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FACING REALITIES – TAKING BOLD ACTION 
The two Blue Ribbon Panels made their presenta ons to the Church Execu ve Council on  Sunday, Sept. 15, 
and both sets of recommenda ons are now being sent on to the congrega on.  Here’s how you can be in-
volved in the process: 
THERE IS A CONGREGATIONAL FORUM on Sunday, October 6, at Noon, a catered dinner in Fellowship Hall.  
Both teams will make their presenta ons and you will have ample opportunity to ask your ques ons and  
enter into dialogue. 
There will be a CONGREGATIONAL BUSINESS MEETING to accept these recommenda ons on Sunday,      
November 10 also a catered dinner downstairs in Fellowship Hall.  This will be our annual Stewardship    
Commitment Sunday. 
*The Finance Blue Ribbon Panel, chaired by Kerry Triple  has made recommenda ons on cu ng our church 
budget by over $50,000 in 2020.  Because much of our budget represents fixed costs, most of the recom-
menda ons involve cu ng back on staff salaries.  They also involve our membership taking over several 
roles now filled by part- me staff members.  The cut-back to staff salaries represents mostly a cut-back in 
responsibili es and/or hours.   $6500 of the cuts come from the Mission Budget and Hospitality Budget.  
Currently, our unrestricted endowment stands at $493,000, and we withdraw $144,000 annually.  At this 
rate, we would not be able to con nue this withdrawal past 2022.   We hope to reduce the withdrawal in 
2020 from our unrestricted endowment funds by 50%. This team has worked hard and imagina vely to try 
to cut our budget to this extent while at the same me not reducing our program ministries or our public 
visibility in the wider community.   
One way to reduce the impact of these reduc ons would be for our congrega on to substan ally increase its 
financial support of the church in 2020.  It’s rather straight-forward: the more we give, the less we take from 
endowment.  Currently, we are projected to give in 2019 $170,000 in our regular giving to the church.  If this 
giving could surpass $200,000 in 2020, it would drama cally change the reality.  
I have heard many people say: our church seems so healthy right now; we have a dynamic worship life; we 
are so proud of the 10 mission-outreach groups (with more on the near horizon); we have a talented staff; 
we love the posi ve momentum; we have such exci ng new members; there is a spiritually-alive feeling in 
our congrega on; the growing diversity within our congrega on is inspiring! 
I believe all these are true!  And all call for us to step up and support our church’s ministries and staff in a 
new way as we look to 2020.    To state it perhaps too simply, “We are ge ng a lot more ‘church’ than we 
are financially suppor ng!” 
*The Growth and Public Visibility Blue Ribbon Panel, chaired by Mariko and James Prigel, has made 18 rec-
ommenda ons on how our church can expand our reputa on in the wider community and how we can ex-
pand the way we welcome our guests on Sunday morning.  They have looked extensively at all facets that 
have an impact upon our growth as a congrega on.   Their recommenda ons are exci ng and engaging!  
And best news of all, none of them costs our annual budget! 
Copies of both sets of recommenda ons will be available to the congrega on on Sunday, Sept. 29.    
Please join us in prayer – and in an cipa on!  - Stephen Jones 



 

Join Us Sunday October 13, 6:00 pm 
Featuring 

Alex Abramovitz and the Swingin’ KC Jazz Band 
Band Members 

Alex Abramovitz - Cornet, Arranger, Vocals   
"Pre y" Ricky Cole - Guitar, Banjo  

Jeff Schwartz - Bass, Tuba  
Lisa McKenzie - Drums  

We want to express our sincere thanks to Bill Humenczuk, who spearheaded the volunteers 
to set up chairs and classrooms for the workshops of the Social Jus ce Revival, and to Deb-
bie Ebright, who spearheaded the refreshments. Members of our Mission Board: Diana  
Parker, Jan Jones and Margo Humenczuk took the lead on gree ng everyone.  Around 150 
people came to the Revival represen ng all the sponsoring ABC churches plus many from 
other ABC churches and from the public. Shane Claiborne was a real inspira on s rring  
people to respond to the jus ce issues of our day.  Thanks to everyone who volunteered. 

RETIREMENT 

It has just been announced that the Rev. Muriel Johnson has re red as of Sept. 1, 2019 as our 
Area 5 Area Minister of the Great Rivers Region.  An Area Minister Assistant, the Rev. Delano 
Benson, has just been appointed to serve the needs part- me in Area 5.  Rev. Benson was a 
member of our church some years ago when he and his wife lived in KCMO.  He has been 
serving as pastor of a church in St. Louis. 

Thank you so much for all the awesome work you and your church did for the social 
jus ce revival! The food, room set up, mic work, organ and piano playing, adver sing 
help, umbrella server, bulle n work,  congrega onal encouragement/a endance and 
clean-up all made such a difference! You all were awesome! Such a ministry! Seeds 
were planted and perhaps we inspired the way of Jesus and jus ce. 
Deeply thankful, Bob Southward, chair of the Social Jus ce Revival, 9/22 

We had a wonderful me fellowshipping and planning the Labyrinth Ministry.  
Be in prayer for us as we prepare for this wonderful ministry.  



ALL ABOUT FIRST BAPTIST PEOPLE 
We pray for…  
Barbara (Bi man) McCrary passed on Sept 24. Parents Edward and Virginia Bi man members since 1923 
Vickie and Eddie Murray, whose daughter, Crystal, recently died at the age of 49 following complica ons 

from a recent surgery.  Their daughter and son-in-law have three young adult children. 
Brenda Brown beginning new cancer treatments; in need of prayer for posi ve results. 
Rev. Dr. Joe Ku er, diagnosed with abdominal cancer and con nuing chemo treatments.   
Pa y Vann at home 
Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Chris ne Rinck, in serious health decline in Ireland 
The family of Lore a Williams, in par cular Laura and Paul Sienkiewicz, as she passed on to eternal life in 

August.  Her burial service was in her hometown in the Ozarks.   
Lyn and Leonard Barbee con nuing loving care in their home for their youngest grandchildren; 
Pat and Jim Logan, at home 
Martha Brown now in her apartment regaining strength..  
Nick Tortellet, husband of Laurie Young Tortellet,  diagnosed with stage four neuroendocrine cancer 
Kathy Hinton an cipa ng knee replacement surgery in Oct 
Glenn and Flo Burge now at Sols ce Re rement and Care Center in Lee’s Summit.  Glenn removed his neck 

brace. 
Jerry Mustapha now in physical rehab at the Forum in Overland Park but hopes soon to return home.  Jerry 

and Sherry will be moving to a new ground floor apartment at Cloverset. 
Cose e Kelly, sister-in-law of Jim and Dixie, is at Kingswood nursing care. Cose e’s brother-in-law in St. 

Louis recently died. 
Sue Fugi  who recently fell at home and broke her upper arm. 
Pat Be eridge is struggling with eye sight issues and back pain. 
We give thanks for….  

The  Blue Ribbon Panel on Finances given the task of reducing our withdrawal of unrestricted endowment 
funds by 50% in the 2020 budget: Kerry Triple , chair; Bill Humenczuk, Jessie Carpenter, Kathie Manda, Bill 
Be eridge, Paul  Sienkiewicz 

The Blue Ribbon Panel on Growth and Public Visibility, offering 18 recommenda ons for expanding our visi-
bility in the community, a rac ng and welcoming new members: James and Mariko Prigel, co-chairs; Bill 
and Chris ne Rinck, Ma  and Jill Clingan, Dalie Ortet and Daylin Rodriguez, Melba McIntosh, Geneva Abel, 
Karen Foster, Yvonne Walker 

American Bap st Women who led the Women’s Sunday worship on Sept. 15, planned a con nental break-
fast for the teachers at Red Bridge Elementary, and served a lunch on 9/30 for the Myanmar doctoral stu-
dents at CBTS 

Our Mission Board and Hospitality Team for hos ng the Social Jus ce Revival on 9/23 on behalf of Ameri-
can Bap sts throughout metro Kansas City 

Laura and Paul Sienkiewicz are dona ng trees to the church in memory of Lore a Williams (Laura's Mom)  
 
We rejoice with… 
Dr. Bill and Jo Gillen on the birth of the great grandson Christopher Joseph (named a er Jo) born Aug 31 
Dezo and Andy, Charlo e Rae and Benjamin Louis – adjus ng well, growing daily, and enjoying their life 

together.   
 

We share our Long-term prayer for… 
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother)  - Eva Knootz (Brenda Brown’s Friend) -  JoAnn Gardner  - Bruce Carrigan  
Roberta Stevenson - Jim & Pat Logan - Randal Palmer  
 

 

We share our prayer for Those Far away… 
Kathleen Brown -  Maybelle Logan - Geraldine Raines - Bobbie Matson 



Upcoming Worship  
 

Sundays at 10:50 am 
Fall Worship Schedule 

Dr. Stephen Jones preaching – Steve McBride, Abraham Narration 

A Sense of the Journey 
Exploring the Journey of Faith through the Five Senses 

Introducing Abraham as a Story-Teller of the Journey of Faith 
 

October 6: World Communion Sunday   
“Those who Have Ears, let them hear”   

Luke 10:38-42,   
One by one, God’s faithful hear God’s call and respond to it.   

We hear it first – and then respond. 
 

October 13: “The Taste of the Journey”   
Acts 2:42-46      

Jesus invites us to partake in a table fellowship  
that transcends all boundaries, a taste of  God’s Coming Reign   

 
October 20: Guest Missionary: Dr. Laura Parajon,  

AMOS in Nicaragua, preaching 
We welcome two AMOS ABC Missionaries,  

Dr. Laura Parajon and Christy Lafferty 
 Congregational Potluck Salad Lunch after church, Noon, 

 with these two Global Mission Partners 
 

October 27: “The Second Touch”   
Mark 8:22-26     

We live for life’s ‘touching experiences’,  
when we truly connect with the  Spirit,  

with others, and with Wisdom deep within. 

 JOINING GOD IN SAVING THE EARTH 

Worried about the  Climate Crisis?  Wondering what you can do? 
Central Seminary is holding a one-day conference on Saturday Oct 26, 

9 am – 4 pm Featured Speaker: Rev. Fletcher Harper Execu ve Director of Green Faith  
Tickets cost: $15.  Contact Steve or Jan Jones for more informa on. We can carpool if 
there is interest.    



 

  

Calling teams Wednesday mornings at 9:30am: Oct 9 & 23 It would help if you would contact   
Karen Foster or the church office if you plan to participate. 

MYANMAR Doctoral Students will be our guest on Sunday, Sept. 29. Every year, doctoral 

students come from the Myanmar School of Theology to study at Central Seminary.  We 

look forward to San Yu Aung & Aung La  who will be with us on this Sunday. 

WORLD MISSION OFFERING, 2019    
“LET LIVING WATER FLOW!”  John 4:14 

This important American Bap st Offering is taken throughout the month of Octo-
ber, beginning with World Communion Sunday on Oct. 6.  It is in support of our 

ABC mission in countries around the world.  Much of this ministry occurs through our Inter-
na onal Global Servants (missionaries).  There is so much good done by our global servants 
and our overseas mission partners – and all of it is worthy of our support!   
Two of our Global Servants will be with us on Oct. 20: Dr. Laura Parajon and Christy Lafferty, 
both of AMOS Medical Mission in Nicaragua.  There will be a potluck salad congrega onal 
dinner a er worship that day. 
The World Mission Offering Envelopes will be in the pews beginning on Sept. 29.  Please 
give prayerfully and generously!   

 - FBC Mission Board, Jan Jones, Diana Rogers, Margo Humenczuk 

COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE COUNCIL BANQUET 
The Community Assistance Council annual Banquet and GALA on Saturday, Oct. 5, 6:30 pm 
at St. Thomas More Church.  Cost: $50.  Let Bill Humenczuk know if you can a end.  It’s a 
wonderful fundraising night for this south KC social services agency.  Our food pantry is a sat-
ellite ministry of CAC. 

MORE2 is gearing up to place the expansion of Medicaid for the working poor in the State of Missouri on an 

upcoming ballot in the Spring of 2020.  Missouri has already lost four rural hospitals due to the refusal of 

the State Legislature to expand Medicaid to the poorest members of our society.  The expansion is largely 

paid for by the Federal Government which means that other States are taking the funds that should be 

used by Missourians in need.  Our pastor, Stephen Jones, is serving on the coordina ng team to push this 

ballot ini a ve.    

MORE2 ANNUAL FALL PUBLIC MEETING 
Celebra ng the Victories of the Past Year!  More2 was recently on the front page of the KC Star twice in the 
last week recognizing our victories!   The Theme of the Annual Mee ng is “We Shall Not Be Moved,” and it 
will be held at our daughter church, First Bap st church of Kansas city Kansas, 500 Nebraska, on Monday, 
Nov. 4, 6:00 -8:00 pm.  It’s free.  Stephen Jones wants to fill our bus, leaving at 5:15 pm on Nov. 4.  Please 
sign up!  It’s always a great celebra on!! 



FYI ABWM 
We will have our first ABWM 2019-2020 mee ng, Oct 12 at 10 a.m. Our topic is “Your Ques ons Answered 
about Medicare” presented by John Neuhasuer (he will bring donuts) please arrive by 10:00 a.m.  Thanks to 
all of you who were a part of “Women’s Sunday” I thought it was our best ABWM Sunday. The best part 
about First Bap st ABW is they are always ready to do anything I ask.  Thanks a lot.  
All Women Welcome! We are always done with our mee ng by noon. Please join us and Bring a friend. 

  If you have any ques ons please call  - Sue Hansen President, 816-942-1334 
Note: Ladies don’t forget the rummage sale! It’s a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around the 
house. Bring your husbands. (Just a li le funny) 

Red Bridge Food Pantry  

REMINDER!  Restocking of the food pantry will be done on Monday,  Oct 7 
Oct 18, Friday,1:30 – 3:30 pm Sacking Day for the Red Bridge Food Pantry  We will fill the sacks for families 
in need in our wider community.  Please speak with Sue Hansen if you can help. 
Oct 19, Saturday, 9:00 – 11:00 am Pick Up day.  If you know of a family in need of food  assistance, have 
them call the Food Pantry line 913‐313‐0250 and be sure to speak slowly when leaving their phone number 
and to answer ALL the ques ons. They must answer when called back  

Needs for October:  Canned vegetables – NO SALT   Mixed vegetables, Carrots, Peas, Potatoes  Canned  

vegetables – Regular  Peas, Potatoes Canned soup – reduced salt only (or cartons of) chicken or vegetable broth 
Canned pasta, such as Spaghe  O’s, Beefaroni, etc. Cereal -   Shredded Wheat, plain,  Corn Chex, plain,  Rice 
Chex, plain Saltine crackers (both salted and unsalted tops) Instant mashed potatoes (prefer boxed varieties) Jelly/fruit 
spread - No sugar only Flour (no bags bigger than 5 pounds, please!) 4- or 6-roll packages toilet paper 

If there are any ques ons, Dina can be reached at 816.665.5301.  

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
Wed. Oct 9, 5 p.m. Punkin Patch Board, mee ng in the  

Fireside Room 

 Join the Choir  
Wednesday’s  

CHOIR REHEARSAL, 7:15 PM 
Speak with Donna Fast, 

Music Director 

 

A Joyful Noise  
 

We are restar ng children singing  at 9:30-9:45 a.m. 
We will meet in the Fireside Room “Do small things with great Love!”   

This is the message I got from Shane Claiborne. 
Daichi, the youth, and I, Love Children, so we are star ng a small thing with great love.  
Please make me for your children to sing with us Sunday mornings, beginning in Oct.  

—-Mariko Prigel 

Join Center Friends! 
As one of the FBC mission outreach opportunities several of us at FBC have been volunteering once a week in 
classrooms at Red Bridge Elementary School.  We are paired with a teacher and usually work with individuals 
or small groups of students who are either advanced and ready for more challenging work or need assistance, 
usually with math or reading.  It's been a very rewarding experience for all who have participated.  If you have 
an hour or so a week that you can spend with our young neighbors at school, please contact either of the wom-
en listed below to join center friends.  
 Chris na Medina    Debi Julian 
 Center Friends Coordinator   Center Friends Asst. Coordinator 
 816‐349‐3730     816‐349‐3638 
 Cmedina@cemter.k12.mo.us  djulian@center.k12.mo.us 

Margo Humenczuk for the board of missions  



Order Fair Trade  
Coffee, & Chocolate! 
Talk to Ken Fast to  

purchase and Help those 
who are trying to Help 

themselves! 

FYI 

BIBLE STUDY –  
TUESDAY MORNINGS,   

10 – 11 AM 
Dr. Jones is leading the group  

in studying Gospel of Luke 
All are welcome to attend! Saturday, Oct 12, at 9 am  

in Fellowship Hall 

Board of Deacons would like to 
remind you the first Sunday  
of the month is Communion  
Sunday. Please consider the  
Deacon fund, when giving.  
This fund is used to help  
people in need.  

Dear First Bap st friends, 
Thank you for all the cards and other expressions of support following my mom's passing 
last month. I will always cherish the fact that I was in a Bible study at FBC when the call 
came that she had once again been taken to the hospital but was refusing further  
medical interven on (which would only have prolonged her suffering). As my three  
siblings and I talked with her in a conference call that morning, we all said our goodbyes 

and "I love you"...knowing that the end was near for her. As I heard her voice for the last me on earth, I 
was surrounded by the beauty of the FBC sanctuary. When I went back into the Fireside Room and reported 
what had just happened, the Tuesday morning group gathered round and laid hands on me and prayed. It 
was indeed a holy moment, and I did sense their prayer support and the grace of God through the ensuing 
weeks–the vigil as she lingered four more days, the planning of her memorial service, the disposi on of her 
estate, and all the myriad details that surround the death of our last remaining parent.   In the midst of all 
that happened during the summer I came to the conclusion that I need to make one more effort to find a 
church where I could worship with my wife and perhaps other family members. So I have migrated back to 
my spiritual roots, though landing in a different congrega on than before. I apologize for slipping out the 
back door without saying goodbye; I'm just not very good at transi ons like that...obviously!   
 I applaud the unique ministries that FBC has in the community, and I've come to love and appreciate 
the awesome pastoral staff and the many friends that I've met here. I hope to maintain a "friend of the 
church" status, and will con nue to interact with FBC as opportuni es arise. I hope that you'll keep me in 
the communica on loop, and that our paths will cross from me to me. May God bless you all as you     
remain faithful to the cause of Christ and his kingdom! Sincerely, Lyndell Leatherman 

FBC &  St Peters & All Saints will have 

our Trunk or Treat on  

Oct 31st 6‐8pm in our parking lot 
with a bouncy house and games. 

Punkin Patch 

 Trunk or Treat 
Thursday Oct 24, 5 pm 
In the north parking lot. 

 

Fall Fun At James & Mariko’s Farm Oct 27 3 pm 
Children, Youth and Young Adults 

 Join us at Prigel's Farm for Pumpkin carving, Hayride and BBQ at 5 pm 
Watch for details in the bulle n! 



First Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri 
Rev. Dezo Schreiner, Dr. Stephen D Jones, & 

Rev. Stephanie Spears, Pastors 
100 W Red Bridge Road 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

John Humenczuk  01 
Jessie Carpenter  02 
Bill Humenczuk  05 
Carole  Raines  06 
Sue Fugitt   17 
Kerry Triplett   17 
Donna Fast   18 
Cameron Harper  18 
Jim Logan   18 
Janet Carrigan  19 
Vivian Davidson  20 
Marilyn Greene  22 
Brooke Prigel  22 
Ava O’Connor  24 
Karen Foster   25 
Devon Jones   25 
Lois Hightower  28 
Theressa Goodman  29 
Susie Bolden   30 

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDREN’S SCHEDULE  
Here is the Sunday Morning Children’s Schedule 

 

Nursery Care – Parents are welcome to bring infants into the 
sanctuary, or listen to the service from our infant room. 

Volunteers can also provide care upon request 
Children Aged 4 through 4th Grade: 9:30 – 10:30 am  

Lower Level Class in Lime Room, Jolie DiGiovanni 
Using the Rota on Learning Model 

10:50 am – A end Worship Through children's Conversa on 
 11:15 am – Children’s Church in Lime Room 

Youth 5th Grade through 12th Grade: 9:30 – 10:30 am 
 In Youth Classroom upstairs 

The kids are growing. Benjamin has 
gained 5 lbs so far and Charlo e has 
gained 3 lbs. Andy and I are doing 
well. We definitely feel all the pray-
ers. We hope to bring them to 
church soon. We miss you all! 
Blessings, Rev. Dezo 

 


