
 

 
 

 

WELL, IS IT OVER, OR ISN’T IT? 
 

President Biden announced last week that the pandemic is “over.” It turned out to be a controversial 
pronouncement. He recognized that an “endemic” continues in which we still need to exercise 
care, get vaccinated, and take care of those who are still getting infected. However, most officials 
and experts agree that we are no longer in a deteriorating situation related to covid-19. Jan and I 
just got the latest booster designed to address the most recent two variants of the disease. I urge 
you to do the same. If you haven’t received your two basic vaccinations, I urge you to do so. If you 
want to talk about this, I’d be happy to do so. 
 
First Baptist Church is nearly the only place in which I participate where we encourage people to 
continue to mask. Most of my life is now un-masked except in nursing homes and hospitals. But 
one fact makes me VERY PROUD: Like our Lord and Savior during his 33 years, he was known 
as a healer and as a person as concerned for peoples’ physical and spiritual challenges. So, our church 
must be known as a healing community – a community that keeps people whole and well. 
 
For that reason, while we no longer request or require persons to be masked in our church, we still 
encourage it. Maybe as much as a symbol of our commitment to health and wholeness and our 
stubborn resistance to this pandemic, whether “over” or not. 
 
But we are in a new era, which means that we can eat and dine together as a congregation. It has 
been a while since we’ve had a congregational dinner. And we’re having one on November 6 
downstairs in Fellowship Hall! 
 
Sunday, Nov. 6, will be our annual Commitment Sunday, a culmination of our emphasizing our 
financial stewardship to our church for 2023. But it is also special for another reason. Five years 
ago, beginning on November 1, we called Rev. Dezo Schreiner to become a co-pastor with me. We 
are co-equals, one not over the other, and we have successfully followed this model for these five 
years. We treasure each other as partners and enjoy preaching as we share the same preaching 
series each Sunday. We enjoy pastoring together, reaching out to care for the needs of our 
congregation. We enjoy representing our congregation in the public sphere together. 
 
So, a “Fifth Anniversary” is worth celebrating in a world where partnerships often come apart. 
This one remains strong, and I can tell you I am proud to be a co-pastor with Dezo Schreiner. I’m 
fairly confident she feels the very same. 
 
So, we’ll have a lot to celebrate on November 6 as we make our financial commitments and as we 
note this pastoral anniversary. 
 
May God continue to bless us as we all serve together as Christ’s hands and feet! 

- Stephen Jones 
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YOUNG ADULT ZOOM MEETING  
(SATURDAYS AT 8PM) 

Contact Pastor Dezo for the Zoom Link. Rev Dezo’s phone number is 785-424-5779.  

TUESDAY MORNING, 10AM CONGREGATIONAL CHECK-IN AND 
BIBLE STUDY ON LUKE 9  

(TAUGHT BY PASTORS DEZO AND STEVE) 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 

1.  Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 US (Chicago) 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS: 
 

*The Journeys Bible Study Class, open to all adults, has an exciting new curriculum beginning in September. 
These lessons are thought-provoking and lend themselves to group Bible study. 9:30 -10:30 a.m. in Cross- 
Generations Class. 
 

*Infant Quiet Room – We have an infant quiet room, in the JAMS classroom just outside the east entrance to 
the Sanctuary. It has a closed-circuit television so parents can watch the service while tending to their 
children.  

WE ARE NOW ENTERING A NEW ERA IN OUR MINISTRY WITH CHILDREN, WITH 
TEENS AND WITH YOUNG ADULTS!  

Over the fall, the full impact of this New Era will be introduced. Beginning on Sunday, Oct. 

CHILDREN: you will see our co-pastors dividing leadership in worship in a 
different way. The “non-preaching pastor” will go out with the children 
immediately after the Offering. That pastor will lead in Children’s Church 
which will include a prayer, conversation, and singing with the children. 
When they go out after the children’s conversation with Amelie, we will offer a 
special children’s snack each week in the fireside room, followed by the 
Children’s Church. After the pastor returns to worship, Amelie will lead in 
stories and creative activities related to a new children’s curriculum we have 
called, “Spark!” Free play time will conclude their hour. 
 
YOUTH: The Teen class continues with Pastor Steve at 9:30 am each morning 
in his office. One Sunday in October, our Youth will provide worship 
leadership in the service. 
 
YOUNG ADULTS: We want to make a concerted effort to reach out to our 
young adults who still live in the KC area in a specific event in October, and 
build on that as we go through the Fall and Winter. 
 
INFANTS: We are asking the question if we need to add an infant nursery 
worker during our worship hour. If there is a need, we will find a way to make 
it happen! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09


In September, we gave $2,043.00 to AMOS, a Ministry of Health and Hope in the Central 
American country of Nicaragua.  AMOS reaches out to more than 25 rural communities by 
training a community health provider in each village, and also medical doctors in two urban 

clinics in Managua.  Our church is in a covenantal partnership 
with this American Baptist-related ministry,  We've sent 
several volunteers teams to AMOS and hope to return in 
2023.  Your gift advances health care to the neediest people 
in this poor Central American nation.   

The October Special Offering: 

ANNUAL WORLD MISSION OFFERING 

Through all the Sundays in October, we will give to the ABC World Mission 
Offering, in support of over 120 Global Mission Partners (formerly called 
missionaries) who serve around the world! We were honored to have Rev. 
Adalia Gutierrez Lee as our pulpit guest in early June, and she is the 
director of International Ministries work throughout Latin America and in 
Spain and Portugal. We have many capable leaders serving us through ABC 
International Ministries. 

On Sunday, Nov. 6,  
We will have our annual Stewardship Commitment Dinner in Fellowship Hall, and this year, that 

Sunday also marks the fifth anniversary of our co-pastorate with Pastors Dezo and Steve.  The meal 
will be made by various members of our church: baked lasagna, garlic bread, salad, and des-

sert.  There will be a free-will basket but no charge.  

CHURCH EXECUTIVE COUNCIL LUNCH MEETING 
 

ANNUAL TRANSFORMATION FUNDRAISING 
BANQUET: Thursday, Oct. 27th, 6-9pm 

“A Night at the Carnival” held at the LEX at Municipal Auditorium 
downtown Live tickets are $75 each, and we urge a group from our church to attend in 
person this Fall. If you know anyone who owns a business who would be willing to run an ad 
in the MORE2 annual program booklet, please contact Pastor Steve or Kathie Manda ASAP. 

To reserve a Banquet ticket, sign up through the Green Sheet or church office. 

Great Rivers Growth Conference, FRIDAY AND 
SATURDAY, Oct. 28-29 in Springfield, IL.  

A Welcome luncheon begins on Friday, Oct. 28. A regional business meeting occurs that day 
at 2:30 pm, in which the election of new GRR officers will occur. Stephen Jones is nominated 

to serve at the GRR President for the next two years. Rev. Kirk Byron Jones, an exciting 
preacher and leader in our denomination, will be the featured speaker over the two days. 

Held at President Abraham Lincoln Doubletree Hotel in Springfield. Contact our church 
office for registration details. 



WE PRAY FOR… 
• Dixie Kelly has been through 11 biopsies, tests, MRI’s, etc., and doctors still have not yet determined what is 

wrong. Cancer is suspected but not yet fully diagnosed. She is being referred to KU medical center. Please keep 
Dixie and Jim in your heart-felt prayers. 

• Dixie and Jim’s son, Andy will undergo a second hernia operation October 14. They also request our prayers for 
their niece, mother of twins, diagnosed with thyroid cancer. 

• Dawn Kirton who is now preparing to make her voyage back to Antigua with her cousin, Denise, who is now here in 
KC with Dawn. They will travel together. Dawn’s mother has been diagnosed with stage four cancer. 

• Bill Rinck is having brain surgery to remove a growth near the back of his brain on Wednesday, Sept. 28 at 
Menorah. 

• Patty Van at home, staying well 
• Bill Betteridge at Bickford Care Center in Raytown. Pat Betteridge is home, dealing with vision, back pain and 

respiratory issues. 
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, and Mary Ann, granddaughter, in health decline in Ireland. 
• Debbie Ebright experiencing back pain and asks for our prayers 
• Sue Hansen, living at Brookdale on Wornall Road; 
• Jerry Mustapha, recuperating at Brookdale on Lamar Road and experiencing a strong improvement in strength. 
• Lyn Barbee making progress from hurting her ankles in a fall while in Texas this Summer. 
• Peg Morgan making progress following a mild stroke in August. 
• Sue Fugitt healing following gall bladder surgery, now at home. 
• Anita Ziegler, our church bookkeeper, who lost her husband, Fritz, to death in late September. A time of visitation 

and remembrance was held on Sept. 24. 
• Kathie Manda who will be having foot surgery “on the other foot” on Wednesday, Oct. 12 
• A member of our congregation undergoing chemo treatments for cancer. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
• Two of our KC Jazz Vespers performers, Charles Williams, who entertained at the national ABC Conference at the 

Westin/Crown Center on Wednesday evening, 9/21 and to Eboni Fondren who performed on 9/22. 
• LAMOINE TATUM, who was featured on Wednesday and Friday evenings as a “resident poet” performing a number 

of her recently written poems celebrating life and faith. Ask her about it! She was fabulous!! 
• Dr. Fofo Jackson, our choral director, who will take a medical leave in October 12-Nov. 5, to receive medical 

treatment in Taiwan, and we give thanks for Eyvonne Walker, who has agreed to direct our chancel choir during 
these four weeks! 

 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
• Joy Yonga Choi and Stephanie Spears Parham who had memorable and beautiful ordination prayers at the close of 

worship on the first two Sundays of September. What an honor for our congregation to launch both of these 
talented women in their respective callings. Rev. Rob Kirbach, Associate Executive Minister of the Great Rivers 
Region stated how encouraged he was “for our denomination” to be launching these two gifted women in 
ministry! 

• Steve and Jan Jones who finally were able to celebrate their 50 th wedding anniversary in Alaska (in their 52nd year 
of marriage) returning to KC on Sept. 2 

• On October 1, Pastor Dezo returns after a two-month maternity leave. We rejoice in her return and in the her well-
being and also Enzo! 

• On Friday, October 28 in Springfield, IL, Pastor Steve is scheduled to be elected the new president of the Great 
Rivers Region of American Baptist Churches. It is an overnight biennial meeting and we hope several of our 
members will make the journey to be a part of Steve’s election and the launch of his two years as president. This is 
a volunteer position. 

• Toni Page has been recommended to be licensed for ministry at our Deacon Board and will go before the Church 
Executive Council on Oct 9. Then there will be a special called meeting of the congregation in mid-October. 

 

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR… 
Kathleen Brown—Maybelle Logan—Geraldine Raines—Bobbie Matson—Justin Prigel (military in Italy)  
—Becky Boden — Joann Jamerson (Roberta Stevenson’s sister) — David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) —  Cosette Kelly  



RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 
Food Pantry Activity Dates 

Tuesday, October 3rd – 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day (Volunteers Needed!) 

Wednesday, October 12th – Deadline for clients call Food Pantry Phone Line 

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (816–908-
7800) anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., October 12th. They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered 
before their request for food can be processed. 

Friday, October 14th 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

Saturday, October 17th 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Clients Pick Up Orders 

Red Bridge Food Pantry NEEDS — October 2022: 

Non-perishable: Garbanzo Beans, Canned Pasta with Meat, 

Laundry Detergent and No– and Low– Salt Soup 

Contact Claire Bolton with any questions at 816.589.4678 

MONTHLY LABYRINTH WALKS! 
Many people in our society have been introduced to a labyrinth walk. 
To our knowledge, ours will be the only church with an indoor public 
monthly labyrinth walk, on the first Saturday of each month from 
3:00pm—5:00pm. Upcoming Saturday walks are October 1st & 
November 5th 3-5PM.  

Invite your friends and neighbors! 

Photos from  
Rev. Stephanie Parham’s  

&  
Rev. Joy Yonga Choi’s  

Ordination! 



—In-person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website— 
 

FALL SERIES: “JESUS’ MEALS”  
 October 2nd, “Dinner at Simon the Pharisee’s House: Outrageous Forgiveness”, Luke 7:36-50 

 A sinful woman barges into the dinner and Jesus’ forgives her of her sins.  
— Pastor Dezo preaching 

 October 9th, “The Role of Hospitality at Martha and Mary’s House”, Luke 10:38-42  
  Mary shows a different kind of hospitality than Martha, which Jesus appreciates. 
 — Pastor Stephen preaching 

 October 16th, “Inviting Everyone to Dinner”, Luke 14:1-24 
 “When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the disabled, the outcast.” 
— Pastor Dezo preaching 
 October 23rd, “Alive at the Table”, Luke 24:13-35 
 The Resurrected Christ was made known to them through the breaking of bread. 
— Pastor Stephen preaching 
 October 30th, Stewardship sermon; “You are Witnesses of These Things”, Luke 24:36-53 

Resurrected Christ sending forth the Disciples. 
— Pastor Dezo preaching 

   

CHECK OUT THE CHURCH WEBSITE! 
How do I find sermons on the website?   

Go to our website: www.fbckcmo.net. 
1. A menu will appear on the top of the screen.   
2. Click “Worship Services”.  You will find the most recent sermon video displayed at the top of the page. 
3. To listen to the sermon, click on the video and press play. 
4. If a sermon text is available, a button titled “Resources” will display underneath the video. Click the button 

to download the text. 
5. You will see a listing of previous sermons, in order from most recent to oldest, at the very bottom of the 

page. Click the one you want to view.  It will display at the top of the page. Press play to begin viewing. 

MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 
We encourage those who worship on Sundays to wear masks in 

order to keep everyone healthy. The red cushions have now 
been returned to the sanctuary. 

 OUR HANDBELL CHOIR AND CHANCEL CHOIR WILL RESUME WEEKLY 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT REHEARSALS 

It’s a great time to join one of our choirs!  

Practices are each Wednesday. Handbell Choir: 6:30pm; Chancel Choir: 7:30pm 

Contact Fofo Jackson for more information  

(785.766.4377; taijungtsai@gmail.com) 

Kansas City Jazz Vespers is 

http://www.fbckcmo.net


• October 2nd — “Dinner at Simon the Pharisee’s House: Outrageous Forgiveness”, Luke 7:36-50 
• October 3rd — Monday, 1:15 p.m. Food Pantry Restocking Day 
• October 4th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• October 8th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• October 9th — “The Role of Hospitality at Martha and Mary’s House”, Luke 10:38-42 
• October 11th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• October 12th — Wednesday, Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
• October 14th — Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders 
• October 15th — Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
• October 15th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• October 16th — “Inviting Everyone to Dinner”, Luke 14:1-24 

• October 16th — Kansas City Jazz Vespers—Eboni Fondren and Band at 6:00 p.m. 
• October 18th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• October 22nd — Saturday at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• October 23rd — “Alive at the Table”, Luke 24:13-35 
• October 25th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• October 29th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• October 30th — Stewardship sermon; “You are Witnesses of These Things”, Luke 24:36-53 
• October 31st— Happy Halloween!  

NEED VIDEO/SOUND/STREAMING VOLUNTEERS!   
We still need more volunteers to serve in the sound balcony on Sunday 

mornings. Talk with Bill Humenczuk or Matt Clingan. 

Breathtaking 
photos from 

Steven & 
Jan’s Trip to 

Alaska!  

Daylin & Dalie’s son, 
Noah, turned 1 on 
September 13th! 
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TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

October Birthdays 
 

John Humenczuk              01 
Toni Page     01 
Jessie Carpenter    02 
Bill Humenczuk              05 
Carole Raines     06 
Gia Dean     06 
Gary Twigg               12 
Madeline Ferguson   13 
Fiyori Befekadu   14 
Sue Fugitt    17 
Kerry Triplett    17 
Daniela Gonzalez   18 
Cameron Harper   18 
Vivian Davidson   20 
Marilyn Greene   22 
Brooke Prigel     22 
Barry Speert    22 
Vonda Breedlove   25 
Karen Foster    25 
Devon Jones    25 
Lois Hightower   28 
Susie Bolden    30 
 

Website: www.fbckcmo.net 
 

TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 
10:50AM ON FACEBOOK GO TO: 

https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/   
 

TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO: 
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services  

(The services will be posted on our website at 1:00PM) 

Congregational Dinner 
Sunday, November 6th 

at Noon 
*In our Fellowship Hall* 

Reservations encouraged —  
No cost — Free-will offering 
Basket present. 

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services

