
Returning to Our Sanctuary on June 14th 

Members and Friends,  

Your Moderators and Pastors have decided to open our church for Sunday morning services beginning June 

14 at 10:50 am.   The new Kansas City guidelines call for “….religious services, weddings, funerals, lectures, 

and performances, of 50 percent of building occupancy may resume, provided social distancing is main-

tained.” (Our capacity is 475) 

We encourage each of you to use your best judgment as to when to return to our services.  We will open 

with these protocols in place to keep everyone safe: 

1. We ask that you wear a facemask in the aisles, as you enter, as you 

use the restrooms; you may take it off when you are seated in the 

sanctuary;  we have extra facemasks if you need one; 

2. Every other pew will be available for seating; you can sit with your 

own family but we urge you to sit six feet from others 

3. Every pew will have hand sanitizer bottles; every entry will have 

hand sanitizers 

4. We need a workforce of volunteers at the church on Wednesday, 

June 10, 10 AM to use a bleach solution to clean all surfaces in the 

church’s section of the building; let us know if you can help out! 

5. Ushers only will handle the offering plates and greeters will wear gloves in handing out bulletins 

6. Communion will only be served by intinction from the front of the sanctuary 

7. For our first Sundays back together, we will have no food functions, no class meetings, just worship; 

gradually, we will add other components 

8. There will be no passing of the peace in worship; no handshaking. 

9. We will continue streaming our worship services weekly indefinitely into the future; for a month or so, 

until new audio/video equipment is installed, you will see one tripod in front near the lectern 

10. Words to all hymns will be printed on the power point on sanctuary screens; since hymnals are used only 

once a week, it is likely safe to use them, but you won’t need to 

11. Pastors will no longer greet in crowded aisles or entries, but we will greet you in the more open areas; 

we urge that we have no bottlenecks of crowds. 

We’ve all missed seeing each other.  If you don’t feel comfortable returning in June, the streaming of the 

worship services will be available after 1:00 pm on Sundays (or anytime later).  We have many audio and vid-
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eo improvements planned as we seek to make this a sustainable and meaningful experience for all worshiping 

with us, in the sanctuary and remotely.  

We’re excited to see you in the sanctuary on June 14 if you feel comfortable returning.  As always, we are 

available to you!  Please don’t let the new protocols frighten you – actually, they are for the opposite reason – 

to ensure everyone’s health in our congregation.  This is an extremely important priority!  We love you and 

will enjoy seeing you soon! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastors - Dezo and Steve  |  Moderators - Sherry Mustapha and Kerry Triplett 

          UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
— June Worship and Preaching Series — 

“Leading a Flourishing Life!” 
…What the Good News of Jesus Promises!... 

• Sunday, June 7, Communion Sunday “Leading a Flourishing Life of Joy!” 

• Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching 

• Jesus promises a full life of joy!  Even amidst sadness or despair, joy can underline each day of our 

lives.  John 15:10-11; Psalm 16:9-11 

• Sunday, June 14, “Leading a Flourishing Life of Shalom!” 

• Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching 

• The central word of Jesus’ preaching and ministry was the Hebrew word, Shalom, meaning whole-

ness, completeness, peace.  The Risen Lord repeated this greeting 3 times in the Gospel of John: 

“Shalom be with you!”  John 20:19c, 21, 26.  John 14:25-27 

• Sunday, June 21, Father’s Day “Leading a Flourishing Life of Compassion”  

• Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching 

• Jesus’ life was centered around expressing compassion toward others.  This can be the center of our 

lives as well.  Mark 12:28-34 

• Sunday, June 28, “Leading a Flourishing Life of Hope” 
• Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching 

• Our lives are not like ledger books when we are hopeful only when life’s circumstances warrant it.  

We are hopeful because Jesus is our hope, no matter life’s circumstances.  Hebrews 11:1-3 

On Memorial Day week-end, we rang a bell and lit a candle for these church members who passed on to 

eternal life since Memorial Day, 2019: 
 

Loretta Williams, August 26 2019 — Martha  Brown, April 7, 2020 — Brenda Brown, Feb. 12, 2020 
Barbara Ann McCrary, Sept. 25, 2019 — James Logan, Jan. 23, 2020 — Jan Carrigan, July 7, 2019 

Joanne Thomas, March 8, 2020 — Joe Kutter, May 7,2020 — Erik Luplau, Nov. 20, 2019 
 

We also remembered our armed forces, medical and police officers, and health care professionals, and those 
who have passed on due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 



 
 
 
 

WE PRAY FOR… 
• Rev. Dr. Joe Kutter, who passed on to eternal life, while at St. Luke’s Hospice Care, on 

May 7 after an extended struggle with cancer; our prayers go to his wife, Peggy, and 
their children. His funeral will be at  First Baptist Lawrence with Pastor Steve partici-
pating. 

• Duane Kelly, Jim Kelly's brother who passed away last week at Kingswood. Duane was 
on the KC School Board for a number of years and was a teacher in that district for 
many years. He leaves his wife, Cosette, who also lives at Kingswood. Services will be 
held in the future.  

• Patty Van at home 
• Pat Logan, home regaining strength and mobility following broken hip 
• Nick Tortellet, husband of Laurie Young Tortellet, who continues with cancer treatment 
• Terri Freeman, whose brother, Preston, is in nursing care and need of our prayers 
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, in serious health decline in Ireland 
• Miss Shirley Laplau, whose son, Erik is in cancer treatments with stage four rectal cancer 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
• Our incredible Tech Team Volunteers, in particular Daichi Tadokoro, Andy Schreiner, and Bill Humenczuk who pro-

duce a beautiful weekly streaming of our worship service!  Andy who has assisted so many in learning how to partici-
pate in zoom! 

• A wonderful team of volunteers who tore down and re-built the fence around the air conditioner condensers next to 
our rose gardens!  It looks beautiful (see pictures on page 7). Those who assisted were John Fisher, Lyndell Leather-
man, Bill Humenczuk, James Prigel, Esai Trujillo (one of James’ employees) and Stephen Jones 

• Andy Schreiner who devoted hours to putting together a creative proposal to replace decade-old camera, computers 
and sound board in our sanctuary so that we can produce weekly high quality streaming worship services after we 
return to worship in our sanctuary.  We have discovered that we are reaching many more people than if we had 
stayed in the sanctuary these months.  Out of crisis, comes opportunity to expand the witness of our church!  The 
Executive  Council approved up to $12,000 to purchase  the needed equipment. We intend that weekly streaming of 
our worship services will continue weekly without interruption once we return to the sanctuary.  

• Kathie Manda who has done an extraordinary job getting our church’s financial books in order; this has required 
many hours throughout the winter and spring months and she is now able to pass the work on to our new bookkeep-
er 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
• Leonard and Lynn Barbee, whose twin grandchildren have now returned to live with their mother 
• Joy Yonga Choi and her daughter, Faith, who went through the required two weeks of quarantine upon their return 

to South Korea.  Joy has recently spent several days with her parents who live outside Seoul.  She sends greetings to 
everyone at FBC 

• Pastor Stephanie who is staying in the DC area during the pandemic and working remotely.  She sends her heart-felt 
greetings! 

• Cameron Leonard who graduated on May 16 from the Missouri University of Science and Technology in Rolla with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Aerospace Engineering! 

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR… 
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — JoAnn Gardner — Roberta Stevenson — Pat Logan — Randal Palmer —  
— Cosette Kelly  

WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY… 
Kathleen Brown — Maybelle Logan — Geraldine Raines — Bobbie Matson — Joy Yonga Choi—Justin Prigel (military in 
South Korea)  



 

 

 

Meetings:   By now, most FBC meetings have moved to online meetings with Zoom, except for those related 

to the food pantry. 

• June 2nd— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10am) 
• June 7th— Journeys Bible Study (via Zoom at 2pm) 
• June 9th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10am) 
• June 13th—At 1 p.m. Baptist Women’s Ministry plans to have its annual lunch at the  Blue Moose restau-

rant in Red Bridge Shopping Center . Please contact Sue Hansen if you can join them!  All women in the 
church are invited. 

• June 14th— Journeys Bible Study (via Zoom at 2pm) 
• June  16th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10am) 
• June 17th— Wednesday Deadline to request food from the Food Pantry 
• June 19th —Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 
• June 20th: Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
• June 20th— Labyrinth Prayer Walk Cancelled 
• June 21st— Journeys Bible Study (via Zoom at 2pm) 
• June 23rd— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10am) 
• June 28th— Journeys Bible Study (via Zoom at 2pm) 
• June 30th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10am) 
 

We are pleased that the child care licensing agencies have encouraged Punkin’ 

Patch Child Development Center to remain open through the pandemic.  There are strict new guidelines that 

must be followed, but PPCD is open and serving children daily!  Some children are beginning to return. 

TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK-IN AND BIBLE STUDY 
We will continue to study of The Gospel of Luke online via Zoom! We start by checking in to make sure every-
one is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly after. Tuesday mornings from 10 – 11 am. Each 
week, the zoom link to this Dialogue and  Bible study will be sent to the congregation so you can link in. 
 
SUNDAY JOURNEYS BIBLE STUDY  
We will continue to meet online via Zoom, on Sundays at 2:00 pm. The zoom link to this class will be sent by 
email to everyone in the church before each meeting.  A rotation of teachers including Dr. Bill Rinck and Paul 
Sienkiewicz will be teaching this interactive class weekly using the Judson Quarterly, ‘Journeys’. 
 
YOUTH HANGOUT 

A fun get together on Sundays at 1 pm via Zoom with Mariko Prigel and Daichi Tadokoro. 

 

YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT 

Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up and do a devotional. We meet via Zoom on Saturday evenings at 

8pm. Contact pastor Dezo for the Zoom link if you are interested.           



 
 

   
 
 

 

 We are excited to share the news of two new staff members in our church: 

 
 

 

Bookkeeper—Anita Ziegler 

 
Previously, we announced that we have a new bookkeeper at our 

church, Anita Ziegler.  She has years of experience in bookkeeping 

and brings that wealth of expertise to our position.  She has 

worked hard with Kathie Manda to bring our books up to stand-

ards of accuracy and we are grateful to both of them for their 

efforts.  To reach Anita (or Kathie), use their new email address: 

"finance@fbckcmo.net".  Anita's hours are from 9 am to 1 pm on 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings. 
 

If you have any questions about your pledge or your giving year to 

date, please contact Kathie Manda as she has volunteered to take 

over this function.  She will send out quarterly giving records. 

Office Manager—Megan Walker Torres 

 
We are now delighted to announce that we have employed an Office 

Manager in our church who will start June 8th.  You may remember 

her, Megan Walker Torres, because she worked as interim office 

manager in the fall of 2016.  She was a quick learner and impressed 

everyone at that time with her skills for this job.  The office manager 

will work from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm Monday through Thursday.  We 

will recruit a volunteer to be in the office on Friday mornings, but the 

regular work week will be four days instead of five.   
 

Megan is married to Alan Torres and they have a nine-year-old 

daughter.  Megan graduated Cum Laude from Truman State Universi-

ty in 2016.  She brings many skills that we need in the office. 

We have carefully studied these positions and both reflect a reduc-

tion of hours from our prior model.  This will save the church consid-

erably but will be a more efficient model for addressing the financial 

and office needs of the church.  Megan, when she begins, on June 8th 

can be reached at the church office number and at the church's 

email: theoffice@fbckcmo.net    

 

 

 



Thank you to all who donated to One Great Hour of Sharing; the need is great, especially this year.  We will 
let you know the total given soon. 

RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY  

The collection and drop off of non-perishable donations for the Red Bridge Food Pantry have been temporari-
ly suspended with churches closed due to the Coronavirus.   
 

Once First Baptist Church, and the other participating churches, have reopened, those activities will resume.  
In the meantime, however, we will gladly accept monetary donations.  Checks should be made payable to:  
First Baptist Church of Kansas City with “Red Bridge Food Pantry” noted on the “Memo” line.  
 

Between now and mid-June, volunteers will be shopping for any items needed for the Food Pantry and will 
be stocking the items as they’re purchased. 

FOOD PANTRY ACTIVITY DATES FOR JUNE 

• June 8th— Restocking Day:  CANCELLED 
• June 17 Wednesday – Deadline to Request Food  

• If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-
0250) anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wednesday, June 17.  They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered 
before their request for food can be processed. 

• June 19 Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 
• June 20 Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
 

If there are any questions, please call Dina Giesler, coordinator for the Food Pantry, at 816.665.5301. 

NICARAGUA MISSION TRIP  
 

We had a brief zoom call to hear updates on AMOS and the situation in Nicaragua.  As expected, COVID-19 is 
spreading but the health promoters have been trained to help the people in the communities know how to 
minimize the spread and are keeping data on respiratory infections as testing is not available in most areas. 
We are gathering clean used clothing and bedding to take to Savers thrift store to earn money for the next 
Nicaragua trip. Books in good condition are also welcome; please package books separately.  Donations can 
be dropped off at church in the Heritage Room once we are able to meet again. 
  
We will have a Share Our Surplus (SOS) table at church starting whenever we have fresh produce in our gar-
dens. The table is for members to share extra produce from their gardens with others in the church.  If peo-
ple care to leave a donation for the produce the money will go toward the mission trip. 
  
The CDC is advising use of fabric face masks for those who attend church services.  A limited supply of fabric 
masks will be available at the church for free.  If anyone wants to leave a donation, the money will go to the 
mission fund.   So far the mission team has raised about $100 on fabric masks and a small plant sale. 
  
We appreciate all the church members do to support the mission teams.   Please keep our brothers and sis-
ters in Nicaragua in your prayers, and especially the staff at AMOS.  (A Mission of Sharing Health and Hope) 
—-Margo Humenczuk for the Nicaragua Mission Team 2021 



 

Almost 10 months-old Benjamin 

and Charlotte Schreiner    

James Prigel (chair of trustees), Esai Trujillo (one of James’ employees), Jonh Fisher (custodian), Lyndell Leatherman, Bill Hu-

menczuk, and Stephen Jones-built the fence around the air conditioner condensers next to our rose gardens! 

4 months-old Brielle Crosby  -  
daughter of Janelle Jones and Dwight Crosby   

1 month-old Cole Contreras -  
Mariko and James’ grandson 

3 months-old Rhys Hessel - 
Mariko and James’ grandson  

22 months old Musse and 7 months old Fiyori-Fortuna’s children 



First Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri 

Rev. Dezo Schreiner, Dr. Stephen D Jones, & 
Rev. Stephanie Spears, Pastors 

100 W Red Bridge Road 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

Bailey Prigel 04 
Susan Smith 05 
Christina Rinck 06 
Anusha Damala 10 
Christine Garner 11 
Sue Hansen 11 
Kathleen Hinton 12 
Glenn Burge 13 
Ashlyn Mathis 18 
John Hopkins 20 
Virginia Munoz 24 
Debbie Ebright 30 
Gary Ferguson 30 

 
GREETINGS TO YOU  MY SISTERS 
AND BROTHERS IN CHRIST.  
MISS YOU. - JOY 

CONGRATULATIONS, 
CAMERON 

  ON GRADUATING WITH 
A BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
DEGREE IN AEROSPACE 

ENGINEERING!  
WE ARE PROUD OF YOU. 

GREETINGS AND 
MY LOVE TO ALL 

MY FBC OF KC, MO 
FRIENDS. 

 I MISS YOU ALL SO 
MUCH.  
LOVE,  

PEG MORGAN 


