
 

 
 

 

Signs of a Generous Church 

 
 

When giving is done well, it has the power to teach others how to give. When we lead by 
example in being generous in spirit, for example signing up to help another, it has the 
power to call more people into action to help out. This multiplying power of giving can be 
powerful in our shared ministry together with God. 
  
I believe in a generous God. God’s very character and actions embody generosity. When we 
practice generosity, I believe it helps us to be nearer to those around us who are benefiting 
from our generosity and can deepen our faith. This is one of the vital ways we put our faith 
into action. When I say generosity, please know that it is so much more than finances, it 
especially includes our most precious resources, talents, and time. We are witnesses to all 
the things that God has done in our lives. In return, we give of ourselves and our resources. 
  
First Baptist Church is sustained by the ongoing generosity of all of you and others. FBC 
KCMO members model our generosity through active community involvement such as 
hosting Kansas City Jazz Vespers, Red Bridge Area Food Pantry, and Living Nativity to name 
a few. Giving people the joy of music, food in the cupboard, and a memorable nativity 
experience geared towards the children of our neighborhood, we are busy doing our part. 
We also believe in the generosity of prayer, so we offer a monthly labyrinth walk to our 
church members and the public. I would like to thank all of you for sustaining these 
important programs and making them thrive. FBC KCMO is a generous church! 
  
If you have been reading and wondering how you can get involved, please know that we 
have plenty of opportunities. Please talk to me or Pastor Steve and we will help you find a 
great fit for your availability and talents. May we cultivate a generous spirit within all of us, 
and in our collective community of faith. May we remain generous with our time, with our 
teaching, and with our love. Remember that when we serve God through giving, God can 
multiply it by guiding and motivating others to give.  
  
May God continue to be our guide!  
 

- Pastor Dezo 
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*The Journeys Bible Study Class, open to all adults, has an exciting new curriculum beginning in September. 
These lessons are thought-provoking and lend themselves to group Bible study. 9:30 -10:30 a.m. in Cross- 
Generations Class. 

Invitation to Join Us – Celebrating 5 Years of Dezo’s Ministry at FBC! 
Five years ago, we made a bold decision to try a new pastoral model. For the first time in the 167 years of 

ministry, FBC moved to a co-pastorate model. Two pastors from different backgrounds of different 
generations working together for the common good of FBC KCMO. What a blessing!  

  
Special Note from Dezo – “Five years ago you took a leap of faith and called me as your pastor. I have 

thoroughly enjoyed serving all of you and I look forward to continuing this journey together. I give 
thanks to God and to all of you for this time; it has been a blessing to do ministry with all of you and to 

share the pulpit and ministry with Pastor Steve. The best is yet to come!” 
  

Do not risk your health, but if you have been planning to come back to church, November 6th could be a 
great day to do that! We would like to see all of you there who are able! 

  
Thanks, 

 FBC Staff 

WE ARE NOW ENTERING A NEW ERA IN OUR MINISTRY WITH CHILDREN, WITH 
TEENS AND WITH YOUNG ADULTS!  

Over the fall, the full impact of this New Era will be introduced. Beginning on Sunday, Oct. 2nd: 

CHILDREN: One pastor goes out with the children each Sunday to do children's church offering a prayer, a 
song, a story, a faith-conversation.  Amelie Clingan will then use a new curriculum, Spark!, and lead the chil-
dren in stories and creative activities.  
 
YOUTH: The Teen class continues with Pastor Steve at 9:30 am each morning 
in his office. One Sunday this fall, our Youth will provide worship 
leadership. 
 
YOUNG ADULTS: We want to make a concerted effort to reach out to our 
young adults who still live in the KC area in a specific event in October, and 
build on that as we go through the Fall and Winter. 
 
INFANTS: We are furnishing the Quiet Room for infants and toddlers. The closed-circuit TV in that room 
shows our worship service “live”. 

LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS: 

Dr. Fofo Jackson will be in her homeland of Taiwan, for 

the next month for medical tests. She returns on Nov. 

7th. We are delighted that Eyvonnne Walker will be the 

interim Chancel Choir Director in Fofo’s absence. 

This changes Chancel Choir  rehearsal beginning 

weekly at 7:00pm, and the Handbell Choir will not 

meet until Fofo’s return.  



Congregational Dinner is Sunday at Noon, Nov. 6th,  
Menu: Home-made Lasagna, bread, salad and dessert – prepared by            

volunteers in our congregation! In addition to celebrating our Stewardship        
Commitments, we are also celebrating the 5th anniversary of our calling Rev. 

Dezo Schreiner to our pastorate, and the 5th anniversary of Pastors Steve and 
Dezo being called to serve as co-pastors. In the Stewardship Mailing, as well 

as in this worship bulletin, you will receive three cards. We urge you to       
prepare your responses to these cards and bring them to the Congregational  
Dinner on Nov. 6. You can attach them to a “Testimonial Wall” expressing our 

thanksgivings. 

In October, to date, we have given $1,602.25 to the 
American Baptist World Mission Offering, which 
supports our missionaries and global partners 
around the world. Thank you for you support! 

The November Special Offering: 

DEACON COMMUNION 

In November, we will receive the Deacon Fellowship Fund Communion 
Offering which allows our church to help members and friends of our 
church going through a crisis or transition. 

You will receive in the mail your packet of 

materials to prepare you for completing your 

stewardship commitments for 2023. Please 

anticipate the mailing, and spend some time 

with a multi-page worksheets and puzzle. 



WE PRAY FOR… 
• Dixie Kelly continues undergoing tests as doctors determine the appropriate treatment. It has been a long wait and 

Dixie appreciates so much the prayers, cards and calls from the congregation. Her positive spirit and faith is pulling 
her through. KU Medical Center specialists are now involved. 

• Dixie and Jim’s son, Andy, had a successful surgery on Oct. 14 and has returned to work as kitchen manager at 
Texas Roadhouse in Blue Springs. 

• Dawn Kirton and her cousin, Denise, and her daughter, Neeka, are now in Antigua where Denise and Neeka will 
remain for six months, but Dawn will return within a month for more medical tests. We keep Dawn’s mother who is 
in stage four cancer. 

• Bill Rinck is making a remarkable recovery from his brain surgery. However, while in the hospital, he and Chris both 
came down with Covid-19. They are home but after experiencing strong symptoms, they are getting better. 

• Patty Van at home, staying well 
• Bill Betteridge at Bickford Care Center in Raytown. Pat Betteridge is home, dealing with back pain and respiratory 

issues. 
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, and Mary Ann, granddaughter, in health decline in Ireland. 
• Debbie Ebright experiencing back pain and asks for our prayers 
• Jerry Mustapha, recuperating at Brookdale on Lamar Road and experiencing a strong improvement in strength from 

an internal infection. 
• Peg Morgan making progress following a mild stroke in August. She is at her home in Wilmington. 
• Kathie Manda is recuperating from surgery on her left foot and doing well. She brought her newest  granddaughter, 

Lucy, to church on Oct. 16. 
• Fofo Jackson, our choir director, returns in early November from medical procedures in Taiwan. 
• Carole Raines was supposed to return for a visit to KC this past week-end but due to elevated blood pressure has 

decided to postpone the trip. 
• A member of our congregation undergoing chemo treatments for cancer. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
• Eyvonne Walker who has served as our interim choir director while Dr. Jackson is overseas. She serves in this 

capacity until Nov. 6. 
• Claire Bolton who attended the regional biennial meeting of our Great Rivers Region, representing our 

congregation. 
• Pastor Dezo and Andy, Kathie and Gil Manda, Diana Parker and Melba McIntosh who represented our congregation 

at the annual fund-raising banquet of MORE2 on Oct. 27. 
• Pastor Steve, who serves on the National Gamaliel Religious Leaders Caucus Leadership Team, will attend 

Gamaliel’s Race and Power Conference in Baltimore from Nov. 30 – Dec. 3. Gamaliel is the national organization of 
which MORE2 is the KC affiliate. 

• Jessie Carpenter, Diana Parker, Lynette Adkins and Stephen Jones who have been serving as ambassadors gaining 
signatures for local control of KCMO Police. 

 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
• Pastor Dezo who has recently been elected to serve on the Board of ABC International Ministries which governs our 

denomination’s mission work around the world. 
• Pastor Steve nominated to be elected the new president of the Great Rivers Region of American Baptist Churches 

meeting in Springfield, IL this past week-end. It is a two-year term. Interestingly, Dr. Charlie Nilon will be nominated 
to serve as the Region’s Vice President. Steve was Charlie’s youth pastor in 1972 in Boulder, CO. 

• Toni Page who was licensed for Christian ministry by our church upon recommendation of the Deacons and the 
Church Executive Council on Oct. 16. Toni is in her fourth year of study at Central Baptist Theological Seminary and 
her licensing is a first step toward ordination. 

 

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR… 
Kathleen Brown—Maybelle Logan—Geraldine Raines—Bobbie Matson—Justin Prigel (military in Italy)  
—Becky Boden — Joann Jamerson (Roberta Stevenson’s sister) — David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) —  Cosette Kelly 
—  Gerry Raines 



RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 
Food Pantry Activity Dates 

Monday, November 7th — 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day (Volunteers Needed!) 

Wednesday, November 16th — Deadline for clients call Food Pantry Phone Line 

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (816–908-
7800) anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., November 16th. They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered 
before their request for food can be processed. 

Friday, November 18th — 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

Saturday, November 19th — 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Clients Pick Up Orders 

Red Bridge Food Pantry NEEDS — November 2022: 

Non-perishable: Chicken Broth– Regular and no-or low salt; 

Instant Mashed Potatoes in a 1lb box or package 

Contact Claire Bolton with any questions at 816.589.4678 

MONTHLY LABYRINTH WALKS! 
Many people in our society have been introduced to a labyrinth walk. 
To our knowledge, ours will be the only church with an indoor public 
monthly labyrinth walk, on the first Saturday of each month from 
3:00pm—5:00pm. Upcoming Saturday walks are November 5th & 
December 3rd 3-5PM.  

Invite your friends and neighbors! 

ANNUAL LIVING NATIVITY WILL BE 
OFFERED TO THE COMMUNITY THIS 

YEAR ON  
SUNDAY, DEC. 18TH FROM 6-7PM.  

We need lots of volunteers!  
Contact Pastor Dezo.  

COME BACK TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP ON NOV. 6!! 
If you have not been attending worship in person in the sanctuary regularly, we encourage 

you to do so on Sunday, Nov. 6!  

There’s four reasons for you to come back: 

1) It is our Annual Stewardship Commitment Sunday 

2) It is the fifth anniversary of Pastor Dezo being called to serve our church 

3) It is the fifth anniversary of beginning a new pastoral model, the co-pastorate 

4) We have a celebrative (free) dinner planned for the Fellowship Hall. 

5) It is Communion Sunday. 

It will be a GREAT DAY to see many of us back together again! Obviously, if your health or 

health concerns prevent you from attending, we understand. 



—In-person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website— 
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER: 

 November 6th, “Why Isaiah 40 Still Speaks Powerfully Today”, Isaiah 40:10-12 

 Annual Stewardship Commitment Sunday; Communion  
— Pastor Stephen preaching 

 November 13th, “Trauma In The Body of Christ”, John 20:24-29  

 — Pastor Dezo preaching 

 November 20th, “Gratitude, the Foundation for Our Faith”, 2 Cor. 9:6-8 
 Thanksgiving Sunday; Join us as we sing beloved Thanksgiving Hymns! 
— Pastor Stephen preaching 
 

ADVENT WORSHIP THEME: “PEOPLE, LOOK EAST!”  
Viewing the story of nativity from an eastern perspective 

 November 27th, “A Middle Eastern Story” 
 Looking at the Nativity story from its roots in the Middle East, sources strongly suggest that 
Jesus was not born in an animal stable, but in a home, where animals were also housed. This is the 
pattern of Middle Eastern hospitality, which we have missed from our “Western” perspective.  
— Pastor Stephen preaching 

   

CHECK OUT THE CHURCH WEBSITE! 
How do I find sermons on the website?   

Go to our website: www.fbckcmo.net. 
1. A menu will appear on the top of the screen.   
2. Click “Worship Services”.  You will find the most recent sermon video displayed at the top of the page. 
3. To listen to the sermon, click on the video and press play. 
4. If a sermon text is available, a button titled “Resources” will display underneath the video. Click the button 

to download the text. 
5. You will see a listing of previous sermons, in order from most recent to oldest, at the very bottom of the 

page. Click the one you want to view.  It will display at the top of the page. Press play to begin viewing. 

YOUNG ADULT ZOOM MEETING  
(SATURDAYS AT 8PM) 

Contact Pastor Dezo for the Zoom Link. Rev Dezo’s phone number is 785-424-5779.  

TUESDAY MORNING, 10AM CONGREGATIONAL CHECK-IN AND 
BIBLE STUDY ON LUKE 9  

(TAUGHT BY PASTORS DEZO AND STEVE) 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 

1.  Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 US (Chicago) 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Worship Attendance this Fall: 
In the sanctuary, we typically have around 35 people.  
On Facebook, we have around 45 views, but there could be more than one person per household view-
ing.  A "view" doesn't  necessarily mean the household listened to an entire service.  
On our Website, we have 11 viewers, but could be more than one person. 
 
Total people in person plus streaming views: 91 (estimate) 

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09


• November 1st — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• November 5th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• November 6th — “Why Isaiah 43 Still Speaks Powerfully Today”, Isaiah 43:10-12 
• November 7th — Monday, 1:15 p.m. Food Pantry Restocking Day 
• November 8th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• November 12th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• November 13th — “Trauma In The Body of Christ”, John 20:24-29 
• November 15th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• November 16th — Wednesday, Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
• November 18th — Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders 
• November 19th — Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
• November 19th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• November 20th — “Gratitude, the Foundation for Our Faith”, 2 Cor. 9:6-8 

• November 20th — Kansas City Jazz Vespers—Millie Edwards and Band at 6:00 p.m. 
• November 22nd — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• November 24th — Thanksgiving! - FBC Office Closed 
• November 25th — FBC Office Closed 
• November 26th — Saturday at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• November 27th — “A Middle Eastern Story”, Luke 2:6-7 
• November 29th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 

NEED VIDEO/SOUND/STREAMING VOLUNTEERS!   
We still need more volunteers to serve in the sound balcony on Sunday mornings. 

Talk with Bill Humenczuk or Matt Clingan. 

Kansas City Jazz Vespers 

Dear FBC friends,  
My family and I would like to thank you so much for all the prayers. Enzo is doing well. We give thanks to 
God that in just two months in this world, he has beaten the Flu, RSV, and ear infection. We appreciate 
each one of you.  

Blessings, Pastor Dezo 



First Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri 
Pastors Rev. Dezo Schreiner, Rev. Dr. Stephen D Jones & Rev. Stephanie Parham 

100 W Red Bridge Road 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

November Birthdays 
 

Josue Aguilar                01 
Mai Tadokoro     02 
Patricia Logan     05 
Stephanie Parham              06 
Bob Holloway     06 
Karen Mathis     06 
Patricia Hallquist             15 
Sandeep Ravi    15 
Mariko Prigel    21 
Jeanell Hindsman   23 
Jim Kelly    25 
Jan Jones    26 
Joy Goble    28 

Website: www.fbckcmo.net 
 

TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 
10:50AM ON FACEBOOK GO TO: 

https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/   
 

TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO: 
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services  

(The services will be posted on our website at 1:00PM) 

Congregational Dinner 
Sunday, November 6th 

at Noon 
*In our Fellowship Hall* 

Reservations encouraged —  
No cost — Free-will offering 
Basket present. 

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services

