
 
 

The Month of July 

I’m For LIFE! 
Writing about this subject could please some friends and irritate others. However, the subject 
of young women’s choice regarding their own bodies is a vital moral issue. I suspect we all 
might agree on that. But I feel strongly that “older white men” in elected office should not be 
in a “father knows best” position of restricting young women as to their choices. 
 
I don’t know anyone who is “pro-abortion.” Abortion is always a fall-back position. No one 
says, “Wouldn’t it be lovely if I could have an abortion next year?” Abortion always carries 
some pain, some regret, some anguish, some grief. Abortion should never be a casual decision. 
 
But there are young girls in our society who are being sexually exploited by their step-fathers, 
their uncles, their care-givers, through no fault of their own. And those girls should be offered 
choices. They need not feel obligated to carry their pregnancy to full-term which could only 
increase their violation. The same for women who have been raped or coerced. To be forced to 
carry their baby full term is a nine-month daily (and life-long) reminder of their violation. 
 
I do not want young women whose health would be threatened to be forced to continue a 
pregnancy that will likely end their lives. What if they already have two children for whom they 
are already caring? Is it responsible to take a huge medical risk if the outcome can be 
predicted? 
 
Jan and I are adoptive parents. We give thanks every day for two young women who decided 
to carry their babies to full-term and to give those healthy babies for adoption at birth. To us, it 
was an ultimate act of love, and sacrifice, to decide to do what they felt was best for their 
children. That is one choice available to young women. But it cannot be the only choice. 
 
I’ve counseled a few young women around this difficult decision. From this experience, I 
cannot imagine that it comes easy for anyone. If that young woman has a devoted partner, 
then he should be a devoted partner in making this decision. But few women with devoted 
partners find themselves at this moral crossroads. Life is complicated; relationships get 
complicated. Likely, devoted partners would rarely choose abortion. Generally, it’s the 
complications of life that force young women to face a moral crossroads. 
 
Recent brain research has shown that our brains are not fully developed until we are at least 25 
years old, and it’s the pre-frontal cortex that develops last. Research has shown that impulse 
control, ability to assess risk, and regulate emotions are some of the last brain functions to fully 
develop. Thus, girls are capable of becoming pregnant long before their brains have developed 
to the point of easily realizing the risk, and regulating impulses and emotions. 
 
From the polls, I think what I have just written likely reflects the position of the largest portion 
of Americans. Nearly 60% of Americans do not support the Supreme Court’s recent decision to 
overturn Roe V. Wade. 
 
If a young girl is raped by her uncle at 13 years of age, do I think the resulting pregnancy is a gift 
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from God? No, I do not. I think God loves that innocent young 13-year-old and will surround 
her with loving care whether she carries the baby to full term or not. 
 
I do not want to see young women return to abortions in un-monitored back-alley clinics. Nor 
do I want young women seeking an abortion, who may have to travel to another state to do so, 
to be prosecuted by their own state. Those opposed to all abortions should devote themselves 
to providing care for mothers who decide to carry their babies to birth, and wrap-around social 
services so that expectant mothers face better choices. 
 
I’m for life! And for babies! And for choices! But that includes counting the life of the young 
mother, as well as the un-born child. 
           Stephen Jones 

LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS: 
 

*Learning Community class for grade school children each Sunday at 9:30 am. As we have children 
attending, Pastor Dezo will teach this class. If you know of other children attending at 9:30am, please contact 
Dezo beforehand. If other volunteers can help, please let Dezo know. 

*The Journeys Bible Study Class, open to all adults. These lessons are thought-provoking and lend 
themselves to group Bible Study. 9:30-10:30AM in Cross-Generations Class. 
 

*Children’s Time during worship: children up to fourth grade may leave worship after the children’s 
conversation. Amelie Clingan, 2nd-year student at UMKC, leads this for toddlers through kindergartners. We 
have exciting new curriculum for young children that begins this month.  
 

*Infant Quiet Room – We have an infant quiet room, in the JAMS classroom just outside the east entrance to 
the Sanctuary. It has a closed-circuit television so parents can watch the service while tending to their 
children.  

*A Learning Community Class for Young People, Middle School, High School, College Age, taught by Pastor 
Steve in his pastoral office. 

David Pages’ band, Way Too Famous,  
is performing on Zona Rosa central lawn on Friday, July 15th at 6:30 pm.  

Its open to the public. If you would like to carpool with Steve and Jan Jones, let them know! 

Sue Hansen's Testimony to God's Healing 

 

Sue Hansen, long-time member, wrote this article for our July newsletter about an 
experience she shared with a friend about God's Healing Power. 

"I wanted to take a few minutes to introduce my friend, Brad.  He and Richard (my son) are good 
friends.  One evening, Richard told me that Brad had to go to a doctor.  He had a lot of trouble with 
his legs.  Richard took Brad and the doctor told him it would be necessary to remove two toes. 
His mobility was expected to be seriously compromised.  I asked that Brad be placed on our prayer 
list on Sunday morning in our church, which happened several Sundays. I believe in the power of 
prayer.  Without any removal of toes, Richard and Brad came to see me at my apartment some time 
later, and Brad walked in without a cane!  He is now walking great.  We were all so encouraged by 
his progress! 

I am convinced of the power of prayer!"  - Sue Hansen 



WE PRAY FOR… 
• Patty Van at home, staying well 
• Bill Betteridge at Bickford Care Center in Raytown. Pat Betteridge is home, dealing with back pain and 

vision issues. 
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, in health decline in Ireland. 
• Debbie Ebright experiencing back pain and asks for our prayers 
• Sue Hansen, living at Brookdale on Wornall Road; 
• Sherry Mustapha, home with improving health and Jerry, in which some days are good and others more 

challenging. 
• Jim Kelly who received a “Your cancer is gone!”, declaration from his doctors. No further treatments 

needed! 
• Geneva Abel who following a heart attack had five stints placed in arteries to open her blood flow. She is 

home now, back in worship, making a remarkable recovery. 
• A member of our congregation undergoing chemo treatments for cancer. 
• Millie Hartman who has returned to North Carolina to be near children and grandchildren 
• Dawn Kirton who entered Advent Hospital with heart issues on June 20. Dawn may have a kidney donor 

which is the first surgery before they can proceed with open heart surgery. 
• Diana Parker’s children, Kimberly and Eric, as their Dad is in final stage. 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
• Pretopher, a new participant in the life of our congregation, who prepared a Trinidadian lunch for our 

congregation on June 19 
• Toni Page who will be participating in a Peacemaking Training at Central Seminary taught by Dan and 

Sharon Buttry and also by our own Stephanie Parham in early August! 
• Cheryl and Gary Twigg, who were elected by the Trustees of our church to serve as co-chairs for the 

coming year.  

WE REJOICE WITH… 
• Joy Yonga Choi who was approved for ordination by our region’s ordination council. Our church will 

ordain Joy on September 11, when she next returns to KC. Stephanie Parham has two small steps yet to 
be completed before her ordination will be recognized by the ABC. Pastor Steve was ordained by our 
church in an ABC-recognized ordination on June 5. 

• Congratulations to these new members who received the Hand of Fellowship on June 12: Cheryl and Gary 
Twigg and Rebecca Page. 

• Pastor Dezo is on a study leave as she works on her Doctor of Ministry degree, beginning June 20 – July 
10. If you have pastoral needs during this time, please contact Pastor Steve. 

• Dawn Kirton who coordinated a most successful Caribbean Night Dinner at our church 
 

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR… 
Becky Boden — Joann Jamerson (Roberta Stevenson’s sister) — David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — Valerie Varoll 
(daughter of Bill & Chris Rinck) —  Cosette Kelly  
  

 TUESDAY MORNING, 10AM CONGREGATIONAL CHECK-IN AND 
BIBLE STUDY ON LUKE 9  

(TAUGHT BY PASTORS DEZO AND STEVE) 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 

1.  Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 US (Chicago) 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09


RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 

Food Pantry Activity Dates 

Tuesday, July 5th – 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day (Volunteers Needed!) 

Wednesday, July 13th – Deadline for clients call Food Pantry Phone Line 

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-
0250) anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., July 13th. They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered 
before their request for food can be processed. 

Friday, July 15th 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

Saturday, July 18th 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Clients Pick Up Orders 

MONTHLY LABYRINTH WALKS! 

What is a Labyrinth Walk? It is a silent, meditative, prayerful walk following the 
path of a labyrinth. You can’t lose your way or get lost. You just follow a circular 
path as you walk prayerfully. Someone will be on hand to offer explanation to 
those who have never walked a labyrinth. Our labyrinth is a beautiful, striking 
canvas cloth that fills over half of the Fellowship Hall. There is quiet, meditative 
music, candles, and chairs around the labyrinth. You may choose to come down 
and watch the labyrinth walk and pray from a chair. 

Many people in our society have been introduced to a labyrinth walk. To our 
knowledge, ours will be the only church with an indoor public monthly labyrinth 

walk, on the first Saturday of each month from 3:00pm—5:00pm. Upcoming Saturday walks are July 2nd and 
August 6th 3-5PM.  

We are in need of 2-3 more persons to join the Labyrinth Walk Mission Team to host the labyrinth 
monthly. And we are in need of persons who will help us spread the word!  

Deacons Meeting,  
July 10th, 12pm 

Red Bridge Food Pantry Needs — July 2022: 

Non-perishable: Paper Towels, Lo Sodium Soup, Jelly—Lo Sugar, 

Brown Rice, Lentils, Garbanzo Beans, Canned Pasta, Canned 

Peaches, Dish Soap, Kleenex, Canned Tomatoes, Crunchy Peanut 

Butter, No Salt Peas 

Contact Claire Bolton with any questions at 816.589.4678 

Pastor Steve and 
Brielle accompanied 
Jerry and Sherry 
Mustapha to the grave 
of their daughter, 
Nancy, who was 
tragically killed when a 
teenage driver missed 
a turn and drove up 
into their yard. Six-year
-old Nancy was playing 
in their yard when the 
car hit her.  

We share the news that Pat 

Logan, a long-time member of 

our church dating back to our 

Linwood days, passed on to 

eternal life on Sunday morn-

ing, June 26, after an extended 

period of illness following sev-

eral major strokes. Pat and Jim 

Logan, in more recent years, would come to the church on 

Fridays and re-stock all the envelopes and cards in our 

pews.  Jim passed on to eternal life in 2020. Funeral ar-

rangements have not yet been made.  



In June, we gave $615.00 to the Deacon Communion offering to help those within 
and near to our church in transition or crisis. 

The July Communion Offering 

The July Communion Offering goes this month in support of our American Baptist Native American institutions in 
Muskogee, Oklahoma: Bacone College and the Murrow Indian Children's Home.  

Bacone College, an independent institution related to the American Baptist Churches, USA, maintains its commitment to serving 
American Indians within a culturally diverse community.  Bacone College provides a quality holistic liberal arts educational 
experience for students in a culturally diverse environment empowering life-long learners with the knowledge, skills, and capacity 
to be transformational leaders in both native and non-native communities.  

The Murrow Indian Children’s Home's mission is to provide a safe, nurturing environment, spiritual foundation, and cultural 
experience to Native American Children in crisis.  With your support, you’re impacting the life of a Native youth of Oklahoma 
forever.  Help them reach their dreams, may it be a firefighter or the future world leader; they need your help.  

Some photos from 

Pastor Steve’s 

50th Anniversary  

Celebration!  

Jan and I are overwhelmed with gratitude for all the congregation did to rally around and make June 5th, one of the 

most memorable!  To celebrate my 50 years of pastoral ministry, and my ordination, was a profound moment.  I am so 

grateful to Dawn Kirton, our hospitality chair, and to Lynne Barbee, Susan and Sally Smith, Lamoine Tatum, Pretopher, 

Laura Martinez, Diana Parker, Janice Greene, Georgia Buchanan, Susie Bolden, Claire Bolton, Pat Hester and many oth-

ers.  I'm grateful to Ann Marie, to Leonard Barbee (coming back from his singing retirement!), and Matthew Harris  for 

outstanding music.  For Dezo and Kerry Triplett for creating such a beautiful bound memory book of letters.  And for 

Bruce Morgan and Ruth Rosell and Ray Schellinger and Adalia Gutierrez Lee -- such incredible and compassionate lead-

ers to celebrate with us!  And to Robin King and Megan Torres for creating the Stand-up Posters highlighting our 50 

years of ministry.  We are simply FILLED WITH GRATITUDE!  Thank you!  - Steve and Jan  

JUNE GIVING 
While we do not yet have the Finance report for June as of the date of this issue of Around and About, we did receive over 
$12,000 from givers who give to the church annually. This helps considerably. However, we still are struggling to keep up with the 
2022 church budget and urge everyone to examine their giving in 2022 to date and respond with generosity as possible.  Person-
al Giving Reports for the first six months of the year will be mailed in the next two weeks so that you can see what you have given 
to FBC in 2022 to date.  

Congratulations to Kathie Manda on her new granddaughter! 

Her son Frank and his wife, Kristen, welcomed Lucia LeeAnn Manda on June 26th 

2022, 8lbs 3.5ounces and 19.5 inches. Lucy was born a month early, her lungs were 

not fully developed, so she is spending some time in the NICU. She is doing better 

every day and Mom and Dad are doing well.  



UPCOMING JULY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

—In-person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website— 

THE GOSPEL IS PARTNERSHIPS!  

 July 3, “The Call of Cross-Cultural Partnerships,” Acts 10 
• Often, The Gospel will not be held back to old categories or ways of thinking. It will not be 

held back by exclusive ways of thinking, or exclusive ways of rewarding some and 
punishing others. We are called by Christ to break out of old patterns, old groupings, and 
to no longer just “stick to our own kind.” God through Christ loves the entire world with its 
amazing diversity. Stephen Jones, preaching; Dezo away. Communion Sunday; 

 July 10, “We Are Partners Together in Christ!”, Mark 6:6-14. I Cor. 3:9-11 
• We live in an individualistic society, a society that calls for individual freedoms, but very 

little about the value of what we hold in common. It is impossible to be partners with God 
because we cannot be equal with God. God sent Christ so that we might be able to be 
partners with Christ. God offers Christ to us as our partner. Stephen Jones, preaching, Dezo 
away 

 July 17, “God Will Guide Our Feet While We Run This Race”, based on Hebrews 12:1-3 

• Dezo Preaching; Steve away. 
 July 24, “Experience God In A New Way”, based on Isaiah 43:16-19 

• Dezo Preaching; Steve away. 

 July 31: Doctor of Ministry Sermon 
• Dezo Preaching; Steve away. 

YOUNG ADULT ZOOM MEETING  
(SATURDAY AT 7PM) 

Contact Pastor Dezo for the Zoom Link. Rev Dezo’s phone number is 785-424-5779.  

SPECIAL THANKS FOR THE BETHEL NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER PACKPACKS! 
We have collected ten backpacks with all the supplies needed. Special 
thanks to Jan Jones who has coordinated this effort, to Margo Humenczuk 
and Cheryl Twigg who both purchased two backpacks each, and many 
others who made financial donations. Dawn Kirton was able to secure 
donations from area stores of two large boxes of school supplies. 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION TO OUR CHURCH: 
SUNDAY, JULY 17 at noon. Representatives of MORE2 are 
coming to our church to make a presentation on home rule for Kansas 
City, MO police department. You may know that our police 
department is run by a Governor-appointed board not accountable to 
the taxpayers. Ours is the only city in Missouri where the police are 
not directly accountable to voters. Please plan to stay for their brief 
and informative presentation. 



• July 2nd — Saturday, Labyrinth Walk 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
• July 2nd — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• July 3rd — “The Call of Cross-Cultural Partnerships” Acts 10 
• July 4th — Monday, Church Office Closed in observance of Independence Day 
• July 5th — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• July 5th — Tuesday, 1:15 p.m. Food Pantry Restocking Day  
• July 9th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• July 10th — “We Are Partners Together in Christ!” Mark 6:6-14 I Cor. 3:9-11 
• July 12th — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• July 13th — Wednesday, Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
• July 15th — Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders 
• July 16th — Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
• July  16th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• July 17th — Dezo Preaching  
• July 17th — MORE2 Special Presentation at 2:00 p.m. 
• July 19th — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• July 23rd — Saturday at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• July 24th — Dezo Preaching  

MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 

We encourage those who worship on Sundays to wear masks in order to keep everyone healthy. The red 
cushions have now been returned to the sanctuary. 

NEED VIDEO/SOUND/STREAMING VOLUNTEERS!   
We still need more volunteers to serve in the sound balcony on Sunday 

mornings. Talk with Bill Humenczuk or Matt Clingan. 

Renovations by Punkin Patch 

The Punkin Patch Child Development Center received a $50,000 grant from the State of Missouri and the Board of Punkin Patch, 

affirmed by the church’s Trustees, are using this money to undertake these renovations: None of these improvements will cost 

the church budget.  

 Replacing the linoleum floor in the East wing lower hallway from the Fellowship Hall to the ceramic tile 
in the furthest East entrance with laminate flooring  

 Replacing the chain-link fence with a wood picket fence around the north playground and replac-
ing  the surface with artificial turf  

 Repairing the the surface of the south playground in several places and repairing the playground 
equipment  

 Replacing carpet in the two far east lower classrooms and the PP office  

(Photos from the Caribbean Dinner) 
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July Birthdays 
 

Sandi Leonard             01 
Kathie Manda   02 
Marie & David Humenczuk  04 
Lyndell Leatherman             04 
Julie Law                        12 
David Page              13 
Winston Frazier   14 
Becky Boden    18 
Amelie Clingan   22 
Irene Minor     22 
Musse Befekadu   23 
Linda Link    25 
Santiago Munoz   25 
Jerry Mustapha   31 

Website: www.fbckcmo.net 
 

TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 
10:50AM ON FACEBOOK GO TO: 

https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/   
 

TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO: 
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services  

(The services will be posted on our website at 1:00PM) 

SUNDAY, JULY 17 at Noon.  
Representatives of MORE2 are coming 
to our church to make a presentation on 
home rule for Kansas City, MO police 
department.  

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services

