
PIVOT 
Pivot has two meanings. It can be a shaft or pin on which something turns.  In the same definition it can be a 
person or thing playing a major role or central function.  For example, President Biden played a pivotal role in 
getting the new legislation passed.  But pivot also has a second meaning.  The action of pivoting, especially in 
basketball, has to do with stepping out on one foot while keeping the other foot at its point of contact. 
 

In the second sense of this word, we are at a pivotal moment in the pandemic.  If more of our citizens had 
taken seriously the call to get vaccinated, the new Delta variant would be stopped in its tracks.  Because so 
many places in rural Missouri have delayed getting vaccinations out, rural Missouri is now the #1 hot spot in 
the nation for the Delta variant.  This variant is deadly and highly contagious.  However, the three approved 
vaccines have all proved effective against the Delta.  Even the KC wastewater has now been tested positive 
for the Delta.  If you have been on the fence, I would strongly urge you to get vaccinated as soon as possible! 
 

But we are also at a pivotal moment in terms of keeping one foot fixed on the ground, and pivoting with the 
other foot to face the future.  The problem is, we don’t exactly know what a post-pandemic future looks like.  
None of us have ever been in this place before. But we must not be flat-footed, with both feet fixed to the 
floor. We have to be more flexible, to pivot into the future, however unknown. 
 

As a church, how will we pivot into a post-pandemic reality?  Fewer of our people are using the two weekly 
zoom connections because now more and more of us are having face to face contact with each other. Hardly a 
Sunday goes by but another 3-4 members return to the sanctuary for the first time.  We will continue 
streaming our worship services on Sunday morning.  But we hope that more of our people will return in 
person. And it feels more comfortable interacting on Sundays because most of us are fully vaccinated.  So, we 
don’t have to be quite so hesitant.  We continue to ask people to mask in the sanctuary while singing, and use 
their own discretion at other times.  We will continue to sit in every other row in the sanctuary for the 
foreseeable future. 
 

But what will it mean for us to pivot into the future?  How many of our former Learning Community Classes 
will be able to pivot into the future?  Or will we need to launch new Sunday morning learning opportunities?  
Will American Women’s Ministry continue? Will the men’s gathering on Sunday morning resume?  How will 
the young adults re-organize for the post-pandemic era?  What will our new children’s ministry appear?  What 
about trunk or treat?  What about Eggstravaganza?  What about Vacation Bible School? 
 

What about our 12 mission outreach groups?  Kansas City Jazz Vespers has just made the decision to launch a 
Spring series in March-April-May of 2022.  What about tutors returning to Red Bridge Elementary?  What 
about the young adults re-launching the monthly Labyrinth Walk?  Punkin Patch how now returned to full 
enrollment.  The Food Pantry will return to its former distribution design.  Living Nativity had a successful 
year this past Christmas and will likely continue that pattern this year.  We’re already raising funds for 
another mission trip to Nicaragua, waiting for an “all-clear” from that nation and its delayed vaccinations. 
 

We need to revisit all of our ministries.  Our music ministry will no doubt undergo a transition with a new 
Director of Music and Organist.  This will be an exciting time and an opportunity for those who may have 
been “on the fence” to become active in this vital ministry in our church.  Will it take on a new shape in a new 
era? 
 

What about CIA (Compassion in Action)?  This weekday calling ministry has been an important opportunity 
for laypeople to reach those in our church confined to their homes, or care centers. If it continues, it will likely 
need new volunteers. 
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But if we are pivoting – what else should we imagine and envision for our future?  I believe we are in fairly 
strong shape to re-engage for the future because we have not had long periods of closing down our weekly 
worship in the sanctuary.  A remnant has kept the fire burning.  We’ve had four new members and we have, 
every Sunday, a strong presence of visitors interested in our church.  This is a strong pivot into the future. 
 

I wish I had a crystal ball and could tell you all that we need to envision for the future.  We haven’t been here 
before.  But I know we need to be on our toes, not so thoroughly entrenched in the way we’ve always done it, 
but light footed so we can pivot into God’s future.  God did not cause this pandemic to happen.  But the 
pandemic itself is going to cause churches, families, businesses and organizations to re-think and pivot into a 
new future!  Let’s pivot together.  This could get very exciting! – Pastor Steve 

Search For A Music Director/Organist  and Choir Update 

We have been delighted to have Franklin Coleman play for us through July 4. He is 
a gracious and gi ed contributor to our worship life. Then, Ann Marie Rigler, 
professor of music and organist at William Jewell College will play for us during the 
rest of July and three Sundays in August.  The search for a permanent organist/
director con nues with  Dr. Sandi Leonard, as the search chair.  

We an cipate having two candidates audi on, one on August 8 and one on August 15, as we seek to make a 
final decision. This is an exci ng me as we an cipate a new era to our music ministry! We are in the process 
of polling choir members to determine their comfort in resuming the FBC Bell Choir and FBC Chancel Choir. 

New Era = Time to Update the Bylaws! 
The current and past moderators and pastors have formed a task group working on an update of our church 
bylaws. Please be in prayer for them. Our moderator, Kerry Triple , is leading this effort, authorized by the 
Execu ve Council to simplify the bylaws to be er serve our current era. 

The FBC Youth Group will meet on Sunday, July 18, a er church for a 

BBQ and to prepare laye es for AMOS health and hope ministry in 

Nicaragua. Contact Mariko for more informa on. All are welcome to 

enjoy the BBQ. Please RSVP to the office or on the Green Sheet. 

MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 
We URGE EVERYONE to get vaccinated as soon as possible, 
unless your doctor advises otherwise. There is a new Delta stain of 
COVID-19 that is very contagious and deadly, but all three 
approved vaccinations have proven effective against it. We urge that 
you wear your face mask in the sanctuary while singing. If fully 
vaccinated, you may use your own discretion at all other times. 

The church office will be closed on Monday, July 5 in observance 

of Independence Day and on July 26‐28 for vaca on me for our 

Office Manager, Megan Torres. 

FBC Execu ve Council mee ng will be Sunday, July 18, a er church in the 

Fireside Room. 



 

 
WE PRAY FOR… 
 Bill Be eridge is now Bickford Care Center in Raytown.  Soon a er he entered that facility, one resident 

acquired covid‐19, resul ng in all residents being on a month‐long quaran ne.  This has proved very 
frustra ng to Bill and Pat to be completely cut off from contact, but the quaran ne is now li ed and he can 
receive visitors. Pat Be eridge is home but struggling with severe back pain. 

 Peg Morgan has now relocated to her original home near Scranton, PA to live with her daughter, Margee, and 
one other nearby son.  Her son here in KC has sold his home and is reloca ng to the east coast.  Peg will be 
near most of her grandchildren and great‐grandchildren.  She is tearful about leaving her church and her many 
church and community friends.  But she is doing very well in making a fresh start. She would love to hear from 
you. Her postal address is: Peg Morgan, 112 Laurel Acres Road, Milford, PA  18337.    

 Pa y Van at home, staying well 
 Melba McIntosh has remaining respiratory issues but ge ng stronger 
 Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Chris ne Rinck, in serious health decline in Ireland and Chris’ nephew, Ron 

Engle, dealing with serious cancer in Texas 
 Debbie Ebright experiencing serious back pain and asks for our prayers 
 Sue Hansen working to regain strength in her le  leg, now at home 
 Pat Logan, at home, in weakened condi on 
 Sherry Mustapha, at home,  dealing with back pain and respiratory issues  
 Dezo Schreiner is involved with her first annual intensive in her Doctor of Ministry studies from June 20‐July 9.  

She will be back in worship on July 11. 
 Dalie Ortet is now back in Florida following an extended stay with her father who has a serious cancer 

diagnosis.  Dalie was able to use her medical exper se to help her father get be er medical treatment.  Daylin 
and Dalie will be returning to KC on July 1.  Daylin will be giving birth to their baby in mid‐September! 

 Paul Sienkiewicz, hospitalized, but soon to relocate to Buffalo, NY. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
 Barry Speert for leading the June Thursday evening Adult study opportunity.  There will likely be one more 

session, so remain tuned in for the date! 
 Dawn Kirton who hosted a wonderful Caribbean Heritage Month Celebra on! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
 Debbie Speert and Barry Speert and Claire Bolton and Dani Gonzalez were all given the Hand of Fellowship as 

the newest members of our church on June 13.  Welcome!  
 Cole Alexander Contreras, Yui Tadokoro’s son, was dedicated in worship on June 20.  
 Laura Mar nez becoming a grandmother!  Her son and daughter‐in‐law, Travis and Rachel, have given birth in 

Greensboro, NC to Tully Ann Mar nez, born on June 1 at 7:26 pm.  She weighed 6 lbs 9 oz.  Mother and baby 
are doing great!  Also, Laura accompanied her daughter, Chris ne, back to NYC recently a er earning her 
Ph.D. in Spanish studies. Chris ne will be a graduate assistant next year at NYU.   

 

WE SHARE OUR LONG‐TERM PRAYER FOR… 
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — JoAnn Gardner — Roberta Stevenson— Randal Palmer — Cose e Kelly  
 

WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY… 
Kathleen Brown — Maybelle Logan — Geraldine Raines — Bobbie Matson — Joy Yonga Choi—Jus n Prigel 
(military in South Korea)  



 

RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 

Food Pantry Activity Dates 
July 6 Tuesday – 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day—CANCELLED 

July 14 Wednesday – Deadline to Request Food  

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-
0250) anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., July 14.  They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered 
before their request for food can be processed. 

July 16 Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

July 17 Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 

If there are any questions, please call Dina Giesler, coordinator for the Food Pantry, at 
816.665.5301. 

In June we contributed $747.17 to the Murrow Indian Children’s Home 
and Bacone College. Thank you for your support. 

The July Communion Offering 

INQUIRERS GATHERING….there will be an Inquirers Gathering for any guests, prospective 
members or new members of our church after worship on Sunday, July 11.  A lunch will be included.  It will 
be hosted by the pastors and held in the Fireside Room, beginning at 12 pm.  Information packets about all 
aspect of our church will be distributed and time for questions and dialogue. Please RSVP through the church 
office or on the Green Sheets. 

The July Communion Offering will go to the Deacon Fellowship Fund to assist persons and families in and 
around our church in crisis and transi on. The Deacon Fund has a much lower balance due to the number of 
people we have been able to assist in recent months. 

MAY FINANCIAL REPORT 

For May, our giving was at $11,334 and the budget called for $12,846, so it wasn't far off.  For 

the year to date, five months, we are looking very good.  To date our five‐month giving has been 

$64,890 and the budget calls for $64,230, so we are actually about $600 over budget so far this 

year.  Given the pandemic, etc., we are in a strong situa on. 

An endowment transfer for $21,000 was made in early June.  That is $7,000 a month for the first 

three months of the year as called for in the budget.   

Right now, not including that endowment transfer, for the year to date, we are running $40,624 

in the red.  If we had transferred the full endowment amount, it would be $35,000, $5,000 in 

the red. 

Daylin and Dalie’s baby shower will be on July 17th at 3:30 PM in the 
Fireside Room. Please RSVP to help with and/or a end the baby shower 
on the Green Sheet. 



 

The Youth Class will meet at 10 a.m. on Sunday Mornings via Zoom and In‐Person. 

July 2021 Mission Updates   
 

Join us for a virtual mission trip to Nicaragua!   
Many have expressed interest, but were unable to travel with us on previous mission trips; NOW is 
YOUR chance!  Here is a short Youtube video on the Passport to NICA Virtual Mission trip.  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=09OmtWXa05Q   
 

The virtual Mission Trip to NICA will begin Wednesday July 7th and continue for five weeks!  Join us 
at 7:00 pm in the Cross Generations room or via zoom.  Although you can sign up as an individual, 
we will join together as a church with a facilitator from our previous mission trips to Nicaragua so you 
don’t need to register individually.  If you can’t meet those dates and times, you can register 
individually and do the program on your own.  The benefit to doing the virtual mission trip with us at 
church is that our own members who have actually traveled to Nicaragua on AMOS mission trips will 
facilitate the program each week and share their knowledge and impressions with us.  AMOS has a 
powerful ministry, that has impacted each of us on the previous mission trips.   
  

Download the individual participant guide here: https://www.amoshealth.org/wp-content/uploads/
sites/62/2021/05/Passport-to-Nica-Participant-Guide.pdf   For those of you attending at church we 
will have some printed and ready for you.  If anyone does not have a printer, please let Megan know 
and we’ll mail you a participant guide. 
 

We’re looking forward to seeing you Wednesdays July 7, 14, 21, 28 and August 4th.   
 

Murrow Indian Children’s Home and Bacone College 

Many thanks to all of you who donated to the June communion offering for Murrow Indian Children’s 
Home and Bacone College.  Mid-way through June we received a special request from Murrow 
Indian Children’s home.  They were unaware we were collecting a special offering, and wrote to ask 
for funds and volunteers to help bring the buildings where the children and staff live up to code.  
They have had no volunteers for the past year, resources are down, and it’s been a struggle just to 
feed all the kids.  A ceiling fan and light fixture must be purchased and installed to bring the buildings 
up to licensing standards.  
 

Examples of other needs are: 
1. Remove dishwashers and install 3- compartment sinks in all three cottages.   
2. Install storm doors on all three apartments 

We have the doors we just need them installed. Need cost to install or someone to 
install 

3. Exterior Security Cameras:  Purchase cameras and install 
 

We will divide the funds received in June between Murrow and Bacone College.  If anyone would 
like to make an additional donation, just donate to the church with a note “Murrow” and we’ll see that 
it gets sent.  If anyone is interested in volunteering, contact Margo Humenczuk and she can get you 
the information.  If a group of people want to go down to Oklahoma for a few days, we can organize 
a mission trip, just let Margo and the mission board know of your interest.  We took a group of youth 
to Murrow a number of years ago, and it was a very rewarding experience. 
 

Mission Trip Opportunity 
Great Rivers Region is sponsoring a discovery mission trip to Costa Rice in November.  If anyone is 
interested, please see Margo Humenczuk for more information. 
 

Thank You 
In July, our youth will be assembling layettes to go to new mothers who participate in prenatal care 
with AMOS and deliver their baby in a hospital  in Nicaragua.  Thank you, youth!  These provide 
essential items to care for newborns. 
—Margo Humenczuk 



UPCOMING SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
— July Worship and Preaching Series in‐person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on 

Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website — 
 

“DEEP PLACES OF THE HEART” 
— Using the Psalms to Explore the Depths of Faith — 

 

Sunday, July 4, Psalm 111: “Deep Awe”  
 Communion Sunday; Deacon Fellowship Fund Offering; Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching. 
 

Sunday, July 11, Psalm 101: “Deep Integrity” 
 Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching. 
 

“GOD OF THE EAST AND WEST” 
The Story of Jesus Healing the Centurion’s Servant 

Ma hew 8:5‐13; Luke 7:1‐10 
 

Sunday, June 18, “A Centurion’s Love” 
 Though he had authority over his servant, he loved his servant as one would love his own brother; and he 

went to extraordinary length to find healing for his servant. Love was the great mo vator of this story. Love 
can make those who appear unequal, to stand on common ground. 

 Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching. 
 

Sunday, July 25, “A Centurion’s Respect” 
 The centurion respected Jesus’ reputa on and did not want him to enter his house, a Jewish rabbi entering a 

Gen le home, would taint Jesus’ reputa on. When we offer respect to others, it is a gracious gi . 

 Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching. 
 

Sunday, August 1, “A Centurion’s Authority” 
 “I am a man under authority.” The centurion had faith that his authority over others was like unto Jesus’ 

authority over disease; that paralysis was in part a spiritual issue; “I can give orders to those under my 
command; yet, I am helpless to heal my beloved servant.” 

 Communion Sunday; United Mission Giving Offering ABCUSA; Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching. 

YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT 

Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up and do a devo onal. We meet via Zoom on Saturday evenings at 
8pm. Contact Pastor Dezo at 785.424.5779 for the Zoom link if you are interested.  

To my friends in Christ at FBCKCMO: 
Words seem inadequate to express my deep gratitude for the cards, emails, phone 
calls, and especially the prayers from many of you during my “bout” with COVID-19. 
Having this virus has left me with several health problems that have impacted my 
recovery. Unfortunately, this recovery process is a slow one, but I am grateful to God 

that I have caring friends at FBC. Thank you for your thoughtfulness. I look forward to thanking you personally 
when I am able to return to church. May God bless each of you! Fondly, Sherry Mustapha 

A feature ar cle in the Mar n City Telegraph was published in late May about Stephen Jones' new historical novel, 
"Galusha, Crisis and Courage in a Civil War Pastor."   You can purchase his book on Amazon.com either paperback 
or kindle versions.  You can also order from the publisher, www.trafford.com.  All the proceeds from this book go 
to Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School, where Galusha a ended in the 1800's and Steve in the early 1970's.  



 

 

 

 

 July 4th— Independence Day; “Deep Awe” 
 July 5th—Office closed in observance of Independence Day 
 July 6th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
 July 10th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng 
 July 11th— “Deep Integrity” 
 July 13th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
 July 14th—Wednesday Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
 July 16th—Friday, 1:15‐3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders 
 July 17th—Saturday, 9:00‐11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
 July 17th—Saturday, 3:30pm Baby Shower/8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng 
 July 18th— “A Centurion’s Love”/Youth BBQ & Execu ve Council Mee ng 
 July 20th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
 July 24th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng 
 July 25th— “A Centurion’s Respect” 
 July 26‐28—Office closed for Office Manager’s vaca on 
 July 27th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
 August 1st— “A Centurion’s Authority” 

TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK‐IN AND BIBLE STUDY 
We con nue to study of The Gospel of Luke online via Zoom! We start by checking in to make 
sure everyone is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly a er. Tuesday mornings 
from 10 – 11 am. Each week, the zoom link to this Dialogue and Bible study will be sent to the 
congrega on so you can link in. 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 

1.  Go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Mee ng ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 

2.   Mee ng ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

SUNDAY JOURNEYS BIBLE STUDY  
On Sundays we meet via Zoom and in person at 9:30am. A rota on of teachers will be 
teaching this interac ve class weekly using the Judson Quarterly, ‘Journeys.’ Call the church 
office if you would like the new quarterly mailed to you. 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 
1.       Go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?
pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09  
2.       Mee ng ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 
1.       Call 312.626.6799 
2.       Mee ng ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 



First Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri 
Rev. Dezo Schreiner, Dr. Stephen D Jones, & 

Rev. Stephanie Spears, Pastors 
100 W Red Bridge Road 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

July Birthdays 
Sandi Leonard              01 
Kathie Manda              02 
Zaria Harper-Briscoe   02 
Marie & David Humenczuk   04 
Lyndell Leatherman              04 
Julie Law                         12 
Winston Frazier              14 
Becky Boden                         18 
Amelie Clingan              22 
Irene Minor                           22 
Musse Befekadu                  23 
Santiago Munoz              25 
Jerry Mustapha              31 

Website:  www. ckcmo.net 
TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON FACEBOOK GO TO 

 h ps://www.facebook.com/ ckc/   
TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO  

h p:// ckcmo.net/worship‐services  
The streaming service on our website will be online at 1:00 p.m. 

A Poem Wri en by Kathy (Kat) Hinton. 
(In Memory of her Birthday Last Month on June 12) 

 

I Smile So You Will Smile 
 

We all have struggles, burdens and worries. 

God gave us the gi  of a mouth on our face, so smile. 

When I feel a power coming from heaven above like a shower, so smile. 

When there are no blue skies know God will see your way through, so smile.. 

When we wake up to a new day we are thankful, so smile. 

God is smiling down on us, so smile. 


