
They are the Now not the Future 
 

 Black History Month started back in 1926 as “Negro History Week” by a well-
known African American historian named Carter G. Woodson. In 1976, it was turned 
into a month-long celebration. The month of February was chosen to coincide with the 
birthdays of Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln. The United States is not the only 
country in the world that celebrates Black History Month. The United Kingdom and 
Canada also dedicate a month to a celebration of black history. 
 For generations, the achievements of Black people in America were typically 
overlooked. This diminishes the richness of our society and hurts all of us, not just some. The month of 
celebration allows us to celebrate many successful Black heroes who would not have been recognized 
otherwise and to celebrate the richness of Black culture. 
 This year, as part of our Black History Month Program, we want to take a closer look into what 
children, youth, and young adults are doing right now in our society. The Black History Month Committee has 
put together a booklet available in the commons that highlights the accomplishments of a select group of 
African Americans from age four to thirty-three, who have continued to press forward to make a difference. 
 Those represented in the booklet have been and are involved in what is currently happening all 
around them, in things that have included them and asked for their response. They have responded to 
racism and hate crimes, necessary training when pulled over by the police, and witnessed police brutality. At 
the same time, they have considered what is necessary to make their communities better and to find ways to 
impact the world as a whole. They have a role to play. 
 They have responded in a variety of words such as integration, courage, quality, equality, empathy, 
unity, inspiration, encouragement, and mentorship. They have responded in a variety of ways such as, 
sometimes taking an individual stand, speaking out against wrong, not remaining as victims, keeping a 
positive attitude in spite of, and also through political activism.  
 They have persevered! They have prevailed! They have endured! Their future is Right Now! It is 
shining bright as opportunities for excellence are continuing to be explored in all areas of this life. Here 
stands hope that one day there will be no need to classify Black firsts but recognize all people of all races, 
cultures, and nationalities for their contributions to humanity. 
 When you come to church this month, make sure to take a copy of the booklet home. 
It is fascinating. 
 As part of the church’s month-long celebration, organized by the church’s Black History Month 
Committee, two big events will be taking place. 
– On Saturday, February 18th at 1 PM, all are invited to come to watch the movie, “Till.” Popcorn and drink 
will be provided. 
– On Sunday, February 26th at 4 PM, the A-Flat Youth Orchestra directed by Darryl Chamberlain will be 
presenting a beautiful concert in our sanctuary. We invite you to come and celebrate with us. 
 A-Flat Youth Orchestra was founded by Mr. Darryl Chamberlain, Sr., in 2016. Mr. Chamberlain began 
the A-Flat Youth Orchestra because of the lack of marching band opportunities and closure of music 
programs in many public schools in Kansas City. He single-handedly purchased musical instruments in pawn 
shops, through eBay and anywhere musical instruments could be found, enough to equip two concert bands. 
For more information about the A-Flat Youth Orchestra, you will find online at: 
www.aflatmusicstudio.com/Our-story-page2.htm. 
 Let’s recognize and celebrate the great work that our young Black people are doing in our 
society today. They are not the future. They are the now. 

-  Rev. Dezo Schreiner and The Black History Month Committee 
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MONTHLY LABYRINTH WALKS! 
LABYRINTH WALK RESUMES ON SATURDAY, MARCH 4th, 3-5 pm in 
Fellowship Hall. Please help us spread the word. We need a team of hosts 
on that day to help make this a significant Labyrinth Walk. 

Invite your friends and neighbors! 

2023 Flower Calendar 

The 2023 Flower Calendar is now posted on the bulletin board 
in the commons area. If you are interested in providing chancel 

flowers please write your name on the date on the calendar 
and Kathie Manda will contact you for details. 

My earnest desire, to be of service to the Lord as a member of the Music Ministry 
of First Baptist Church of KCMO, has been a Spirit-filled experience these last few 
months as substitute choir director.  Though our time with Dr. Fofo Tai-Jung Tsai 
Jackson has been brief, she has left our Music Ministry with a solid foundation of 
joy and focused effort to make our worship services a time of “Entering God’s 
gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise!” 
  
As I continue in the good work of our FBC Music Ministry, as the Interim Choir 
Director, it is my hope that we carry on, building on our momentum of offering 
inspiring music in our worship services!  But an even greater dream is to see our choirs recoup, regroup 
and continue to grow. 
  
This is where our FBC members can join in on this ministry.  * If you have played, or sung with our 
Handbell or Chancel Choirs in the past, won’t you “come home, come home?”  * If you are looking for a 
new challenge in your life, come join a group, we will meet you where you are and work to equip you 
for His good service!  * Can’t get out and about - - but you can pick up a phone or send an email?  Take 
a moment to send a word out to your circle of friends!  You might be surprised by who responds… 

 
Please feel free to put your friends in touch with: 

Eyvonne Walker, Interim Choir Director for FBC-KCMO  
816-289-4793   

Or by email at: 
n10celivin@gmail.com   

 

COME JOIN US! 
--- Eyvonne Walker, Interim Choir Director 

LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS: 
* A Dedicated Classroom just for FBC children: The Wilson room 

 

* A Dedicated Classroom just for FBC Youth (grades 6-12). The Youth room 
 
 

CHILDREN: Our co-pastors are now leading in Children’s Church on a weekly basis. They go out with the children after 
the offering and join Amelie and the children in a time of worship. 
 

YOUTH: The Teen class continues with Pastor Steve at 9:30 am Sunday morning in the Youth Room. 
 

YOUNG ADULTS: We want to make a concerted effort to reach out to our young adults who still live in the KC area. 
 

INFANTS: We will complete furnishing the Quiet Room for infants and toddlers. The closed-circuit TV in that room 
shows our worship service “live.” 
 
*The Journeys Bible Study Class, open to all adults, with lessons that are thought-provoking and lend themselves to 
group Bible study. 9:30-10:30 am in Cross-Generations Class.  

mailto:n10celivin@gmail.com


WE PRAY FOR… 
• Sue Hansen who has been diagnosed with covid; she has been released from the hospital 

and is now in nursing care at Brookdale on 119th Street. 
• Gary Twigg at home recovering from an ulcer on his intestine, but he is gaining strength. 
• Patty Van at home, staying well 
• Bill Betteridge at Bickford Care Center in Raytown. Pat Betteridge is home, dealing with back 

pain. 
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, and Mary Ann, granddaughter, in health 

decline in Ireland. 
• Geraldine (Gerry) Raines in nursing care in northern Arkansas 
• Debbie Ebright experiencing back pain and asks for our prayers 
• Jerry and Sherry Mustapha, at home 
• Dixie Kelly’s brother, Wilbur, in final stages in NYC 
• Carol Wade, daughter of Irene Howard, now in nursing care in Briarcliff area 
• A member of our congregation undergoing chemo treatments for cancer. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
• Eyvonne Walker who has served as our substitute choir director while Dr. Jackson has been 

in recovery. Fofo has now resigned due to health-related issues, expressing her deep 
affection for our congregation and our choirs. The pastors and Music Committee, chaired by 
Sandi Leonard, have offered the Interim Choir Director position to Eyvonne and she has 
accepted. A search for a permanent director will be conducted this Spring and Eyvonne has 
been invited to apply. 

• All the volunteers who made the Annual Dinner Meeting a success! Special thanks to Dawn 
Kirton for preparing the main course of the meal. 

 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
• Pastor Dezo who led the Christmas Eve Service and Christmas Day Service while Pastor 

Steve was struggling with flu-like symptoms. 
• Bill Humenczuk, who has completed his term as a board member and treasurer of the 

Community Assistance Council. The CAC is the only agency in south KC that deals with all 
the social service needs of our wider community. It is located adjacent to Ruskin High 
school. The new board member from our church will be Diana Parker! We celebrate Diana 
Parker’s new commitment to this important agency. Our Red Bridge Food Pantry is a 
satellite of CAC. 

• Ahriyon Kirton who has completed all the requirements for graduation from his high school 
in Topeka and will graduate this May -- a year early! Ahriyon is Dawn Kirton's grandson and 
has been living with her beginning a few months ago.   

 

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR… 
Maybelle Logan—Bobbie Matson—Justin Prigel (military in Italy) — Becky Boden  
— Joann Jamerson (Roberta Stevenson’s sister) — David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) —  
Cosette Kelly  



RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY ACTIVITY DATES 
Monday, February 6th — 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day (Volunteers Needed!) 

Wednesday, February 15th — Deadline for clients call Food Pantry Phone Line 

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (816–908-7800) 
anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., February 15th. They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered before 
their request for food can be processed. 

Friday, February 17th— 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

Saturday, February 15th — 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Clients Pick Up Orders 

Red Bridge Food Pantry NEEDS — February 2023: 

 Instant Mashed Potatoes 
 Dish Soap 
 Laundry Detergent 
 Tissues—Large Boxes 
 Canned Stew 
 Peas 

Contact Claire Bolton with any questions at 816.589.4678 

We’re going to Nicaragua! 
 

Join our mission team to Nicaragua in 2024! We’ll be in a rural community, so life is a bit rugged (latrines, sleep on cots 
in a clinic or other building, drink filtered water) but it’s a very rewarding experience. Come to our first team meeting 
February 5, 2023 right after church in the Fireside Room. 

 
Who: 10 members of FBC who would like to participate in a very meaningful mission experience 

When: January 19-28th, 2024 
Why: To serve with AMOS (A Mission of Health and Hope) in Nicaragua https://
www.amoshealth.org/who-we-are/. To help AMOS provide health care to those who would other-
wise go without health care and clean water. 
Where: Fly to Managua, Nicaragua, stay first night at the AMOS guest house in Managua prior to 
going out to the assigned rural community. We’ll know more about our community a month prior 
to the trip. 

How: Come to our first team meeting February 5, 2023 right after church in the Fireside Room. This meeting is for 
those planning on going on the trip and for those who may want to go but need more information. 
 
Work alongside community members on projects to meet needs identified by the community health committee. The 
project could be a clinic (weighing and measuring babies, simple lab work, etc.), or water filter installation in homes 
(buckets with strainer and ceramic or other filters), and/or vacation 

Bible school. We usually bring layettes for new mothers given as an incentive to receive prenatal care and to deliver 
their baby in a hospital. 

 
For those who want more detailed information, here is a link to a 45 minute You tube presentation AMOS prepared for 
those interested in joining a delegation. It’s broken into segments so you can view the whole thing or just the parts that 
interest you: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d2IRh83Hvm0 
 
We’re starting group training and fundraising NOW! 

 

No experience necessary, just a servant’s heart. So far, we have about six people who have expressed interest. Each 
team member usually pays their own way, although we will be having some fundraisers, both to underwrite the cost of 
the community project and to assist those who need assistance paying for their trip. Cost will depend somewhat on 
airfare (about $1,000 to $3,000 per person) plus another $970 per person to cover the cost of lodging, food, interpret-
ers and transportation provided by AMOS in Nicaragua (reasonable for all they provide for a 10 day stay!). The food is 
wonderful local food, safely prepared by AMOS cooks who travel with us. We will likely have one day of touring in Ma-
nagua before or after our time in the community. 
 
Please let Margo Humenczuk (913-338-4478-landline phone or Mahum12@gmail.com) know if you are interested in 
participating or just want more information. 



—In-person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website— 
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY: 
PETER’S JOURNEY: CRISIS, COURAGE, FEAR AND STRENGTH! 

Peter is presented as the most human character in the New Testament. We see his failures and triumphs 
clearly. He becomes a natural model for the rest of us struggling as we do with our own humanity – and 

giftedness! 
 

 February 5th: “Peter’s Journey: ‘Wash me All Over!”, John 13:3-10 

 Peter does not allow Jesus to wash his feet, and learns that Jesus’ humility is his 
greatest strength. Communion Sunday; Pastor Dezo. 
 

 February 12th: “Peter’s Journey: Discovering the Zeal of His Message”, Acts 2:37-41 

 Peter stands out among the disciples to deliver the zeal of his message, a sermon that 
reached thousands, from people around the world. Pastor Steve. 
 

 February 19th: “Peter’s Journey: Fear that Leads to Truthfulness”, Mark 8:31-33 

 Peter lives up to Jesus’ prediction that he would deny him three times that very night; 
and that realization leads Peter to own up to his own cowardice and stiffen his courage. 
Pastor Dezo. 
 

LENTEN THEME: “CHOSENNESS” 

Jesus was chosen by God to stand in for God in all the world’s brokenness, suffering, and hope. He was 
chosen by God to endure the suffering of the cross with the promise of the tomb. 

 Ash Wednesday Simple Dinner: 
 February 22nd: “Chosen to Come”, Luke 4:18-19 

 Jesus was chosen before his birth to come into the human experience and be “one 
with us.” (simple meal of soup and bread; imposition of ashes and holy communion; one-
hour). Pastor Steve, reflection. 

 First Sunday of Lent: 
 February 26th: “Chosen as the Son of God”, MT 15:16-17 

 God sent Jesus to fulfill the role of the Son of God. Pastor Dezo. 

CHECK OUT THE CHURCH WEBSITE! 
How do I find sermons on the website?   

Go to our website: www.fbckcmo.net 
1. A menu will appear on the top of the screen.   
2. Click “Worship Services”. You will find the most recent sermon video displayed at the top of the 

page. 
3. To listen to the sermon, click on the video and press play. 
4. If a sermon text is available, a button titled “Resources” will display underneath the video. Click 

the button to download the text. 
5. You will see a listing of previous sermons, in order from most recent to oldest, at the very bottom 

of the page. Click the one you want to view. It will display at the top of the page. Press play to 
begin viewing. 

http://www.fbckcmo.net


January Offering 

In January, our special monthly 

offering went to the Retired  

Ministers & Missionaries.  

We gave: $153.00 

2023 

In February, our special monthly offering goes to our 

Deacon Communion Fund. 

Please plan to join our delegation to attend 

the annual MORE2 Public Meeting to be 

held on Thursday 2/23/23 at 6PM at Over-

land Park Christian Church. We will carpool 

from our church or take our bus. 

Will you join us?  

One main item on the agenda is to build sup-

port for local control of Kansas City, MO Police 

Department. 

EVENTS: 
 February 18th, 2023 Movie: Till at 1:00pm, The 

Story of Emmett Till 

 February 29th, 2023 at 4pm — The A-Flat Youth 

Orchestra Concert 



• February 5th — “Peter’s Journey: ‘Wash me All Over!”, John 13:3-10 

• February 6th — Monday, 1:15 p.m. Food Pantry Restocking Day 
• February 7th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• February 11th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• February 12th — “Peter’s Journey: Discovering the Zeal of His Message”, Acts 2:37-41 

• February 14th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• February 15th — Wednesday, Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
• February 17th — Friday, 1:15 p.m. Fill Client Food Pantry Orders 
• February 18th — Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
• February 18th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• February 19th — “Peter’s Journey: Fear that Leads to Truthfulness”, Mark 8:31-33 

• February 20th — FBC Offices Closed in observance of President’s Day 
• February 21st — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 

• February 22nd — Ash Wednesday Simple Dinner: “Chosen to Come”, Luke 4:18-19 

• February 25th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 

• February 26th — First Sunday of Lent: “Chosen as the Son of God”, Mt 15:16-17 

• February 28th — Tuesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 

YOUNG ADULT ZOOM MEETING  
(SATURDAYS AT 8PM) 

Contact Pastor Dezo for the Zoom Link. Rev Dezo’s phone number is 785-424-5779.  

TUESDAY MORNING, 10AM CONGREGATIONAL CHECK-IN 
AND BIBLE STUDY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/

PC 

1.  Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 US 

(Chicago) 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

*Handbell Choir Wednesdays at 6:30pm  

*Chancel choir Wednesdays at 7:30pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
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February Birthdays 
 

Dennis Fugitt                        02 
Claire Bolton               08 
Cheryl Twigg                   11 
Brielle Crosby                  12 
Shelbi Neel            13 
Pat Hester                   14 
Dawn Kirton         19 
Angelica Velez        20 
Melba McIntosh        27 
James Prigel         27 
Patricia Vann              27 
Jill Clingan         28 

Website: www.fbckcmo.net 
 

TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON 
FACEBOOK GO TO: 

https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/   
 

TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO: 
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services  

(The services will be posted on our website at 1:00PM) 

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services

