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A Leap of Faith
November 1, 2020 marks the beginning of my fourth year as co‐pastor at First Bap st Church
of Kansas City Missouri. I vividly remember the thunderous cheers and applause I heard in
the sanctuary as I waited in the Fireside Room for the result of the vote on September 24,
2017. I remember the smiling faces of those members coming to get me. It was a lot of joy
for everyone. We were excited to launch this new chapter of our journey together. As I took
the microphone, I was overwhelmed with emo on. I thanked you for calling me to serve you,
then I added: “We are taking a leap of faith.” We did not know what was in store for us. We
only had faith that God had called us together. “For we walk and live by faith, not by sight.” 2
Corinthians 5:7. We would not have been able to make it this far without prayers and support
for one another.
A lot has changed in the church since you have called me to serve you. We have many babies,
new members, many immigrant members, and the diversity of beliefs and na onali es in our
church con nues to increase. Seeing God at work in this congrega on gives me assurance
that we are on the right path together.
This year has been full of uncertainty. As a global society, it might seem as if we have come to
a bo omless chasm and there is no bridge across the abyss. Yet, our God is the invisible
bridge! We con nue to trust that with God we will find our way through. With the pandemic,
changes are occurring all around us, some that will far outlast this current crisis. We are
seeing businesses closing and people losing jobs. Some churches may not survive. However,
we, at First Bap st are taking a leap of faith trus ng that we will be around for a long me. I
am sure the founders of our church took a leap of faith 168 years ago when they launched
Kansas City’s first Bap st church.
As I talk to other pastors during this me, I can hear the uncertainty of the future of the
church in their voices. Will we ever go back to normal? Will we find a way out of this? What
will "church" look like following a pandemic?
This year we have decided not to hold a stewardship campaign here at First Bap st Church of
KCMO. This has probably never happened before. We are taking a leap of faith because we
know God will provide for FBC, KCMO. Our con nued pa ern of faithful stewardship during
the pandemic is encouraging.
If enough volunteers step forward, we hope to decorate our beau ful sanctuary for
Christmas. The organizers of the Living Na vity believe we can a ract enough volunteers to
oﬀer our Living Na vity on December 19. We hope people in the community will drive

through our Living Na vity Scenes as they have done before to experience the re‐telling story
of our Savior. We will celebrate Christmas!
When I started serving you, I had no idea that we would be dealing with a pandemic. No living
pastor today has ever experienced anything like this. Next year, or the year a er, we do not
know what we might be dealing with. But we know one thing is constant: we will con nue
with our faith in the Lord trus ng in his watch‐care over us and trus ng in God’s ability to turn
our crises into opportuni es.
No ma er the challenges on the road ahead, may we hold steadfast in the Lord. May we
con nue to hold each other's hands hoping and praying for each other. May we con nue to
give permission to the Holy Spirit to speak to us and move in our lives. I know for sure that the
Holy Spirit is ac ve and moving in our Church.
God is walking with us. Let us pray that we discover all that God has in store for us. As we look
to this fourth year together, may we con nue to step out in faith, even in this uncertain me.
We know in whom to put our trust.
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the convic on of things not seen.“ Hebrews
11:1
Pastor Dezo

THANK YOU For Pastor's Appreciation Day.
Dear FBC Family,
Thank you so much for the beautiful cards and all the gifts. We are thankful to serve such a
wonderful church.
-Dezo, Steve, and Stephanie
A Note to the Congrega on:
Dear First Bap st KCMO,
I have been watching your church service on the computer. It has been a blessing to me.
During this uncertain mes it is fun to take a trip back in me & see some people I used to
know & keep up on news. I am in Bolivar, MO working part‐ me & volunteering. I can’t always
go to church due to the virus.
‐Rosane Mar n
CHECK OUT THE CHURCH WEBSITE!
How do I find these sermons on the website?
Go to our website: www.fbckcmo.net.
1. A menu will appear on the left-hand side of the screen.
2. Click “Weekly Sermons”. You will find sermon texts to read.
3. To listen or view a sermon, scroll down and click “Launch Media Player.” You will see a listing of “Audio
Sermons” and “Video Sermons” by sermon date and title. Click the one you want to hear or view. It will
download quickly and begin playing.

YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT
Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up and do a devo onal. We meet via Zoom on Saturday evenings at
8pm. Contact Pastor Dezo at 785.424.5779 for the Zoom link if you are interested.

WE PRAY FOR…
 Cheryl Twigg, regaining strength at home following back surgery
 Pa y Van at home
 Kathy Raines Booth, Carole Raines’ daughter, undergoing chemotherapy and immunotherapy treatments.
 Carole Raines, now relocated to North Carolina. Her contact info is: phone— 816.518.6983
email— rainescld32@gmail.com
address— 246 Warm Wind Dr. Clayton, NC 27527
 Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Chris ne Rinck, in serious health decline in Ireland
 Terri Freeman, whose brother, Preston, in a nursing center that has been overwhelmed with covid‐19. We
pray for Preston and the residents and staﬀ.
 Becky Boden at home a er physical rehab at Sols ce Senior Residence
 Debbie Ebright has been experiencing serious back pain and asks for our prayers
 Sue Hansen on‐going mobility issues.
 Jim Kelly’s family. His cousin‐in‐law from Gardner, KS recently passed away.
 Pat Logan, at home, making progress in recovering from a stroke
 Peggy Morgan who fell and broke her hip; she is now home a er weeks of rehab, but experiencing a great
deal of pain and loss of mobility.
 Sherry Mustapha who fractured her spine in several places and had surgery on Tuesday, Oct. 27 to repair it.
 Jerry Mustapha who experienced an infec on and a fall. He has recovered from the infec on, but has been
admi ed to St. Luke’s South due to the fall.
 Melba McIntosh, who along with her daughter and son, contracted covid‐19, but all three are now
recupera ng well.
 The family of Bill Thorton who passed on to eternal life on Sept. 28. His family funeral was held on Oct. 5
and he was interned in Cape Girardeau following. We give thanks for Bill’s life and his wonderful spirit!
 Kathy Hinton who had knee replacement surgery requiring a second correc ve surgery. She is now at
Brookdale Nursing Center for rehabilita on.
 Clair Bolton has an infec on in her foot. She is at St. Joseph’s.
WE GIVE THANKS FOR…
 Dawn Kirton, Geneva Abel, and the Clingan family for organizing the recogni on of our pastors on Pastor
Apprecia on Sunday, Oct. 25. The pastoral team wishes to thank all who par cipated in this gesture of
gra tude. It was much appreciated! ‐ Steve, Dezo and Stephanie
 James Prigel (Chair of Trustees), John Fisher, Steve Jones, and Mike Corner who
resealed the parking lots on October 10th.
 Congratula ons to Car er Dean and his partner Ashley on the birth of their
daughter, Gia Armani Dean! Born: October 6, 2020; 6 lbs 15 oz 18 inches
Address: 5024 Woodland Ave 2nd Fl Kansas City, MO 64110
WE REJOICE WITH…
 Dani Gonzalez who received the Hand of Fellowship on October 11!
 Stephanie Spears who will be working from the East coast un l January, 2021.
WE SHARE OUR LONG‐TERM PRAYER FOR…
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — JoAnn Gardner — Roberta Stevenson — Randal Palmer — Cose e Kelly
WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY…
Kathleen Brown — Maybelle Logan — Geraldine Raines — Bobbie Matson — Joy Yonga Choi—Jus n Prigel
(military in South Korea)

October 18th Worship Video is on the Website
There was an issue uploading the October 18th video to our website. Once that was resolved, it
was uploaded on the 20th of October.

RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY
The collection and drop off of non-perishable donations for the Red Bridge Food Pantry continues to
be temporarily suspended due to the Coronavirus.
In lieu of non-perishable donations, we will gladly accept monetary donations.
Checks should be made payable to: First Baptist Church of Kansas City with “Red Bridge Food
Pantry” noted on the “Memo” line. Checks can be dropped off or mailed to the church at:
100 W Red Bridge Rd, Kansas City MO 64114.
Food Pantry Activity Dates for August
November 9 Monday – Restocking Day: CANCELLED
Between now and mid-November, volunteers will be shopping for any items needed for the Food Pantry
and will be stocking the items as they’re purchased.
November 18 Wednesday – Deadline to Request Food
If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-0250)
anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., November 18. They will need to provide the requested information
and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered before their request
for food can be processed.
November 20 Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders
November 21 Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders
If there are any questions, please call Dina Giesler, coordinator for the Food Pantry, at 816.665.5301.

STEWARDSHIP GIVING AND PLANNING
Given the pandemic, and its impact on our congregants, we will not be holding a
Stewardship campaign or emphasis as we look ahead to 2021. This means that we will likely
try to hold our budget close to 2020 levels. We are in a good posi on, and we an cipate we
will be able to keep our expenses similar to this year. We hope that you can con nue in your
faithful pa ern of giving to our church and to its mission. We hope, if possible, that you
might be able to increase your giving in 2021, but we understand if due to changes in income,
your giving must decrease in these unpredictable mes. Please send an email to Kathie
Manda: finance@ ckcmo.net if there are any changes. The boards and commi ees will work
on a proposed 2021 budget later this Fall and their recommenda ons will be presented to the
congrega on. To date, our giving during the pandemic has been encouraging and it is much
appreciated.
We gave $2,655.00 in the October Communion Oﬀering to the World
Mission Oﬀering. Thank you for helping us surpass our goal of $2,600!

The November Communion Offering
Our Communion Oﬀering for November will be to support our Deacon Fellowship Fund. This
fund is used to support individuals and families within and near our congrega on going
through personal crisis or transi on.

LIVING NATIVITY 2020: Saturday, Dec. 19, 5:30 p.m.—7 p.m.

1.
2.
3.
4.

A drive-through experience re-telling the awesome story of Jesus’ birth.
The live animals will again be back this year! The mission team has
decided to proceed with the Living Nativity – with the top goal of
keeping all our characters and support staff safe! There’s a planning
meeting Sunday, Nov. 1, 9:30 am in the Fireside Room. We need
persons to:
Help set up the scenes and traffic flow on Saturday morning, Dec. 19 11:00 am
Be a cast member in one of the scenes (hopefully families can serve together)
Help with traffic flow during the Living Nativity
Help with costumes before the Living Nativity

DECORATING OUR SANCTUARY FOR CHRISTMAS
We hope to decorate our sanctuary a er worship on Sunday, Nov. 22
for 40 minutes. We hope you can join us. We will likely modify the
decora ons to accommodate the number of volunteers available.
Please volunteer on the Green sheet or email the church oﬃce:
theoﬃce@ ckcmo.net

The Mission Board appreciates the generous dona ons to the AMOS fund in September. The
total was $910.00 and the funds were sent to AMOS with a note to honor Drs. Laura and David
Parajon, the founders and long‐ me directors of AMOS who are stepping aside from their
leadership posi ons, but will remain on the board and available for advice and on‐going
support.
Likewise, thank you for your generous dona ons to the World Mission Oﬀering this October. In
addi on to the important work our missionaries are doing worldwide, they are also helping
local people to combat the COVID‐19 Pandemic.
As you clear your closets and bring out your cold weather clothing, please con nue to bring in
dona ons of unwanted clothing, linens, purses, shoes, boots, books etc. for the Savers thri
store dona on drive. Items must be clean and can be put in the Heritage Room. Please
package children's items (clothes, books, shoes, toys, etc.) separately and mark as children's
goods. We are also in need of wire coat hangers if you have any extra you care to
donate. These items will be sold to provide funds for our next mission trip, once it's safe to
travel.
And thanks for your con nued support of the Penny Fund, used to support mission projects
for children and to help our youth par cipate in mission projects.

UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE
— November Worship and Preaching Series 10:50 a.m. in our Sanctuary
and LIVE on Facebook or 1:00 p.m. on our website —
Communion Sunday, Nov. 1: “Nothing Is Impossible” Matthew 17: 14-21
 Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching

“I’ll Sing God’s Praise with my Last Breath!”
…A Thanksgiving Series...
Sunday, Nov. 8: “When Surrounded by Uncertainty, I’ll Sing God’s Praise with my Last

Breath”


The story of Abraham and Isaac’s sacrifice. Genesis 22:1-14. Abraham and Sarah found completion
and life-long satisfaction in the long-awaited birth of their son, Isaac. In times of uncertainty, we need
to set our priorities straight: in whom do we trust?
 Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching
Sunday, Nov. 15: “When Surrounded by Isolation, I’ll Sing God’s Praise with my Last

Breath!”


The story of Noah, Genesis 6:1-6. Noah found himself alone, with a different perspective and faith
from his neighbors. And he followed God’s leading and restored righteousness to the earth. The
pandemic has required that we step back from our communities of trust and support. Our face-toface interaction has been limited since March: 9 long months. Yet times of solitude can clear our
minds and re-order our priorities.
 Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching
Sunday, Nov. 22: “When Surrounded by Changing Times, I’ll Sing God’s Praise with my Last

Breath!”


Thanksgiving Sunday; The Story of Abraham’s Calling, Genesis 12:1-9. Abram and Sarai were
breathing in change in their lives, a new call, even a new Lord to lead them. Their pilgrimage
introduced monotheism and Judaism to the world. Our national election, finally ended, regardless of
the outcome, means that we are entering a changing time. Yet, when haven’t we been in a changing
time? Change has become the only entering a changing time. And change doesn’t solve problems.
But it can give us a new perspective and a new opportunity.
 Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching
We’ll sing the new hymn, “I’ll Sing God’s Praise with My Last Breath” each Sunday in this series.
First Sunday of Advent, Nov. 29: “Do We Believe in Angels?” Zechariah 2:10-13
 Angles are messengers from God. The point isn’t whether or not “we believe in angels,” but rather
believe in a God who chooses so many ways to speak to us
 Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching

We will be publishing an ANNUAL PICTORIAL
DIRECTORY each November. It will be published
by the end of November. If you would like your
photo added or updated, please contact the office
ASAP. If you have changes to your address,
phone number, or email address, please contact
the church office: theoffice@fbckcmo.net The Directory includes members and active
friends of the congregation. Thus, all those who attend regularly are included along
with our members.

Mee ngs: Most FBC mee ngs are back in person! You may s ll Zoom if you feel more comfortable.
 November 1st— "Nothing Is Impossible”
 November 3rd— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.)
 November 7th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng
 November 8th— "When Surrounded by Uncertainty, I’ll Sing God’s Praise with my
Last Breath!”
 November 9th—Restocking Day CANCELLED
 November 10th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.)
 November 14th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng
 November 15th— "When Surrounded by Isola on, I’ll Sing God’s Praise with my
Last Breath!”
 November 17th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.)
 November 18th—Wednesday Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry
 November 20th—Friday, 1:15‐3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders
 November 21st—Saturday, 9:00‐11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders
 November 21st— Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng
 November 22nd— “When Surrounded by Changing Times, I’ll Sing God’s Praise
with my Last Breath!” and Decorate for Christmas
 November 24th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.)
 November 26th‐27th—First Bap st Oﬃce and Punkin Patch closed for Thanksgiving
 November 28th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng
 November 29th— Advent Begins!

SUNDAY JOURNEYS BIBLE STUDY
On Sundays we meet in the Cross Genera ons Class and via Zoom at 9:30am. The Wilson Class will join us for
the summer. A rota on of teachers will be teaching this interac ve class weekly using the Judson Quarterly,
‘Journeys.’
Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC
1.
Go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?
pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09
2.
Mee ng ID: 577 204 654
3.
Password: 1

Method 2 – Audio ONLY
1.
Call 312.626.6799
2.
Mee ng ID: 577 204 654
3.
Password: 1

LEARNING COMMUNITY CLASSES ON SUNDAYS at 9:30 AM:
 Cross‐Genera ons Class (with Wilson Class joining them for the fall)
 JAMS Class
• Youth Group Class
•Children’s Class

TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK‐IN AND BIBLE STUDY
We will con nue to study of The Gospel of Luke online via Zoom! We start by checking in to make sure every‐
one is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly a er. Tuesday mornings from 10 – 11 am. Each
week, the zoom link to this Dialogue and Bible study will be sent to the congrega on so you can link in.
Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC
1. Go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?
pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
2. Mee ng ID: 555 892 911
3. Password: 1

Method 2 – Audio ONLY
1. Call 312.626.6799
2. Mee ng ID: 555 892 911
3. Password: 1

First Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri
Rev. Dezo Schreiner, Dr. Stephen D Jones, &
Rev. Stephanie Spears, Pastors
100 W Red Bridge Road
Kansas City, MO 64114

Place
Stamp
Here

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION

November Birthdays
Mai Tadokoro
Patricia Logan
Stephanie Spears
Bob Holloway
Karen Mathis
Patricia Hallquist
Sandeep Ravi
Mariko Prigel
Jeanell Hindsman
Jim Kelly
Jan Jones
Mary Collins
Joy Goble

02
05
06
06
06
15
15
21
23
25
26
28
28

Please vote on or before
Tuesday, November 3!
Website: www. ckcmo.net
TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON
FACEBOOK GO TO
h ps://www.facebook.com/ ckc/
TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO
h p:// ckcmo.net/worship‐services
The streaming service on our website will be on line at 1:00 p.m.

