
 

How You View Jesus Matters 

 
We are Christians, followers of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, it should be of no small matter of importance to us 
how we view Jesus.  You could answer, “I view Jesus the way the New Testament views Him.”  But that isn’t 
totally accurate because there are at least four major views or perspectives on Jesus presented in the New 
Testament: 

a. The first three “synoptic” Gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke, present a picture of the earthly Jesus 
and His ministry that is fairly similar.  In these Gospels, for example, Jesus is very hesitant to 
proclaim His real identity or mission. 

b. The Gospel of John comes from a different memory tradition among early Christians and paints a 
little different perspective on Jesus.  In John, Jesus is eager to proclaim His identity and mission. 

c. Apostle Paul’s letters present a different perspective on Jesus.  Actually Paul is centered upon 
Jesus as the Crucified Lord and the Resurrected Christ.  He shares almost no information about or 
interest in the earthly ministry of Jesus. 

d. Some of the later New Testament writers present a loftier image of Jesus in a more male-
dominated hierarchy that emerged in the early churches by this time. 

 
Then along came the early church councils, after the New Testament had been written, that struggled with 

Jesus’ identity.  Was He a genuine human being?  Was He an angelic being that “looked like” a human?  Was 

He fully human?  Was He fully divine?   

So, what is your perspective?  As Christians, we should be thinking about these matters because if we are 

confused or hazy about who Jesus is, then are we not also confused and hazy about our faith in Him? 

In my new book, “Learning Jesus,” I speak of two ways of viewing Jesus: 

a. The Arrived Jesus.  This Jesus was “fully arrived” the moment He entered the world in a 

Bethlehem Stable.  He had nothing to learn, because He already “knew it all.”  He had nothing to 

discover and no difficult choices or crossroads because His life was fully scripted by God.  He had 

already arrived at His destination. 

b. The Becoming Jesus.  This is a view of Jesus who faced many crossroads, points of decision, 

struggles and crises, all of which shaped his faithful response to God’s call.  This “learning Jesus” 

was born into a world of stereotypes and prejudice and He, like others, had to overcome these 

human boundaries in order to become the Savior of the world.  Like all human beings, He was a 

human becoming. 

In 2022, I hope to present some of this material in presentations to other churches and groups.  You have 

heard me speak of this in sermons over the last several years.  But I believe that churches should help its 

members articulate a “Christology” (who Jesus is to us) that is compelling, articulate, and insightful.  Toward 

that end, the “Pastor’s Class” that I have been teaching this fall will shift gears as I teach a class on 

“Developing your Christology,” or developing your perspective on Jesus Christ. 

I plan to begin on Sunday, January 16.  If you are interested, I hope you will join me in the Fireside Room at 

9:30 am on that and subsequent Sundays. 

 -Pastor Steve 
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• January 2nd— “They Called Him a Nazarene” 
• January 4th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• January 5th—6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir; 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
• January 8th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• January 9th— “Diversity Can be Transformational” 
• January 23rd— Noon; Reception for Janelle Jones & Dwight Crosby 
• January 11th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• January 12th—Wednesday Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
• January 12th—6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir; 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
• January 14th—Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders 
• January 15th—Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
• January 15th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• January 16th— “Why Race Matters” 
• January 18th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• January 19th—6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir; 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
• January 22nd—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• January 23rd— “Jesus as a Friend” 
• January 23rd— Noon; Annual Meeting 
• January 25th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• January 26th—6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir; 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
• January 29th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• January 30th— “Jesus as a Practicing Jew” 

   

CHECK OUT THE CHURCH WEBSITE! 
How do I find sermons on the website?   

Go to our website: www.fbckcmo.net. 
1. A menu will appear on the top of the screen.   
2. Click “Worship Services”.  You will find the most recent sermon video displayed at the top of the page. 
3. To listen to the sermon, click on the video and press play. 
4. If a sermon text is available, a button titled “Resources” will display underneath the video. Click the button 

to download the text. 
5. You will see a listing of previous sermons, in order from most recent to oldest, at the very bottom of the 

page. Click the one you want to view.  It will display at the top of the page. Press play to begin viewing. 

YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT 

Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up and do a devotional. We meet via Zoom on Saturday evenings at 
8pm. Contact Pastor Dezo at 785.424.5779 for the Zoom link if you are interested.  

 

The Youth Class will meet at 10 a.m. on Sunday Mornings via Zoom and In-Person. 

http://www.fbckcmo.net


 

 
WE PRAY FOR… 
• Bill Betteridge at Bickford Care Center in Raytown.  Pat Betteridge is home, struggling with back pain and 

respiratory issues.  
• The family of Randall Palmer, who passed on to eternal life on Nov. 21.  His memorial service was in our 

sanctuary on Thursday, Dec. 16.    He was 95 years old and a long-time member of our church, moving 
back to Kansas City after the death of his wife.  He was a rotating teacher in the Wilson Class and a life-
long lawyer in Pittsburgh KS and Stockton, MO  

• Patty Van at home, staying well 
• Pat Logan is now in hospice care 
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, in health decline in Ireland.   
• Debbie Ebright experiencing back pain and asks for our prayers 
• Sue Hansen, now living at Brookdale on  Wornall Road. 
• Sherry and Jerry Mustapha, residents at Novel Place, struggling with health issues.  
• Dalie Ortet’s father remains in serious condition in Cuba.  
• David Page who has contracted covid and is home recovering 
• Diana Parker’s daughter, Kimberly, who lives in Cincinnati, caring for her father who is entering hospice 

care 
• Margo who had successful foot and is now home recuperating. 
• Amaya, Geneva’s great-niece who just lost her father. 
• Toni Page tested positive for Covid. She is a high-risk person. Let us pray for mild symptoms for her. 
 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
• The decision of Donte Brown, the son of Christine Garner, who came forward to join our church in 

December on his 25th birthday!    
• Geneva Abel upon the birth of her grandchild over Christmas in San Diego.  Geneva and her son, Philemon, 

flew to meet their newest family member 
• Stephen Jones who has been approved by the region’s Ordination Council to proceed with an American 

Baptist recognized ordination in 2022.  It will occur on June 5.  
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
• 14 members of our church who have stepped up to coordinate our church sponsoring an Afghani refugee 

family!!  Our team is going through training now and we expect to co-sponsor a newly arriving family soon. 
• Kathie Manda who put together budget recommendations for 2022 
• Claire Bolton who is now the director of the Red Bridge Food Pantry! 
• Congratulations to Josue Aguilar who has received the award of the 2021 Latinx Educators of 

the Year.  
 Educator of the Year: Josue Agular-Bautista, Spanish Instructor, Kansas City Public Schools 
• All who helped make this year’s Living Nativity a success! 

 

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR… 
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — Roberta Stevenson — Cosette Kelly -- Preston Williams (Terri Freeman’s brother) 
  

WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY… 
Kathleen Brown—Maybelle Logan—Geraldine Raines—Bobbie Matson—Joy Yonga Choi—Justin Prigel (military in Italy)  

A reception will be held after church in the Commons honoring Dwight Crosby and Janelle Jones as they 
look ahead in coming weeks to the birth of their second daughter.  The baby is expected the second week 
of February, but doctors think the birth will actually come in January!  If you want to bring a card, or a gift 
card (Target or Amazon), you can.  Otherwise, join us as we celebrate with them in a reception on Sunday, 

January 9 at the close of worship.  All are invited.  Janelle is the daughter of Jan and Stephen Jones.  



 

RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 

Food Pantry Activity Dates 

Monday, January 6– 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day  

Wednesday, January 12 – Deadline to Request Food  

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-
0250) anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., January 12.  They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered 
before their request for food can be processed. 

Friday, January 14, 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

Saturday, January 15, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 

If there are any questions, please call Claire Bolton, coordinator for the Food Pantry, at 
816.589.4678. 

During December, we received $2923 for the special Afghani Family Sponsorship 
Fund. We almost reached our goal of $3000! Thank you all for your generosity! 

TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK-IN AND BIBLE STUDY 
We are studying of The Gospel of John online via Zoom! We start by checking in to make sure 
everyone is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly after. Tuesday mornings from 
10 – 11 am.  

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 

1.  Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

The January Communion Offering 

Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering -- every January we receive the RMMOffering.  The 
theme this year is "Transformed by Generosity" from 2 Corinthians 3:18 

This offering provides opportunity for our denomination to express its gratitude to the many retired 
pastors and missionaries who have served in the past and are now retired and also widowed 
spouses.  Each year the Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board sends an annual check of 
appreciation to all retired leaders.  This offering also allows MMBB to maintain an emergency fund 
for working pastors who may encounter unexpected expenses due to crises of any kind. 

Our church, with its long heritage, has many retired pastors and leaders who have served our 
church in the past, and are now retired.  By giving to this offering, we participate in this annual 
"thank you" to those who have served us in the past.  And we support working pastors as they 
encounter unexpected expenses. 

Please give generously through the month of January to this annual American Baptist offering. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09


The November 2021 Financial Report more or less follows the trends we have been 
seeing throughout this year. 
 

To date, in the 11 months of this year, we have given, through pledges and givers of 
record, $142,087 and we were budgeted to give $141,304, so we are ahead by $700.  In 
November alone, we gave $12,058 and we were budgeted to give, $12,846.   Just a little 
behind, but not bad looking at the year as a whole.  All other income areas were on 
budget, except the endowment transfer. Toward the end of this calendar year, we will 
make a withdrawal from endowment to balance our budget, and we anticipate that it will 
be less than we planned (Hooray!)  Right now, we are budgeted to have transferred 
$56,000 from endowment, but we would only need to transfer $50,800 to balance the 
budget as of the end of November. So, likely the final transfer will be around $50,000.   
 

Expenses are fairly close to budget.  We have spent to date $290,917 and were 
budgeted at this point to spend $294,200.  There are some adjustments that need to be 
made to the building maintenance charges, so that expense amount should be lower. 
 

We adopted a balanced budget recommendation to the congregation at the December 
Executive Council meeting.  It calls for around $7,000 in increased giving in 2022 over 
2021 -- a goal we can hopefully meet or exceed. 
 

A big "shout-out" to Kathie Manda who devoted a number of hours putting together these 
budget recommendations for next year, and a number of board chairs who aided in this 
effort. 
 

Punkin Patch will adopt their 2022 budget early in January at their board meeting.  But 
the news is exceedingly positive.  PP now has "full enrollment" with waiting lists in nearly 
all classrooms.  Because of this, we were able to raise teaching salaries so that now all 
fulltime teachers make at least $15 an hour, and we could do so without raising tuition 
rates because of the full enrollment.  Hats off to PP directors and staff! As of the end of 
November, they had a $37,296 surplus.   
 
A year-end financial report will be available shortly, certainly ahead of the Annual 
Meeting on January 23. 
 
HEADS OF MISSION TEAMS, BOARDS, COMMITTEES: please submit your 2021 
Annual Report to Megan Torres in the office by Jan. 10, 2022.  If it can be typed and sent 
by email, that would greatly help.  No reports were prepared for 2020 due to Covid-19.  
Your report can cover 2021 or also include 2020. 

At the Church Executive Council meeting in December, a proposed 2022 Church Budget was 
recommended to the congregation.  Also a proposed slate of officers and leaders for our 
church for 2022 was recommended to the congregation.  Both recommendations are available 

in printed form on the counter in the church office.  You are urged to pick up a copy for your 
examination. 



UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

—In-person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website— 
 
 

 Sunday, Jan. 2, Sunday Prior to Epiphany Sunday: “The Called Him a Nazarene” 
• Matthew 2:19-23 
• Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching 
• Communion Sunday 

 Sunday, Jan. 9, Epiphany Sunday: “Diversity Can be Transformational” 
• Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching 

 Sunday, Jan. 16, Celebration of MLK, Jr.’s Birthday: “Why Race Still Matters” 
• Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching 
 

NEW SERIES: “REDISCOVERING JESUS” 
“If we think that being with Jesus means getting the right answers from a creed or remembering points 

of doctrine from a sermon, we probably will not manage to truly know Jesus.” We need to encounter 

“the Jesus of experience, who shows up consistently and when least expected.” We need a “rediscovery 

of Jesus who is liberated from constraint and whose company releases the possibility of peace, healing 

and compassion in our lives and for the world.” -Diana Butler Bass, “Freeing Jesus” 
 

 Sunday, Jan. 23: “Jesus as a Friend” 
• John 15:12-17 
• Exploring how Jesus  can be our friend. 
• Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching 

 Sunday, Jan. 30: “Jesus as a Practicing Jew” 
• Jesus must be viewed as a faithful practicing Jew throughout His life. 
• Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching 
 

MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 

Please continue to wear a mask indoors at all times. Thank you for your cooperation! 

NEED VIDEO/SOUND/STREAMING VOLUNTEERS!   
We are still looking for a couple more volunteers to serve in the sound 
balcony on Sunday mornings. Talk with Bill Humenczuk or Matt Clingan. 

The Annual Meeting and Luncheon of our church will be held on Sunday, 
Jan. 23, 2022, beginning at 12:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please RSVP 
on the Green Sheet! 

  Join Our Handbell & Chancel Choirs! 

Rehearsals begin again THIS Wednesday, Jan 5! 

Handbell Choir: 6:30pm; Chancel Choir: 7:30pm 

This is a perfect time to join one of our choirs! The Chancel Choir will resume weekly 
performances, beginning next Sunday.  



    The GREEN SHEET is making a difference 
God has a way of tugging at our hearts when we are made aware of special  
opportunities and needs.  The Green Sheet includes short-term, one-time, “get-it-done” ways to get 
involved in FBC!  Give spiritual attention to the Green Sheet for upcoming specific opportunities to 
expand the work of God through FBC/KCMO!  

We Need Your Help to Fill the 2022 Flower Calendar! 
The 2022 flower calendar is now posted on the bulletin board in the commons area. First 
Baptist has a tradition of individuals, providing chancel flowers in Memory or Honor of 
someone special on Sunday mornings. If you are interested in providing chancel flowers 
please write your name on the date on the calendar and Kathie Manda will contact you for 
details. 

LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS: 

*Learning Community class for grade school children each Sunday at 9:30 am.  Pastor Dezo will begin 

teaching this weekly class.  If other volunteers can help, please let Dezo know.   

*A Learning Community Class for Youth, grades 6-12, continues in the Wilson Classroom at 9:30 am. 

*The Journeys Bible Study Class, open to all adults, has an exciting new curriculum.  These lessons are 

thought-provoking and lend themselves to group Bible study.  9:30 -10:30 am in Cross-Generations Class   

*The Pastor’s Class, open to all adults, a weekly series taught by Pastor Steve on a range of topics related to 

applying our faith to the times in which we live. Class will start back up on January 16. In the Fireside Room 

*Children’s Time during worship: children up to fourth grade may leave worship after the children’s 

conversation.  Amelie Clingan, first-year student at UMKC, will continue to lead this for toddlers through 

kindergartners.   

*Infant Quiet Room – We now have an infant quiet room, in the JAMS classroom just outside the east 
entrance to the Sanctuary.  It has a closed-circuit television so parents can watch and service while tending to 
their children.  We hope to have a changing table and supplies in this room soon. 

SALE OF OUR PASTOR’S LATEST BOOK 

Learning Jesus is now for sale through our church office. Make checks payable to 
Stephen Jones for the paperback version, $12. Normal price on Amazon or from the 
publisher is $18. Megan Torres, our office manager, will make copies available to you. 

The Community Assistance Council is coordinating a Work-Ready 
event to reduce barriers to employment on Thursday, January 20 
from 10:00am to 1:00pm at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church 
(northwest corner of Banister and James A. Reed Roads).  This is 
NOT a job fair but an event to provide prospective employees with 

the skills they need to obtain and keep a job.  There will be workshops and information on resume building, 
soft skills, critical documents, childcare, transportation, and more.  One to one services will be provid-
ed.  Participants will walk away with an interview-ready outfit from the St. James United Methodist Church 
clothing closet.  Partners in the event are the Full Employment Council, Women’s Employment Network, Mid
-Continent Public Library, Goodwill, Catholic Charities, and Express Employment Professionals.  Masks are 
required.  For more information, please contact the Community Assistance Council at 816-763-3277.   



First Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri 

Rev. Dezo Schreiner, Dr. Stephen D Jones, & 
Rev. Stephanie Spears, Pastors 

100 W Red Bridge Road 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

January Birthdays 
Spruce Owens             03 
Nicholas Ferguson             04 
Sherry Mustapha             13 
Debbie Speert             13 
Margaret (Peg) Morgan  16 
Anita Ziegler                        16 
Christopher (Kit) Leonard    18 
Jim Dingwerth   20 
Lynette Adkins   22 
Leonard Barbee   31 

Website:  www.fbckcmo.net 
TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON FACEBOOK AT 

 https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/   
TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO  

http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services  
The services will be posted on our website at 1:00 p.m. 

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services

