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When God Isn’t Shouting…
I wonder why we experience God subtly more often than our getting knocked to the ground? I was knocked
to the ground once, in college, when I kept turning away from God’s call to pastoral vocation. I wouldn’t listen. I wasn’t receptive at all. Yet, God was in pursuit, and today, I am so glad, because subtlety wouldn’t
have worked with me at that time. I had grown up with one model of pastoral ministry in my life and I knew
I wanted no part of that. Thanks for asking, but, no thank you.
If that was my “Damascus Road”, when God would not
let me go, that was likely my only experience of it. That
is not to say that God hasn’t spoken (whispered) to me.
Of course. Never predictably, but not infrequently either. But I have also experienced God’s silence – which
is not the same thing as God’s absence. I’ve been doing
a lot of reading during these stay-home days, and I likely wouldn’t have picked up this book except that I read
a quote from it that intrigued me. It’s by an African
American woman, Renita J. Weems, a professor at Vanderbilt School of Theology (“Listening for God”). She
writes,
“I had to fall in and out of love with God a thousand times before I finally figured out that it was all right to
fall in and out of love a thousand times, that just because God is silent doesn’t mean that God is absent.
(Renita grew up in a “thunderous” Pentecostal church in the South). I had grown so accustomed in believing
in a God who spoke thunderously and in spectacular ways that I didn’t think I could survive when it came
time to stumble in divine silence. Just as noise cannot always be helpful, neither is God’s silence always our
fault. It is just part of the journey.” (p. 22, Touchstone Books)
The reason that I might have not originally purchased the book is because it is about a Christian theologian
who felt God’s distance, even absence, and did not know how to admit that to herself or to others. I already
own several books like this. But, in fact, her book shows great courage. I am reminded of Mother Theresa
who felt this absence throughout her life and did not know how to admit it publicly. I have seasons when I
do not as actively pursue God’s Presence. We were talking the other day in one of our zoom Bible classes
about this passage, “Once when Jesus was praying in solitude…” (Lk 9:18, NAB) And I asked the group just to
dwell on that verse for a while. I asked, “Do you regularly pray in solitude? Are you disciplined to pray and
connect with God on your own?” Several joined me in admitting that we aren’t so good at praying in solitude. That it is easier and more effective to pray alongside and through others.
These days, we’ve lost the “alongside-ness” of life, and thus, if we need others “up close and personal” to

sustain our spiritual connection with God, we may find ourselves challenged.

Renita went on to say, “Perhaps God is not silent, but rather in waiting – waiting for human beings to gather their thoughts, compose themselves, regain their speech, and find
their way back into the give-and-take of intimacy with God… God awaits our finding ways
to carve sentences out of the silence.” (p. 67) We all go through periods of spiritual dryness, seasons of pause, times of waiting. And we can’t demand that God meet us on our
terms. We have to go halfway. Renita says it this way, “The issue in prayer is not to pray
because we are certain, but to pray because we are un-certain.” (p. 41)
I am convinced God is speaking today. We are more comfortable inside our spiritual routines. Gathering, as
we do, together, in public prayer and praise in our sanctuary or prayer with smaller groups. But God is still
speaking, maybe through a pandemic, maybe throughout a pandemic, maybe in spite of a pandemic. And
maybe God is speaking in the silence and the separation. – Dr. Stephen Jones

UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Online Sundays at 11 am
— Worship and Preaching Series —

“PENTECOST, WHEN…”
How can we celebrate Pentecost when…?
•

Communion Sunday, May 3rd: “Pentecost, When We Are Isolated and Alone”
•
•

•

Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10th : “Pentecost, When Things Seem Out of Our Control”
•
•

•

•

Stephen Jones, preaching
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves,
you know that summer is near. So also, when you see all these things, know that God is near.”
Matthew 24:32-35

Sunday, May 24th: “Pentecost, When So Much Has Been Taken From Us”
•
•

•

Dezo Schreiner, preaching
We tend to be creatures of control, yet much of that is an illusion. “God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble…” Psalm 46:1-3

Sunday, May 17th: “Pentecost, When Hope is a Foreign Language”
•

•

Stephen Jones, preaching
How will we be different when we come back together? Absence can make the heart grow fonder.
What can we never take for granted again? John 6:60-69

Dezo Schreiner, preaching
“We had hoped that he would be the one who would redeem Israel…” Luke 24:21 Sometimes, our
expectations don’t match God’s design. It feels like much has been taken. Has anything been given?

Pentecost Sunday, May 31st, Memorial Weekend: “Pentecost, When We Seem Powerless”
•
•
•

Stephen Jones, preaching
“You shall receive Power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you…” Acts 1:8
Tolling of the Bells for those who have passed on to Eternal Life since last Memorial Day.

WE PRAY FOR…
• Dawn Kirton entered KU medical center last week, was diagnosed with
pneumonia, and was released to go home.
• Rev. Joe Kutter passed on to eternal life on May 7th. We pray for his wife
Peggy and their family.
• Patty Van at home
• Duane and Cosette Kelly (Duane is in declining heath) He is Jim Kelly’s
brother
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, in serious health decline
in Ireland
• Lynn and Leonard Barbee continuing loving care in their home for their youngest grandchildren;
• Pat Logan, home regaining strength and mobility following broken hip
• The family of Martha Brown, upon her passing at St. Joseph’s Hospital in April. She had just been
diagnosed with colon cancer. In the final hours of her life, she was able to receive phone calls
from both of her daughters. A memorial service in our sanctuary will be held later this year.
• Nick Tortellet, husband of Laurie Young Tortellet, diagnosed with stage 4 neuroendocrine cancer
• Becky Boden who has been in the hospital but is now home
• Mariko Prigel’s sister-in-law in Japan who recently had serious but successful surgery
• The college seniors trying to find jobs during this tough economic time.
WE GIVE THANKS FOR…
• Our incredible Tech Team Volunteers, in particular Andy Schreiner, Daichi Tadakoro, and Bill Humenczuk who produce a beautiful weekly streaming of our worship service! Andy who has assisted so many in learning how to participate in zoom!
WE REJOICE WITH…
• Joy Yonga Choi and her daughter, Faith, safely returned home to
South Korea on May 1st. They are in quarantine in their home until
the 15th. We congratulate Faith upon her acceptance at Berklee
School of Music in Boston this Fall.
• Yui Tadokoro Contreras and her husband, Alex, upon the birth of
Cole Alexander (depicted on the right), born on April 14 (Daichi’s
birthday!) at Lakeside Hospital in Lee’s Summit. They are staying
at the Prigel’s. Cole weighed 8.3 lbs. and 20 inches long!
• Cameron Leonard graduating on May 16 from the Missouri University of Science and Technology in Rolla with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Aerospace Engineering!
• Pastor Stephanie who is staying in the DC area during the pandemic working remotely. We miss her!
WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR…
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — JoAnn Gardner — Roberta Stevenson — Pat Logan — Randal
Palmer — Preston Williams (Terri Freeman’s brother) — Duane and Cosette Kelly
WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY…
Kathleen Brown — Maybelle Logan — Geraldine Raines — Bobbie Matson — Joy Yonga Choi

Meetings: By now, most FBC meetings have moved to online meetings with Zoom, except for those related
to the food pantry.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

May — ABWM May meeting Cancelled
May 3rd— Journeys Bible Study (via Zoom at 2pm)
May 5th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10am)
May 10th— Journeys Bible Study (via Zoom at 2pm)
May 11th— Food Pantry Stocking Day (FBC at 1:15 pm)
May 12th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10am)
May 15th— Food Pantry Bagging Day (FBC from 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm)
May 16th— Food Pantry Distribution Day (FBC from 9:00 am – 11:00 am)
May 16th— Labyrinth Prayer Walk Cancelled
May 17th— Journeys Bible Study (via Zoom at 2pm)
May 17th— Kansas City Jazz Vespers with Charles Williams Trio Cancelled
May 19th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10am)
May 24th— Journeys Bible Study (via Zoom at 2pm)
May 26th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10am)
May 31st— Journeys Bible Study (via Zoom at 2pm)

We are pleased that the child care licensing agencies have encouraged Punkin Patch Child Development Center to remain open through the pandemic. There are strict new guidelines that must be followed, but PPCD
is open and serving children daily! Some children are beginning to return.

WHEN CAN WE GATHER AGAIN IN OUR SANCTUARY?
We are all looking forward to this day with anticipation and joy, not only for being able to be together
again, but it will be a sign of progress against the
pandemic. We will be following the leadership of
Kansas City Mayor Quinton Lucas, who right now
limits any gathering to ten people or less. This
doesn’t appear at this time to have changed following the relaxation of standards around May 15. We
want to keep everyone safe and to do our part to
limit the transmission of this virus. We give thanks
that, to date, we have no reported cases in our congregation. The Pastors and Moderators will carefully
monitor the situation and give you as much advance
notice as possible.

ONLINE TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK-IN AND BIBLE STUDY
We will continue to study of The Gospel of Luke online through Zoom! We start by checking
in to make sure everyone is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly after. Tuesday
mornings from 10 – 11 am. Each week, the zoom link to this Dialogue and Bible study will be
sent to the congregation so you can link in.

ADULT LEARNING COMMUNITY CLASS
We will continue to meet online through Zoom, on Sundays at 2:00 pm. The zoom link to this
class will be sent by email to everyone in the church before each meeting. A rotation of
teachers including Dr. Bill Rinck will be teaching this interactive class weekly using the Judson
Quarterly, ‘Journeys’.

YOUTH HANGOUT
A fun get together on Sundays at 1 pm by Zoom with Mariko Prigel
and Daichi Tadokoro.

YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT
Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up on life in the crisis, play
some games, and do a devotional. We meet via Zoom on Tuesday
and Saturday evenings at 8pm. Contact pastor Dezo for the Zoom
link if you are interested.

ZOOM NOTES
If you have a computer or a smartphone, you can participate in a Zoom meeting with audio
and video. You can also just use a regular phone to connect via audio only. It is more fun if
you can participate through a device that has a camera so you can both see and be seen, but
it is not required. Zoom is relatively easy to learn, so if you still want to learn how to log onto
zoom, contact of one of the pastors and they will find a trainer to assist.

RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY
Due to the Coronavirus, contributions of food are DOWN.
Reminder we stock Monday, May 11, 1:15 pm
• May 15 Friday,1:30 – 3:30 pm Sacking Day for the Red Bridge Food Pantry We will fill the sacks for families in need in our wider community. Please speak with Sue Hansen if you can help.
• May 16 Saturday, 9:00 – 11:00 am Pick Up day. If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have
them call the Food Pantry line 913-313-0250 and be sure to speak slowly when leaving their phone number and to answer ALL the questions. They must answer when called back
NEEDS FOR MAY
Canned items: Potatoes - regular Soups - reduced sodium only Fruit - in 100% fruit juice only
MOST NEEDED ITEM
Laundry detergent – small- and medium-sized bottles
OTHER REQUESTED ITEMS
Jelly, regular or natural fruit spread -- smaller jars (approx. 17-18 oz.) Raisin Bran cereal Saltine crackers -both salted and unsalted tops, Instant mashed potatoes -- small packages or small/medium sized boxes
Boxed meals, such as Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper, etc. Liquid dish soap – small bottles only 4-roll
packages of toilet paper
If there are any questions, Dina can be reached at 816.665.5301

NICARAGUA MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER
We will be collecting clean clothing and linens as soon as we are able to gather together and continue that
effort through the fall. Please bag them and save them until we can meet again. We will collect shoes, belts,
and purses later on. We will also accept books, please put them in a separate box from the clothing. Thanks
for helping the mission team!
The plant sale is scaled down and postponed a month. The mulch delivery is also on hold.
—-Margo Humenczuk for the Nicaragua Mission Team 2021

Thank you for continuing to send in your photos to be displayed on our
weekly Worship Services and in our Newsletter. Keep them coming!

THEY GROW UP SO FAST
2 months-old Rhys Hessel - Mariko and James’ grandson

9 months-old Benjamin and Charlotte Schreiner

3 weeks-old Cole Contreras - Mariko and James’ grandson

3 months-old Brielle Crosby - Pastor Steve and Jan’s granddaughter
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THANK YOU

Geneva Abel
Maybelle Rose Logan
Matt Clingan
Jackson Clingan
Shirley Kane
Cassie Shumate
Zayda Harper
Audrey Dibble
Rachele Velez
Lovie Harper

03
09
11
11
15
18
19
20
20
27

We want to extend a
huge thank you to
our church family for
the gifts, love, support, and prayers.
We are now the
grandparents of 2
beautiful baby boys.
Thank you!!
Blessings, James and
Mariko

