judah! 
 

Young Adult Group 
Wheatland is relaunching a young adult group for 
those ages 18-29(ish). Join us on today, Sunday, 
Dec. 8 at 12:30pm at the Spatola's home for food 
and fellowship and to hear more about the vision 
for this group. Contact Samuel at 
SSpatola@wheatlandpca.org with questions. 
 

Worship Services—Dec. 22, 24 & 29 

Our Dec. 22 & 29 worship services will be held at 
9:00 and 10:45am (no Sunday School). On 
Christmas Eve, our first service will begin at 6pm, 
followed by a musical interlude from 7:15-7:45pm. 
Our second service will begin at 8pm (no nursery 
available). Both services will conclude with a 
candle lit singing of Silent Night. Please invite 
friends and family to join us for these services as 
we celebrate the wondrous birth of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

Nurseries for Christmas Eve Services 

Nurseries will be available for the 6pm service 
only. 

mailto:SSpatola@wheatlandpca.org


L I F E    T O G E T H E R 

Women’s Bible Studies 
This fall our Tuesday evening and Wednesday 
morning Bible studies enjoyed delving more 
deeply into the Psalms as we thought more about 
the psalms of deliverance, sorrow, and cries for 
help. We are excited to turn our attention this 
winter/spring to the New Testament, as we see 
these same ideas spelled out in Paul's letters to 
the church at Colossae and to the believer 
Philemon. The study guide to be used is 
Colossians and Philemon: Continue to Live in Him, by 
Dr. Kathleen B. Nielson, PhD, well known in the 
PCA for her Bible study teaching. Please email 
Louise Brewer at lsbrewer@gmail.com to sign up 
for a copy by Jan. 8, 2020. Cost is $10 and will be 
paid at the first study, January 22, or January 21 
for the Tuesday evening study.  

 
Poinsettia Order 
Please help us adorn the sanctuary with lovely 
poinsettias as part of the celebration of Christ's 
birth. The flower team relies on donations to buy 
poinsettias to decorate for the Christmas Eve 
service. You can help by donating $6 for a 
poinsettia with 5-8 blooms by December 15. 
Please note ‘Poinsettia’ on the memo line of your 
check and place it in the offering plate or in 
Betsy’s mail slot folder. You may pick up your 
poinsettia(s) after the last Christmas Eve service. 
Contact Louise at lsbrewer@gmail.com or  
717-406-8284 with any questions. 

 
Offering Envelopes 
If you would like to begin using weekly offering 
envelopes, please contact Barb Smith at 
bsmith@wheatlandpca.org to request them. Sets 
of offering envelopes will be available in the 
narthex on December 8 and 15. 
 

Directory Access Instructions 
Instructions for accessing Wheatland’s electronic 
directory are available in the narthex. If you 
aren’t already using the directory, we strongly 
encourage you to begin using it as a means of 
being connected with others in our congregation.  

Christmas & Thanksgiving Offerings 
Our Christmas offering is designated for Hines 
Uganda Ministry (HUM) lead by Katherine 
Hines. HUM ministers to the spiritual, physical, 
and practical needs of widows and orphans in 
Kamonkoli, Uganda. We will also be continuing 
to receive contributions through the end of the 
year for our Thanksgiving Offering, designated 
this year for Wheatland’s ESL Ministry. 
Contributions may be made to these ministries 
either through online giving or by placing a check 
into the offering plate with “Christmas Offering” 
or “Thanksgiving Offering” in the memo. 

 

The Row House Forum 
The Row House Forum’s final 2019 event is 
Thursday, Dec. 12 at 7pm in The Square Halo 
Gallery, 37 N. Market St. Lancaster. “Every Body 
Matters: Movement as Medicine” features 
physical therapist Justin Geissinger. Bring a friend 
to hear a Christian perspective on wellness from a 
passionate runner, husband, and father of four. 
Tickets are $10 in advance; $15 at the door; Row 
House Members and one guest are free with 
reservation. For more information, talk to Tom 
Becker or visit www.therowhouse.org. 

 
Music Event 
On Monday, Dec. 16 at 7pm, please join Matthew 
Wilhelm and Delaney Bigley for an evening of art 
songs, arias, and musical theater pieces here at 
Wheatland. Matthew and Delaney are traveling to 
Ireland in March with the Lancaster Bible College 
Chorale. A free-will offering will be taken and all 
proceeds will go to support their fund-raising 
efforts for this mission trip. 
 

Advent Resource Available 
Be sure to pick up a copy of the book, The Advent 
of the Lamb of God, by Russ Ramsey, in the 
narthex. A description of the book suggests that 
we, “Rediscover how the purposes of God 
culminated in the coming of Jesus, in twenty-five 
readings ideal for Christmas…” Suggested 
donation of $10. 

mailto:lsbrewer@gmail.com
mailto:bsmith@wheatlandpca.org
http://www.therowhouse.org/


  



 

 

Wheatland 

Presbyterian Church 

exists to glorify God 

by equipping the 

community of believers 

to lovingly confront 

our generation 

with the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 
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