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Something New Can Come From Chaos
I am a firm believer that struggles, pain, and hardships will not last forever. This too, shall pass. Many of us
may be feeling helpless, many of us may be feeling down. We have every right to feel this way, for many of
us our lives have been turned upside down. Now, don’t get me wrong; many of us have found peace and new
purpose as well. Yes, it is hard, but we must remember that it’s always darkest right before dawn. In other
words, things may seem the worst right before they improve. “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy
cometh in the morning.” - Psalm 30:5.
In times of uncertainty, we often find ourselves helpless and hopeless. In the beginning of the pandemic, my
mother called to check on us. She does that at least twice a week. She said to me, “Well, I guess, it is chaos
everywhere now, no one is exempt from this virus, let’s pray something good comes out of this time.” We
went on to talk about good things that usually happen after disasters. Haiti has seen lots of disasters:
hurricanes, earthquakes, and others. After every disaster, though people are sad, there is always some type of
unity. People show more compassion to one another. That is probably what my mom meant when she said,
“Let’s pray something good will come out of this chaos.”

Around that same time, I heard from other people that they have found peace--a peace that they had not felt in
a long time. Some others have found a new hobby, new interests, and new gifts. The internet has allowed us to
make connections that were unavailable in the past. Zoom has allowed those that are shut-in to join Sunday
School classes or Bible Studies online. Neighborhoods have become supportive communities as people have
found more time to walk and to chat with their neighbors. Could new life come out of this chaos?
Now, I am not only suggesting that our perspective can change the way we see things, but the situation as a
whole presents new opportunities which allow for things that were not possible before. A small example is a
global birthday party for our kiddos. Friends and family around the world were able to join us to celebrate
with Benjamin and Charlotte. Another example is the progress that our church is making with our audio and
video system. We all can remember how hard it used to be to hear speakers clearly from the pulpit. There was
always a cavernous sound that made it hard to understand the speakers. We can also remember how dark and
fuzzy the videos used to be, but today our AV system is looking better. It was not easy. It was very chaotic in
early March when we could not meet in the sanctuary. The big question was “How are we going to worship
together, if we cannot be in the sanctuary?” We pastors prayed about what to do. Out of the chaos, came new
and creative ideas. Out of the chaos, our God spoke. The Holy Spirit helped us find direction. Today, we have
something new and something wonderful to celebrate.
A big example is the awakening of national and global consciousness to the pain and
mistreatment of African Americans and other people of color. African American men have been needlessly
killed for years, but this new time and place we find ourselves in has led to a release of the mental block that

we maintained for so long. Yes, it is terrible that we are without jobs and social activities, but that slow pace
that has resulted in allowing us to see more clearly the injustices we were too busy to notice before. There is
strong emotion now amongst the chaos, but as the sedative of busyness and distractions wear off, I trust that
justice and equity will roll in.
We have found new ways to still be church--new ways to celebrate birthdays, new ways to still worship
together-- new ways to stand up for justice. We have found new ways to stay connected. Maybe, peace will
come out of this chaos, “For He Himself is our peace…” Ephesians 2:14.
In the chaos, God speaks. In the darkness, God’s light shines. In moments of despair, God’s Spirit of hope
shows up. In the Chaos, God can bring calm and stillness. From chaos God can bring new life.
-Rev. Dezo

Thanks to everyone for your enthusiastic support of the Share Our Surplus table Sunday mornings! We
appreciate all those who have shared produce from their gardens and all those who generously gave
donations toward the next mission trip in return for the produce. We will keep the table going through
September or until everyone's gardens stop producing. Although we will not be able to go to Nicaragua in
January of 2021, we do plan to return when it is safe to do so.
We continue to collect gently used clothing, shoes, linens, and books to take to Savers thrift store to raise
money for the mission trip and projects. If you have children's items (clothing, shoes, books, toys) please
package those separately and mark them as "childrens' items" as we can sell them at a children's clothing
sale for much more than Savers would give us. There is a sale in September, so the children's items would be
great to have as soon as possible. Also, if you have any extra wire coat hangers around the house you would
like to part with, we would appreciate having them. We do not need plastic hangers of any kind.
Change in Leadership at AMOS Health and Hope
For those who have not heard, there is going to be a leadership change at AMOS, our mission partner in
Nicaragua. AMOS was founded by, and to this point lead by, Drs. Laura and David Parajon. Dr. Laura has
visited our church several times. Recently Dr. Laura has been serving AMOS part time and teaching at the
University of New Mexico Medical School. Dr. Laura has also been coordinating services for the homeless in
New Mexico during the COVID-19 pandemic. David has been the Executive Director of AMOS in Nicaragua, so
the family has been split up much of the year. AMOS announced last month that Dr. Gabriella Woo would be
taking over as medical director, then last week AMOS announced Dr. Woo would become the Executive
Director of AMOS as Dr. David Parajon has accepted a teaching position at the University of New Mexico
starting October 1, 2020. Dr. David will remain an associate missionary for International Ministries. This
transition will allow the Parajons to live as a family in the same place, and for AMOS to continue under the
direction of Dr. Woo, a long-time AMOS physician. Both Drs. David and Laura Parajon will continue to serve
on the AMOS Board of Directors and are helping the AMOS organization in the transition.
The American Baptist mission work in Nicaragua was started in 1968 by David's father, Dr. Gustavo
Parajon, a native Nicaraguan who received his medical training at Case Western Reserve Medical School in
Cleveland, Ohio. The family returned to Nicaragua, when David was a pre-schooler. David returned to the US
for college and medical school, then 19 years ago moved his family to Nicaragua, so Nicaragua was actually
Dr, David's home for most of his life.
As the letter from the Parjon's stated, " ‘Together, we will continue onwards to share God’s love,
improve health, and promote abundant life for people in need for many years to come.’"
We wish the Parajons the best in their new endeavors and will continue to work as partners with AMOS.
-The Mission Board and Nicaragua Mission Team

WE PRAY FOR…
• Dawn Kirton, still recovering from surgery
• Cheryl Twigg, had back surgery at KU medical center on July 6, and had a second smaller procedure in
August which seems to be bringing healing along at a faster, surer rate. Cheryl and Gary were in worship
on August 23.
• Cheryl's address to send her a card: Cheryl Twigg, PO Box 305, Raymore, MO 64083.
• Patty Van at home
• Gary Ferguson has made wonderful progress since his back surgery
• Kathy Raines Booth, Carole Raines’ daughter, does have malignant nodules on her lung and will undergo
chemotherapy and immunotherapy treatments. This will delay Carole’s planned relocation to North
Carolina until next Spring
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, in serious health decline in Ireland
• Terri Freeman, whose brother, Preston, is in a new nursing center with much better care.
• Becky Boden at home at Solstice Senior Residence following hospitalizations in July
• Flo Burge was in the hospital in early August with abdominal complications but is now home and recovering
well.
• John and Gay Barton have now relocated to central Missouri. 573/657-3007,
• Baptist Home, 5751 Baptist Home Avenue, Unit 5845-B, Legacy Lane, Ashland, MO 65010.
• Sue Fugitt is experiencing mobility challenges and asks for our prayers
• Debbie Ebright has been experiencing serious back pain and asks for our prayers
• Jerry Mustapha had a small stroke a few weeks ago and is now home doing outpatient physical therapy
• Brian Jones, son of Jan and Steve, is still recovering at home after a broken ankle in Detroit.
• Sue Hansen on-going mobility issues.
WE GIVE THANKS FOR…
• Andy Schreiner, Cameron Leonard, and Daichi Tadokoro for largely completing a HUGE PROJECT of
installing new sound and video equipment in our sanctuary. Thanks to all three!
• Yvonne Walker who is creating a new sound screen to enable soloists to sing without mask
WE REJOICE WITH…
• Amelie Clingan who is now the teacher and caregiver for our FBC children during the worship hour. Thank
you, Amelie!!
• Pastor Stephanie and Joy Yonga Choi who are both enrolled for full-time remote learning classes this Fall at
Central Baptist Theological Seminary
• Peg Morgan who attended her granddaughter’s wedding in early July near Scranton, PA
• Benjamin and Charlotte Schreiner who celebrated their first birthday on August 7!
• Brielle Kya Crosby, daughter of Janelle Jones and Dwight Crosby and granddaughter of Jan and Stephen
Jones who will be dedicated in our worship service on Sunday, Sept. 13
• Daniela Gonzalez who came forward to join our church on August 9. Dani has been an active participant in
our congregation for several years She has been a semi-professional soccer player and came to the United
States from Venezuela to attend college and play soccer in Iowa. She lives in Independence where she
works for a large corporation as a business analyst and accountant. Dani has been active in our
congregation in a number of ways, most recently in leadership with young adults in organizing monthly
labyrinth walks.
WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR…
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — JoAnn Gardner — Roberta Stevenson — Randal Palmer — Cosette Kelly
WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY…
Kathleen Brown — Maybelle Logan — Geraldine Raines — Bobbie Matson — Joy Yonga Choi—Justin Prigel
(military in South Korea)

RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY
The collection and drop off of non-perishable donations for the Red Bridge Food Pantry continues to
be temporarily suspended due to the Coronavirus.
In lieu of non-perishable donations, we will gladly accept monetary donations.
Checks should be made payable to: First Baptist Church of Kansas City with “Red Bridge Food
Pantry” noted on the “Memo” line. Checks can be dropped off or mailed to the church at:
100 W Red Bridge Rd, Kansas City MO 64114.
Food Pantry Activity Dates for August
September 8 Tuesday – Restocking Day: CANCELLED
Between now and mid-September, volunteers will be shopping for any items needed for the Food Pantry
and will be stocking the items as they’re purchased.
September 16 Wednesday – Deadline to Request Food
If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-0250)
anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., September 16. They will need to provide the requested information
and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered before their request
for food can be processed.
September 18 Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders
September 19 Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders
If there are any questions, please call Dina Giesler, coordinator for the Food Pantry, at 816.665.5301.

July Communion Offering for our two Native American Institutions (Bacone College
and Murrow Indian Chlldren’s Home) totaled $630. Thank you to all who donated.

WE WANT YOU TO VOTE ON NOVEMBER 3

If you have not yet registered to vote, please do so immediately! To
encourage voting, we'd like you to make a commitment with our congregation
that you will vote! Actually, the number of Americans who vote is a
minority! Thus, we have a large 'YES, I WILL VOTE!" sign-up list in the
Commons. If you agree to vote on Nov 3, please add your name to the list -which will encourage everyone in our congregation to be an active voter. If
you need assistance with registration or with transportation to the polls, or help
knowing where to vote, or how to vote absentee, please just ask! We will get
the resources you need! CAN 100% OF THE ELIGIBLE VOTERS IN FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
VOTE THIS NOVEMBER? Let's make that goal!!!
The Annual Transformation Banquet of MORE2, our interfaith
organization promoting social and racial justice in metro KC, will be on
Thursday, Oct. 29, 6:00 pm. Our mission board has decided to host a
"Watch Party" in our Fireside room on that night. Food will be
provided by black-owned businesses and served individually and safely. We will gather at 6 pm, eat and
interact, and then at 7:00 pm participate by ZOOM in the banquet program downtown. The Watch Party
costs $35 (which mostly goes to the black-owned businesses). Please plan to join us. Make your reservation
through Megan in the church office or on Sunday's Green Sheet. MORE2 has had its best year ever and
there is much to celebrate.

The September Communion Offering
The September Communion Offering is a special offering we will take for AMOS, the medical ministry in
Nicaragua that we support. Specifically, this offering will be taken to help AMOS address the Covid-19
pandemic spreading throughout the country. AMOS has two urban medical clinics and small medical clinics in
around 25 rural villages in remote locations throughout the country. Covid-19 is spreading in the urban area
of Managua, the capitol city, but also beginning to spread outward. AMOS is training its health practitioners
in these rural villages on how to contain the spread of the virus and how to treat it when villagers are
infected. Please give generously in September to assist AMOS in this important ministry!

SURVEY OF EMOTIONAL AND MENTAL NEEDS...The
Deacons are working with a national organization through a grant from ABC
Homeland Ministries to determine if we have unmet needs among our
members struggling with emotional issues, addiction, or mental health issues
of any kind. If you would like to take the survey, please contact Pastors
Dezo or Steve or Bill Betteridge. The survey will be taken within the next
month. Companionship training will follow and is open to anyone who would
like to be trained to companion persons of special needs either in our
congregation or beyond. It's a four-hour zoom call. Free.
Punkin Patch Child Development Center – Such special thanks is owed to Lilly Atchison,
Kathie Rothfuss, and our PP teaching staff for faithfully and safely keeping our daycare
center open throughout the spring and summer without interruption. They have
followed strict protocols from the Jackson County Health Department and our PP children
have remained healthy!

COULD WE SAFELY WATCH A FILM SERIES
TOGETHER?
We are in an intense year in which our society is openly examining racism anew. Pastor Steve and Jan
recently viewed the PBS film series, “Black America Since Martin Luther King, Jr: ‘And Still I Rise!’” It is
narrated by Professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr., surveying the 50 years since King’s death. It is an excellent
film series!
Would we be willing to stay after church for four Sundays in October, and view one part each Sunday of the
four-part series? And conclude with an open discussion? Though this film series was taped in 2016, it is very
relevant to our current situation and could prepare us as voters for the November election.
How could we do this safely? We could invite everyone to bring a sandwich, or we could order individually
wrapped sandwiches from a place like Jimmy John’s?
After 20 minutes or so, we could view the hour-long film and end with 30 minutes of conversation in the
sanctuary. Please email the pastors or the church office if you would like to participate. It would be every
Sunday after church in October.
Film 1: Out of the Shadows Film 2: Move on Up
Film 3: Keep Your Head Up Film 4: Touch the Sky
Our tech team is working on developing an Infant Quiet Room during the
worship hour. It will feature a closed circuit TV showing our worship service
in real time. There will be some toys and an infant changing table. This will
be in the JAMS Classroom during the worship hour. The JAMS class will
continue to use the room during the first hour. Likely by mid-Fall, the Infant
Quiet Room will be available for young parents and their babies.

UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE
— September and October Worship and Preaching Series
10:50 a.m. in our Sanctuary or 1:00 p.m. online —

“Sabbath Days, Sabbath Seasons”
Recognizing the Need to Keep the Sabbath in Our Lives

 Sunday, August 30, "Observe the Sabbath and Keep it Holy"
• Deuteronomy 5:12-15, Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching
• From the 10 Commandments, it is the basis of Jewish spirituality and piety. Yet, how can we
observe the Sabbath in our society and in this age? Does it remain a priority for us? What are the
challenges in a secular society? Can we creatively "keep the Sabbath"?

 Sunday, September 6, "Sabbath, a Day for Restoring Wholeness"
• Mark 3:1-6, Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching. Communion Sunday
• Jesus healed on the Sabbath, seeing its highest aim as restoring wholeness, rather than maintaining
a script for piety.
 Sunday, September 13, "Prayer as Sabbatical"
• Mark 6:45-46, Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching
• Jesus found that when his life was "out of balance," he needed to "get away", by himself and seek a
balance in prayer.
• On this Sunday there will be a service of Child Dedication for Brielle Kya Crosby.

“Prayer Is An Action!!”
Exploring prayer as what we do more than just the words we say. How does one act out one’s faith
prayerfully? How can my actions become prayers?
 Sunday, Sept. 20: “Does God Dislike Our Prayers?” Isaiah 1:11-17, Hosea 6:6
• Is it possible that God becomes disgusted with our prayers? When our prayers seem insincere?
Just rote and repetitive words that lack substance? How can our prayers become vital?
• Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching
 Sunday, Sept. 27: “Prayer Actions” James 2:14-26
• What are prayer actions? How can prayers be “spoken” through actions?
• Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching
 World Communion Sunday, Oct. 4: “World-Changing Prayer” Matthew 6:10
• The relation between prayer and justice, prayer and global peace, prayer and equality. “Your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.”
• Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching
 Sunday, Oct. 11: “Radical Action as Prayer” Isaiah 58:1-12
• Jesus did so many radical actions, challenging authority, entrenched leadership, but managed to do
it all as an act of prayer. Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching
 Sunday, Oct 18: “Prayer Actions in Daily Routines” John 6:1-14, I Thessalonians 5:16-22
• Even our routines can be considered as prayers. “Never-ceasing prayer” means that we turn our
daily routines and actions into prayers!
• Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS: Dr. Jones email was recently hacked. He has since changed his password, but will now be using
a different email for increased security. Please contact Dr. Jones at: sjones5214@gmail.com

Meetings: Most FBC meetings are back in person! You may still Zoom if you feel more comfortable.
• September 1st— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.)
• September 5th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting
• September 6th— "Sabbath, a Day for Restoring Wholeness"
• September 7th—Labor Day: FBC and Punkin Patch Closed
• September 8th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.)
• September 8th—Restocking Day CANCELLED
• September 12th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting
• September 13th— "Prayer as Sabbatical"
• September 15th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.)
• September 16th—Wednesday Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry
• September 18th—Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders
• September 19th—Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders
• September 19th— Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting
• September 20th— “Does God Dislike Our Prayers?”
• September 22nd— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.)
• September 26th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting
• September 27th— “Prayer Actions”
• September 29th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.)

SUNDAY JOURNEYS BIBLE STUDY
On Sundays we meet in the Cross Generations Class and via Zoom at 9:30am. The Wilson Class will join us for
the summer. A rotation of teachers will be teaching this interactive class weekly using the Judson Quarterly,
‘Journeys.’
Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC
1.
Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09
2.
Meeting ID: 577 204 654
3.
Password: 1

LEARNING COMMUNITY CLASSES ON SUNDAYS at 9:30 AM:
•

Cross-Generations Class (with Wilson Class joining them for the summer)
• JAMS Class
• Youth Group Class
•Children’s Class

YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT
Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up and do a devotional. We meet via Zoom on Saturday evenings at
8pm. Contact Pastor Dezo at 785.424.5779 for the Zoom link if you are interested.

TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK-IN AND BIBLE STUDY
We will continue to study of The Gospel of Luke online via Zoom! We start by checking in to make sure everyone is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly after. Tuesday mornings from 10 – 11 am. Each
week, the zoom link to this Dialogue and Bible study will be sent to the congregation so you can link in.
Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC
1. Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
2. Meeting ID: 555 892 911
3. Password: 1
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September Birthdays
Al Hall
Krista Ramirez
Michelle Hopkins
Yvonne Walker
Justin Prigel
Shelby Woodroof
Jisha Hall

05
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Dear FBC Family,
We want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for celebrating
Charlotte and Benjamin's first birthday with us. It was so good to see so
many of you on Zoom. We saved the video of the birthday party and all
the well wishes to share with them when they are older. Thank you for
your prayer, love, and support.
Love,
Andy and Dezo

Website: www.fbckcmo.net
TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE ON FACEBOOK GO TO https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/
TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services
The streaming service will be on line at 1:00 p.m.

