
COULD IT BE THE SUNSHINE? 
 
 

We’ve had a few days of overcast skies. Sunday, Feb. 26 was supposed to be a warm day approaching the 
60’s, and it turned out to be a rainy day with temperatures in the 40’s, with dense clouds covering the sky. It 
wasn’t until we moved to Seattle that I discovered that I am quite affected by overcast days. Seattle, as you 
may know, has 9 months of misty rain with overcast skies and occasional sunshine. If you want to visit 
Seattle, go between mid-July through early October. It’s dry and the skies are clear. I was living in Seattle for 
likely two years before I realized the negative impact that overcast skies had upon my temperament. On 
normal days, there might be a few fleeting moments of sunshine, and I learned to drop whatever I was doing 
and go outdoors and that helped a lot. 

 

So, today, its Monday, Feb. 27, and it couldn’t more beautiful outside. Beautiful warmish weather, and 
absolutely clear skies. And the world just seems a better place to live! It’s hard to feel discouraged on a day 
like this, in February, no less! (Yes, I know, winter isn’t over yet!) 

 

So, maybe it’s just the sunshine, but I want to report on some positive things happening in our church: 
 

1) Congregational Dinners – I can’t believe that with under 50 people physically present in our congregation, 
we have pulled off successful congregational dinners since October.. What a joy to be downstairs in 
Fellowship Hall, with the meals provided by our members – often 12 or more volunteering to help cook or 
bring salads and desserts. And a great spirit is shared around the tables. We NEED table fellowship after such 
a long period of isolation and I sense folks are really enjoying being back together again. 

 

2) January Giving – what a great month January was in terms of our financial health! We set an ambitious 
level for congregational giving in our 2023 budget of $150,000, and in January we came close to giving at 
that level! Our budget called for our giving $12,500 and we gave $11,705, just $800 shy of our target. That is 
one of our largest months over the last year. Our budget expenditures were under budget by around $1300. 
Let’s hope we can keep this up! 

 

3) Jazz Vespers begins again after a winter break with the Sons of Brasil, a Latin-jazz group that has been very 
popular with our audiences in years past. It’s Sunday, March 19, 6 PM. Spread the word! 

 

4) The Labyrinth Walks begin again this Saturday, March 4, 3-5 pm. Honestly, we have yet to find the 
“audience” in the public or in the congregation that would make the walks worthwhile. But we believe in the 
spiritual impact Labyrinth Walks can have! 

 

5) We have begun to attract prospective members again and this is most encouraging. Let us pray for more 
persons interested in the uniqueness our church can offer! 

 

6) We went through a long period in which we had NO children in worship, and now it’s been a longer period 
with children every Sunday morning! This is most encouraging and our reorganization of our children’s 
ministry is paying off! 

 

7) For around six months, our average attendance was in the 30’s on Sunday mornings and since Advent we 
have grown to the 40’s. We still have a wonderful group participating through live-streaming. 

 

8) We’re launching the EGGSTRAVAGANZA this year for our children, for Punkin Patch children and for 
children in surrounding neighborhoods. It’s on Saturday, April 8, 10 am to noon. This outreach 
communicates that First Baptist Church CARES about children! 
9) MORE2 has been working on returning local control to KC Police, and our church has recruited eight of 
our members who served as ambassadors, each getting 22 others to sign on support! Few other 
congregations have responded so well! 
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MONTHLY LABYRINTH WALKS! 
LABYRINTH WALK RESUMES ON SATURDAY, MARCH 4th, 3-5 pm in 
Fellowship Hall. Please help us spread the word. We need a team of hosts 
on that day to help make this a significant Labyrinth Walk. 

2023 Flower Calendar 

The 2023 Flower Calendar is now posted on the bulletin board 
in the commons area. If you are interested in providing chancel 

flowers please write your name on the date on the calendar 
and Kathie Manda will contact you for details. 

LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS: 
* A Dedicated Classroom just for FBC children: The Wilson room 

 

* A Dedicated Classroom just for FBC Youth (grades 6-12). The Youth room 
 
 

CHILDREN: Our co-pastors are now leading in Children’s Church on a weekly basis. They go out with the children after 
the offering and join Amelie and the children in a time of worship. 
 

YOUTH: The Teen class continues with Pastor Steve at 9:30 am Sunday morning in the Youth Room. 
 

YOUNG ADULTS: We want to make a concerted effort to reach out to young adults who live in the KC area. 
 

INFANTS: The Quiet Room for infants and toddlers in the “JAMS” classroom. The closed-circuit TV in that room shows 
our worship service “live.” 
 
*The Journeys Bible Study Class, open to all adults, has an exciting new curriculum beginning in September. 
These lessons are thought-provoking and lend themselves to group Bible study. 9:30 -10:30 am in Cross- 
Generations Class 

MARCH CONGREGATIONAL DINNER 
Sunday, March 12th, Noon 

Menu: Fried chicken, baked potato bar, salads and desserts 
Cost: $5.00 

 

We need volunteers to:  
• 2:00pm on Saturday, March 11th, set up tables and 
chairs for the meal 
• Salads provided by volunteers 
• Desserts provided by volunteers 
• Volunteers to help in the kitchen at 9:30am, March 12th 
• Volunteers to help clean up the kitchen and fellowship 
hall after the meal 

 
Program: ABC Missionary to Hungary, Carmella Jones; and singing Irish Folk Songs 

with Marilyn Greene  

 

There seems to be a positive, uplifting spirit in our congregation, a sense that God is moving in our 
midst and leading us into our future!! 
 

The sun is out, and God is alive in our midst! What more could we ask for? 
 

-  Pastor Steve 



WE PRAY FOR… 
• Sue Hansen is now living at the Brookdale Nursing Center off 119 th Street. 
• Gary Twigg is showing good progress and Cheryl and Gary have returned to church after his 

recovery period. 
• Patty Van at home, staying well 
• Bill Betteridge at Bickford Care Center in Raytown. Pat Betteridge is home, dealing with back 

pain and respiratory issues. 
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, and Mary Ann, granddaughter, in health 

decline in Ireland. 
• Geraldine (Gerry) Raines in nursing care in northern Arkansas 
• Debbie Ebright experiencing back pain and asks for our prayers 
• Jerry is receiving care at Brookdale Nursing Center; Sherry Mustapha is at home, gaining 

strength 
• Dawn Kirton is now in Antigua attending the funeral of her mother. Brittany and Avery 

Kirton have joined her. 
• Dixie Kelly’s brother, Wilbur, in final stages in NYC 
• Prayers for Fofo Jackson making strong progress in her pregnancy 
• Janelle Jones recovering from pneumonia 
• James and Mariko Prigel, expressing their gratitude for so many positive experiences in our 

church, have requested removal of their membership to make way for future commitments 
elsewhere 

• Carol Wade, daughter of Irene Howard, remains in nursing care in Briarcliff area 
• A member of our congregation undergoing chemo treatments for cancer. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
• Pastor Dezo who went through orientation last week as a new member of ABC-USA 

International Ministries Board. Pastor Steve led the first meeting of the ABC Great Rivers 
Regional Board on 2/13. Pastor Dezo will be away the month of June attending her doctor 
of ministry studies in Chicago. Pastor Steve will be away on vacation March 22-29. 

 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
• Eyvonne Walker played the clavinova with the A Flat Orchestra and the founder of the 

orchestra gave tribute to Eyvonne for her encouraging role in the early years of the youth 
urban orchestra 

• Members of the Black History Month Committee who planned a full schedule during BHM 
with three extra events which were all well received by our congregation! Jessie Carpenter 
chaired this large team of volunteers. 

• Jackson Clingan, proud drummer with the RayPech Jazz Band, just received the highest 
rating for a high school jazz band in a recent competition at Warrensburg! 

 

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR… 
Maybelle Logan—Bobbie Matson—Justin Prigel (military in Italy) — Becky Boden  
— Joann Jamerson (Roberta Stevenson’s sister) — David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) —  
Cosette Kelly  



RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY ACTIVITY DATES 
Monday, March 6th — 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day 
(Volunteers Needed!) 

Wednesday, March 15th — Deadline for clients call Food 
Pantry Phone Line 

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them 
call the Food Pantry Line (816–908-7800) anytime BEFORE 
6 p.m. on Wed., March 15th. They will need to provide the 
requested information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be 
answered before their request for food can be processed. 

Red Bridge Food Pantry NEEDS — March 2023: 

 Cooking Oil 
 Flour 
 Dish Soap 
 Laundry Detergent 
 Dried Lentils 
 Dried Garbanzo Beans 

Contact Claire Bolton with any questions at 816.589.4678 

Join our mission team in helping new mothers and infants in Nicaragua 
 

When our mission team goes to Nicaragua in January 2024 we’ll be doing several different projects, 

depending on the needs of the community where we’ll serve. We work along side our AMOS (A Mission 

of Hope and Health in Nicaragua) staff. There’s one project we already know we’ll be doing and that’s 

providing some layettes for new mothers and their babies. AMOS community health promoters have 

helped reduce the number of maternal and newborn deaths to zero by providing timely prenatal 

education and care and by encouraging mothers to deliver in a hospital or government maternity 

facility. AMOS’s goal is that each mother who completes the AMOS prenatal care program and delivers 

her baby in a medical facility is given a layette to help her care for her newborn. However, AMOS needs 

volunteers to provide the layettes. 

Here’s where you can help! We have set a goal of taking 21 layettes with us to Nicaragua to be used by 

the local health promotors. Each layette costs about $30 to make. With some previous donations and 

finding some “warehouse sales” on diapers, we’ve cut the cost quite a bit, but still need funds to cover 

the cost of the diapers we did purchase, some t shirts, gowns and diaper pins. If you’d like to help cover 

the cost of the layettes we’d welcome your donation by either increasing your donation to the Penny 
Fund, or by including funds with your monthly financial gift to the church. Please note “Nica project” or 

“Layettes” on your check or other donation so the funds will be used to offset the cost of the layette 

supplies. 

If you’d prefer to purchase items and make a donation of goods, we still need lots of diaper pins, a 

package of 10 flatfold cloth diapers (not prefolded), 16 new infant gowns (not sleep sacs) in unisex 

colors (yellow, green, tan, white, grey, orange) and 16 zip closure plastic bags gallon size. Items can be 

given to Margo Humenczuk or Diana Parker. 

Each layette contains: 1 gallon zip closure plastic bag 5 flat fold cloth diapers 

1 blanket 6 diaper pins 1 hat 

2 infant sleep gowns 2 shirts (1 newborn + 1 larger) 2 pair socks 

Thanks so much for supporting a healthy start for babies in poor, rural communities in Nicaragua! 

Spotlight On Sandi Leonard  
I first attended FBC on Easter Sunday in 1993, for a Sunrise Service.  I grew up American Baptist in God-

dard, KS so I felt right at home.  The choir roped me in, the organ got me hooked, and here I’ve stayed. I 

own Whole Health Pet Center in Raymore, a holistic veterinary clinic. Besides the DVM, I’m certified in 

Acupuncture, Animal Chiropractic, and Veterinary Chinese Food Therapy.  My hobbies include my chick-

ens, gardening, reading, and LOTS of agility with my three whippets.  I also love to cook when I have time.  

My husband Ron and I live on 5 acres outside Peculiar, MO.  Ron is an engineer in management at 

ScriptPro in Mission, KS.  Our oldest son Kit is engaged to Kalee Anderson and living near Houston, TX 

looking for a Physics job.  Cameron will finish his MS in Aerospace Engineering from Purdue in May.   

Agility is definitely my passion.  We compete about 2 weekends a month and my dogs have competed 

several times at national level competitions.   My youngest dog, Brand, may well surpass his uncles so we’re showing quite a bit to 

help him achieve some goals.   

My reading interests are usually Science Fiction, Fantasy, and historical romance, but I also occasionally read classics, history, or 

business or political commentary.  I’m a card-carrying member of the Libertarian party—all your freedoms,  all the time!  I enjoy 

watching stand-up comedy and cooking shows but otherwise have little interest in TV.  But I do watch K-State football and basket-

ball and of course the Chiefs! 



—In-person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website— 
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP IN MARCH: 
 

LENTEN THEME: “CHOSENNESS” 

Jesus was chosen by God to stand in for God in all the world’s brokenness, suffering, and hope. He was 
chosen by God to endure the suffering of the cross with the promise of the tomb. 

 Second Sunday of Lent: 
 March 5th: “Chosen for Compassion”, Luke 7:18-23 

 Jesus as a model for healing. 
  Pastor Steve, preaching. Holy Communion. 

 Third Sunday of Lent: 
 March 12th: “Chosen to be Human”, Philippians 2:5-8 

 To be a modle for how to be fully human.  
  Pastor Dezo, preaching. Daylight Savings change. 

 Fourth Sunday of Lent: 
 March 19th: “Chosen to Suffer”, Luke 23:26-31 

 Pastor Steve, preaching. 

 Fifth Sunday of Lent: 
 March 26th: “Chosen to Die”, Luke 18:31-34 

 Pastor Dezo, preaching. 

 Palm Sunday, Triumphal Procession into Jerusalem: 
 Annual Procession of the Palms, April 2nd:  
  “Chosen to Confront”, Luke 19:28-40 
 Easter Cantata by our Chancel Choir. 
 Pastor Steve, preaching. 

HOLY WEEK IS COMING:  
 

 Palm Sunday, April 2 (Triumphal Procession of Palms and Easter Cantata)  

 Maundy Thursday Service, April 6, 6:00 pm in our sanctuary and by streaming  

 Good Friday ZOOM Service, April 6, 6:00 pm 

 Eggstravaganza for Children, Easter Egg Hunts, Saturday, April 7, 10 am to Noon 

 Easter Sunday Resurrection Breakfast, 9:30-10:45 am Fellowship Hall, April 8 

 EASTER SUNDAY RESURRECTION WORSHIP, 10:50 am, April 8 



In February, our special monthly offering 

went to the Deacon Communion Fund. 

We gave: $524.00 

March Offering 
 

In March, our special monthly offering goes 

to America for Christ. 

Supporting American Baptist Missions in the 

Great River Region and around the Nation. 

On Sunday, March 5 FBC's organist, Dr. Ann Ma-

rie Rigler, will perform as organ soloist and choral 

accompanist on a program titled "I Heard a Voice 

from Heaven," featuring music by composers 

from the United Kingdom. The choir, Cardinalis, is 

a professional ensemble directed by Dr. Anthony 

Maglione of William Jewell College. The concert 

takes place at 

4:00 p.m.at historic St. 

Mary's Episcopal 

Church in downtown 

KCMO. A freewill offer-

ing will be taken; the 

suggested donation is 

$20. Free parking is 

available behind the 

church and in a large 

municipal lot across 

the street on the north 

side of the church.  

http://p.m.at/


• March 4th — Saturday, at 3:00 p.m. Labyrinth Walk 
• March 4th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• March 5th — Second Sunday of Lent: “Chosen for Compassion”,  Luke 7:18-23 (Holy Communion) 

• March 6th — Monday, 1:15 p.m. Food Pantry Restocking Day 
• March 7th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• March 11th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• March 12th — Third Sunday of Lent: “Chosen to be Human”, Philippians 2:5-8 (Daylight Savings) 

• March 12th — Congregational Dinner at Noon 

• March 14th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• March 15th — Wednesday, Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
• March 17th — Friday, 1:15 p.m. Fill Client Food Pantry Orders 
• March 18th — Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
• March 18th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• March 19th — Fourth Sunday of Lent: “Chosen to Suffer”, Luke 23:26-31 

• March 19th — KC Jazz Vespers: Sons of Brasil at 6:00 p.m. 

• March 21st — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• March 25th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• March 26th — Fifth Sunday of Lent: “Chosen to Die”, Luke 18:31-34 

• March 28th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 

YOUNG ADULT ZOOM MEETING  
(SATURDAYS AT 8PM) 

Contact Pastor Dezo for the Zoom Link. Rev Dezo’s phone number is 785-424-5779.  

Birth Announcement  
Brooke (Prigel) Thompson, the daughter of James Prigel gave 
birth to a baby boy on Jan 4th, 2023 at 4:34 PM weighing 7lbs 
7oz, and 20 inches long. His name is Ezra Bryan Thompson. 
Mom Brooke, Dad Josiah, and baby Ezra are all doing well.    

Easter Lilies— 
If you want to receive an Easter Lilly  in 
memory or honor of a loved one—please let 
the church office know. $12 

Donate Easter Eggs  
filled with candy for the  
Eggstravaganza! 
  
April 7th — bring them  
early, 12 dozen. 
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March Birthdays 
 

Anusha Damala               01 
Joe Cooper                   01 
Laura Martinez                  03 
Tim Link            05 
Andrea Ferguson        07 
Vickie Murray        16 
Kent Bevan               17 
Margo Humenczuk        23 

Website: www.fbckcmo.net 
 

TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON 
FACEBOOK GO TO: 

https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/   
 

TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO: 
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services  

(The services will be posted on our website at 1:00PM) 

March 12th 

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services

