
WORDS FOR LOVE 
 

In some ways, the English language is deficient.  Nowhere is this clearer than our word for 
“love.”  I love your new dress.  I love the cake you just baked.  I love my friendship with you.  I 
love you for the rest of my life.  I love water-skiing.  I love my new apartment.  I am in love with 
you. 
 
The Greeks had a number of words for love.  Philio means brotherly love, which is why 
Philadelphia is called the city of brotherly love.  It isn’t the friendliest city in the country, but it is 
still their name.  It is love between equals, between friends. 
 
Agape love means sacrificial love, a love willing to give all out of devotion to another.  Jesus’ 
death on the cross represents true agape love.  It is the word for love most used in the New 
Testament.  Agape is unconditional, unmerited love. 
 
Storge love is kinship love, love between parents and children, familial love. 
 
Philautia is self-love, which can be healthy, as in self-compassion, or destructive, as in self-
obsessed. 
 
Xenia is love expressed in hospitality, love of stranger.  Many people today are xenophobic, 
mistrustful of the stranger. 
 
Ludus is playful love, flirtatious love.  It’s fun, but also superficial. 
 
Pragma is enduring love, longstanding love, love that patiently endures, love over the long haul. 
 
Mania is obsessive love, and is mostly negative.  Infatuation is a form of mania love. 
 
But another word in Greek for love is by far the most misunderstood, eros.  We all know what 
erotic love is all about: it’s about lust, or just raw sexual attraction.  But eros in Greek means so 
much more.  It can mean sexual excitement.  But eros in Greek means love that lifts us up to the 
zenith, exhilarating love, love that reaches to our best.  We have surely all experienced eros-love 
that lifts us higher, that causes us to be better, that reminds us of the most life can offer.  Rollo 
May states that eros is “the bridge between being and becoming.”  
 
Now, the next time you want to express your love, don’t you wish you had all these word-
choices?  I love you and I love water-skiing are such vastly different statements, it’s a real shame 
we use the same word for it. 
 
  – Stephen Jones 
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YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT 

Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up and do a devotional. We meet via Zoom on Saturday evenings at 
8pm. Contact Pastor Dezo at 785.424.5779 for the Zoom link if you are interested.  

Introducing Our New Music Staff 

Director of Music - Fofo Jackson (Tai Jung Tsai): Fofo earned her Doctor of Musical 
Arts (Ph.D, 2018) from the University of Kansas, teaches piano and is the Blue 
Valley Northwest Percussion Instructor.  She is a native of Taiwan. She and her 
husband live in Olathe. She also has a Master of Music from New York University.  
She has been on musical staff of several Methodist churches in the KC area.  Fofo 
brings an open, welcoming spirit and a contagious enthusiasm to everything she 
does!  When she learned of our position opening, she began practicing multiple 
times a week to learn to play the pipe organ.  She has now played for two of our 
services.  She also directed the chancel choir in an excellent rehearsal and a choral anthem presented in our 
August 22 service!  Please welcome Fofo to our church!  She began on September 1. 

 
Our New Organist - Ann Marie Rigler:  Ann Marie is professor of music and college 
organist at William Jewell  College in Liberty from 2004 to the present.  She has been 
organist at several area churches, most recently at Country Club United Methodist 
Church and is widely known in the greater KC area as an organist.  She is the 
accompanist for the William Jewell Concert Choir, and has been the featured performer 
in a number of premiere organ recitals. She earned her Doctor of Musical Arts from the 
University of Iowa.  She and her husband live in Liberty. Due to other commitments,  
Ann Marie begins on Sept. 19. 

New Era = Time to Update the Bylaws! 
The current and past moderators and pastors have formed a task group working on an update of our church 
bylaws. Please be in prayer for them. Our moderator, Kerry Triplett, is leading this effort, authorized by the 
Executive Council to simplify the bylaws to better serve our current era. 

MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 
Please wear a mask indoors at all times. Thank you for your cooperation! 

JOIN OUR CHOIRS! 
We’ll have a new director soon and we are hoping to begin choir rehearsals sometime 
in mid-Fall, as soon as the pandemic subsides.  Contact Fofo Jackson if interested. 
(785.766.4377; taijungtsai@gmail.com)  We might be able to begin our handbell choir 
in the near future, since it doesn’t involve singing.  Again, speak with Fofo Jackson.  

NEED VIDEO/SOUND/STREAMING VOLUNTEERS!   
We still need a few more volunteers to serve in the sound balcony on 
Sunday mornings. Talk with Bill Humenczuk or Matt Clingan. 

mailto:taijungtsai@gmail.com


 

 
WE PRAY FOR… 
• Christine Rinck who fell down a flight of stairs in their home on 8/29 causing several broken bones and 

multiple bruises and abrasions. She was transferred on 8/30 to St. Luke’s on the Plaza and in in need of 
our fervent prayers! Please pray for Bill also. 

• Bill Betteridge at Bickford Care Center in Raytown.  Pat Betteridge is home but struggling with back pain 
and respiratory issues. 

• Peg Morgan relocated to live with her son in Wilmington, Delaware.  She would love to hear from church 
friends. She says, “Please thank the congregation for all of their prayers and let them know how they have 
all helped me.  I give thanks to my Lord for finally arriving at my new home in Wilmington.”  606 Kilburn 
Road, Wilmington, Delaware  19803    

• Marilyn and Janice and Alice Greene, mother and sisters of Diane Greene who unexpectedly passed on to 
eternal life on August 5, with a funeral in our sanctuary on August 13. 

• Randall Palmer, in weakened condition in his home, taken to Research Hospital, and now in the nursing 
area of Foxwood Springs to rebuild his strength 

• Patty Van at home, staying well 
• Ann Marie Rigler, our new organist, whose mother, Beverly, passed on to eternal life last week following 

an extended period of decline. 
• Pat Logan, overcoming a stroke, living at home under care of her daughter. 
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, in serious health decline in Ireland.  Sympathy to the 

Rinck’s upon the recent death of Chris’ nephew, Ron Engle, in Texas 
• Debbie Ebright experiencing back pain and asks for our prayers 

• Sue Hansen at home 

• Sherry Mustapha, at home,  healing from successful surgery last week on her upper vertebrae, relieving 
chronic back pain.   

• Dalie and Daylin Ortet as Daylin enters the last month of her pregnancy.  Dalie’s father remains in serious 
condition in Cuba.  

• Susie Bolden has recovered well from her recent diagnosis of covid/pneumonia.  She was fully vaccinated, 
so was able to return to health more quickly.  She’s home in good spirits. 

• Paul Sienkiewicz in Buffalo celebrating the birth of his first granddaughter nearby.  
• Claire Bolton’s sister Kay suffering from Multiple Myeloma. Claire is traveling to be with her next week. 
• Pat Hester’s friend’s 22-year-old daughter Kayla who is in a comma from a car wreck. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
• Sandi Leonard and the music search committee for many months of an outstanding search for new music 

staff persons. 
 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
• Ann Marie Rigler and Fofo Jackson who together are our new long-term music staff leading our music 

ministry into a bright future!  
 

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR… 
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — JoAnn Gardner — Roberta Stevenson— Randal Palmer — Cosette Kelly  
 

WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY… 
Kathleen Brown — Maybelle Logan — Geraldine Raines — Bobbie Matson — Joy Yonga Choi—Justin Prigel (military in 
Italy)  

Marilyn Greene has sent a thank you note to the Wilson and Cross Generations 
Class and to the congregation, for the beautiful living plant given at Diane’s 

funeral. She says, “It will be enjoyed on a plant stand in our house for a long time 
remembering our church friends.” 



 

RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 

After having filled and distributed July food pantry orders, we find ourselves blessed two months in a 
row to have ample inventory remaining on the pantry shelves! Because of that, no specific items are 
needed for the food pantry this month. 

Food Pantry Activity Dates 

Tuesday, September 7 – 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day (Monday, September 6 is Labor Day) 

Wednesday, September 15 – Deadline to Request Food  

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-
0250) anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., September 15.  They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered 
before their request for food can be processed. 

Friday, September 17, 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

Saturday, September 18, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 

If there are any questions, please call Dina Giesler, coordinator for the Food Pantry, at 
816.665.5301. 

The September Communion Offering 

The September Communion Offering will go to The United Mission Giving which funds all 
aspects of American Baptist missions locally, nationally, and globally. 

SALE OF OUR PASTOR’S LATEST BOOK 

Galusha, Crisis and Courage in a Civil War Pastor, is now for sale through our 
church office. Make checks payable to Stephen Jones for the paperback version, 
$13.99. Megan Torres, our office manager, will make copies available to you. 

RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY MANAGER 
Dina Geisler has informed us that at the end of 2021, she will be stepping down as 
the manager of our Food Pantry. She has done a wonderful job and we are very 
grateful for her service, but we are now looking for her replacement. This volunteer 
position requires around 25 hours per month. If you would be interested in more 
information, let the pastors know. This is a significant ministry of our church and 
other area churches to address hunger in our Red Bridge neighborhood.  

Would you like to support local control of Kansas City Police?  
Are you supportive of MORE2’s efforts to have our local police 
accountable directly to the voters?  I’m sponsoring an ad in the 
upcoming MORE2 program booklet which allows supportive 

people to have their names attached to a simple statement, giving $25-$35 to MORE2 to lend your 
support to this effort.  If you are interested, please speak with me and make your check payable to 
MORE2 or you can visit https://secure.everyaction.com/SUDphQbO-Uus6wQVWFz-fg2  to make 
a donation to the ad online. Thanks. – Stephen Jones 

https://secure.everyaction.com/SUDphQbO-Uus6wQVWFz-fg2


In July we contributed $1147 to the Deacon Communion Fund which helps 
individuals and families within or near our church in crisis or transition. 
To date, in August, we have given $338 to AMOS, a ministry of health and hope in 

Nicaragua to support pediatric visits in rural clinics around this Central American nation. 

July Financial Report 

First Baptist Church of KCMO Update: 

Our July financial report looks fine, given that it comes in the middle of the summer.  Our pledges and givers 

of record gave $10,740, while the budget called for $12,845.  We were around $2,000 under budget.  

However, for the year to date (2021), our giving has totaled $92,021 while the projected budget for the year to 

date was $89,920.  So, we are ahead in giving for the year!  This is most encouraging.  

It looks as if our monthly withdrawal from unrestricted endowment of $7,000 per month will be required to 

balance the income with expenses for the year.  You might recall that two years ago we were withdrawing 

$12,000 a month, so we have made real progress.   To date this year we have withdrawn $21,000 from 

endowment, but soon we will need to withdraw $28,000 to bring it up to date for the year. 

Punkin Patch Update: 

Punkin Patch had a banner month in July with full enrollment.  Their income was $90,842 while their  budget 
income projection was $77,818, so they had income of $13,000 over budget.  Spending was in line in most 

categories.  They still have a small debt from 2020, and they have reduced their indebtedness to $31,536.  
That’s strong progress.  

LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS: 

*We will begin a Learning Community class for grade school children beginning next Sunday at 9:30 am.  

Pastor Dezo will begin teaching this weekly class.  If other volunteers can help, please let Dezo know.   

*A Learning Community Class for Youth, grades 6-12, continues in the Wilson Classroom taught by 

Mariko Prigel at 9:30 am. 

*The Journeys Bible Study Class, open to all adults, has an exciting new curriculum beginning in September.  

These lessons are thought-provoking and lend themselves to group Bible study.  9:30 -10:30 am in Cross-

Generations Class   

*The Pastor’s Class, is a new class open to all adults, a weekly series taught by Pastor Steve on a range of 

topics related to applying our faith to the times in which we live.  The class will begin with a thought-

provoking study of “Christian Nationalism.”  It will be taught through a video presentation and classroom 

presentation.  Christian nationalism is one of the biggest concerns for the USA right now, deserving of our 

deeper understanding.  Following this study, Steve will teach a class studying immigration, and the biblical 

mandate to “love our neighbor” and “love the stranger in our midst.”   The class itself will select other current 

topics to study as the year progresses.  In the  Fireside Room 

*Children’s Time during worship: children up to fourth grade may leave worship after the children’s 

conversation.  Amelie Clingan, first-year student at UMKC, will continue to lead this for toddlers through 

kindergartners.  We are currently recruiting adults to care for children in Grades 1-4 following the children’s 

conversation, on a monthly basis.  We want to recruit one or two leaders to teach in September, another team 

in October, and so forth.  Contact Dezo or the church office to volunteer. 

*Infant Quiet Room – We now have an infant quiet room, in the JAMS classroom just outside the east 
entrance to the Sanctuary.  It has a closed-circuit television so parents can watch and service while tending to 

their children.  We hope to have a changing table and supplies in this room soon. 



UPCOMING FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

— September Worship and Preaching Series in-person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook at 
10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website — 

 

“ALL ABOUT THANKS” 
A series on Jesus Healing the Ten Lepers, Luke 17:11-19 

 Sunday, September 5, “Jesus, Master, Have Mercy On Us!” 
• The lepers recognized Jesus as a Master of Mercy!  Where can we see Jesus’ mercy at work today? 

• Communion Sunday. Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching. 

 Sunday, September 12, “Were not Ten Made Clean?” 
• Only the Samaritan returned to give thanks.  With Jesus, those on the “inside track” of faith might 

not necessarily be the most adaptive.   
• Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching. 
 

“JESUS, A PERSON FOR ALL SEASONS” 
Perspectives on Jesus 

 Sunday, September 19, “Multi-Dimensional Jesus” 
• John 6:66-71; 4:40-42 
• Like all of us, Jesus had a complex personality and a broad impact on people.  He wasn’t just “one 

thing.”  To some, he was a comforter.  To others, a confronter.  To some,  he was a teacher.  To 
others, a healer.  He had such a broad appeal that he touched people in so many different ways.   

• Dr. Stephen Jones, Preaching 

 Sunday, September 26, “Jesus, the One Who Laughs” 
• Luke 7:34 
• They said of Jesus, “Behold, a glutton and a drunkard…”  Most of the spiritual leaders of his day, 

including John the Baptist, were austere and abstained from being seen as enjoying life.  Jesus was 
known for enjoying life.   

• Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching. 

   

CHECK OUT THE CHURCH WEBSITE! 
How do I find sermons on the website?   

Go to our website: www.fbckcmo.net. 
1. A menu will appear on the top of the screen.   
2. Click “Worship Services”.  You will find the most recent sermon video displayed at the top of the page. 
3. To listen to the sermon, click on the video and press play. 
4. If a sermon text is available, a button titled “Resources” will display underneath the video. Click the button 

to download the text. 
5. You will see a listing of previous sermons, in order from most recent to oldest, at the very bottom of the 

page. Click the one you want to view.  It will display at the top of the page. Press play to begin viewing. 

We received thanks from Bethel Neighborhood Center 
for providing 10 middle school backpacks. Altogether, 
area ABC churches provided 53 elementary school, 59 
middle school, and 23 high school backpacks! 

http://www.fbckcmo.net


 

 

 

 

• September 4th—Saturday 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• September 5th— “Jesus, Master, Have Mercy On Us!” 
• September 7th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• September 11th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• September 12th— “Were Not Ten Made Clean?” 
• September 14th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• September 15th—Wednesday Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
• September 17th—Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders 
• September 18th—Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
• September 18th—Saturday 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• September 19th— “Multi-Dimensional Jesus” 
• September 21st— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• September 25th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• September 26th— “Jesus, the One Who Laughs” 
• September 28th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 

TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK-IN AND BIBLE STUDY 
We continue to study of The Gospel of Luke online via Zoom! We start by checking in to make 
sure everyone is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly after. Tuesday mornings 
from 10 – 11 am. Each week, the zoom link to this Dialogue and Bible study will be sent to the 
congregation so you can link in. 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 

1.  Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

 

The Youth Class will meet at 10 a.m. on Sunday Mornings via Zoom and In-Person. 

SUNDAY JOURNEYS BIBLE STUDY  
On Sundays we meet via Zoom and in person at 9:30am. A rotation of teachers will be 
teaching this interactive class weekly using the Judson Quarterly, ‘Journeys.’ Call the church 
office if you would like the new quarterly mailed to you. 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 
1.       Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?
pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09  
2.       Meeting ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 
1.       Call 312.626.6799 
2.       Meeting ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09
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September Birthdays 
 

Krista Ramirez  07 

Michelle Hopkins  09 

Yvonne Walker  20 

Justin Prigel   24 

Shelby Woodroof  25

  

Website:  www.fbckcmo.net 
TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON FACEBOOK AT 

 https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/   
TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO  

http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services  
The services will be posted on our website at 1:00 p.m. 

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services

