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Great New Visions – Wise Decisions 

You have likely heard that our Execu ve Council in June appointed two “Blue Ribbon Panels” to work on two 
important issues for our church: 
 
*The Finance Blue Ribbon Panel has been mee ng throughout the summer, chaired by Kerry Triple , to 
make recommenda ons on cu ng our church budget by at least $60,000 and hopefully at much at $70,000, 
for 2020.  This will reduce the amount that we draw from our unrestricted endowment funds by 50%.  Cur-
rently, these unrestricted Endowment Funds are around $520,000.  Our current annual withdrawal rate is 
$144,000, so this is a rate we cannot sustain in future years.  This team has worked hard and imagina vely to 
try to cut our budget to this extent while at the same me not reducing our program ministries or our public 
visibility in the wider community.  Their report will be presented to the Church Execu ve Council on Septem-
ber 15 to be followed by a Congrega onal Forum in early October.  It will be voted upon by the congrega on 
as we recommend a 2020 Church Budget.   
 
*The Growth and Public Visibility Blue Ribbon Panel has also been mee ng through the Summer, chaired 
by Mariko and James Prigel.  They are pu ng together a fairly large and impressive group of recommenda-

ons (around 18 in all) on how our church can expand our reputa on in the wider community and how we 
can expand the way we greet our guests on Sunday morning.  They have looked extensively at all facets that 
have an impact upon our growth as a congrega on.  This is a follow-up to the 2014 study which was author-
ized by the Board of Deacons.  They will also present their recommenda ons to the Church Execu ve Council 
on September 15, and shared soon a er with the congrega on. The congrega onal forum in early October 
will be an opportunity for the congrega on to respond. 
 
I have been impressed with the ability of both groups to envision new approaches and new possibili es for 
our future.  In no way is this caused by any sense of despera on.  Quite the contrary, their work is the result 
of an a en ve church looking ahead and planning for our most faithful future possible!  I’m very encouraged 
by their work and the scope of these recommenda ons.  It isn’t my place to share their recommenda ons.  
This will come from them in the process described above.  I think when everything is shared you also will be 
impressed and moved by the expansiveness of their visions for our future.  Cu ng budgets and cu ng per-
sonnel is never easy and it is never painless.  It requires sacrifice as well as each of us stepping forward to do 
our part. 
 
We have been convening “Ten Minutes of Prayer for our Church” on  Sunday mornings at 9:20 – 9:30 am in 
the Fireside Room.  This will con nue weekly through September 15.  We invite you to join us.  We don’t talk 
about specifics but we do undergird the work of both Blue  Ribbon Panels as they draw their work to a con-
clusion.   
 
I’ve never been more hopeful for our church!  I’ve enjoyed preaching the series on “God  Gives the In-



crease,” as a way, in worship, where we can li  up the issues and affirm, once again, that God truly gives the 
increase to our church.  We are increasing in members, in financial strength, in outreach and public visibility, 
and in our distrac ve mission as the first  Bap st church in Kansas City, Missouri!  We are increasing in faith-
fulness to our God! 
 

Please join us in prayer – and in an cipa on!  - Stephen Jones 

Young Adult Ministry: Monthly Labyrinth Walk 
 

Our young adult group has decided that they would like to host a monthly Labyrinth Walk in 
our Fellowship Hall for the public (and our congrega on).  They are thinking of doing this on 
a Saturday night once a month.  We ran into an immediate problem in that we thought we 
had a local canvas labyrinth that we could rent, and it is unavailable.  So, we turned to our 
Great Rivers Region and they gave us a grant of $1500 for this outreach ministry and our   
Area 5 also gave us a grant of $1500. We are profoundly grateful that our Region and Area 
recognized the importance of this outreach ministry.  Thus, we can purchase our own large 
canvas labyrinth based on the famous design in the floor of the Chartres Cathedral in 
France.  If you have walked the labyrinth here in recent years, this is the model.   
 

We believe there are many seeking persons in our society around us.  These are persons on 
a spiritual search but not thoroughly comfortable with "religion."  These are the kinds of 
persons who enjoy Labyrinth Walks as a spiritual, prayerful exercise. 
 

Some me this Fall, we will order the labyrinth from a special center in Texas. They are all 
hand-made and we don't know how long it will take.   We will also need to secure training 
for our young adults, perhaps both in Texas and here in Kansas City.  We do not know of an-
other congrega on in the Kansas City region that offers a monthly indoor Labyrinth 
Walk.  There are a number of outdoor labyrinths but with Midwest weather, their use is un-
predictable.  We will use our well-developed publicity and adver sing plan to  
 

When the Labyrinth is unfolded in a candlelit room, with so  medita ve music, it transforms 
our Fellowship Hall into a medita ve space. 
 

Please be in prayer for our young adults and  Pastor Dezo as they launch this new outreach 
ministry later this Fall. 

Kansas City Jazz Vespers  
begins  our 5th season on 
Sunday, Sept. 8, 6:00 pm 

Featuring Millie Edwards and Band 
Save the Dates: 

Oct 13: Alex Abnamoritz & Swings Band 
Nov 10: Eboni Fondren 

 



ALL ABOUT FIRST BAPTIST PEOPLE 
We pray for…  
Brenda Brown con nuing daily immunotherapy treatments; in need of prayer for upcoming tests. 
Rev. Dr. Joe Ku er, abdominal cancer and chemo treatments.  Please keep Joe and Peggy in your prayers 
Pa y Van at home 
Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Chris ne Rinck, in serious health decline 
Lore a Williams in Hospice care at Foxwood 
Lynn and Leonard Barbee con nuing to provide loving care in their home for their youngest grandchildren; 

Lynn enters her final semester at Penn Valley this Fall. 
Pat and Jim Logan, at home 
Martha Brown living with a serious respiratory condi on 
Nick Tortellet, husband of Laurie Young Tortellet,  diagnosed with stage four neuroendocrine cancer 
Kathy Hinton an cipa ng cataract surgery; recently hospitalized 
Glenn and Flo Burge who have now relocated to Sols ce Re rement and Care Center in Lee’s Summit.  

They have a villa on the grounds and are delighted to be on one floor!  Their new address is 1098 NE Inde-
pendence Ave #404 Lees Summit, MO 64086 New phone: 816-600-6427 

We give thanks for….  

Thanks to the American Bap st Women who prepared a con nental breakfast on August 7 for the teachers 
at Red Bridge Elementary School for their first in-service day of the Fall. 

 
We rejoice with… 
Everyone who assisted with the Church Picnic on August 18!  It was a wonderful success.  Thanks to Leon-

ard Barbee and Jim Dingwerth who grilled the hamburgers, to Bill Humenczuk who brought the ribs, to 
Debbie Ebright for coordina ng the food and her brother David for preparing the brisket.  Thanks to Janelle 
Jones for coordina ng the Bubble Play.  

Dezo and  Andy, Charlo e Rae and Benjamin Louis – as they returned home on Sunday, August 11 and are 
adjus ng to new rou nes.  They are lovely babies and adjus ng well to life in their new home!   

We are excited to share the news that Yvonne Walker presented herself as a candidate for membership in 
our church.  Yvonne is our soprano soloist and sec on leader, our subs tute organist for the past two Sun-
days, and volunteers on our church hospitality team regularly.  We are delighted to welcome her as a new 
member! 

 

We share our Long-term prayer for… 
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother)  - Eva Knootz (Brenda Brown’s Friend) -  JoAnn Gardner  - Bruce Carrigan  
Pat Be eridge - Roberta Stevenson - Jim & Pat Logan - Randal Palmer  
 

 

We share our prayer for Those Far away… 
Kathleen Brown - Marie Denton & Family - Maybelle Logan - Geraldine Raines - Bobbie Matson 

MYANMAR Doctoral Students will be our guest on Sunday, Sept. 29. Every year, doctoral 

students come from the Myanmar School of Theology to study at Central Seminary.  We 

look forward to two guests who will be with us on this Sunday. 



  

Calling teams Wednesday mornings at 9:30am: Sept 11, & 25. It would help if you would contact  
Karen Foster or the church office if you plan to participate. 

Upcoming Worship  
 

Sundays at 10:50 am 
Fall Worship Schedule 

Sunday, September 1,  
Labor Day Sunday, Communion Sunday.   

“God Sees in Darkness,”  
Rev. Stephanie Spears, preaching; Text: Psalm 139:11 

  

Sunday, September 8 
“The Enigma c Christ: ‘Why Do You Speak to Them in Parables?’” 

 Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching.  Text: Ma hew 13:10-15.  Homecoming Sunday 
 

Sunday, September 15,  
American Bap st Women’s Sunday; First Bap st Women will present Worship,  

We challenge you to bring at least one friend to service! Dr. Ruth Rosell, preaching 
 

Fall Series  
A Sense of the Journey 

Exploring the Journey of Faith through the Five Senses 
Introducing Abraham as a Story‐Teller of the Journey of Faith 

Sunday, September 22,  
“The Scent of the Journey”  

Dr.  Stephen  D. Jones, preaching Text: Mark 8:22-26     
We o en catch the scent of something long before we can fully realize it.  God gives us 

the scent of the journey, the fragrance of the fulfilled life, to help us move forward through 
life’s journey.  Doctoral students from Myanmar bring gree ngs. 

 

Sunday, September 29  
“In Seeing, Believing” 

  Acts 9:1-18   
 O en we don’t believe un l we can see something with our own eyes.   

And some mes we can see, but s ll are blind. 

 



 

UNITED MISSION GIVING OFFERING 
Total Given $2,035 

   SAVE THE DATE:  
    SOCIAL JUSTICE REVIVAL 
       with Shane Claiborne  

              Sept 22, 2019 
 

Shane Claiborne will be the keynote speaker at First Bap st, 100 Red Bridge Rd, 
Kansas City, Missouri, September 22 at 3 p.m. followed by workshops by a    
number of Metro Kansas City ministries that focus on serving the poor and end-
ing with Shane taking ques ons from the audience. The event will end by about 
5:30 p.m. He also heads up Red Le er Chris ans with his friend Tony Campolo, a 

movement of folks who are commi ed to living “as if Jesus meant the things he said.” 
Claiborne is a prominent speaker, ac vist and best-selling author who focuses on the intersec on of Jesus 
and Jus ce. He founded The Simple Way in Philadelphia. Shane is a graduate of Eastern University, and has 
served with Mother Teresa. You can find more info at shaneclaiborne.com. 
The Social Jus ce Revival is planned by the pastors of First Bap st of Turner, First Bap st of Overland Park, 
Journey Community Church, Prairie Bap st Church, First Bap st of Kansas City, Missouri and Central Bap st 
Theological Seminary and Bethel Neighborhood Center. Area V of the Great Rivers Region is also a funding 
sponsor. If you are interested in being a funding sponsor, call Dr. Robert Southard, 913-209-2251 and let 
him know of your or your group's willingness to help cover the event expenses. 
Any ABCCR and ABCGR churches are invited as well as other Kansas City metro churches and all who are in-
terested in strengthening the forces for social jus ce in our mes. No registra on is needed. Just come to 
100 W Red Bridge Rd, Kansas City MO 64114. An offering will be taken with all the money being divided   
between the ministries present for the workshops and several of his books will be on sale at the event. 
The goals of this event are to renew our hearts for social jus ce and to build rela onships between the 
churches and the ministries in the community that support the poor so partnerships, networks and          
ministries can evolve a er the event. (Faith without works is dead.) 

MORE2 is gearing up to place the 

expansion of Medicaid for the work-

ing poor in the State of Missouri on an upcoming ballot in the Spring of 2020.  Missouri has 

already lost four rural hospitals due to the refusal of the State Legislature to expand Medi-

caid to the poorest members of our society.  The expansion is largely paid for by the Federal 

Government which means that other States are taking the funds that should be used by Mis-

sourians in need.  Our pastor, Stephen Jones, is serving on the coordina ng team to push 

this ballot ini a ve.  There is special training on Saturday, Sept. 21, 9:00 am – 1 pm.  We al-

ready have 3 volunteers and we are hoping for more!  Sign up on Sunday’s Green Sheet. 



FYI ABWM 
On Aug 7, Seven of ABWM provided breakfast for Red Bridge Elementary (Where some of us tutor) 
Teachers, where able to get breakfast from us as the went into their teachers mee ngs. Thank you to every-
one who helped. 
Aug 5 we planned our 2019-2020 year. Since Sunday Sept 15 is American Bap st Women Sunday we will not 
meet Sept 14. We will instead be providing the en re service on the 15th. Our Speaker will be  
Dr. Ruth Rosell. ABWM Challenge each of you to bring one or two friends this Sunday! We want to fill our 
Sanctuary. Please help us! 
Our first ABWM mee ng will be Oct 12 at 10 a.m. All Women Welcome! We are always done with our 
mee ng by noon. Please join us and Bring a friend. 

  If you have any ques ons please call  - Sue Hansen President, 816-942-1334 

Red Bridge Food Pantry  

REMINDER!  Restocking of the food pantry will be done on Tuesday, September 3 (because of the Labor Day 
holiday  
on Monday). Sept 20, Friday,1:30 – 3:30 pm Sacking Day for the Red Bridge Food Pantry  We will fill the 
sacks for families in need in our wider community.  Please speak with Sue Hansen if you can help. 
Sept 21, Saturday, 9:00 – 11:00 am Pick Up day.  If you know of a family in need of food  assistance, have 
them call the Food Pantry line 913‐313‐0250 and be sure to speak slowly when leaving their phone number 
and to answer ALL the ques ons. They must answer when called back  
Needs for September:  Canned vegetables – NO SALT   Mixed vegetables, Carrots, Spinach, Beets, Pota-
toes. Canned vegetables – Regular  Potatoes, Spinach, Beets. Canned soup – Heart Healthy or reduced salt 
only Canned pasta, such as Spaghe  O’s, Beefaroni, etc. Cereal  Shredded Wheat, plain, Corn Chex, plain, 
Rice Chex, plain  Jelly/fruit spread - No sugar only 4- or 6-roll packages toilet paper Kleenex, rectangular box-
es Dishwashing liquid, small or medium sized bo les, Deodorant, women’s 



Order Fair Trade  
Coffee, & Chocolate! 
Talk to Ken Fast to  

purchase and Help those 
who are trying to Help 

themselves! 

FYI 

BIBLE STUDY –  
TUESDAY MORNINGS,   

10 – 11 AM 
Dr. Jones is leading the group  

in studying Gospel of Luke 
All are welcome to attend! Saturday, Sept 14, at 9 am  

in Fellowship Hall 

Board of Deacons would like to 
remind you the first Sunday  
of the month is Communion  
Sunday. Please consider the  
Deacon fund, when giving.  
This fund is used to help  
people in need.  

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 Sept 15, Sunday Noon Execu ve Council Luncheon 
 Sept 23, Monday 6 pm Board of Finance Mee ng 

From God’s loving arms to ours! With great thanks and praise to God we are delighted 
to introduce our baby boy and baby girl arrived on August 7, 2019. 

Benjamin Louis Schreiner 7lbs. 8oz. 20 in.  
Charlo e Rae Schreiner 6lbs.7oz.19 in. 

 
 

Thank you  for all 

the  
prayers and well 

wishes!  
Blessings, Rev. 

 Dezo and 
Andy  

Schreiner 

Mission Fundraiser 
Saver’s Drive (Rummage Sale Items) 

We will be collec ng items thru Sept 29th. 
Items can be le  outside the Heritage room. 

Please note we appreciate having  
books, hard goods, and so  goods (linens, clothing, shoes, purses and toys) in separate bags.  

 Thank you for your support. 

 Join the Choir  
Wednesday’s  

CHOIR REHEARSAL, 7:15 PM 
Speak with Donna Fast, 

Music Director 

 



First Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri 
Rev. Dezo Schreiner, Dr. Stephen D Jones, & 

Rev. Stephanie Spears, Pastors 
100 W Red Bridge Road 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

Al Hall    05 
Krista Ramirez  07 
Michelle Hopkins  09 
Justin Prigel   24 
Shelby Woodroof  25  
Jisha Hall   30 

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDREN’S SCHEDULE  
Here is the Sunday Morning Children’s Schedule 

 

Nursery Care – Infants through 3 year old’s – 9:30 am – 
Noon (toddlers may be taken by their parents to the  

worship service through children’s conversa on) 
Children Aged 4 through 4th Grade: 9:30 – 10:30 am  

Class in Lime Room, Jolie DiGiovanni 
 Using the Rota on Learning Model 

10:50 am – A end Worship Through children's Conversa on 
 11:15 am – Children’s Church in Lime Room 

Youth 5th Grade through 12th Grade: 9:30 – 10:30 am 
 In Youth Classroom upstairs 


