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Custom at the time [of Abraham] allowed for a childless couple to adopt a servant to take care of them as 
they grew older and in return that servant would receive the inheritance. It’s hard to say whether Abraham 
has actually moved in this direction or is taunting God for failing to follow through on his promise, but in 
either case it reveals how his mind is working. He worries that the promised nation will never materialize. 
After all, to be the father of a nation he first has to have a son, and as Abraham grows older this seems 
increasingly unlikely. He may be grasping at the promise by manufacturing an heir through the customs of 
the time. 
 ~ Tremper Longman 
 
Complaint and faith are not antithetical; complaint is based on taking God seriously. 
 ~ Bruce Waltke 
 
In hope [Abram] believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been 
told, “So shall your offspring be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which 
was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of 
Sarah’s womb. No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his 
faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. That is why 
his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 
 ~ Romans 4:18-22 
 
Faith is living in imagination in God’s word when the situation by sight seems impossible. 
 ~ Bruce Waltke 
 
Abraham is made to understand that it is the land in which he has been living as an expatriate that will be 
his inheritance (Gen 15:7, 18). This man who has given up his homeland and his patrimony in order to 
follow God is now being promised more territory than he can imagine in the place he currently calls 
“home.” But Abram asks the question that all of us would ask: “O Lord God, how may I know that I will 
possess it?” (Gen 15:8). Obviously, Abram is struggling to believe. Rather than abandoning him in his 
failure, God extends to Abram a confirmation that Abram will understand, one that will matter to him, one 
that will secure his faith… Yahweh condescends to Abram’s humanity by choosing a means of warranty 
that had currency in Abram’s world. This in itself is amazing. But more amazing is that unlike every other 
patron/client or suzerain/vassal agreement we know of, in Genesis 15 it is the greater party (coming to 
Abram in the theophanic form of a smoking oven and a flaming torch) who takes the role of the lesser 
party by passing between the bloody pieces. God showed up. And on this day the Lord of the cosmos 
made a covenant with his servant Abram, which he sealed with the promise of his own blood. 
 ~ Sandra Richter 
 
When God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of 
his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible 
for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set 
before us. 
 ~ Hebrews 6:17-18 

 



November 28, 2021 | First Sunday of Advent 
 
p CONGREGATION STANDS     Hearing-assistive headsets are available through the Sound Technician. 
q CONGREGATION SITS     For a large-print edition of the bulletin, please call the church office. 
 

 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came 
to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his 
glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

q P  R  E  L  U  D  E    
 

 
 
 
 

p C A L L  T O  W O R S H I P   
 

LEADER: The LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” 
MEN: “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 
LEADER: “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 

commanded you not to eat from?” 
MEN: “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the 

tree, and I ate it.” 
LEADER: “What is this you have done?”  
WOMEN: “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
LEADER: So the LORD God said to the serpent, 
UNISON: “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all the livestock and all 

the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the 
days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will 
strike his heel.”  

  



p Hark! What Mean Those Holy Voices  

  



q C O N F E S S I O N   
 

LEADER: Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God together by praying— 
UNISON: Father, we humbly pray you would mercifully look on our sins; and for the 

glory of your Name, turn from us all those evils that we most justly have 
deserved; and grant that in all our troubles we may put our whole trust and 
confidence in your mercy, and evermore serve you in holiness and pureness 
of living, to your honor and glory; through our only Mediator and Advocate, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Please take a moment to silently confess your individual sins. 
 

q Assurance of Pardon   
 

LEADER: A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will 
bear fruit. 

LEFT: The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding,  

RIGHT: He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears 
with his ears; 

UNISON: but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give 
decisions for the poor of the earth. 

 

p T H A N K S G I V I N G   
 

LEADER: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
PEOPLE: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 
 

p Hark! What Mean Those Holy Voices (verses 4-5)  
 

4. Hasten, mortals, to adore Him, 
Learn His name and taste His joy, 
Till in heaven ye sing before Him, 
"Glory be to God most high!" 

5. Let us learn the wondrous story 
Of our great Redeemer's birth; 
Spread the brightness of His glory 
Till it cover all the earth. 

 

 
Refrain:  Listen to the wondrous story, which they chant in hymns of joy,  

“Glory in the highest, glory! Glory be to God most high!” 
  



p C R E E D   
 
LEADER: Remembering the promise to reconcile the world to himself, God joined 

our humanity in Jesus Christ—the eternal Word made flesh. 
PEOPLE: He is the long-awaited Messiah, one with us and one with God, 
LEADER: fully human  
PEOPLE: and fully divine, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
LEADER: As the second Adam, Jesus chose the path we had rejected. 
PEOPLE: Jesus lived a full and righteous human life before us. 
LEADER: As God’s true Son, he lovingly obeyed the Father and made present in 

deed and word the coming rule of God. 
PEOPLE: Standing in our place he carried God’s judgment on our sin—his sacrifice 

removed our guilt. 
LEADER: God raised him from the dead: 
PEOPLE: he walked out of the grave, conqueror of Sin and Death. 
LEADER: Jesus ascended in triumph to the heavenly throne. 
UNISON: All authority, glory, and sovereign power are given to him. 

Amen.  
 

q C A N D L E   L I G H T I N G ISAIAH 9:2-7  
 
The first candle of the Advent wreath is the candle of Prophecy. It reminds us of how God 
spoke to His people through the prophets, offering them the hope of a Savior. 
 
READER: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in 

the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 

READER: And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace 
there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. 

PEOPLE: The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 
  



p The Advent Song  
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p G O S P E L LUKE 21:25-36  
 
25 “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of 
nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting 
with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up 
and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 

29 And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they 
come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 
31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God 
is near. 32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 
33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 

34 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 
35 For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 But stay awake 
at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are going 
to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
LEADER: The Gospel of the Lord. 
PEOPLE: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

q Personal Testimony of Faith  Leslie Bustard  
  



q P R A Y E R   
 
LEADER: Almighty God, as we prepare for the coming Christmas season, we would 

also prepare our hearts for the returning Christ. 
PEOPLE: You came once for your people, O Lord, and you will come for us again. 
LEADER: Though there was no room at the inn to receive you upon your first arrival,  
PEOPLE: We would prepare you room here in our hearts, Lord Christ. 
LEADER: As we decorate our homes, we do so to mark the memory of your 

redemptive movement into our broken world, O God. Our glittering 
ornaments and Christmas trees, our festive carols, our sumptuous feasts— 

PEOPLE: By these small tokens we affirm that something amazing has happened in 
time and space—that God, on a particular night, in a particular place, so 
many years ago, was born to us, an infant King, our Prince of Peace. 

LEADER: As we decorate our trees, and as we feast and laugh and sing together, we 
are rehearsing our coming joy! We are making ready to receive the one 
who has already, with open arms, received us. 

PEOPLE: We would prepare you room here in our hearts, Lord Christ. 
LEADER: Now we celebrate your first coming, Immanuel, even as we long for your 

return. O Prince of Peace, our elder brother, return soon! 
UNISON: Amen. 
 

q C A T E C H I S M   
 

LEADER: What is the church? 
PEOPLE: God chooses and preserves for himself a community elected for eternal 

life and united by faith, who love, follow, learn from, and worship God 
together. God sends out this community to proclaim the gospel and 
prefigure Christ’s kingdom by the quality of their life together and their 
love for one another. 

 
  



q O F F E R I N G PSALM 4:4-5  
 
In your anger do not sin; when you are on your beds, search your hearts and be silent. 
Offer right sacrifices and trust in the LORD. 
 
Children, ages 3 -5 years, are dismissed to the Fellowship Hall for Children’s Worship Training.  
 
Please fill in the pew attendance pad, pass it down the pew and then back.  
 
If you are able to continue to give, you may do so online at www.wheatlandpca.org/give or by mail. 
If you are struggling financially, please contact our diaconate at Diaconate@Wheatlandpca.org.  
 

q I Wait  

  



q P R O C L A M A T I O N GENESIS 12:1-4, GENESIS 15  
 
1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's 
house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” 4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.  
 
15:1 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will 
you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my 
household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man 
shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside 
and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the Lord, and he 
counted it to him as righteousness. 
 

7 And he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give 
you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess 
it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 
three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 And he brought him all these, cut them 
in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. 11 And 
when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
 

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great 
darkness fell upon him. 13 Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for certain that your 
offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they 
will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will bring judgment on the nation that they 
serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to 
your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back here 
in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 
 

17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming 
torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 
river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 
 
LEADER: This is the Word of the Lord. 
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God. 
  



q A Call and a Covenant Rev. Luke D. Le Duc  
 Manuscripts of the sermon are available.    
 

  



p T H E  L O R D’S  S U P P E R  
 

PASTOR: The Lord be with you! 
PEOPLE: And also with you. 
PASTOR: Lift up your hearts! 
PEOPLE: We lift them up to the Lord. 
PASTOR: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 
PEOPLE: It is right to give him our thanks and praise. 
PASTOR: It is a right, good, proper, and joyful thing, at all times, and in all places to 

give you thanks, Lord God. We join our voices with the angels and 
archangels and all the company of heaven who forever sing: 

 
p Sanctus 

 
 
PASTOR: Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith: 
PEOPLE: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Hallelujah! 
PASTOR: Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. Hallelujah! 
PEOPLE: Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
PASTOR: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
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q Invitation and Prayer 
 

PASTOR: This Table is a place of nourishment for followers of Jesus Christ. All 
baptized Christians who trust in Christ alone, are in good standing with a 
church that embraces the Gospel, live at peace with their neighbor, and 
seek strength to live more faithfully are welcome to eat this meal with us. 
But examine yourself, for Scripture reminds us that whoever eats the Bread 
or drinks the Cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty 
concerning the Body and Blood of the Lord. And while none of us are 
worthy apart from Christ, to even gather up the crumbs from this Table,  
we eagerly eat this meal with faith in Christ and gratitude to God for his 
salvation.  

UNISON: We do not presume to come to your Table, merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in your great mercies. Amen.   

 
q Words of Institution 
 

PASTOR: And it was in mercy towards us that our heavenly Father gave his only  
Son to suffer death on the Cross for our redemption. As it is written:  
On the night Christ was betrayed he took Bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this  
in remembrance of me.” Then in the same way, after supper Jesus took  
the Cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

 
q Coming to the Table 
 
You will be invited forward up the center aisle and you will return down the outside aisle. The bread is gluten free. Wine is in 
the clear cups. Grape juice is in the purple cups. Please hold the bread and the cup until invited to eat and drink. We 
welcome our children to come forward to the Table for prayer (see Children and Communion at the back of this order of 
worship). If you are not eating the Supper with us today, you may come forward with your hands clasped together to 
receive prayer, or you may spend this time in prayer at your seat using the communion prayers printed in the back of the 
bulletin. 

  



q We Will Feast in the House of Zion    

 
 
  



q O Come, All Ye Faithful  

 
  

p O Come, All Ye Faithful  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
O Come All Ye Faithful: Attr. to John Francis Wade; tr. by Frederick Oakeley. 

 



p Psalm of Praise 
 

PASTOR: Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
PEOPLE: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
PASTOR: Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
PEOPLE: and forget not all his benefits 
PASTOR: who forgives all your iniquity, 
PEOPLE: who heals all your diseases, 
PASTOR: who redeems your life from the pit, 
PEOPLE: who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
PASTOR: The Lord is merciful and gracious, He does not deal with us according to our 

sins, 
PEOPLE: nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
PASTOR: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
PEOPLE: so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
PASTOR: as far as the east is from the west, 
PEOPLE: so far does he remove our transgressions from us.  
PASTOR: As a father has compassion for his children, 
PEOPLE: so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him. 
PASTOR: For he knows our frame; 
PEOPLE: he remembers that we are dust. 
 

p Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

UNISON: Everliving God, thank you for feeding us with these holy mysteries—the 
spiritual food of the Body and Blood of your Son. Heavenly Father, please 
assist us with your grace, that we may continue in holy fellowship with you, 
and do all such good works that you have prepared for us to walk in; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor 
and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 

p Doxology  
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

p  B E N E D I C T I O N ROMANS 15:13  
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



Call to Worship from The Protoevangelum, the first promise of the Messiah from Genesis 3. 
Hark! What Mean Those Holy Voices: Words, John Cawood; Music: Austria (Haydn), arr. by Franz J. Haydn, 1797. 
The Advent Song (Come, Jesus, Come): Ned Bustard and Rob Bigley. 
I Wait: © 2016 Integrity’s Praise! Music/BMI, Integrity’s Alleluia! Music/SESAC & Tjordan Writes/BMI.  
Assurance of Pardon from Isaiah 1.  
Prayer adapted from the book “Every Moment Holy”. 
Sanctus: Words and music by Jamie Brown. 
Doxology: Thomas Ken.  
We Will Feast in the House of Zion: Words Music by Sandra McCracken and Joshua Moore, © 2015 Integrity Worship Music, Paper News Pub. 
O Come All Ye Faithful: Attr. to John Francis Wade; tr. by Frederick Oakeley. 
Catechism adapted from the New City Catechisms. 
Prayer of Thanksgiving adapted from Psalm 103. 
Hymns reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (©1990, Great Commission Publ.) UBP. Hymns and Praise Songs printed bulletin are used by permission through our Church 

Copyright License #1020404. 
Scripture is taken from the English Standard Version. 
CCLI streaming license # 20488665. 

 

L I F E    T O G E T H E R 
This Week at Wheatland 

Sunday, Nov 28 
8:30 & 11:15am Worship  
10:15am Sunday School 
6:30-8:00pm Roots Youth Group  

Wednesday, Dec 1 
9:30-11:00am Women’s Bible Study 
7:00-8:45pm ESL Classes 

Sunday, Dec 5 
8:30 & 11:15am Worship  
10:15am Sunday School 
6:30-8:00pm Roots Youth Group  
 

Looking Ahead 
Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Services at  

6:00 and 8:00pm 
 

Advent Fellowship Night 
On December 12, 5:30-7:30pm, we will 
celebrate the Advent season with food, 
fellowship, and service. The evening will start 
with a soup and bread supper. Afterward, we will 
have a reading of Ned Bustard’s new book, 
“Saint Nicholas the Giftgiver” and each family 
will be given a copy to take home. This evening 
will also include an opportunity to pack the 
Christmas boxes that go to our ESL families. In 
order to plan for our soup/bread supper, please 
sign up in the narthex if you will be joining us.   
 

Offering Envelopes 
If you would like to begin using weekly offering 
envelopes, please contact Barb Smith at 
bsmith@wheatlandpca.org to request them. Sets 
of offering envelopes will be available in the 
narthex on December 5 and 12. 

Adult Sunday Classes Begin Dec 5 
Blueprints: The Triune God – We worship 
one God in three persons – the blessed Trinity. 
But how does this inform what we know about 
who God is and what he is doing in the world? 
Walking through passages of Scripture, we will 
study the Biblical teaching on the Trinity, the 
relationship between Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, and how God is bringing his work of 
redemption to completion. This class, taught by 
Keith Winder, meets in the Sanctuary.  

 

2 Peter: Hope that Matters – How do I know 
I'm saved? Is the Bible actually trustworthy? 
Does the law of God matter for believers? Why 
hasn't Jesus come back yet? Is God really going 
to judge everyone? If you're asking these 
questions, you aren't alone. The apostle Peter 
was getting asked similar questions 2,000 years 
ago when he wrote 2 Peter. In this letter we 
find that the hope of the Gospel matters in an 
age of skepticism and disorder. This class is 
taught by our RUF Millersville Campus Pastor, 
Chris Peter and meets in the Augustine Room. 

 
Food Donations for ESL 
Wheatland's ESL Ministry is collecting food 
items for Christmas boxes for our students. The 
boxes will be given to students at our ESL 
Christmas party on Dec 15. We invite you to be 
part of sharing the message of Jesus' love to our 
students by blessing them with gifts of food. 
Donations due Dec. 8. Click on 'ESL 
CHRISTMAS' tab at Wheatlandpca.org for 
details. Contact Betsy Boone with any questions 
at bboone@wheatlandpca.org. 



 

  

Communion Prayers 

 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth 
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the 
cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that 
is coherent, compelling, and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 
 
 
 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you, 
I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing 
my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and new life. Trusting that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Children and Communion 

 

Our baptized children are covenant children of our church, a rich part of our life together at 
Wheatland, and we long to see them eating with us at the Table. As a denomination (Presbyterian 
Church in America), we do not practice giving communion to children before they profess their 
faith to the Elders of our church and undertake the obligations and duties of a communing 
member. However, it is a deep joy to gather them with us at this Table so that we might pray for 
them. Our prayer is that they will grow in their faith and love of Jesus and his gospel and in due 
time will profess their faith publicly to our Elders and join us to eat this meal of grace. 
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raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Children and Communion 

 

Our baptized children are covenant children of our church, a rich part of our life together at 
Wheatland, and we long to see them eating with us at the Table. As a denomination (Presbyterian 
Church in America), we do not practice giving communion to children before they profess their 
faith to the Elders of our church and undertake the obligations and duties of a communing 
member. However, it is a deep joy to gather them with us at this Table so that we might pray for 
them. Our prayer is that they will grow in their faith and love of Jesus and his gospel and in due 
time will profess their faith publicly to our Elders and join us to eat this meal of grace. 

 


