
Two Important Issues Facing Kansas City Police 
James Baldwin once said, “Not everything that is faced can be changed but nothing can be 
changed until it is faced.” There are two issues of urgent priority facing the Kansas City Police 
Department. Both arise from our membership in MORE2. 
1) The removal of the existing Kansas City Police Board in favor of local control: Ours is one 

of the only police departments of a major city where the city voters have almost no say in the 
management or conduct of its police department. This is because, dating from the Pendergast 
mob era, local control was lost and instead the Governor of the State appoints all the members 
of the KC Police Board, except for the mayor. Ironically, two members of the current KC Police 
Board were appointed by the corrupt former Governor of Missouri, Eric Greitens. 

 

      The KC Police Board meets monthly and is primarily a cheering section for the police. They do                 
      not provide hard accountability. These representatives have largely been white citizens of KC,  
      and very few have ever been appointed from the East side of KC and or from Kansas City       
      North. The Governors have paid little concern to represent the diversity of our city.  
 

      It is time to bring the accountability for the KC Police home so that the voters, who pay the  
      taxes, hold the police department responsible. Every other department in the city is accountable  
      to the voters through our duly elected city commissioners, including the Fire Department. 
 

      I have taken a strong stand on this issue, insisting that the State Legislature return local control  
      to the voters of Kansas City. One model for a new police commission would be to have one  
      representative from every council district, ensuring all parts of the city are represented. 
 

2) The removal of the Chief of Police, Rick Smith. Consistently, Chief Smith defends the police  
      and refuses to hold police accountable when mistakes are made. He has turned a deaf ear to  
      Investigations, even refusing to cooperate with the city’s District Attorney. He opposes local      
      control of his department, instead wishing to be accountable to the Governor of the state rather  
      than to KC taxpayers. 
 

      When Chief Daryl Forte was in office, he would readily admit mistakes by the Police, and was  
      open to dialogue with all groups within the city. Public trust was broadening. Chief Smith  
      represents a serious step backward from that more open stance. Efforts to communicate with  
      Chief Smith and to enter into dialogue are largely met with stone silence. I personally tried to  
      engage the Chief in a conversation about local control of the police and he politely but abruptly  
      ended the conversation. Chief Smith is a proponent of the “Blue Wall of Silence,” the police  
      resisting any criticism or improvement. 
 

      If you have been watching the trial of Derek Chauvin in Minneapolis, you have seen their Chief  
      of Police condemn the actions of his former officer. You have seen a number of police officials     
      state that his actions were wrong, leading to the death of George Floyd. This would never  
      happen in KC under the leadership of Chief Smith. 
 

      Gun violence is in no small part attributable to a lack of trust in the city police force. And the  
      leadership of the Chief is crucial to this trust, or lack thereof. 
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     This will not solve all the problems associated with the Kansas City police, with gun violence, and  
      our high homicide rate. But those problems will likely not improve without local control and  
      without a new Police Chief. 
 

      This stance does not reflect a lack of respect for the police, or a lack of support for their   
      sometimes dangerous work. It has to do with respecting police work in KC enough to insist that it  
      be the best that it possibly can be, just as has been modeled this past week by the Minneapolis  
      Police Dept. 
 

      The Heartland Presbytery of Kansas City (all Presbyterian churches in the KC region) has  
      recently taken a position calling for Chief Smith’s dismissal. MORE2 has taken a similar position     
      as have a number of civil rights organizations. 
 

      If individual members of the congregation would like to support these two statements 
      regarding the Kansas City Police, there is a sign-up sheet in the Commons. Feel free to  
      sign it (or not). After May 20, we will release the statement signed by individual members    
      of the congregation. It is not a position taken by the church as a whole. (If you will not be  
      in the church building before May 20, contact Megan Torres, the office manager, and she  
      will sign your name to the sheet at your request.) As a member of an historic church in  
      Kansas City, Missouri, feel free to sign it regardless of whether you live within the city   
      limits or the suburbs. 
 

      One note: Due to the separation of church and state, the church will never take a position on an     
      elected official, such as a race for President, Governor, etc. We will not engage in partisan  
      politics. However, the Police Chief is NOT an elected position, but an appointed position and thus  
      not in the arena of partisan politics. This statement was presented to the Church Executive  
      Council in April and the decision was made that the church as a whole would not be asked to take    
      a position, but individual members would be given opportunity to add their voice. 
‐ Stephen Jones 

   

CHECK OUT THE CHURCH WEBSITE! 
How do I find these sermons on the website?   

Go to our website: www.fbckcmo.net. 
1. A menu will appear on the top of the screen.   
2. Click “Worship Services”.  You will find the most recent sermon video displayed at the top of the page. 
3. To listen to the sermon, click on the video and press play. 
4. If a sermon text is available, a button titled “Resources” will display underneath the video. Click the button 

to download the text. 
5. You will see a listing of previous sermons, in order from most recent to oldest, at the very bottom of the 

page. Click the one you want to view.  It will display at the top of the page. Press play to begin viewing. 

YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT 

Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up and do a devo onal. We meet via Zoom on Saturday evenings at 
8pm. Contact Pastor Dezo at 785.424.5779 for the Zoom link if you are interested.  

 

The Youth Class will meet at 10 a.m. on Sunday Mornings via Zoom and In‐Person. 

Organist/Director of Music Position Applications now open  
We have been so blessed to have had MacKenzie Reed as our interim 
organist.  She has accepted a teaching position in June so her last Sunday 
with us is June 6.  That fits well with our intention to open the search for a 
permanent Organist/Music Director with applications due by June 1.  The 
Worship and Music Committee, chaired by Dr. Sandi Leonard, along with the 

pastors, serve as the search committee.  If you know of someone with the qualifications to apply, 
contact Sandi or the co-pastors for a Job Description. 



UPCOMING ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
— May Worship and Preaching Series in‐person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on 

Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website — 
 

“AWAKENINGS!” 
 

Sunday, May 2, An Awakening of Reality, Luke 4:16‐30. Communion Sunday. 
 The story of the hos le Nazarene reac on to Jesus’ homecoming; it was a wake‐up to Jesus that not everyone 

will be “on board” with his mission. 
 Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching. 

Sunday, May 9, A Jarring Awakening, Ma hew 15:21‐28. Mother’s Day.  

 The story of Jesus' interac on with the Syro‐Phoenician Mother, and how she awakened Jesus to his Gen le 
mission.  

 Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching 

Sunday, May 16, An Awakening of Resolve, Ma hew 16:21‐26.  

 The stories of Jesus' announcement of his des ny on the cross, mid‐way through his ministry, his awakening 
to his final des ny.  

 Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching. 
 This service will include the bap sms of Barry and Debbie Speert. 

Sunday, May 23, Pentecost Sunday; An Awakening of Unity, Acts 2:1‐4.  

 The story of Pentecost when the church came together with one voice, though speaking different languages.  
 Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching. 

Sunday, May 30, An Awakening of Faith, Acts 9:1‐19.  

 the story of Paul's Conversion  
 Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching 
 

Due to vaca on schedules, the co‐pastors are not alterna ng preaching the next two months. Dr. Jones is preaching 

A Special 3‐Week Thursday Evening Zoom Class in June: 
 

THEME: Jesus in "Old Testament" Perspective 
 

Taught by our newest church member, Mr. Barry Speert 
 

Barry is a biblical scholar who has taught in several seminaries, colleges, churches and synagogues 
throughout the KC region. 

 

Thursday, June 10, 7:00 pm Topic: Jesus and the Call of Abraham 
 

Thursday, June 17, 7:00 pm Topic: Jesus and the Ten Commandments 
 

Thursday, June 24, 7:00 pm Topic: Jesus and the Life of King David 
 

*Extensive Ques on & Answer will follow 25 minute opening presenta on each week 
*Suggested reading/s will be distributed in advance of each week's class 
*Video material will be used selec vely throughout the series 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 
1.       Go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?
pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09  
2.       Mee ng ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 
1.       Call 312.626.6799 
2.       Mee ng ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 

TAKEAWAY FOR PARTICIPANTS 
 

Come to see Biblical Judaism the way that Jesus saw it, with its strengths and weaknesses. 



 

 
WE PRAY FOR… 
 Bill Be eridge is a pa ent at St. Luke’s Plaza s ll recupera ng from a blood infec on. The infec on 

reached his pacemaker which had to be removed. A new pacemaker will be installed once the infec on 
has been en rely cleared. 

 Peg Morgan who was recently hospitalized for two weeks at St. Joe’s Hospital following a fall in her home 
and a broken arm. She is now home and receiving physical therapy and making progress. 

 Pa y Van at home, staying well 
 Melba McIntosh has remaining respiratory issues but ge ng stronger 
 Carole Raines who will be back in KC visi ng church and friends from April 29 through May 10; her phone 

number is the same. 
 Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Chris ne Rinck, in serious health decline in Ireland and Chris’ nephew, 

Ron Engle, dealing with cancer in Texas 
 Debbie Ebright experiencing serious back pain and asks for our prayers 
 Sue Hansen working to regain strength in her le  leg, now at home 
 Pat Logan, at home, in weakened condi on 
 Sherry Mustapha, at home, dealing with back pain and respiratory issues 
 Daylin R. Ortet’s brother who died recently in Cuba from covid‐19, leaving a wife and children 
 LaMoine Tatum has recovered from covid‐19 and back to work 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
 Claire Bolton who came forward transferring her membership to our church last Sunday, April 25!  Claire 

has been an ac ve par cipant since before the pandemic, and a weekly par cipant in the Tuesday zoom 
gathering.  Originally from West Virginia, she has been a resident of the KC region since the late 70's.  For 
many years she was a school librarian with the KCK district.  In recent years, she has served as a librarian, 
part‐ me, with the KCK Community College.  Welcome, Claire!  

 Dixie and Jim Kelly for purchasing a memorial gi  of four new rose bushes, mulch, and fer lizer for our 
church rose gardens. They are in memory of: Mary Collins, Flo Burge, Brenda Brown and Martha Brown. 

 Dawn Kirton for preparing the recep on for Gia Dean on April 25 at the close of service 
 Gary and Cheryl Twigg who have volunteered to care for our church’s two rose gardens this summer! 
 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
 Debbie Speert who made a first‐ me profession of faith in Christ coming forward on April 18. Debbie 
       has worked for over 30 years as a teacher with deaf students, for many of those years at the School for 
       the Deaf in Olathe. She is married to Barry Speert and they have a young adult son, Ma . Debbie and 
       Barry both come from the Jewish faith and will be bap zed on Sunday, May 16. We are thrilled to have 
        this ar culate and though ul couple become ac ve members of our congrega on. 
 April 11 was our first service to include a children’s conversa on and the 

chancel stairs were filled, mostly with infants, toddlers, and parents! 
 Gia Armani Kay Dean who was dedicated in our service on April 25 

 



March Financial Report 
Our giving in March was very high.  In pledges and givers of record, we gave $17,963, and the budget called 
for $12,846.  For the first three months of 2021, we have given $41,418, and the budget called for 
$38,538.  All other giving categories look on‐target.  
 

Expenses  for the month, were $27,985, while the budget allows $26,736.  We have not yet had to make an 
endowment withdrawal in 2021, as the budget allows for $7,000 a month or $21,000 for the first 
quarter. This is a strong sign of our finances at this me.  We an cipate an endowment contribu on soon but 
not at the budgeted level.  
 

Punkin Patch has truly struggled financially during the pandemic.  Enrollment dropped significantly while we 
provided an essen al service for many families.  We are thrilled to note that we are again approaching full 
enrollment and in March, for the first me in well over a year, Punkin Patch's income exceeded its expenses 
by nearly  $12,000.  For the year, PP has now cut their deficit to $14,416.  This is wonderful news!  By the end 
of May, we could be "back in the black" again!  

EGG‐tas c Easter! 
Thank you to everyone who par cipated in this year’s Easter egg hunt and to all those who donated candy 

and plas c eggs for the kids to find. It was a great success! We look forward to being able to host our normal, 
en re community Easter celebra on again next year! 

WE REJOICE WITH…(CONTINUED) 

 Adi, our Office Manager’s 10 year old daughter, whose custody judgement and 
outcome turned out be er than expected; the Torres family appreciates your prayers. 
They are looking forward to this new season of all 3 parents trying to work together. 

 In church on April 25, James Parham (a nuclear engineer with the U.S. Department of 
Energy in Washington DC.) expressed his deep apprecia on and affec on for 
Stephanie Spears, and then went down on a knee with a diamond ring in his hand and 
asked her to marry him.  With breath taken away, she was able to respond, "Yes, I will!"  The 
congrega on erupted in celebra on!  A wedding date in our sanctuary hasn't yet been set.  We also 
celebrated Stephanie's 17‐year 
quest to earn her Masters of 
Divinity Degree from Central 
Seminary.  She was presented 
with four liturgical stoles, made 
in Italy, in honor of her 
gradua on. 

  

WE SHARE OUR LONG‐TERM 
PRAYER FOR… 
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — JoAnn Gardner — Roberta Stevenson— Randal Palmer — Cose e Kelly  
 

WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY… 
Kathleen Brown — Maybelle Logan — Geraldine Raines — Bobbie Matson — Joy Yonga Choi—Jus n Prigel 
(military in South Korea)  

Adi and all of her parents at 
the Zoo: Alan & Megan 
(front), Sarah & Adi (back) 



 

RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 

NOTICE!  Starting this month, the Red Bridge Food Pantry has resumed accepting donations of non
-perishable items from FBC church members and from other churches in the community, primarily 
St. Peter & All Saints and St. Thomas More. 
 
Items needed for the Food Pantry in the month of May are:  

Natural or low sugar jelly 
Whole wheat pasta 
Canned soup (reduced sodium) 
Canned soup (regular) – need varieties other than chicken noodle or “cream of (blank)”  
Toothpaste 
Facial tissues (square boxes) 
Paper towels 
Dish detergent, small bottles (7-10 oz. size) 
Laundry detergent (37-50 oz. size) 

Food Pantry Activity Dates 
May 3 Monday – 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day  

May 12 Wednesday – Deadline to Request Food  

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-
0250) anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., May 12.  They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered 
before their request for food can be processed. 

May 14 Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

May 15 Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 

If there are any questions, please call Dina Giesler, coordinator for the Food Pantry, at 
816.665.5301. 

We gave $1311 to the Deacon’s Fund in April. Thank you. 

The May Communion Offering 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING: In May of every year, we receive the One 
Great Hour Of Sharing offering of the American Bap st Churches. This is our disaster and 
humanitarian relief fund used around the USA and around the world. Funds channel 
immediately to places of need. Give generously through the month of May. This fund 
has helped persons in the path of the West Coast forest fires, persons suffering from 
covid‐19, an extremely ac ve hurricane season, flooding and tornadoes. 

Yui Tadokoro has been interested in exploring commercial photography as a 
career.  Recently, I asked her to take my picture in marke ng for my recent book, and Yui 
can even make me look good!  So, she has natural talent.  She'd be interested in doing 
photography for families, businesses, weddings or gradua ons, etc., if you want to 
contact her and contract with her.  It would be a way of encouraging her and also a way of 
helping her discern if this is the direc on she wants to move professionally.  We only had 
a few minutes to work on the photo that I needed, and in that short me, plus a li le 

"magic" me she devoted at home, she produced an excellent product.  If you go to my author's page on 
Amazon.com, you can see the work she did.  Contact her at ytadokoro03@gmail.com if you have a 
photographic need!  ‐ Stephen Jones 



 

 

 

 

 May 1st—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng 
 May 2nd— “An Awakening of Reality” 
 May 4th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
 May 6th—Punkin Patch Pre‐K Gradua on in the Sanctuary 4:30 p.m. 
 May 8th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng 
 May 9th— “An Jarring Awakening”/Mother’s Day 
 May 12th—Wednesday Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
 May 14th—Friday, 1:15‐3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders 
 May 15th—Saturday, 9:00‐11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
 May 15th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng 
 May 16th— “An Awakening of Resolve” 
 May 18th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
 May 22nd—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng 
 May 23rd— “An Awakening of Unity”/Pentecost Sunday 
 May 25th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
 May 29th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng 
 May 30th— “An Awakening of Faith” 
 May 31st—Memorial Day: Church Office Closed 

TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK‐IN AND BIBLE STUDY 
We con nue to study of The Gospel of Luke online via Zoom! We start by checking in to make 
sure everyone is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly a er. Tuesday mornings 
from 10 – 11 am. Each week, the zoom link to this Dialogue and Bible study will be sent to the 
congrega on so you can link in. 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 

1.  Go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Mee ng ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 

2.   Mee ng ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

SUNDAY JOURNEYS BIBLE STUDY  
On Sundays we meet via Zoom and in person at 9:30am. A rota on of teachers will be 
teaching this interac ve class weekly using the Judson Quarterly, ‘Journeys.’ Call the church 
office if you would like the new quarterly mailed to you. 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 
1.       Go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?
pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09  
2.       Mee ng ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 
1.       Call 312.626.6799 
2.       Mee ng ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 



First Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri 
Rev. Dezo Schreiner, Dr. Stephen D Jones, & 

Rev. Stephanie Spears, Pastors 
100 W Red Bridge Road 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

May Birthdays 
Geneva Abel  03 
Maybelle Rose Logan   09 
Matt Clingan  11 
Jackson Clingan  11 
Zayda Harper          19 
Audrey Dibble  20 
Rachele Velez   20 
Lovie Harper    27 

Website:  www. ckcmo.net 
TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON FACEBOOK GO TO 

 h ps://www.facebook.com/ ckc/   
TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO  

h p:// ckcmo.net/worship‐services  
The streaming service on our website will be online at 1:00 p.m. 

To all mothers and those filling the role 
of a mother. Thank you for all you do! 


