
Pa ence. 
Patience is a gift, isn’t it?  And when God was handing out gifts, I was somewhat 
neglected when it comes to patience.  I don’t like waiting around for something to 
happen.  I’d rather take things into my own hands and make things happen.  But 
the “take charge” approach often doesn’t work out. 
 

Because a lot of things that we would like to happen are beyond our personal 
control.  I’m a grandfather.  Other than helping Brielle’s care to be the best 
possible, I really have little control over her future.  That requires a much bigger 
cast of characters.  She could have a third grade teacher who really expands her 
horizons, or one who completely lacks imagination.  She may make a great friend 
in the fifth grade and they will be supportive of each other for years to come.  Or, 
she may make an unreliable friend.  Again, that’s beyond my control. 
 

Jan and I just refinanced our house from a 30-year to a 15-year loan.  We took out 
the thirty-year loan when I was 64 and honestly I don’t know what I was thinking!  
That would make me 94 when that loan was paid off.  And I have little control 
over my life-span.  Well, a little, but actually, not a lot.  I have one grandfather 
who made it to 93, and my father made it to 89.  My mother made it to 99.    
 

Jan and I have been talking recently about our life spans.  I think older people tend 
to do that!  It’s not a scary or avoidable topic.  Not at all.  We’re already 
experiencing the death of peers we have known throughout our lives.  And many 
people who are 10-15 years older are definitely passing on.  I honestly am not 
scared of death.  I’m more frightened of living with severe physical or mental 
impairment than I am of death.  As long as I can remain independent, I enjoy 
living.  But when it’s over, I’m ready.  It’ll be okay. 
 

I believe our Eternal God has created us in divine image and therefore we also are 
eternal.  I have no idea what the next chapter will be, but I do not believe reality 
ends when our life on earth ends.  And that’s all I need to know.  I guess I am 
patient about that.   
 

Now, as far as this pandemic, I’ve just about lost patience.  I’m an extravert so I 
like being around people, I like processing things with people, I like doing things 
with people.  I wasn’t designed with a pandemic in mind.  I do speak with some of 
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you who are really enjoying this alone time.  I likely do better with alone time at 
this point in my life.  I can’t imagine going through a pandemic in my 20’s.  That 
wouldn’t have been a pretty sight! 
 

But I am ready to re-engage, to re-start things and consider what comes next.  It’s 
frustrating how the federal and state governments have failed this pandemic.  
They’ve never had to deal with something on this scale in our lifetimes, but it seems 
we could have done it better.  I recall seeing an interview with the five-star general 
who was placed in charge of getting vaccines ready so that the entire nation would 
be vaccinated without a hiccup.  So much for that plan and that general.  
Apparently, they weren’t ready.  I hope our new administration will be more honest 
and forthcoming and get the vaccination distribution going so all of us can get 
vaccinated and we will begin to see this pandemic come to an end.   
 

The Mayor of KCMO is already relaxing some standards for restaurants and bars 
and the infection rate is already decreasing now that the holiday threat has ended.  
So, it might not be too long until we can have a full worship service in our 
sanctuary—maintaining all the protocols that kept everyone safe from June through 
November.  Even now, if you want to come to worship in our sanctuary, you are 
welcome any Sunday @ 10:50 am even though the service is taped primarily for the 
streaming audience. 
 

Patience.  Perhaps you were gifted with more of it and you can endure this 
pandemic for as long as it takes.  Just keep those of us more impatient in your 
prayers.  I’m fine being your pastor during this pandemic – what choice do I have?  
But I am far more eager to have us shape together the future of our church in a post-
pandemic era.  I hope to be right here for that!  
– Stephen Jones 

Execu ve Council Update 
The Execu ve Council voted on January 10th to affirm and support Dezo’s decision to get a 
Doctorate in preaching. This program is for professional ministers. Dezo will con nue to work 
full‐ me as she a ends seminary. The program is completely online this year. Let us keep De‐
zo in our prayers as she embarks on this journey. 

The Ash Wednesday Service will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 17 
6:00 pm.  It will be available through streaming live on Facebook 
and an hour later on our church website. 

There will be a sermon/reflection on "The Paradox of Confrontation 
and Avoidance," based on Mark 10:32-34.  Please have bread and 
beverage available to receive holy communion.  The service will 
include hymns and last around 30 minutes.  We invite your 
participation as we launch the Lenten season. 



Sherry Mustapha being released 

 

 
WE PRAY FOR… 
 Bill Be eridge at Ignite Care Center in Independence/Blue Springs recovering from broken hip; Bill has now had 

both covid vaccina ons 
 Cameron Harper is gradua ng from Ruskin High School this Spring 
 Glen Burge who lost his beloved wife, Flo, married nearly 74 years, in a sudden decline of health.  Glen will 

remain in their independent co age on the grounds of Sols ce Care Center. 
 Cheryl Twigg, making strong progress in recovery from her back surgery 
 Pa y Van at home, staying well 
 Laurie Tourtellet upon the death of her husband, Nick, following a long‐term cancer struggle; Laurie is the sister 

of Kathie Manda. Laurie’s address is: 818 Stuart Rd Lee’s Summit, MO 64082 if you would like to send her a card. 
 Melba McIntosh who is now over covid‐19, but s ll struggles with remaining respiratory issues 
 Kathie and Gil Manda with covid‐19 but without symptoms 
 Pastor Dezo has been struggling with health issues over the past week but finally her temperature has broken 

and is recovering.  She does not have covid19. 
 Kathy Raines Booth, Carole Raines’ daughter, undergoing immunotherapy treatments.   
 Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Chris ne Rinck, in serious health decline in 

Ireland 
 Debbie Ebright experiencing serious back pain and asks for our prayers 

 Sue Hansen on‐going mobility issues. 
 Pat Logan, at home, making progress in recovering from a stroke 
 Sherry Mustapha, at home, but recovering from viral pneumonia and 

experiencing breathing difficul es;   
 Kathy Hinton undergoing lung tests 
 Krista Ramirez and family in transi on 
 Sandi Leonard’s mother‐in‐law, Myra, being treated for cancer. Sandi would    
             like to shower her with cards to keep up her spirits and those of Sandi's father who is Myra's caretaker.   

If you'd like to send a card, address it to Myra Lancaster, 210 W 41st St, Sand Springs, OK 74063  
 Stephanie Spears, back in Maryland, working remotely. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
 Dalie Ortet who has agreed to become a deacon and was elected by the Execu ve Council at their last mee ng. 
 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
 MacKenzie Reed who is our interim music director and organist.  This young woman has already 

amassed quite a reputa on and resume as a performer and she brings a wealth of experience in 
church music.  You’ve already been enjoying her skills at the organ and piano.  In addi on to our 
posi on, MacKenzie has a full complement of vocal and instrumental students.  MacKenzie is also 
studying for her doctorate in organ at the University of Kansas School of Music.  We are so excited to welcome 
her to our congrega on!  She is already a full par cipant with the pastors in planning our upcoming Lenten 
services.  A search for a permanent music leader will begin in a month or so. 

 Peg Morgan who recently celebrated her 95th birthday on January 16th.  
 Dezo who has been admi ed into The ACTS Doctorate of Ministry in Preaching  
       Program at Chicago Theological Seminary.   
 

WE SHARE OUR LONG‐TERM PRAYER FOR… 
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — JoAnn Gardner — Roberta Stevenson   
Randal Palmer — Cose e Kelly  
 

WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY… 
Kathleen Brown — Maybelle Logan — Geraldine Raines — Bobbie Matson — Joy Yonga Choi—Jus n Prigel (military 
in South Korea)  



 

RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 

The collection and drop off of non-perishable donations for the Red Bridge Food Pantry continues to 
be temporarily suspended due to the Coronavirus. 

In lieu of non-perishable donations, we will gladly accept monetary donations.   

Checks should be made payable to:  First Baptist Church of Kansas City with “Red Bridge Food 
Pantry” noted on the “Memo” line.  Checks can be dropped off or mailed to the church at:          
100 W Red Bridge Rd, Kansas City MO 64114. 

Food Pantry Activity Dates for August 

February 8 Monday – Restocking Day:  CANCELLED 

Between now and mid-February, volunteers will be shopping for any items needed for the Food Pantry 
and will be stocking the items as they’re purchased. 

February 17 Wednesday – Deadline to Request Food  

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-0250) 
anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., February 17.  They will need to provide the requested information 
and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered before their request 
for food can be processed. 

February 19 Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

February 20 Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 

If there are any questions, please call Dina Giesler, coordinator for the Food Pantry, at 816.665.5301. 

PUNKIN PATCH UPDATE 

Punkin Patch Child Care Center lost enrollment during the pandemic.  
Many area day care centers have closed their doors.  In 2020, PP had a 
net loss of $170,000. This is because their set costs are high and with 
enrollment in the 50’s and 60’s rather than the 80’s and 90’s, we couldn’t 
maintain a balanced budget.  Fortunately we did apply for a Payroll 

Protection Loan/grant from the Federal  Government last Spring of $150,000 and this has been 
given to PP which comes closer to balancing their budget.  They normally run a small deficit at 
the end of the year.  The board of PP has raised rates $10 per child per week and this will come 
much closer to balancing the budget.  Also, PP has been enrolling more new children in all age 
groups and this increased interest will make a huge difference.  Our Punkin Patch teachers are 
front-line workers during a pandemic involving no little personal risk.  We have had 3-4 
teachers who contracted the virus, however, we know of no teacher or child who contracted the 
virus from contact at the center.  Our teachers have maintained strong safety protocols and they 
are among our heroines for doing such an outstanding job. 
 
We have applied for a second year PPP grant/loan and we hope to receive it.  It would be nice 
to pay back the church for lost income of this past year, though it is much smaller deficit than 
our day care center.  If you know of any family looking for a high quality day care center, our 
Punkin Patch Child Care Center would make an excellent recommendation.  The day care 
deficit will likely continue until we get enrollment back to pre-pandemic levels.   But with a 
state grant which we are applying for, and the federal PPP grant, we believe the day care center 
will be on solid ground as we emerge from this period. 



Save Your Box Tops 

Red Bridge School needs box tops: They are collecting General Mills Box 
tops.  Each box top has a value of ten cents.  They can be found on products 
by General Mills, Kleenex, Ziploc, Yoplait, Avery brand labels, Fruit of the 
Loom, Pillsbury, Green giant and Betty Crocker, to name a few.  

We gave $500.00 in the December Communion Offering to “Migrant 
Ministry: A Mile in their Shoes. 

ONLINE WORSHIP COMMUNITY CONTINUES TO GROW 
FBC's online worship con nues to grow week by week. The live streaming on Facebook has helped to a ract 
some new people who have been joining us online. We have even had new people joining our Bible Studies! 
It’s always great to have visitors, and now that we in‐person worship is limited, it’s great to have them online! 
We look forward to mee ng face‐to‐face when it is safe. In addi on to Facebook, we con nue to see a steady 
number worshiping with us each week on our website. We are thankful for this growing community. 

YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT 

Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up and do a devo onal. We meet via Zoom on Saturday evenings at 
8pm. Contact Pastor Dezo at 785.424.5779 for the Zoom link if you are interested.  

The February Communion Offering 

Our February Communion Offering goes to the Deacon Fellowship Fund. This fund helps 
members & friends of our church in crisis or transi on. Funds are administered confiden ally 
by the pastors. Several church families have been helped during the pandemic. 

MORE2 Training Event 
We are hoping to have 6‐8 of our members par cipate in a 
MORE2 team‐building event by Zoom on Saturday, Feb. 13, 

begining at 8:30 a.m. Please speak with either pastor or a member of our Mission Board: 
Laura Mar nez; Margo Humenczuk; or Jan Jones; if you are interested. 

The Youth Class will meet at 10 a.m. on 

Sunday Mornings via Zoom. 

Donate unwanted clothing for our next mission project! 
Clothing, shoes, purses and linens are being accepted to send to Savers thrift shop to 
earn money for our next mission project in Nicaragua.  We may be doing a project 
with a virtual trip this year, since an in-person trip is not possible right now.   We're 
also raising money so we'll have the funds to return to Nicaragua when it's safe to do 
so. Please leave your clean, folded donations in the Heritage room.  You can bring 
donations during the week when Megan is in the office (9:30-2:00 Monday-Thursday) 
or bring it on a Sunday morning.  Thank you for your support! -The Missions Board 



UPCOMING ONLINE WORSHIP 
SCHEDULE  

— February Worship and Preaching Series 10:50 a.m. LIVE on Facebook  
or 1:00 p.m. on our website — 

 
 

Sunday, Jan. 31: “Vulnerability Can Make Us Strong” 2 Cor. 1-10 
 Steeling ourselves against adversity is often a display of weakness. Showing 

our vulnerability can make us strong! 
 Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching 

Sunday, Feb. 7: “Mutuality Can Make Us Strong” 1 Corinthians 15:1-6 
 Communion Sunday 
 Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching 

Sunday, Feb. 14: “When I am Weak, Then I Am Strong” 2 Corinthians 12:7b-10 
 God can take our weakness and transform it into strength. 
 Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching 

 

LENTEN WORSHIP SERIES, 2021 

“The Paradoxes of Lent 
Lent exposes a “bundle of paradoxes” which we cannot ignore. Paradox is those things that 
appear to be opposites, but often in the complication of life, are not. 

 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17: “The Paradox of Confrontation and Avoidance”  
 Mark 10: 32-34  

 6 p.m. Streaming Service 
 As Jesus “turned toward Jerusalem,” his future was colored by the approaching 

confrontation 
 

First Sunday of Lent, Feb. 21: “The Paradox of Fear and Trust”  
 Matthew 26:30-32, 36-46 

 God uses paradox to teach us. It juxtaposes two things that appear to be 
opposites, but they do not compete but rather complement the other. 
Throughout the challenging months of Jesus’ life, he encountered fear and trust 
together. 

 Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching 
 

Seconds Sunday of Lent, Feb. 28: “The Paradox of Commotion and Quiet”  
 John 18:1-11 

 Jesus went into the Garden for quiet and prayer, but when Judas arrived, it 
became a place of commotion. 

 Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching 



 

 

 

 

 February 2nd — Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
 February 6th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng 
 February 7th— “Mutuality Can Make Us Strong” 
 February 8th—Restocking Day CANCELLED 
 February 9th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
 February 13th—MORE2 Training Event (8:30 a.m. via Zoom) 
 February 13th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng 
 February 14th— “When I am Weak, Then I Am Strong” 
 February 16th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
 February 17th—Wednesday Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
 February 17th—Ash Wednesday  
 February 19th—Friday, 1:15‐3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders 
 February 20th—Saturday, 9:00‐11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
 February 21st— First Sunday of Lent 
 February 23rd— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
 February 27th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng 
 February 28th—Second Sunday of Lent 

TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK‐IN AND BIBLE STUDY 
We will con nue to study of The Gospel of Luke online via Zoom! We start by checking in to 
make sure everyone is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly a er. Tuesday 
mornings from 10 – 11 am. Each week, the zoom link to this Dialogue and Bible study will be 
sent to the congrega on so you can link in. 

SUNDAY JOURNEYS BIBLE STUDY  
On Sundays we meet via Zoom at 9:30am. A rota on of teachers will be teaching this 
interac ve class weekly using the Judson Quarterly, ‘Journeys.’ Call the church office if you 
would like the new winter quarterly mailed to you. 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 
1.       Go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?
pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09  
2.       Mee ng ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 
1.       Call 312.626.6799 
2.       Mee ng ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 

1.  Go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Mee ng ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 

2.   Mee ng ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 



First Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri 
Rev. Dezo Schreiner, Dr. Stephen D Jones, & 

Rev. Stephanie Spears, Pastors 
100 W Red Bridge Road 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

February Birthdays 
 
Dennis Fugitt 02 
Shelbi Neel 13 
Pat Hester 14 
Dawn Kirton 19 
Angelica Velez 20 
Melba McIntosh 27 
James Prigel 27 
Patricia Vann 27 
Jill Clingan 28 

Website:  www. ckcmo.net 
 

TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON FACEBOOK GO TO 
 h ps://www.facebook.com/ ckc/   

TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO  
h p:// ckcmo.net/worship‐services  

 

The streaming service on our website will be online at 1:00 p.m. 


