
The Politicization of Science 
Anthony Fauci, our nation’s pre-eminent infectious disease leader, who has spent an entire career in his 
position with the federal government, recently lamented, about how science has now been viewed with 
skepticism and even derision by many in our society. Lawrence Gostin, a professor at Georgetown Law who 
specializes in public health, has known Fauci for almost half a century and considers him a friend.  
 
“He has got caught in the rabid politicization of American culture,” Gostin lamented, “and he has got caught 
right in the crosshairs of the COVID culture wars these past years.” 
 
Gostin, who said he shared Fauci’s dismay at the “venom” of some of the attacks, also expressed concern 
about the general climate surrounding science, which seems unlikely to change after Fauci leaves 
government service in December.  
 
“Public health and science itself has been pilloried. There is an enormous fatigue, resignation and sheer 
exhaustion in the entire scientific community. People are quitting their jobs, or when they are keeping their 
jobs, they are keeping their heads down,” he said. 
 
This is a remarkable change from the high respect that science and scientists have held in our society for 
most of my life. The contribution that science has made to our society is unmistakable. We are all 
beneficiaries of it. But Dr. Fauci had a nearly impossible task: to convince a skeptical President during the 
pandemic and then to convince an increasingly polarized society. The decision to lock-down our society, to 
close schools, to close businesses, to close churches, was drastic but also likely helped save many lives. Even 
now, we are seeing in China that the government’s hard-line in closing down its society and forcing people to 
stay home led to mass protests, a rare thing in that Communist nation. 
 
Our lock-down will likely have a generational impact upon nearly every aspect of American society and we 
are far from the end of it. We keep talking about post-pandemic society, but covid-19 and its variants are still 
among us, not taking as many lives, and much of that is due to vaccinations, but still causing real challenges 
in the nation’s medical care system. Many churches and other organizations will not easily or quickly 
recover. We still see around 35-40 people in our sanctuary on Sunday mornings, about half of the pre-
pandemic level. One of our active members returned for the first time on one Advent Sunday. He said, “I’ve 
listened every Sunday to the streaming services and I have appreciated this so much as a way to stay 
connected. But it is clearly not the same as attending in person, as interacting with fellow church members, 
as sharing this sanctuary with others.” 
 
It’s true. I wish I could say that every month we see our numbers increasing in terms of physical attendance. 
But the numbers have remained largely the same since last Spring. I wish I could say that the pandemic has 
not had a real impact upon our financial health as a church. But, with so many of our members continuing 
faithful giving, our over-all giving has not kept up and we must adopt a budget for 2023 that is very tight and 
depends too much upon a fragile unrestricted endowment. 
 
I am confident we will see our way through. I understand with flu and respiratory illnesses and covid why 
people are still reticent and careful. I respect that. Maybe as the winter passes, we might see a break. We 
definitely need a break! 

-  Rev. Stephen Jones 
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NEED VIDEO/SOUND/STREAMING VOLUNTEERS!   
We still need more volunteers to serve in the sound balcony on Sunday mornings.  

Talk with Bill Humenczuk or Matt Clingan. 

 

*The Journeys Bible Study Class, open to all adults, has an exciting new curriculum beginning in September. These 
lessons are thought-provoking and lend themselves to group Bible study. 9:30 -10:30 am in Cross-Generations Class. 

 
We soon will have two dedicated classrooms for our children and a second one 
for youth. They are the two classrooms on the far eastern end of the upstairs 

hallway, the former Wilson Classroom for children and returning the last 
classroom to its original Youth Classroom and Gathering Room. Funds from 

the Susan Baker Fund will be used to furnish these two rooms. 
 

CHILDREN: Our co-pastors are now leading in Children’s Church on a weekly basis. They go out with the children after 
the offering and join Amelie and the children in a time of worship. 
 

YOUTH: The Teen class continues with Pastor Steve at 9:30 am each morning in the pastor’s office through December 
and then in the new Youth Classroom 
 

YOUNG ADULTS: We want to make a concerted effort to reach out to our young adults who still live in the KC area. 
 

INFANTS: We will complete furnishing the Quiet Room for infants and toddlers. The closed-circuit TV in that room 
shows our worship service “live.” 

LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS: 

OUR ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER  
Sunday, Jan. 29, at noon in Fellowship Hall 

We will again ask for members to help prepare the food to keep costs 
down and involve as many volunteers as possible!  

We will elect new officers and members of Boards for 2023 and adopt a 2023 Church Budget. 

2023 Flower Calendar 

The 2023 Flower Calendar is now posted on the 
bulletin board in the commons area. If you are 
interested in providing chancel flowers please 

write your name on the date on the calendar and 
Kathie Manda will contact you for details. 

*Handbell Choir will be still postponed for 

further notice.  

*Chancel choir rehearsal resume on 

Wednesday, Jan. 4th at 7pm-8:30pm. 



WE PRAY FOR… 
• Gary Twigg has completed his daily radiation treatments for a malignancy in his neck at Menorah 

Hospital.  
• Bill and Chris Rinck who are making strong progress in recovery. 
• Peg Morgan passed on to eternal life on December 2 in Milford, PA, surrounded by her family. Peg 

was 96 years old and had been in remarkable shape until she experienced two strokes in her final 
months. She is survived by four of her children and many grand children and great grandchildren, 
many of whom live in the Scranton/Wilmington area. She was a remarkable friend to so many in 
our congregation. Peg moved away from Kansas City when her son, Gary, and his spouse, Larry, 
decided to relocate back East near the rest of the family. 

• Patty Van at home, staying well 
• Bill Betteridge at Bickford Care Center in Raytown. Pat Betteridge is home, dealing with back pain 

and respiratory issues. 
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, and Mary Ann, granddaughter, in health 

decline in Ireland. 
• Geraldine (Gerry) Raines in nursing care in northern Arkansas 
• Debbie Ebright experiencing back pain and asks for our prayers 
• Fofo Jackson, our choir director, under doctor’s orders to “lie low” for much of December. Fofo 

hopes to return in January. 
• Jerry and Sherry Mustapha, at home 
• Dixie Kelly’s brother, Wilbur, in final stages in NYC 
• Carol Wade, daughter of Irene Howard, now in nursing care in Briarcliff area 
• Bob Middleton, Jr., son of former pastor, Rev. Robert Middleton, who passed on to eternal life at 

the age of 78 in Massachusetts, where he spent his career as an ABC pastor 
• A member of our congregation undergoing chemo treatments for cancer. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
• Cameron Leonard who was the sound/video tech on the Christmas Eve & Christmas Day service. 

He graduates this Spring from Purdue with a Master’s Degree. 
• Eyvonne Walker who has served as our interim choir director while Dr. Jackson has been in 

recovery. She has led the choir in a gifted and enthusiastic way! 
• Everyone who made our Advent Family Luncheon on Dec. 11 such a success. Thanks to Dawn 

Kirton for coordinating the meal and to all the volunteers who helped prepare and host the meal. 
• Our Chancel Choir members, small but mighty, who sang throughout the Christmas season and 

offered their Christmas Cantata on Sunday, Dec. 18. The choir sang both on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas morning. 

• Eric Williams, spouse of Ann Marie Rigler, who played the violin for the Christmas Eve service. 
 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
• Everyone who volunteered to make the 2022 Living Nativity a success. Thanks to Dezo for 

coordinating the effort this year. 
 

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR… 
Kathleen Brown—Maybelle Logan—Bobbie Matson—Justin Prigel (military in Italy) — Becky Boden  
— Joann Jamerson (Roberta Stevenson’s sister) — David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) —  Cosette Kelly  



RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY ACTIVITY DATES 
Monday, January 2nd — 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day (Volunteers Needed!) 

Wednesday, January 18th — Deadline for clients call Food Pantry Phone Line 

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (816–908-
7800) anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., January 18th. They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered 
before their request for food can be processed. 

Friday, January 20th— 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

Saturday, January 21st — 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Clients Pick Up Orders 

Red Bridge Food Pantry NEEDS — January 2022: 

 Canned Stew 
 Instant Mashed Potatoes 
 Peas – regular and low sodium 
 Mixed Vegetables – regular and low sodium 
 Spaghetti Sauce 
 Facial Tissues 
 Dishwashing Liquid 
 Laundry Detergent (especially “free and clear” or unscented) 
 Deodorant (men’s & women’s) 
 Shampoo 

Contact Claire Bolton with any questions at 816.589.4678 

Links for our global mission partner, Rev. Joy Yonga 

Choi’s Welcoming Church. 
Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/the.welcoming.church.of.seoul?
mibextid=LQQJ4d  

 

Youtube Link for Church Services:  

https://youtube.com/@thewelcomingchurch3984  

** We have extended this offering 

online until January 31st, 2023. 

The Welcoming Church  
in Seoul, South Korea 

https://www.facebook.com/the.welcoming.church.of.seoul?mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://www.facebook.com/the.welcoming.church.of.seoul?mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://youtube.com/@thewelcomingchurch3984


—In-person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website— 
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP IN JANUARY: 
PETER’S JOURNEY: CRISIS, COURAGE, FEAR AND STRENGTH! 

 

 New Year’s Sunday, January 1st: “We have seen this star in the East”, Mt. 2:2; 

Luke 2:21-24 
 We end this story by the most “Jewish” part of the nativity story, Jesus’ 
circumcision and his dedication in the Temple. 
— Pastor Steve, preaching 
 

 Sunday, January 8th: “What Love Looks Like”, 1 Corinthians 13:4-7  

— Pastor Dezo, preaching 
 

 Sunday, January 15th: “Martin Luther King, Jr.”, Amos 5:24 
 “Turning Toward the Beloved community: why we must turn from White 
Christian Nationalism.” 
 Peter is presented as the most human character in the New Testament. We see 
his failures and triumphs clearly. He becomes a natural model for the rest of us 
struggling as we do with our own humanity – and giftedness! 
— Pastor Steve, preaching 
 

 Sunday, January 22nd: “Peter’s Journey: Beginning with a Call”, Luke 5:1-11 
 Peter’s call to discipleship along the Sea of Galilee begins with his own statement 
of unworthiness. His call by Jesus required his accepting love undeserved. 
— Pastor Dezo, preaching 
 

 Sunday, January 29th: “Peter’s Journey: Cocky Uncertainty!”, Mt. 14:23-33 
 Peter’s cocky certainty that if Jesus can walk on water, certainly he can as well. 
And the moment his feet hit the water, his uncertainty takes over! He allows Jesus to 
steady his journey. 
— Pastor Steve, preaching 

CHECK OUT THE CHURCH WEBSITE! 
How do I find sermons on the website?   

Go to our website: www.fbckcmo.net 
1. A menu will appear on the top of the screen.   
2. Click “Worship Services”. You will find the most recent sermon video displayed at the top 

of the page. 
3. To listen to the sermon, click on the video and press play. 
4. If a sermon text is available, a button titled “Resources” will display underneath the 

video. Click the button to download the text. 
5. You will see a listing of previous sermons, in order from most recent to oldest, at the very 

bottom of the page. Click the one you want to view. It will display at the top of the page. 
Press play to begin viewing. 

http://www.fbckcmo.net


    The GREEN SHEET is making a difference 
God has a way of tugging at our hearts when we are made aware of special  
opportunities and needs.  The Green Sheet includes short-term, one-time, 
“get-it-done” ways to get involved in FBC!  Give spiritual attention to the 

Green Sheet for upcoming specific opportunities to expand the work of God 
through FBC/KCMO!  

 

Seven Wilson Scholarship grants were made available to seven 

of our members who are involved in undergraduate and graduate 
studies. We are proud of these students and glad that we can 
support them in their studies.  
 
Jan Jones, chair; Bill Rinck, Melba McIntosh, and John Hopkins. 

Articles for the February issue of the Around and About 
are due on Wednesday, January 23rd to be published 

later that week. 

December Offering 

In December, we received $660.00 in a 

special offering for the new church start 

in Seoul, South Korea, founded by our 

global mission partner, Rev. Joy Yonga 

Choi. 

** We have extended this offering 

online until January 31st, 2023. 

January Offering 

In January, our annual offering is to honor retired ABC Pastors & Missionaries with a 

love offering and to provide an emergency fund for working Pastors. 

2023 



• January 1st — “We have seen this star in the East”, Mt. 2:2; Luke 2:21-24 

• January 2nd — FBC Offices closed in observance of New Years 
• January 2nd — Monday, 1:15 p.m. Food Pantry Restocking Day 
• January 3rd — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• January 7th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• January 8th — “What Love Looks Like”, 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

• January 10th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• January 14th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• January 15th — “Martin Luther King, Jr.”, Amos 5:24 

• January 17th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• January 18th — Wednesday, Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
• January 20th — Friday, 1:15 p.m. Fill Client Food Pantry Orders 
• January 21st — Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
• January 21st — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• January 22nd — “Peter’s Journey: Beginning with a Call”, Luke 5:1-11 

• January 24th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• January 28th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• January 29th — “Peter’s Journey: Cocky Uncertainty!”, Mt. 14:23-33 

• January 31st — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 

YOUNG ADULT ZOOM MEETING  
(SATURDAYS AT 8PM) 

Contact Pastor Dezo for the Zoom Link. Rev Dezo’s phone number is 785-424-5779.  

MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 
We encourage those who worship on Sundays to wear masks in 

order to keep everyone healthy. The red cushions have now 
been returned to the sanctuary. 

TUESDAY MORNING, 10AM CONGREGATIONAL CHECK-IN AND BIBLE 
STUDY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 

(TAUGHT BY PASTORS DEZO AND STEVE) 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 

1.  Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 US 

(Chicago) 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
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January Birthdays 
 

Spruce Owens                  03 
Nicholas Ferguson        04 
Aria Crosby                   13 
Sherry Mustapha                  13 
Debbie Speert        13 
Anita Ziegler                   16 
Christopher (Kit) Leonard       18 
Jim Dingwerth        20 
Lynette Adkins        22 
Joy Yonga Choi        27 
Leonard Barbee        31 

Website: www.fbckcmo.net 
 

TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON 
FACEBOOK GO TO: 

https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/   
 

TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO: 
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services  

(The services will be posted on our website at 1:00PM) 

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services

