THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
Rev. Dezo Schreiner ‐ Dr. Stephen D. Jones ‐ Rev. Stephanie Spears ‐ PASTORS

Around & About ‐ December 2020
100 West Red Bridge Rd, KC, MO 64114 | (816) 942‐1866
Visit us on our website www. ckcmo.net or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/ ckc

DONE WITH “IT”!
Don’t you wish we could stop talking about “it”? “It”, of course, is the pandemic which has moved
into our lives and taken over. It took over our Spring as we tried to shut down our society. And
then we opened things up, perhaps too quickly and too soon. And now, this Fall, we are paying the
price with the worst impact in these Fall months. Nearly 2 million Americans were infected in
October and 4 million in November. The United States has the worst record of infec on in the
world. The equivalent of half of the residents of Kansas City, MO have died na on‐wide so far.
Scien sts are forecas ng that these outcomes will be far worse, growing exponen ally, as we enter
2021.
I want this over. I’m red of the “small world” that has been imposed upon all of us. I feel for those
on the front lines risking their health and their lives. I feel for business owners who fear losing their
businesses. I feel for those who have lost their jobs. I feel for school children who may fall behind
permanently in their academic paths. I feel for those who have loved ones with covid‐19 in
hospitals and care facili es whom they cannot see or visit. I feel for those who have lost loved ones
to this virus. I feel for young adults having to postpone their dreams. I feel for those dying alone.
If scien sts and not poli cians can recommend its safety, I stand ready to be vaccinated. I want
those who are taking far greater risks to be first. But I am ready to be done with this. And the
success rate of the vaccines and their lower risk factors are encouraging.
I want our world to expand again. I want to interact without restraint. I want our church to worship
again, all of us, in person and without fear. I want our church’s outreach ministries to be fully re‐
engaged. I want us to connect with more and more seekers.
And I want to go back to the movies. Go to hear the Symphony. Go to live concerts. Go out to eat
in crowded restaurants. Stand in the street for the Plaza Ligh ng and at Crown Center as the Mayor
lights the city’s Christmas tree. Go to live theater. I happen to be one of those weird people who
loves to jostle in crowds. (Long lines, No. Crowds, Yes.)
But this advent and Christmas will be more solitary. There can’t be any crowds, no large holiday
meals, no shared public events. No congrega on gathered in the sanctuary.
As red as I am of talking about covid‐19, something tells me that we will be talking about this for
the rest of our lives. We will remember this odd and terrifying year.

A more solitary Christmas. The na vity story is basically a solitary story. No one in Bethlehem
bothered to no ce, just Mary and Joseph, alone. And eventually a pack of shepherds stumbled in.
A more solitary Christmas. Sobering. Though ul. Inescapable.
Henri Nouwen, the Dutch theologian, wrote,
“Without the solitude of heart, the in macy of friendship, marriage and community life cannot be
crea ve. Without the solitude of heart, our rela onships with others easily becomes needy and
greedy, s cky and clinging, dependent and sen mental, exploi ve and parasi c, because without the
solitude of heart we cannot experience the others as diﬀerent from ourselves but only as people who
can be used for fulfillment of our own, o en hidden needs.” Nouwen speaks of the diﬀerence
between loneliness and solitude: “A lonely person has no inner me nor inner rest to wait and listen.
He wants answers and wants them here and now. But in solitude we can pay a en on to our inner
self.” (Reaching Out, Doubleday)
Yes, I’m ready to be done with this. God bless the researchers and the corpora ons who have
hopefully found eﬀec ve vaccines. But, in the meanwhile, let us use this quieter season, of solitude
and prepara on, so that when we stumble in on the crèche where the holy couple is once again
holding in their arms the Hope of the World, we will be ready to receive, and be restored!
‐ Stephen Jones
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Keep your eye out for the new, updated church directory in the next week or so! Since we are
mostly worshiping from home, we will be sending the directories out in the mail as well as
through email. If you do not receive your copy of the directory, please let Megan in the oﬃce
know. Thank you!

WE PRAY FOR…
 Cheryl Twigg, making strong progress in recovery from her back surgery
 Pa y Van at home
 Kathy Raines Booth, Carole Raines’ daughter, undergoing chemotherapy and immunotherapy treatments.
 Carole Raines se led into her new home in North Carolina.
 Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Chris ne Rinck, in serious health decline in Ireland
 Terri Freeman, whose brother, Preston, in a nursing center that has been overwhelmed with covid‐19.
 Becky Boden at home a er physical rehab at Sols ce Senior Residence
 Debbie Ebright experiencing serious back pain and asks for our prayers
 Sue Hansen on‐going mobility issues.
 Dixie and Jim Kelly’s son, Jamie and his family, tested posi ve for covid19 with few symptoms.
 Pat Logan, at home, making progress in recovering from a stroke
 Peggy Morgan who is now home and making great progress a er her hip replacement
 Sherry and Jerry Mustapha who both tested posi ve for covid‐19. Jerry le St. Luke’s Plaza Hospital for
rehab for a few weeks. Sherry is s ll experiencing pain from her back surgery & increasing covid symptoms.
 Kathy Hinton who had knee replacement surgery requiring a second correc ve surgery. She is home
 Claire Bolton, healing from an infec on in her foot.
 Millie Hartman’s daughter and family in North Carolina infected with covid19
 Krista Ramirez and family in transi on
 Becky Boden at home who has developed a swollen lymph node in her throat.
 Sandi Leonard’s stepmother, Myra Lancaster, is being treated for cancer.
Sandi would like to shower her with cards to keep up her spirits and those of Sandi's father who is
Myra's caretaker.
If you'd like to send a card, address it to Myra Lancaster, 210 W 41st St, Sand Springs, OK 74063
WE GIVE THANKS FOR…
 Dawn Kirton for decora ng the sanctuary for the thanksgiving season.
 Thanks to Dawn Kirton and Yvonne Walker for assis ng with advent chancel decora ons.
 Cameron Leonard, Bill Humenczuk and Ma Clingan – faithfully providing expert sound and video
leadership every Sunday!
WE REJOICE WITH…
 Barry Speert who came forward on Nov. 22 and presented himself as a candidate for bap sm and
membership in our church. Barry is a biblical scholar and has been ac ve prac cing his faith throughout his
life. Recently, his deeper discovery and apprecia on of Jesus led him to make this first‐ me profession of
faith. Barry’s email and phone number: barryspeert@gmail.com 913‐677‐2896
 Stephanie Spears who will be working from the East coast un l January, 2021.
 Melba McIntosh and her family who have fully recovered from covid‐19. Hallelujah!
WE SHARE OUR LONG‐TERM PRAYER FOR…
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — JoAnn Gardner — Roberta Stevenson — Randal Palmer — Cose e Kelly
WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY…
Kathleen Brown — Maybelle Logan — Geraldine Raines — Bobbie Matson — Joy Yonga Choi—Jus n Prigel
(military in South Korea)

YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT
Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up and do a devo onal. We meet via Zoom on Saturday evenings at
8pm. Contact Pastor Dezo at 785.424.5779 for the Zoom link if you are interested.

RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY
The collection and drop off of non-perishable donations for the Red Bridge Food Pantry continues to
be temporarily suspended due to the Coronavirus.
In lieu of non-perishable donations, we will gladly accept monetary donations.
Checks should be made payable to: First Baptist Church of Kansas City with “Red Bridge Food
Pantry” noted on the “Memo” line. Checks can be dropped off or mailed to the church at:
100 W Red Bridge Rd, Kansas City MO 64114.
Food Pantry Activity Dates for August
December 7 Monday – Restocking Day: CANCELLED
Between now and mid-December, volunteers will be shopping for any items needed for the Food Pantry
and will be stocking the items as they’re purchased.
December 16 Wednesday – Deadline to Request Food
If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-0250)
anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., December 16. They will need to provide the requested information
and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered before their request
for food can be processed.
December 18 Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders
December 19 Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders
If there are any questions, please call Dina Giesler, coordinator for the Food Pantry, at 816.665.5301.

STEWARDSHIP GIVING AND PLANNING
Given the pandemic, and its impact on our congregants, we will not be holding a
Stewardship campaign or emphasis as we look ahead to 2021. This means that we will likely
try to hold our budget close to 2020 levels. We are in a good posi on, and we an cipate we
will be able to keep our expenses similar to this year. We hope that you can con nue in your
faithful pa ern of giving to our church and to its mission. We hope, if possible, that you
might be able to increase your giving in 2021, but we understand if due to changes in income,
your giving must decrease in these unpredictable mes. Please send an email to Kathie
Manda: finance@ ckcmo.net if there are any changes. The boards and commi ees will work
on a proposed 2021 budget later this month and their recommenda ons will be presented to
the Execu ve Council.
To date, our giving during the pandemic has been encouraging and it is much appreciated.
We have been able to pay our bills and meet our church’s ministry expenses. But we will
need strong responses from our members and friends in December to end the year in posi ve
financial shape. Thanks!
We gave $688.00 in the November Communion Oﬀering to the Deacons Fund.
Thank you for helping with the Bethel Neighborhood Center dona ons! So many people purchased items
and many others donated funds so that we could assist the families we were assigned to help with their
Christmas. My car was filled ‐‐ I don't think another box would have fit ‐‐ all because of the generosity of our
congrega on. Thanks for spreading Christmas cheer! ‐‐ Jan Jones

LIVING NATIVITY 2020: Saturday, Dec. 19, 5:30 p.m.—7 p.m.
As you know, we have decided to proceed with the Living Nativity –
with the top goal of keeping all our characters and support staff safe!
The Living Nativity is a drive-through experience re-telling the
awesome story of Jesus’ birth, and the live animals will be back again
this year! Please sign up to serve as a costumed character in the Living
Nativity or in a support staff role. Please call the church office or Mariko
Prigel to volunteer. We need persons to:
1. Help set up the scenes and traffic flow on Saturday morning, Dec. 19 11:00 am
2. Be a cast member in one of the scenes (hopefully families can serve together)
3. Help with traffic flow during the Living Nativity
4. Help with costumes before the Living Nativity

The December Communion Offering
Our December Communion Oﬀering goes to "Migrant Ministry: A Mile In their Shoes," a
ministry of American Bap st Interna onal Ministries, launched by ABC Missionary Ray
Schellinger. This ministry provides assistance for the asylum seekers and refugees who live
mostly in temporary compounds, awai ng long‐term residence in safe and welcoming
countries. This project seeks to provide shelter, hydra on, nutri on, medical care, pastoral
accompaniment, legal aid, elementary educa on and human rights orienta on for migrants
seeking immigra on. They are living in 10 shelters, in distressed situa ons in Columbia,
Ecuador, Mexico and Central America. Several are along the Mexican border with the USA.
Our gi s can help these people living in desperate condi ons. Rev. Ray Schellinger is one of
four ABC missionaries we support directly in our mission budget. Ray is our American Bap st
Global Consultant for Immigra on Issues.
We have received word through Interna onal Ministries of the ABC‐
USA that the two hurricanes that hit the eastern shores of Nicaragua
and Honduras have caused las ng damage. One Great Hour of
Sharing funds are being sent to assist those most in need. If you
want to give, you can give to our church, noted for OGHOS/Nicaragua
Hurricane Relief. Your gi will go directly to those in need.
ONLINE WORSHIP COMMUNITY CONTINUES TO GROW
FBC's online worship con nues to grow week by week. The live streaming on Facebook has
helped to a ract some new people who have been joining us online. It’s always great to have
visitors, and now that we can’t have many people in‐person, it’s great to have them online!
We look forward to mee ng face‐to‐face when it is safe. In addi on to Facebook, we con nue
to see a steady number worshiping with us each week on our website. We are thankful for
this growing community.

UPCOMING ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
— December Worship and Preaching Series 10:50 a.m. LIVE on Facebook
or 1:00 p.m. on our website —

“Advent Messengers: The Voices of Angels”
Do we even believe in angels? Who or what are angels? Are not angels the voices of God speaking to us? Do
we not need to hear God speaking to us in this season as never before?
Howard Thurman: “It is our great and blessed fortune that our lives are never left to themselves alone. We
are visited in ways that we can understand and in ways beyond our understanding.”
“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good
news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’” Isaiah 52:7
Second Sunday of Advent, Dec. 6: “The Angel’s Disturbing Message to Joseph” Matthew 1
 Communion Sunday
 The angel’s message to Joseph was perplexing and disturbing and it caused him to react selfrighteously at first, and then turn his life around in loving ways.
 Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching
Third Sunday of Advent, Dec. 13: “The Angel’s Unnerving Announcement to Mary” Luke

2:26f


The angel’s announcement to Mary set her world upside down and placed her in the midst of scandal
and controversy. Yet, she yielded to the angel’s message.
 Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching
Fourth Sunday of Advent, Dec. 20: “A Choir of Angels for the Shepherds” Luke 2:8f
 The shepherds, among the least faithful and most unexpected, received a sky-filled with angels,
singing to them and calling them to be the first witnesses of Christ’s miraculous birth!
 Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24: “The Story of Angels” Luke 2:13-14
 The angels told the story of Jesus’ birth to earth’s inhabitants as the story was unfolding. This was
their story to tell! They are our guide to how God was speaking to humankind then—and now!
 Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching
The First Sunday of Christmas, Dec. 27: “What is God Saying to Us Today?” Luke 2:36-38
 Ana expected God to speak in her time and in her day: a story of salvation and joy! What’s our story?
What is God saying to us today? Can God speak through a pandemic? Can God speak to a
polarized society?
 Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching

FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE, WE WILL NOT BE WORSHIPPING IN THE SANCTUARY
All services will be available online through streaming. Since we want to keep our
congrega on safe, but are not legally limited to 10 persons, if you would like to worship in the
sanctuary while the service is being streamed at 10:50 a.m. or at 6:00 pm for the Christmas
Eve service, no one will be turned away.
























December 1st — Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.)
December 5th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng
December 6th— Second Sunday of Advent
December 7th—Restocking Day CANCELLED
December 8th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.)
December 12th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng
December 13rd— Third Sunday of Advent
December 15th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.)
December 16th—Wednesday Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry
December 18th—Friday, 1:15‐3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders
December 19th—Saturday, 9:00‐11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders
December 19th— Living Na vity 5:30 p.m.‐7 p.m.
December 20th— Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 22nd— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.)
December 24th—Christmas Eve
December 24th‐25th—First Bap st Oﬃce and Punkin Patch closed for Christmas
December 26th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng
December 27th—The First Sunday of Christmas
December 29th— Congrega onal Check‐in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.)
January 1st—First Bap st Oﬃce and Punkin Patch closed for New Year’s Day
January 2nd—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom mee ng
January 3rd—Epiphany Sunday

SUNDAY JOURNEYS BIBLE STUDY
On Sundays we meet via Zoom at 9:30am. A rota on of teachers will be teaching this interac ve class weekly
using the Judson Quarterly, ‘Journeys.’ Call the church oﬃce if you would like the new winter quarterly
mailed to you.
Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC
1.
Go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?
pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09
2.
Mee ng ID: 577 204 654
3.
Password: 1

Method 2 – Audio ONLY
1.
Call 312.626.6799
2.
Mee ng ID: 577 204 654
3.
Password: 1

TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK‐IN AND BIBLE STUDY
We will con nue to study of The Gospel of Luke online via Zoom! We start by checking in to make sure every‐
one is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly a er. Tuesday mornings from 10 – 11 am. Each
week, the zoom link to this Dialogue and Bible study will be sent to the congrega on so you can link in.
Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC
1. Go to h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?
pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
2. Mee ng ID: 555 892 911
3. Password: 1

Method 2 – Audio ONLY
1. Call 312.626.6799
2. Mee ng ID: 555 892 911
3. Password: 1
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Website: www. ckcmo.net
TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON FACEBOOK GO TO
h ps://www.facebook.com/ ckc/
TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO
h p:// ckcmo.net/worship‐services
The streaming service on our website will be online at 1:00 p.m.
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