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The Big Sort!! 

One author I was recently reading pointed out that the 20th Century was the age of the automobile.  The in-
creasing prevalence of cars and highways made it possible to live further away from our work, our church, 
our families, our friends, our favorite restaurants, etc.  Take our church.  We were never intended to be a 
neighborhood church for the Red Bridge Area.  When our church, located on Linwood Boulevard, decided to 
build a “branch building” somewhere further out, as it was necessary to stay in Kansas City, Missouri, and 
when they selected the Red Bridge loca on, it was out on the edge of the city’s southern expansion.  And we 
had one of our greatest concentra on of members living in this area. 
 
They chose a prominent loca on at the corner of Red Bridge Road and Wornall Road.  When you describe 
“the large stone church” at this corner, nearly everyone recognizes it because nearly everyone has driven 
past our loca on.  And they se led on a piece of property that could accommodate an expansive parking lot.  
You can’t hardly walk to our church.  There are no sidewalks on any side that lead to our property.  That’s a 
shame and I personally have urged the city to install a sidewalk across the street on Wornall leading up to 
Red Bridge and also in front of our property on Red Bridge.  With an enlivened shopping center, it would be 
nice if people could walk and bike in this area and not be totally car-dependent. 
 
We are likely the only church in South City that wasn’t intended to serve mostly South City residents.  It was 
intended that people would drive from all around the metro area to worship here.  Sixty years later, this is 
s ll true.  While a majority of our members live in South City, we have members driving here from Independ-
ence, Lee’s Summit, Raymore, Peculiar, Gladstone, center city, and the Kansas suburbs.  Jan and I don’t pass 
any other church coming to First Bap st Church.  I suspect that wouldn’t be true of many others.   
 
People drive to First Bap st Church because they have chosen to worship here.  Every church is organized 
around tribalism.  Usually, the tribalism is around race or ethnicity, or around neighborhood or economic 
status.  The church I served in Philadelphia was tribal in that nearly all its members were clergy or social 
workers, therapists or educators.  We had 60 ordained members of that church!  That’s a tribe. 
 
In Kansas City, you can find a church for Koreans, for Hai ans, for Spanish-speakers, for Karen or Chin 
tribes…just about every imaginable group of people gather to be with their own kind.  There are African 
American Bap st Churches and Euro-American Bap st Churches.  As far as I can tell, we are about the only 
one that cannot be characterized in this way.  Journalist Bill bishop calls this “the Big Sort,” the increasing 
desire during the past half-century to live, work and worship with people who are of similar economic,     
ethnic, racial and ideological backgrounds. 
 
But, truth is, our church is also tribal.  People come here to be with others who are “like” them – but the 
likeness has nothing to do with race or ethnicity.  I would guess that people join our church BECAUSE of the 
diversity.  They want to be around all kinds of people when they worship.  We are of the “tribe” who wants 



 

  

Calling teams Wednesday mornings at 9:30am: March 11 & 25 It would help if you would  
contact Karen Foster or the church office if you plan to participate. 

to worship amidst diversity.  We are also of a tribe that supports the five Bap st liber es, and desires to be 
tolerant and open of differences among us.  We are also a tribe that is Christo-centric, non-literal in our     
interpreta on of scripture, and a tribe that seeks social jus ce alongside personal faith.   
 

Some authors point out that homogeneity promotes fragmenta on because if we only hang out with our 
own kind, we tend to distrust others.  My defini on of tribalism would be very different today if I had decided 
to stay in my small hometown in Central Missouri.  I would not know any Jews or Muslims.  I would not know 
any truly wealthy or many professional people.  I would not be around any openly gay or lesbian people.  My 
“tribe” would be very different than it is today. 
 

We also par cipate in the Big Sort – trying to find people who seek the kind of diversity we represent.  I     
believe in our past sixty years, there are at least two big God Moments (probably more!).  The first was when 
we moved out to Red Bridge, no one would have predicted that the racial diversity of our church would     
increase.  We had just a few African American members on Linwood.  Now, look at us.  No one planned this.  
It was a God Moment.  The second God Moment has happened since I became your pastor, but I’m not the 
reason for it.  We began experiencing diversity of members who are immigrants to the United States.  Nearly 
all our young adults are immigrants – and this group of foreign-born members is growing fast!  God caused 
this to happen.  It wasn’t the result of our plan or aspira on.   But I do give thanks for it! 
 

The Big Sort con nues for us – as it does for all churches.  Many seeking to find “their own kind of people,” 
based on race or language or economic status.  Our Big Sort is to find people who appreciate our approach to 
faithfulness amidst a most amazing expression of human diversity.   
 

I can tell you that this is the church of my dreams – for over 40 years, I have been trying to introduce racial 
and ethnic diversity in each of my churches.  All of the churches I’ve served have had some diversity, but 
most of my efforts failed.  Coming here, to serve with you, has been a dream.  I love our diverse tribe!  And I 
am grateful for it—and for you!  – Stephen Jones 

LENTEN SHARING AND PRAYER GROUP,  

Friday Nights of Lent, 7:00 – 8:30 pm 

Join the pastors in the Fireside Room to explore  

“The Ques ons of Lent,” and to share in prayer together.   

All are invited.  Friday evenings, Feb. 28, March 5, 13, 20, 27 and April 3. 

 
Joy Yonga Choi, one of our newest members, is taking a class at Central Seminary which   
requires that she work as a non-paid intern under the supervision of a local church           
pastor.  It is the same class that  Stephanie and Dezo have taken in the past.  This semester, 
Joy will be mee ng weekly with Dr. Jones, par cipa ng regularly in worship, preaching 
once, calling on our members -- in short, doing what pastors do.  Please welcome Joy in this 



ALL ABOUT FIRST BAPTIST PEOPLE 
We pray for… 

Sue Hansen as she con nues to regain mobility  
The friends and loved ones of Brenda Brown who died on Feb. 12.  Her funeral was at Mt Moriah Funeral 

Home on Feb. 18.  Brenda suffered a great deal toward the end of her life with an aggressive throat cancer 
and we give thanks that she suffers no more and can enjoy the peace of eternal life  

Rev. Dr. Joe Ku er, in hospice care 
Pa y Vann at home 
Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Chris ne Rinck, in serious health decline in Ireland 
Lyn and Leonard Barbee con nuing loving care in their home for their youngest grandchildren; 
Pat Logan recupera ng from a fall at home 
Martha Brown at home in her John Knox apartment, regaining strength  
Nick Tourtellot, husband of Laurie Young Tourtellot,  diagnosed with stage four neuroendocrine cancer 
Pat Be eridge con nuing to deal with several painful medical and vision issues  
Lilly Atcheson had successful knee replacement surgery on Jan. 21 and is home recupera ng. 
Kathy Hinton who has been struggling with a serious case of the flu and also from a fall, at home 
Stephanie Spears who cut short her me on the East coast for the death of her aunt, Barbara Johnson  
Glenda Huckabey having back surgery Feb 21, recovering at home. 
 
We give thanks for… 
The many volunteers who made the Souper Bowl of Caring on Feb. 1 such a success!! 
Laura Sienkiewicz, Lyndell Leatherman and  Stephen Jones who par cipated in the Mar n Luther King, Jr 

Workday at a homeless ministry in Turner, KS 
Our Young Adults who hosted two Labyrinth Walks preparing for the first monthly public walk on Saturday, 

March 21, 3-5 pm 
 
We rejoice with… 
The birth of Rhys Hessel, son of Eric and Mai (Tadokoro) Hessel in Dallas.  Grandparents are Mariko and 

James Prigel.  Born on Feb. 10, 7lbs 11oz, 20 .25inches 
The birth of Brielle Kya Crosby, daughter of Dwight Crosby and Janelle Jones, in Lee’s Summit.             

Grandparents are Jan and Stephen Jones.  Born on Feb. 12, 5 lbs 12 ozs, 18 inches.  Brielle was in intensive 
care for infants for her first week but is expected home this past week 

Andy and Dezo Schreiner whose twins, Benjamin and Charlo e, were dedicated in our worship service on 
Sunday, Feb. 2 

Janice and Stephen Jones who celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on March 28.   They were married 
50 years ago in our sanctuary, also on a Saturday! 

These persons presen ng themselves as new members: 
Irene Minor, a ending our church for over a year, worked as a nursing administrator in her career 
Daylin and Dalie Ortet, medical doctors and therapists, from Cuba, working with immigrant children to  

protect them from trafficking and child abuse 
Fortuna Yassin Ali, originally from Ethiopia, formerly a flight a endant mother of two children, Musse  and 

Fiyori 
Andy Schreiner, IT supervisor at Garmin, father of Charlo e and Benjamin, husband of Dezo 
Joy Yonga Choi, seminary student at CBTS, mother of high school senior, Faith 
 

We share our Long-term prayer for… 
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother)  - Eva Knootz (Brenda Brown’s Friend) -  JoAnn Gardner  - Roberta Stevenson  
Pat Logan - Randal Palmer  
 

 

We share our prayer for Those Far away… 
Kathleen Brown -  Maybelle Logan - Geraldine Raines - Bobbie Matson 



Upcoming Worship  
 

Sundays at 10:50 am 
Winter Worship Schedule 

“Who Do You Say That I Am?” 
Lenten Ques ons that Reveal Jesus’ Iden ty 

 
  

March 1: “Among the Disciples, ‘Who Do You Say that I Am?’”  Luke 9:18‐20 

Stephen Jones, preaching;  communion Sunday 
Jesus asked this ques on of his disciples.  First, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” and then,  

“Who do you say that I am?” 
 

March 8: “From John, ‘Are You the One?’” Luke 7:18‐23,  
Dezo Schreiner, preaching 

John the  Bap st sent disciples to Jesus asking, “Are you the one or are we to expect another?” 
 

March 15: “At the Fes val of Dedica on: ‘How Long Will You Keep Us in Suspense?’” 
 Stephen Jones, preaching; John 10:22‐30 

 The Jews in the Temple insisted Jesus reveal his iden ty. 
 

March 22: “The Scribes asked, ‘Who Are You to Forgive Sins?’”   Mark 2:1‐7 

 Dezo Schreiner, preaching 
The scribes ques oned Jesus’ authority and power to forgive sins.  “Only God can forgive sins.” 

   

March 29:  “In his hometown, ‘Is this not Joseph’s son?’” Luke 4:16‐22 

 Stephen Jones, preaching 

 His own people form Nazareth could not accept Jesus’ new calling 

Will you — 
  Join a Sunday Morning Teaching Team for our children: rota ng month by month – 

serve only three months a year! 
 Will you join our Worship Tech Team and help those who work with the graphics on our 

screens and the sound system? 
 Will you join in a Spring workday to trim the shrubs around the edge of our property? 

              LENT BEGINS WITH ASH WEDNESDAY,  
                        FEBRUARY 26, 6:00 PM.  
It will con nue our tradi on of a simple soup and bread meal in 
the Fireside Room, concluding with the imposi on of ashes and 
Holy Communion. The service and meal conclude by 7:00 pm. 



    Finance Report 
In the month of January, we gave $11,526, which is behind our budget        
projec on by almost $3,000.  However, with all the other income accounts, we 
actually ended January with $22,319 and our budget called for $22,695.  So, 
that puts us in an excellent posi on.  Our total budget expenses for January 
came to $31,518.  This year, our endowment contribu on is $7,000 (instead of 

$12,000 last year).    So we ended January with a nega ve balance of $2,199.  That is actually 
encouraging because lowering the endowment withdrawal was a big step.  If our pledging  
actually comes in at expected levels, we should be in a good posi on for the year. Thanks for 
your faithfulness!  - FBC Finance Board 
 
 

March is the month that we give to the America for Christ Offering 
 

2020 America for Christ Theme: "You Shall Love Your Neighbor As  Yourself." Ma hew 22:39 
The American Bap st Home Mission Socie es ministers to families who have lost homes to 
floods, to children living in poverty, to seminarians preparing for ministry, to neighborhood 
ministries such as our own Bethel Neighborhood Center, to suppor ng our colleges such as 
William Jewell College, O awa University, and Bacone College (in our area), to suppor ng 
seminaries such as Central Bap st Theological Seminary (where Joy Yonga Choi and        
Stephanie Spears are students), to assis ng ABC children's ministries (such as the Murrow  
Indian Children's Home in nearby Muskogee, OK), to support of immigrants to the USA. 
Our goal this year is $2,700.  Envelopes for AFC are in the pews in the sanctuary. 

Join us on a mission trip to Nicaragua in January 2021! 
A mission team is forming to return to Nicaragua to work with our mission partners at AMOS in January 
2021.  An organiza onal mee ng was held in January and it appears we will have a team of about ten 
church members.  Please be sure to let Margo Humenczuk know if you are interested in finding out more 
about the trip.  Cost per person for air fare and lodging/meals/transporta on in Nicaragua will be about 
$2,000 per person. 
 

We will be fundraising for not only the trip, but for the mission projects we will complete while in Nicara-
gua.  Although the exact projects are not yet known, we expect we will  do a Vaca on Bible School, proba-
bly help install water filters in people’s homes, and assist the AMOS mission team with health care in rural 
Nicaragua.   These mission projects cost about $5-7,000 to complete as we need to pay for most of the   
materials used for the mission work. 
 

We plan to offer mulch for members’ gardens this spring, so look for a date announcement soon.  The 
mulch will be delivered to your home by American Topsoil (James Prigel) and spread in your garden by   
mission team members.   
 

We will have a plant sale, tomatoes, herbs, and other plants some me this spring. 
We will also likely have a “dinner out” in May at the Blue Moose restaurant in Red Bridge Shopping Center 
as they will give us a por on of the sales that night toward the costs of the mission work.   
Do let us know if you would like to join us! 
 

    —‐Margo Humenczuk for the Nicaragua Mission Team 2021 



FYI ABWM 
Our ABWM will meet March 14, at 10 a.m. Our Speaker is Mariko Prigel, presen ng on the 

Impact of Drug Addic on. Please plan to join us, for fellowship and educa on. 
  If you have any ques ons please call  - Sue Hansen President, 816-942-1334 

Red Bridge Food Pantry  

Reminder we stock Monday March 9 
March 20 Friday,1:30 – 3:30 pm Sacking Day for the Red Bridge Food Pantry  We will fill the sacks for       
families in need in our wider community.  Please speak with Sue Hansen if you can help. 
March 21 Saturday, 9:00 – 11:00 am Pick Up day.  If you know of a family in need of food  assistance, have 
them call the Food Pantry line 913‐313‐0250 and be sure to speak slowly when leaving their phone number 
and to answer ALL the ques ons. They must answer when called back  

Needs for March:  Canned items: Potatoes – regular Soups – reduced sodium only Fruit – in 100% fruit 

juice only  MOST NEED ITEM: “Laundry detergent – small- and medium-sized bo les”  
Jelly, regular or natural fruit spread -- smaller jars (approx. 17-18 oz.) Raisin Bran cereal Sal ne crackers -- 
both salted and unsalted tops,  Instant mashed potatoes -- small packages or small/medium sized boxes 
Boxed meals, such as Hamburger Helper,  Tuna Helper, etc. Liquid dish soap – small bo les only 4-roll     
packages of toilet paper 

KANSAS CITY JAZZ VESPERS RETURNS!   
 SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 6:00 PM 
Kansas City Kicks Big Band – 

 Come hear a 20-piece jazz orchestra with soloists!! 
We will need volunteers to hand out bulle ns, greet,  

and take the offering, plus host the recep on. 
 

                                   Hold These Dates:  
Sunday, April 19 Cubanisms, one of the most dynamic La n jazz groups in KC!  ,   

Saturday, March 21, 3-5 pm 



BIBLE STUDY –  
TUESDAY MORNINGS,   

10 – 11 AM 
Rev. Dezo is leading the group  

in studying Gospel of Luke 
Saturday, Mar 14, at 9 am  

in Fellowship Hall 

Hancock Singers Mar n Luther King Jr  
work day 

Keep On, Keeping On 
 
One me Mark Twain was in London and somehow a rumor was started that he was gravely ill, even to 
the report of his death. One American newspaper actually printed his obituary. Twain quipped, "The ru-
mors of my demise are greatly exaggerated." 
 
I have heard on two recent occasions someone concerned about my intent to slow-down and coast to 
my imminent re rement. None of this is based on fact and the moderators of the church have asked 
that I set the record straight. I just turned 71. I intend to keep ac vely engaged with my pastoral ministry 
at First Bap st Church at least un l I reach 76, maybe longer. Obviously everything depends upon 
health, as it would for anyone. I have no inten on at this early me of pu ng a me limit, though I serve 
completely at the pleasure of the congrega on. 
 
As for a supposed "work slow-down," I have been upfront with you. I have given up thousands of dollars 
in salary and am now paid less than half- me, but I am working around 2/3 me, which is fine with me. 
That hasn't changed in the last several years, since Dezo and I began as co-pastors. I thoroughly enjoy 
this pace and it fits my lifestyle and my family's needs. Because of my years of experience, I can probably 
work 2/3 me and accomplish more than earlier in my career when I had a steeper learning curve. 
 
In other words, I have five years le  before I want to even consider changing my pastoral commitment 
to you, my beloved congrega on. I have the same length of me remaining as the en re tenure of your 
two previous pastors, Leo Thorne and Doug Valen ne, who each stayed here five years. They both 
served well as pastors but the church needs a longer term pastorate. I intend to fulfill that. 
 
So, I'd appreciate it if we just relax, enjoy these upcoming years together, and not get perplexed about 

what will happen a long me off. I am so grateful to serve alongside Dezo, and feel we are so fortunate 
to have her. I also enjoy serving with Stephanie and appreciate her as well. 
Now, let's keep on keeping on (Gala ans 6:9)! ‐ Stephen Jones 

“A lie doesn’t become truth. 
Wrong doesn’t become right 

And evil doesn’t become good 
Just because it accepted by a 

majority.” 
 

Booker T. Washington 
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TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

Betty Cauthon 01 
Yui Tadokoro 01 
Joe Cooper 01 
Laura Sienkiewicz 03 
Bill Thornton 03 
Stephanie Davis 06 
Andrea Davidson 07 
Randall Palmer 11 
Jolene Everly 11 
Vickie Murray 16 
Kent Bevan 17 
Margo Humenczuk   23 

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDREN’S SCHEDULE  
Here is the Sunday Morning Children’s Schedule 

 

Nursery Care – Parents are welcome to bring infants into the 
sanctuary, or listen to the service from our infant room. 

Volunteers can also provide care upon request 
Children Aged 4 through 4th Grade: 9:30 – 10:30 am  

Lower Level Class in Lime Room,  
10:50 am – A end Worship Through children's Conversa on 

 11:15 am – Children’s Church in Lime Room 
Youth 5th Grade through 12th Grade: 9:30 – 10:30 am 

 In Youth Classroom upstairs 


