
 
 

WHY I PRAY THE LABYRINTH 

You have likely noted that we have begun monthly Labyrinth Prayer Walks offered for the wider 
community on the first Saturday of each month from 3-5 pm in our Fellowship Hall. As far as we 
know, ours is the only public indoor labyrinth walk in metro KC. Many people who have spiritual 
interests but who aren’t necessarily connected to a church find labyrinth walks meaningful. 
 
There’s an ancient history to labyrinths. They were built into the marble floors of some medieval 
cathedrals in Europe. For those unable to go to the Holy Lands, they were encouraged to come to 
their cathedral and walk the labyrinth as a spiritual pilgrimage. Pilgrimages are still popular today all 
around the world offering strenuous exercise with great meditative potential. So, there’s nothing new 
to labyrinths even if you have never tried it. 
 
What about me? Why do I find Labyrinth Walks so meaningful? 
I enjoy labyrinths because I enjoy moving. Sitting still? Not so much. I’m getting better at it the older 
I get, but still, if I can pray AND move at the same time, pray AND WALK, it’s a real winner. Walking 
the Labyrinth doesn’t require much attention. You just follow the path from the outside of the large 
circle to the inside. You won’t be able to figure out how you got there, but this isn’t a puzzle and it 
isn’t a maze. You just trust that the path will lead to the center. At the center, you are urged to stand 
or sit there and collect your prayers about you. And then re-trace your steps walking out. 
 
I find walking a labyrinth to be very meaningful and almost instantly I can enter into prayer and 
meditation. I usually walk the labyrinth in around 30 minutes. Often, I sit on the outside of the circle 
in chairs provided so I can pray for others walking the labyrinth. If you find walking to be challenging 
or painful, you can come and sit on the outside of the circle and pray! 
 
The room, our fellowship hall, is filled with candlelit meditation and prayer. Our canvas labyrinth is 
beautiful when spread out – covering over half of the hall. 
 
In our labyrinth walks, there is no talking; nothing “organized.” It is a silent room with quiet music. 
 
Now – you can help spread the word. Whom do you know who purposefully stays away from 
churches or places of worship, but has spiritual interest? These are the people to invite to our 
labyrinth walk. Everyone will be greeted upon arrival and then allowed to experience the labyrinth in 
their own way and at their own pace. It is a place for silent prayers and quiet meditation. Do you 
know someone who is searching for discernment? Or someone struggling with a decision? Or 
someone filled with anxiety? Overwhelmed by the pandemic? Recommend a labyrinth walk! 
 
Upcoming Saturday walks are May 7 and June 4. On Sundays, the day after the Labyrinth Walk, 
when there is nothing else planned in Fellowship Hall, we will leave the Labyrinth on the floor so our 
members can come downstairs after worship for a walk. 
 
We are very much in need of 2-3 more persons to join the Labyrinth Walk Mission Team to 
host the labyrinth monthly. And we are in need of persons who will help us spread the word! 
- Pastor Steve 
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Join Our Hospitality Team 
We are putting together a special hospitality team to organize a church reception on 
Sunday, June 5, after worship. This is the Sunday we celebrate Steve’s 50th 
anniversary as a pastor and the day Steve is ordained by our church and by the Great 
Rivers Region of the ABC. If interested, contact the office or sign-up on an upcoming 
Green Sheet. 

LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS: 
On Sunday, May 1, there will be a special Learning Community Class for all adults in the Fireside Room to 
hear an American Baptist related video on the history of Ukraine, interviews with two ABC missionary 
couples who serve in Eastern Europe, comments from Baptist Leaders from the European Baptist 
Union and prayers from ABC leaders. This is an incredible video and will fill in a lot of missing pieces in 
terms of understanding the tragic war now occurring as Russia is at war with Ukraine. This Sunday: 9:30 am 
– 10:30 am. Join us – One Sunday Only!! 
 

*Learning Community class for grade school children each Sunday at 9:30 am. As we have children 
attending, Pastor Dezo will teach this class. If other volunteers can help, please let Dezo know. 
 

*The Journeys Bible Study Class, open to all adults, with lessons that are thought-provoking and lend 
themselves to group Bible study. 9:30 -10:30 am in Cross-Generations Class 
 

*Children’s Time during worship: children up to fourth grade may leave worship after the children’s 
conversation. Amelie Clingan, first-year student at UMKC, leads this for toddlers through kindergartners. We 
are currently recruiting adults to care for children in Grades 1-4 following the children’s conversation, on a 
monthly basis. We want to recruit one or two leaders to teach in September, another team in October, and 
so forth. Contact Dezo or the church office to volunteer. 
 

*Infant Quiet Room – We now have an infant quiet room, in the JAMS classroom just outside the east 
entrance to the Sanctuary. It has a closed-circuit television so parents can watch and service while tending to 
their children.  

 

* BABY DEDICATION: Sunday, May 8, Mother’s Day: Dedication of Aria 
Elizabeth Crosby, born Jan. 13, 2022, daughter of Dwight Crosby and Janelle 
Jones and granddaughter of Jan and Steve Jones. Following worship, there will 
be a “Celebration of Birth Reception” in the Commons and Fireside Room. We 
celebrate that Aria is now in good health following initial digestive issues. If you 
want to bring a card or gift, you are welcome to do so. 

 NEW: 
*A Learning Community Class for Young People, middle school, high school, college age, taught by Pastor 
Steve in his pastoral office. Begins May 8, weekly. 

 

Celebration of Stephen Jones’ 50 years! 
June 5, Celebration of Stephen Jones’ 50 years as an American Baptist Pastor and a closing 
ordination prayer for Steve offered by Rev. Bruce Morgan. Preacher: Rev. Dr. (MD) Adalia 
Gutierrez Lee, Area Director, Central and Latin America, International Ministries, ABC-USA. 



 

 
WE PRAY FOR… 
• Toni Page who had to have a second sinus-related surgery to stop on-going bleeding on April 22 and is 

now home recuperating. 
• Bill Betteridge at Bickford Care Center in Raytown. Pat Betteridge is home, dealing with back pain and 

respiratory issues.  
• Patty Van at home, staying well 
• Pat Logan in hospice care at Bickford Care Center in Overland Park; final stages 
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, in health decline in Ireland. 
• Debbie Ebright experiencing back pain and asks for our prayers 
• Sue Hansen, living at Brookdale on Wornall Road; she also asks for prayers for Richard’s friend with 

serious heart issues 
• Sherry and Jerry Mustapha, in an auto accident on Good Friday, have been released from Overland Park 

Medical Center and now are patients at Brookdale Rehab on Lahser Road Near 119th . 
• Dalie Ortet’s father remains in serious condition in Cuba. 
• Jim Kelly who has been diagnosed with stage 1 cancer with treatments to begin soon. 
• Sympathy to Dixie Kelly whose brother recently passed on to eternal life on April 23 in central Illinois; a 

second brother has been hospitalized. 
• Kathie Manda who is healing from eye and foot surgery. 
• Pat Hester’s friend, named Corrine, has a daughter, Lanie Walker, who has been diagnosed with MS.  
• Pat Hester’s friend, Kayla, who was in a coma and now is learning to walk and talk again.  
 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
• Stephanie Spears and Joy Yonga Choi, both of whom plan to go before the Regional Ordination Council in 

June, having completed all the requirements. On Palm Sunday, the congregation affirmed Joy seeking 
ordination from the Great Rivers Region. 

• Andy Schreiner who is graduating from Rockhurst University with his MS in Data Analytics at the end of 
this month! 

• Vonda Breedlove who has recovered from her broken leg bone and is coming to church with a cane! 
• Avery Kirton and Donte Tyree Graumann-Brown who were baptized in our church on April 24! 
• Aria Elizabeth Crosby who is now in good health after first months’ struggle with digestive issues 
• Robin King who was hired to be our new Office Manager. She began on April 18. She is 

the mother of two young children and has worked in the infant room of Punkin Patch. 
• Mariko & James Prigel’s grandson and Yui Tadokoro’s son, Cole Contreras, who turned 2 

on March 14th.  
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
• The on-going work of our mission team for our Afghan family; Parents and children 

appear to be thriving! The father now has a first job in America! 
• Dawn Kirton who hosted a wonderful Easter Breakfast and who arranged for a special 

lunch by an African American caterer in Topeka on our church’s trip to the Brown Vs. 
Board of Education Museum on April 22nd.  

• Megan Torres, who has served as our church office manager for the past two years. Megan has made a 
wonderful contribution to our church’s administrative life and we wish her the very best as she has 
accepted a full-time job at Burns and McDonnell. Her last day  April 28. 

 

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR… 
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — Cosette Kelly  
  

WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY… 
Kathleen Brown—Maybelle Logan—Geraldine Raines—Bobbie Matson—Joy Yonga Choi—Justin Prigel 
(military in Italy)  



RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 

Food Pantry Activity Dates 

Monday, May 9th – 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day  

Wednesday, May 12th – Deadline to Request Food  

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-
0250) anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., May 12th.  They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered 
before their request for food can be processed. 

Friday, May 14th 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

Saturday, May 15th 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 

If there are any questions, please call Claire Bolton, coordinator for the Food Pantry, at 
816.589.4678. 

In April, we gave $870 to the deacon communion offering to help those within and 
near to our church in transition or crisis. 

The May Communion Offering 

The May Communion Offering is for the American Baptist One Great Hour of Sharing Offering which 
provides humanitarian relief around the world, the year focusing upon refugees and displaced 

Ukrainians. 

Our church will use the lodge we gave to the Green Lake Conference Center in 
Wisconsin (free during this week) for the World Mission Conference of our 
denomination, July 4-9 (driving home on July 10.) The only cost is the conference 
registration. We prepare our meals in the lodge and the cost is only the food itself. So 
it’s a very economical week and transportation can be provided if needed. You will 
meet missionaries and global partners from around the world. Let us know ASAP. 

MONTHLY LABYRINTH WALKS BEGIN! 

What is a Labyrinth Walk? It is a silent, meditative, prayerful walk following the 
path of a labyrinth. You can’t lose your way or get lost. You just follow a circular 
path as you walk prayerfully. Someone will be on hand to offer explanation to 
those who have never walked a labyrinth. Our labyrinth is a beautiful, striking 
canvas cloth that fills over half of the Fellowship Hall. There is quiet, meditative 
music, candles, and chairs around the labyrinth. You may choose to come down 
and watch the labyrinth walk and pray from a chair. 

Many people in our society have been introduced to a labyrinth walk. To our knowledge, ours will be the only 
church with an indoor public monthly labyrinth walk on the first Saturday of each month from 3:00pm—
5:00pm. Upcoming Saturday walks are May 7, and June 4. On Sundays, the day after the Labyrinth Walk, 
when there is nothing else planned in the Fellowship Hall, we will leave the Labyrinth on the floor so our 
members can come downstairs after worship for a walk. 

We are in need of 2-3 more people to join the Labyrinth Walk Mission Team to host the labyrinth monthly. 
Invite your friends and neighbors! 



   

CHECK OUT THE CHURCH WEBSITE! 
How do I find sermons on the website?   

Go to our website: www.fbckcmo.net. 
1. A menu will appear on the top of the screen.   
2. Click “Worship Services”.  You will find the most recent sermon video displayed at the top of the page. 
3. To listen to the sermon, click on the video and press play. 
4. If a sermon text is available, a button titled “Resources” will display underneath the video. Click the button 

to download the text. 
5. You will see a listing of previous sermons, in order from most recent to oldest, at the very bottom of the 

page. Click the one you want to view.  It will display at the top of the page. Press play to begin viewing. 

YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT 

Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up and do a devotional. We meet via Zoom on Saturday evenings at 
8pm. Contact Pastor Dezo at 785.424.5779 for the Zoom link if you are interested.  

TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK-IN AND BIBLE STUDY 
We are studying of The Gospel of John online via Zoom! We start by checking in to make sure 
everyone is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly after. Tuesday mornings from 
10 – 11 am.  

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 

1.  Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Our March Finance Report continues a pattern of giving that does not live up to our 2022 
budget.  Our giving in March fell to $9,032, and the budget calls for $13,416. This has 
occurred every month so far this year. To date this year, we are behind the budget by $10,754. 
If this continues, it will create a budget issue.  If you are behind either in your pledged giving, 
or in the amount you hoped to give to the church in 2022, we urge you to catch up in May! 
 

Over-all income was at $15,703 with budget projection at $20,851. 
 

Expenses for March came to $35,361. Actual income was $15,703, so even with the 
endowment transfer of $6,666 each month (we haven’t made these transfers in 2022), we are 
still behind on income. 
   

Punkin Patch, with its bulging enrollments, is getting ahead on income, with a quarterly 
surplus at the end of March of $74,341. This includes all staff members now making at least 
$15 an hour.  They also recently received a $50,000 grant from the State of Missouri which we 
are using to replace the hall floor downstairs and make major playground improvements. 

National American Baptist Musicians Conference 

Dr. Fofo Jackson is planning to attend the National American Baptist Musicians Conference July 17-23 at 
Green Lake Assembly in Green Lake, Wisconsin. Please contact her for more information and if you would be 
interested in participating in the conference.  

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09


UPCOMING MAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

—In-person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website— 
 

PENTECOST SERIES 2022:  
“FINDING MY VOICE...FINDING OUR VOICES” 

Based on the Pentecost story in Acts of the early church finding its voice and through the miracle of 

communication was able to communicate the Gospel in all the known languages of the world. Many people 

were touched by hearing the story of Jesus in their own language, and as a result, they “found their voice!” In 

the same way, it is important for the church today to “find its voice” in a secularized, polarized world. And, in 

each of our personal journeys, it is important for each of us to “find our voice,” to be able to speak truthfully 

and forcefully from our heart. 

 May 1: “Do We Have Something to Say?” 
• What does our church have to say to the world around us? What is our “message”? The 

world around us has grown accustomed to the church saying, “No.” But we are a church 
with a positive message of “Yes!” Like the first church, we can’t just remain inside the 
‘language of the church,’ we have to speak words of life to this generation. Text: 2 Cor. 1: 
19-20. COMMUNION SUNDAY 

• Pastor Dezo, preaching 

 May 8: “My Mother’s Voice” 
• Mother’s Day; Mary’s voice was heard loud and clear even though she was a young 

teenager and lived in a patriarchal society. Text: Luke 1:38; 1:46-55. 
• Pastor Steve, preaching 

 May 15: “Finding My Voice” 
• Telling her story of finding her voice mid-way through her life. Toni is our pastoral intern 

this semester.  
• The Hand of Fellowship will be extended to new members 
• Toni Page, preaching 

 May 22: “What Makes ‘Finding Our Voice’ So Compelling?” 
• Acts 2:41 
• “So those who heard Peter’s voice and welcomed his message were baptized and that day 

about 3,000 were added.” We don’t see people thronging into churches these days. 
Indeed, we are worried that the pandemic will have cost many churches as most have 
come back only to half-strength. But if we speak Christ’s word, and live out that word in 
tangible ways, won’t God give the increase? (I Cor. 3:6-8). But will the increase come in 
unanticipated ways? This will conclude this Pentecost series. 

• Pastor Dezo, preaching 
• This is the Choir’s last Sunday performing before Summer Break 

 May 29: “Finding My Voice: What I’ve Learned as a Pastor” 
• Memorial Day tolling of the Bell for those who have passed on during the past year 
• Reflecting on 50 years as a pastor, Steve asks, “What have I learned?” Isaiah 50:4-5 has 

served as a theme passage for his ministry.  
• Pastor Steve, preaching 
• This will be Communion Sunday. 

On June 5, 3:00 pm, the Rev. Ray Schellinger, immigration specialist with International 
Ministries, ABC-USA will lead in an Immigration Workshop in our church, co-sponsored 
by the Buttry Peace Center at Central Seminary. 



• May 1st — “Do We Have Something to Say?” 
• May 3rd — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• May 4th — Handbell Choir 6:30 p.m.; Chancel Choir 7:30 p.m. 
• May 7th — Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• May 8th — Mother’s Day: “My Mother’s Voice” 
• May 9th — Monday, 1:15 p.m. Food Pantry Restocking Day 
• May 10th — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• May 11th — Handbell Choir 6:30 p.m.; Chancel Choir 7:30 p.m. 
• May 14th — Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• May 15th — “Finding My Voice” 
• May 17th — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• May 18th — Wednesday Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
• May 18th — Handbell Choir 6:30 p.m.; Chancel Choir 7:30p.m. 
• May 20th — Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders 
• May 21st — Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
• May 21st — Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• May 22nd — “What Makes ‘Finding Our  Voice’ So Compelling” 
• May 24th — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• May 28th — Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• May 29th — “Finding My Voice; What I’ve Learned as a Pastor” 
• May 30th — Office Closed in honor or Memorial Day 
• May 31st — Congregational Check-In and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 

MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 

We will continue  to encourage those who worship in the Sanctuary to wear masks in order to keep everyone 
healthy. The red cushions have now been returned to the pews. 

NEED VIDEO/SOUND/STREAMING VOLUNTEERS!   
We are still looking for a couple more volunteers to serve in the sound 
balcony on Sunday mornings. Talk with Bill Humenczuk or Matt Clingan. 

The Hand of Fellowship will be extended to new members on Sunday, May 15 in 
the morning worship service. If you have been considering joining our church, we 
invite you to do so before May 15 so we can celebrate your joining! There will be a 
reception for our new members after the service. 

Dear FBC,  
I feel so blessed to have been able to serve as your Office Manager for the past 2 years. 
Thank you all so much for allowing me to be part of your church family. I have received 
so much kindness, love, and support from each of you. I am excited for my new 
adventure as Mail Services Department Assistant (AKA mail room secretary) with Burns 
& McDonnell, but I will greatly miss being part of the FBC family. May God bless each 
of you and FBC! 
Love, Megan Torres 
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TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

May Birthdays 
Geneva Abel                       03 
Maybelle Rose Logan   09 
Matt Clingan                       11 
Jackson Clingan            11 
Zayda Harper            19 
Audrey Dibble            20 
Rachele Velez  20 
Lovie Harper   27 

Website:  www.fbckcmo.net 
TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON FACEBOOK AT 

 https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/   
TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO  

http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services  
The services will be posted on our website at 1:00 p.m. 

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services

