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Rev. Dr. Dezo Schreiner
Rev. Dr. Megan Bedford-Strohm

Giving Our Best
In our church, November is a season of thanksgiving, stewardship, and commitment. It is a time to
remember God’s faithfulness, give thanks for the blessings we have received, and prayerfully consider
how we will share those blessings in the year ahead.

As I grow older, I realize that generosity and commitment are more than practice for one season of the
year. They are ways of life. They shape how we love, how we serve, and how we care for one another.
When we offer our gifts with grateful hearts, we make room for God to work in and through us.

Growing up in Haiti, one of the traditions I used to look forward to each year was our church’s harvest
service. Not because I would usually receive a new dress for the occasion, but because I loved how
excited everyone used to be as they would bring their best fruit to church. Families would bring the finest
produce from their gardens, and their healthiest livestock to the house of God. These gifts represented the
fruits of their labor, but they were also expressions of gratitude for God’s provision. We brought our best
because we recognized that all we had was a gift from God. 

As I reflect on generosity and commitment this month, I am also mindful of a special milestone in our life
together. November 1, 2026 marks nine years of my service here at our Beloved Community. I still
remember the day the congregation voted to call me. I was sitting in the commons when I heard cheering,
clapping, and celebration coming from inside. Then a member stepped out, smiled, and said, “Come on
in.”

I will never forget walking into the sanctuary and being welcomed with such joy. We were beginning a
journey together, stepping forward in faith without knowing all that the years ahead would hold.

Nine years later, my heart is filled with gratitude. We worshiped and prayed together, celebrated and
grieved together, and walked alongside one another through both joys and challenges. Through it all, you
have shared your time, your gifts, your prayers, and your love. It has been a privilege to serve as your
pastor, and I give thanks to God for each of you.

Our journey together is part of a much larger story. For 171 years, generations of faithful people have
sustained the ministry of this church. They gave, served, prayed, and trusted God through seasons of joy
and seasons of uncertainty. Because of their faithfulness, we have inherited a church with a rich history
and a continuing calling to share the love of Christ.

Now it is our turn to carry that legacy forward. The gifts we offer now help sustain worship, care for our
neighbors, support our ministries, and make room for future generations to experience God’s love. Our
prayer, our acts of service, and our financial gifts have a part in the story God is still writing among us.

As we prepare for Stewardship Commitment Sunday on November 15, I invite you to prayerfully
consider your commitment for the coming year. Proverbs 3:9 calls us to honor God with the first fruits of
our harvest. With that in mind, I invite you to ask yourself: What does my best fruit or first fruit look like?

The answer will be different for each of us. Our circumstances and gifts are not all the same, but each of
us has something meaningful to offer. As you consider your financial pledge and the ways you might
serve, I encourage you to give thoughtfully, prayerfully, and with a grateful heart.

Church family, thank you for your generosity, your commitment, and the love you continue to share. I am
grateful for these nine years together and hopeful for all that God will continue to do through us. May we
honor the legacy we have received and faithfully carry it forward, trusting that God will guide us in the
years to come.

Pastor Dezo Schreiner



Art Night went well! Children and adults alike enjoyed a variety of
creative activities, including pumpkin patch prints made with
tempera paint and cut apples, caramel apple decorating, weaving
with yarn and fabric strips, and watercolor painting. Several boxes
of pizza and other tasty treats were enjoyed, too! Outside, chalk
drawings, hopscotch, and pick-up soccer were also big hits.

It was especially lovely to welcome new faces from the
surrounding community who discovered the event through our
signs and online posts, as well as to spend time with children and
families from and connected to our church community.
A heartfelt thank-you to everyone who helped make the evening
possible! It was a joy to see the creativity flowing and connections
being formed or strengthened. 

Please be on the look out for future Art Nights. We plan to host the
next one in January, and our Advent family luncheon in December
will include some Christmas crafts. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Photos from the MORE2 Banquet!

Dear Church Family,

Thank you to everyone who has reached out with kind words
and kept me in your prayers. My surgery on Tuesday, October
27, went well, and I am now recovering at home.

Pastor Megan will be covering for me during my leave. While
I will not be in the church office or preaching in person for
the next few weeks, I am still working and remain available
by email and phone as my recovery allows.

We will keep you updated on my progress and plans to
return in the office. Thank you again for your continued
prayers, care, and support. I am deeply grateful for our loving
church family.
God bless you!

Pastor Dezo



BELOVED COMMUNITY CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
If you would be interested, or know someone who would be interested, in supporting the
Beloved Community Children’s Ministry, please let the Pastors or the office know. We are
currently seeking:

Volunteers to occasionally help with Sunday School on Sunday mornings. 
A volunteer or employee to help run a nursery for the youngest members of our church
(ages 0-3) on Sunday mornings. (For full job listing, please contact the pastors)
Ideas for ways to continue to integrate children in the life of the church and serve children
and families in the surrounding community. 

VOLUNTEERS

NEEDED!! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS



Sunday, November 15

Thanksgiving
Potluck Dinner &

Stewardship
Commitment

Sunday

Join us on Sunday, November
15, for our Thanksgiving Potluck

Dinner and Stewardship
Commitment Sunday as we

celebrate God’s faithfulness and
the ministry we share.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



ANNOUNCEMENTS





WE PRAY FOR…
Megan Fugitt passed peacefully into eternal life on October 26 at home. Megan was
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer last year. Please keep Dennis and Sue Fugit in your prayers.
Dixie and Jim Kelly. They moved into assisted living. Just a few days ago. 
Karen Foster has been moved into assisted living. Please pray for her as she adjusts.
Laura Martinez moved away to be closer to her grandchildren. Let us keep her in our prayers
as she transitions. 
We continue to think of Bob Holloway's family as they grieve the passing of Bob. Bob was 97.
Daylin and Dalie Rodriguez Ortet and Noah. Daline is grieving the passing of her Dad. 
Sue Hansen's family, grieving the passing of Sue.
Steve Stuart and the Stuart family following the death of Steve’s brother on September 8.
Steve’s niece Ashley had been caring for both her father and her husband, who died within a
month of each other. Please pray especially for Ashley, Steve, and the entire Stuart family. 
Melba McIntosh for strength and for continued healing for Craig. 
Vonda Breedlove continues to struggle with severe arthritis and mobility issues. Pray for her
and her sons, especially Eric who is caring for her.
Christine Garner has been dealing with dizziness, and had to make a few trips to the ER. So
far all her test results have been good. 
Geneva Abel dealing with health issues.
Kerry Triplett’s health and his family.
Lynette Adkins and her family: Briana, TJ, Shianne, Tyler.
Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, and Mary Ann, granddaughter,
courageously facing health issues in Ireland.
Susan Smith is receiving good care at home. Pray for her and for Sallie's health.
Toni Page’ mother dealing with health issues. 
Tom Ott, Jay Manda’s Father-in-law.
Breeze’s Dad–dealing with blood clots in his lung. He is no longer on oxygen.
Andy and Dezo’s grandpa, Paul Wingo, receiving chemo for colon cancer surgery. 
Dezo’s friend, Harriet House, is dealing with Stage 4 liver cancer.

WE GIVE THANKS TO …
All the leaders of the Beloved Community for all the work they do behind the scene to keep
God’s ministry going.
To Gill Manda for trimming the the bushes near the north entrance by the canopy.
To Vickie Dawdy for her landscaping and trimming the bushes along the fence line and near
the garage. 
To the Bill Humenczuk, Matt Clingan, LaMoine Tatum, Jonas Bedford-Strohm, and Andy
Schreiner for all the work on the tech team. 

 
WE REJOICE WITH …

Members attending the MORE2 Banquet on October 29th.

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR…
Nancy Bundy (Fighting Cancer) — Leonard Barbee — The Dawdys, Avery & Gregory Family — Rodie (Pat
Hester’s Friends) — Mia Gunter (Care-Giver for Evelyn Brooks) — Evelyn Brooks (Suffering from severe
memory issues) — Tim Link — Vonda Breedlove — The Chandler Family — Justin Prigel (In the Military)
— Samuel Okwo (US National Guard) — Valerie Caroll & Mary Ann (Daughters of Bill & Chris Rinck) —

Carole Raines

ALL ABOUT FIRST BAPTIST PEOPLE



Our Church Leaders celebrated Johhn’s Retirement

I have always been a fairly quiet person who enjoys keeping life private and simple. I have
called Kansas City home all my life, and it is where much of my story began.

I attended Baker University, where I met my wife of 58 years. During that time, I was drafted
and chose to join the Navy. My bride and I traveled from Dam Neck and Norfolk, Virginia, to
San Diego and Long Beach, California. I served as a radarman aboard the USS Downes, and
during those years, we welcomed our two daughters.

After returning to Kansas City, I finished school, graduated from UMKC, and began working in
our family business(Charlie Fisher Buick/Chevrolet on Main St). We welcomed two more
children, a son and another daughter – making us a family of six.

Life with four children kept us constantly on the go with baseball, basketball, soccer, school
activities, and church events. Before we knew it, our children had grown up, gone to college,
married, and started families of their own. Today, we are blessed with nine grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren!

After we sold the family business, I wanted to stay busy, so I took a part-time position at First
Baptist. That was 15 years ago, and I am grateful for the opportunity to have served you
throughout those years.

My wife and I are looking forward to this next chapter of life together. We remain very
involved in our church, and with two of our daughters now living in Alabama and Florida, we
look forward to traveling and perhaps spending some of the colder months in warmer places.
The best part is that we do not have to decide everything right now. We can simply follow
where the Lord leads us, one day at a time.

I wish everyone well, and I thank you for these 15 years at First Baptist. May you find joy in
the simple things in life and in the many blessings of our Lord.

John Fisher

Spotlight on John Fisher



FBC Music



Financials



Missions





— In-person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on
our website & YouTube —

 

Beloved Community of First Baptist
Kansas City, MO 

 

PREACHING SCHEDULE
 
 

Sunday, November 1st — 10:50am 
                   “For Yours is in the Kingdom and the Power and
the Glory,” based on 1 Chronicles 29:11. 
Pastor Megan, preaching. Communion Sunday.

Sunday, November 8th — 10:50am 
                   “Choose This Day Whom You Will Serve,” based
on Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-17, 22.
Jonas Bedford-Strohm, preaching. 

Sunday, November 15th — 10:50am 
                   “Offer your First Fruits in Faith,” based on Deut.
26:1-11. Stewardship Commitment Sunday!
Pastor Megan, preaching. 

Sunday, November 22 — 10:50am 
                   “Shift My Appetite,” based on Matthew 4:1-11. 
LaMoine Tatum, preaching. 

Sunday, November 29th — 10:50am 
                   First Sunday of Advent. 
Advent Series Begins.

Upcoming Worship Schedule



Participating in
Services Online, or

Watching them
Afterwards

The livestreams and recordings of our Sunday
services are now available on both Facebook
and Youtube. You can log on to participate from
afar, as the service is happening.

Also, if you miss a service and would like to go
back and watch it - or just watch or
listen to the sermon - you can find all of
these resources at

https://www.youtube.com/@BelovedCommunityKC



Church Calendar
November 1st — Daylight Savings - Fall Back! 
November 1st — Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Bible Study Class (Cross-
Generations Classroom)
November 1st — “For Yours is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory Forever,”
based on 1 Chronicles 29:11. Pastor Megan, preaching. Communion Sunday.
November 1st — Sunday, 12:00 p.m. American Baptist Women’s Ministry Meeting
(Fireside Room) 
November 2nd — Monday, 1:15-3:00 p.m. Food Pantry Restock Day
November 3rd — Tuesday, 2026 Midterm General Election Day!
November 4th — Wednesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at
10:00 a.m.)
November 4th — Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. Musical Ensemble Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
November 7th — Saturday, 6:00-7:30 p.m. KC Bronze Handbell Ensemble (Sanctuary)
November 8th — Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Bible Study Class (Cross-
Generations Classroom)
November 8th — “Choose This Day Whom You Will Serve,” based on Joshua 24:1-3a,
14-17, 22. Jonas Bedford-Strohm, preaching. 
November 8th — Sunday, 12:00 p.m. Rev. Stephanie Parham’s Birthday Celebration
November 9th — Monday, 7:30 p.m. Area V American Baptist Churches Choirfest
(Second Baptist Church in Kansas City, MO)
November 11th — Wednesday, Happy Veterans Day! 
November 11th — Wednesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at
10:00 a.m.)
November 11th — Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. Musical Ensemble Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
November 15th — Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Bible Study Class (Cross-
Generations Classroom)
November 15th — “Offer your First Fruits in Faith,” based on Duet. 26:1-11. Pastor
Megan, preaching. Stewardship Commitment Sunday! 
November 15th — Sunday, 12:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner (Fireside Room)
November 18th — Wednesday, Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry
November 18th — Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. Musical Ensemble Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
November 20th — Friday, 1:00-3:15 p.m. Fill Food Pantry Orders
November 21st — Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. Clients Pick Up Food Pantry Orders
November 22nd — Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Journeys Bible Study Class (Cross-Generations
Classroom)
November 22nd — “Shift My Appetite,” based on Matthew 4:1-11. LaMoine Tatum,
preaching.
November 22nd — Sunday, 12:00 p.m. Decorating the Church for Advent
November 25th — Wednesday, Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at
10:00 a.m.)
November 26th-27th — Thursday & Friday, FBC Offices Closed for Thanksgiving!
November 29th — Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Bible Study Class (Cross-
Generations Classroom)
November 29th — First Sunday of Advent. Advent Series Begins.



TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION

November Birthdays
Josue Aguilar                            01
Mai Tadokoro                           02
Rebecca Page                           06
Stephanie Parham                  06
Karen Mathis                           06
Patricia Hallquist                     15
Sandeep Ravi                           15
Brad Law                                   16
Jim Kelly                                    25
Jan Jones                                  26
Joy Goble                                  28
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