
 

 

Why Do We Celebrate Black History Month? 

Black History Month is also known as National African American History Month. This celebration 
started back in 1926 as “Negro History Week” by a well-known African American historian named Carter G. 
Woodson. In 1976, it was turned into a month-long celebration. The month of February was chosen to 
coincide with the birthdays of Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln. 

The United States is not the only country in the world that celebrates Black History Month. The United 
Kingdom and Canada also dedicate a month as a celebration of Black history. 

Why do we celebrate Black History Month? Many races, even Black people, are still asking this 
question today. Former President Barack Obama, the nation's first Black president, once said, "Black History 
Month shouldn't be treated as though it is somehow separate from our collective American history or 
somehow just boiled down to a compilation of greatest hits from the March on Washington or from some of 
our sports heroes,... It's about the lived, shared experience of all African Americans, high and low, famous and 
obscure, and how those experiences have shaped and challenged and ultimately strengthened America."  

History has always been recorded by the dominant culture. It doesn’t matter whether we are speaking 
of ancient Israel, or modern Brazil.  If one reads the history of a people, the story is always told from the 
position of the dominant culture in that society. Thus, the achievements of the marginalized groups are 
negated or diminished. The dominant group in any society tends to value its own contributions and diminish 
the contributions of others.  

For generations, the achievements of Black people in America were typically overlooked.  This 
diminishes the richness of our society and hurts all of us, not just some. The month of celebration allows us to 
celebrate many successful Black heroes who would not have been recognized otherwise and to celebrate the 
richness of Black culture. 

This year, we are celebrating every Sunday in February during the worship services and there will be 
two special events one on February 13th and another on February 27th. On February 13th, Dr. Ewa Unoke 
will give a talk on his life and how he became a professor in America. Professor Unoke is a former child 
soldier with the Biafran Organization of Freedom Fighters. He obtained a doctorate in Political Science from 
Howard University, Washington D.C. He is the founding editor of the KCKCC Electronic Journal, and he is 
the head of the Political Science/Pre-Law Programs in the Social and Behavioral Sciences Division at the 
KCK Community College. He also currently serves on the Governing Board of the Providence Medical 
Center; Member, Kansas State Advisory Committee U.S. Civil Rights Commission.  

To support a Black-owned Restaurant, On February 13th, we are ordering take-home soul food 
dinners at the cost of $10. Let us know if you would like a soul food dinner. 

On Sunday, February 27th at 3 PM, the A-Flat Youth Orchestra directed by Darryl 
Chamberlain will be presenting a beautiful, FREE concert in our sanctuary. We invite you to come and 
celebrate with us. We will follow all Covid protocols during the talk and the orchestra 

Let’s celebrate together the achievements of Black people and let us recognize the positive impact they 
have had on the history of the United States.  -Pastor Dezo 
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• February 2nd— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• February 5th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• February 6th— “Jesus as Our Savior” 
• February 8th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• February 12th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• February 13th— “Jesus as Our Lord” 
• February 13th— Noon: Zoom with Dr. Ewa Unoke 
• February 15th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• February 16th—Wednesday Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
• February 18th—Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders 
• February 19th—Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
• February 19th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• February 20th— “Jesus as Presence” 
• February 21st— Office Closed for President’s Day 
• February 22nd— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• February 22nd— 6pm: MORE2 Annual Rally 
• February 26th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• February 27th— “Jesus as The Way” 
• February 27th— 3pm: The KC Youth Orchestra 

Join Us for Black History Month! 
 

Feb. 13 12pm: Dr. Ewa Unoke will speak to us through 
Zoom on his life as a child soldier, how he became a 
professor and how he came to America as an Immigrant. 
Professor Unoke is the founding editor of the KCKCC 

Electronic Journal. As Head of the Political Science/Pre-Law Programs in the Social 
and Behavioral Scienced Division, Ewa is currently the Director of the Henry Louis 
Center for Global Transitional Justice and Founder of two forward-looking student 
clubs—Students for Global Peace and Ralph Bunche Society. Due to the pandemic, 
we will NOT have a dinner in our Fellowship Hall. We are getting a Take-Home 
Soul Food Dinner ($10/person; Menu: Fried Chicken or Tender Baked Chicken, 
Mac ‘n’ Cheese, Greens, & Sweet Potato Muffins) from the PeachTree Restaurant. 
 

February 27, 3pm: The A-Flat Youth Orchestra will present a beautiful, FREE 
concert. You won’t want to miss this! Make reservations on the Green Sheet. 



 

 
WE PRAY FOR… 
• Bill Betteridge at Bickford Care Center in Raytown.  Pat Betteridge is home, dealing with back pain and 

respiratory issues.  
• Patty Van at home, staying well 
• Pat Logan is now in hospice care 
• Vonda Breedlove, who fell at home and broke a bone in her leg, and while hospitalized, caught covid.  Now 

in rehab and making good progress. 
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, in health decline in Ireland.   
• Debbie Ebright experiencing back pain and asks for our prayers 
• Sue Hansen, living at Brookdale on Wornall Road. 
• Jerry Mustapha in serious decline of health 
• Dalie Ortet’s father remains in serious condition in Cuba.  
• Stephen Jones, now almost fully recovered from a second bout of Covid-19 in January! 
• Prayers for Diana Parker’s daughter, who lives in Cincinnati, caring for her father with cancer. 
• Millie Hartford, whose husband passed away late last Fall and her roommate now has been diagnosed with 

water on the brain 
• Mariko Prigel who has enlarged bronchial tube; she is receiving treatment. 
 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
• Dwight Crosby, Janelle Jones upon the birth of their daughter, Aria Elizabeth 

Crosby on Jan. 13.  She was born one month early at 4 lbs. 12 ozs, and went 
into the neo-natal unit at St. Luke’s East.  She came home on Jan. 24.  Mother 
and daughter are doing very well. Brielle Kya Crosby is the proud sister.  

• Donte Brown who has joined our church’s worship tech team!  Yeah, Donte! 
• Rev. Stephanie Spears whose quest to have her local church ordination recognized by the ABC was 

enthusiastically endorsed by the congregation at the Annual Meeting.  To be recognized by the ABC, 
ordinands have to meet at the ABC requirements.  Stephanie is near completion of all of these steps. 

• Congratulations to Christine and Bill Rinck who celebrate their 61st wedding anniversary on Feb. 4! 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
• The hard work of our Afghan family committee and move-in team – all accomplished in one week and in 

time for their move-in  Jan. 28! 
 

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR… 
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — Roberta Stevenson — Cosette Kelly -- Preston Williams (Terri Freeman’s 
brother) 
  

WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY… 
Kathleen Brown—Maybelle Logan—Geraldine Raines—Bobbie Matson—Joy Yonga Choi—Justin Prigel 
(military in Italy)  

My name is Toni Page. I’m a new-ish member, having joined the 
church with David in October. Many of you have seen me and David 
(I’m the one with the purple hair) in the choir and becoming firmly 

rooted in the family at First Baptist Church of KC. I am a third-year student at Central Seminary. My goal after 
graduation is to pursue Board Certification as a hospital chaplain. Some of my seminary education has 
reached the point where I will be interning at FBC under the supervision of Pastor Steve, who has graciously 
agreed to help me learn to practice what I have been learning. My passion is pastoral care and spiritual 
support in times of crisis. In May, I will begin my fourth year with an eye toward graduation in 2023. Thank 
you all for your love and support. I look forward to serving the congregation of FBC and the relationships we 
will create in the future. May God bountifully bless FBC and the wonderful family you have become to me 
and David.  



RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 

Food Pantry Activity Dates 

Monday, February 7 – 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day  

Wednesday, February 16 – Deadline to Request Food  

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-
0250) anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., February 16.  They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered 
before their request for food can be processed. 

Friday, February 18, 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

Saturday, February 19, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 

If there are any questions, please call Claire Bolton, coordinator for the Food Pantry, at 
816.589.4678. 

In January, we gave $670 to the ABC Retired Ministers and Missionaries Love 
Offering. Thanks to all who gave. 

The February Communion Offering 

In February, we will receive the Deacon’s Communion offering for support of persons in and near 
our congregation in crisis or transition. 

Bethel Neighborhood Center in 
KCK continues in ministry during 
the pandemic.  Last year, Bethel 
worked with 110 students in 
grades 1-12 in the after-school and 
summer programs.  Through their 
food pantry, they provided 
emergency assistance to 13,890 

individuals.  They worked with 30 senior citizens in our senior day 
program.  Christmas gifts were provided to 71 families this year. 

Much of the programming now occurs at the Center itself.  We give 
thanks for this historic American Baptist neighborhood ministry.  -Jan 
Jones, FBC representative 

MORE2 ANNUAL RALLY 
Every year, MORE2 holds an Annual Rally gathering all of our 
congregations, leaders, and clergy in a single church to 
celebrate our "wins" over the past year and also project our 
goals for the coming year. 
 
This year the Rally is on Tues. Feb. 22, at 6:00 pm.  You can 
attend in person at St. James United Methodist Church on 
Paseo, or attend by Zoom.  One goal of this year's Rally is to 
launch a two-year effort to restore taxpayer control in the city of 
KCMO over its Police Department, now run by Governor-
appointed representatives.  Join us for this important rally: in-
person or online! 



YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT 

Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up and do a devotional. We meet via Zoom on Saturday evenings at 
8pm. Contact Pastor Dezo at 785.424.5779 for the Zoom link if you are interested.  

TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK-IN AND BIBLE STUDY 
We are studying of The Gospel of John online via Zoom! We start by checking in to make sure 
everyone is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly after. Tuesday mornings from 
10 – 11 am.  

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 

1.  Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 

Please continue to wear a mask indoors at all times. Thank you for your cooperation! 

Our giving fell a little bit in December, contrary to our normal pattern.  We gave through 
tithes and offerings to the budget of our church $10,481 and the budget called for 
$12,846.  However, for the entire year, we gave, $152,560 and the budget called for 
$154,150, so we missed our annual giving goal by only $1590.  Given the pandemic and 
uneven worship attendance, this communicates that we are steady and holding our own.  
We have not fallen back during the pandemic! 
 
For the year, we received from all sources $307,378 and our expenses were $320,828.  
We had an endowment withdrawal of $82,675 in support of our 2021 budget.  
 
Punkin Patch, at full capacity, had a positive balance of $12,564, putting them in a strong 
position for the new year.  Our enrollment exceeds any of recent years! 

At the church’s Annual Meeting on Sunday, Jan. 23, the 
church elected the nominating officers and board and 
members and adopted the 2022 church budget.  Copies of 

the 2021 Annual Reports are in the Commons. 

How much money did our congregation give through the 

12 monthly communion offerings of 2021? 

A. $6,032     B. $10, 340 C. $18,818        D. $19,780 

See below to find the answer! 

Quiz Time Answer: $18,818!  This is an incredible response to the needs of the world around us each month last year.  
Thank you for your faithfulness!  The February communion offering is for the Deacon Fellowship Fund, which supports 
those within and near to our church who are in crisis or transition.  Each month, individuals and families find needed 
help and relief to temporary crises. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09


UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

—In-person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website— 
 

“REDISCOVERING JESUS” 
“If we think that being with Jesus means getting the right answers from a creed or remembering points 

of doctrine from a sermon, we probably will not manage to truly know Jesus.” We need to encounter 

“the Jesus of experience, who shows up consistently and when least expected.” We need a “rediscovery 

of Jesus who is liberated from constraint and whose company releases the possibility of peace, healing 

and compassion in our lives and for the world.” -Diana Butler Bass, “Freeing Jesus” 
 

 

 Sunday, Feb. 6: “Jesus as Our Savior” 
• John 4:39-42 
• Jesus came to earth as our savior. 
• Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching 
• Communion Sunday 

 Sunday, Feb. 13: “Jesus as Our Lord” 
• Philippians 2:9-11; Luke 6:46-47 
• How can we know Jesus as Our Lord? 
• Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching 

 Sunday, Feb. 20: “Jesus as Presence” 
• Matthew 28:20 
• Experiencing Jesus as holy Presence in our lives. 
• Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching 

 Sunday, Feb. 27: “Jesus as The Way” 
• John 14:6 
• Knowing Jesus as “The Way” 
• Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching 

NEED VIDEO/SOUND/STREAMING VOLUNTEERS!   
We are still looking for a couple more volunteers to serve in the sound 
balcony on Sunday mornings. Talk with Bill Humenczuk or Matt Clingan. 

SALE OF OUR PASTOR’S LATEST BOOK 

Learning Jesus is now for sale through our church office. Make checks payable to 
Stephen Jones for the paperback version, $12. Normal price on Amazon or from the 
publisher is $18. Megan Torres, our office manager, will make copies available to you. 

  Handbell & Chancel Choirs Postponed 

Due to increased COVID cases, rehearsals will be postponed  

until it is safe to meet again.  

Contact Fofo Jackson for more information (785.766.4377; taijungtsai@gmail.com) 



    The GREEN SHEET is making a difference 
God has a way of tugging at our hearts when we are made aware of special  
opportunities and needs.  The Green Sheet includes short-term, one-time, “get-it-done” ways to get 
involved in FBC!  Give spiritual attention to the Green Sheet for upcoming specific opportunities to 
expand the work of God through FBC/KCMO!  

We Need Your Help to Fill the 2022 Flower Calendar! 
The 2022 flower calendar is now posted on the bulletin board in the commons area. First 
Baptist has a tradition of individuals, providing chancel flowers in Memory or Honor of 
someone special on Sunday mornings. If you are interested in providing chancel flowers 
please write your name on the date on the calendar and Kathie Manda will contact you for 
details. 

ONLINE WORSHIP COMMUNITY CONTINUES TO SERVE! 
The live streaming on Facebook has helped to attract some new people who have been joining us online. We 
have even had new people joining our Bible Studies! It’s always great to have visitors, and now it’s great to 
have them online! We look forward to meeting face-to-face. In addition to Facebook, we continue to see a 
steady number worshiping with us each week on our website. We are thankful for this growing community. 

LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS: 

*Learning Community class for grade school children each Sunday at 9:30 am.  Pastor Dezo will begin 

teaching this weekly class.  If other volunteers can help, please let Dezo know.   

*The Journeys Bible Study Class, open to all adults, has an exciting new curriculum.  These lessons are 

thought-provoking and lend themselves to group Bible study.  9:30 -10:30 am in Cross-Generations Class   

*The Pastor’s Class, open to all adults, a weekly series taught by Pastor Steve on a range of topics related to 

applying our faith to the times in which we live. Class will resume when the pandemic subsides again. 

*Children’s Time during worship: children up to fifth grade may leave worship after the children’s 

conversation.  Amelie Clingan, first-year student at UMKC, will continue to lead this for toddlers through 

kindergartners.   

*Infant Quiet Room – We now have an infant quiet room, in the JAMS classroom just outside the east 
entrance to the Sanctuary.  It has a closed-circuit television so parents can watch and service while tending to 
their children.  We hope to have a changing table and supplies in this room soon. 

Pastor Stephanie is getting married!  
 

All are invited to join us in celebration of the wonderful union between 
James Parham and Stephanie Spears! 

Join us in the First Baptist Church Sanctuary on:                                           
March 26, 2022 at 2:00 pm 

 Reception to immediately follow. 



First Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri 

Rev. Dezo Schreiner, Dr. Stephen D Jones, Co-Pastors 
& Rev. Stephanie Spears 
100 W Red Bridge Road 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

February Birthdays 
Dennis Fugitt 02 
Claire Bolton 08 
Cheryl Twigg 11 
Brielle Crosby 12 
Shelbi Neel 13 
Pat Hester 14 
Dawn Kirton 19 
Angelica Velez 20 
Melba McIntosh 27 
James Prigel 27 
Patricia Vann 27 
Jill Clingan 28 

Website:  www.fbckcmo.net 
TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON FACEBOOK AT 

 https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/   
TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO  

http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services  
The services will be posted on our website at 1:00 p.m. 

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services

