
 
 

The Month of August 

            A Beautiful Community of Faith: The Best Is Yet to Come 
The pandemic has changed our lives dramatically. It is said that we are in the post-pandemic now. Some 
have returned to their normal pre-pandemic life, but many have not.  
 
Just like a player of any sport, when they take months or days off, they will be a bit rusty. The muscle 
memory has faded, the confidence is lower, and the athlete may need some coaching to regain optimal 
performance. So too may we need a bit of coaching to achieve a new level for our vibrant community. 
 
Communal life has become harder. It feels as if some of us have been completely disconnected. Many of 
us continue to do our best, but it is not easy. I am so proud of our church for all the acts of love, kindness, 
and compassion that I have seen this year. The vibrancy of the relationships that we have and the great 
history that many of us share is truly incredible. I am grateful to have started my FBC journey long before 
the pandemic began. Because of this, I had the opportunity to sing and dine and visit with so many of you 
unencumbered by all the new concerns of our day. What we do today might be a small fraction of what 
we used to do, but I am confident that the best is yet to come. I am challenging us to begin today and get 
to work over the next 12 months for us to be intentional about building our new and best expression of 
community yet.  
 
Let’s face it the pandemic has taken its toll, and in some ways, I feel like I am writing about going on a 
diet, where we take a ‘before picture’ and sign up for a plan at the gym. Where do we go from here? How 
do we get started again? In his book “Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian Community” 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes  

“The first service one owes to others in a community involves listening to them. Just as our love 
for God begins with listening to God’s Word, the beginning of love for others is learning to listen 

to them. God’s love for us is shown by the fact that God not only gives God’s Word but also 
lends us God’s ear.  . . . We do God’s work for our brothers and sisters when we learn to listen to them.” 

 
As we consider these wise words from Bonhoeffer, we are presented with listening as an act of service 
and an act of love to those in our community. I believe listening is a simple yet great place to start in 
service to our fellow siblings. Listening is something that we all can benefit from. 
 
I would like to encourage each one of us to take on a challenge to listen to one another. This will require 
us to spend time with each other outside the bounds of the church. I believe we all have a story to tell and 
sometimes one’s story can be transformative to another. The best way to get to know each other deeper is 
by spending time together. 
 
I am going to be on maternity leave starting August 1. I hope you will try to engage with each other on a 
deeper level during my time away. Perhaps try just to pick one person and strike up a conversation with 
the goal of listening attentively. If it has been a while since you have talked to another human, you are not 
alone, don’t panic - just smile (yes we can still tell if you are smiling under the mask) and start with 
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“hello, how are you today?” Instead of some filler topic like the weather, ask “What do you like to do for 
fun” or “what is new in your life”. You will be surprised at some of the answers you may get, and just 
how much you might have in common with those around you. The rest should flow on naturally from 
there.  
 
Upon my return from maternity leave, I would like for us to work together to be more intentional in our 
relationship with one another. 
 

May we not let the pandemic change our love for each other. May we be intentional in deepening our 
relationship with each other! 
 
“We must also consider how to encourage each other to show love and to do good things. We should not 
stop gathering together with other believers, as some of you are doing. Instead, we must continue to 
encourage each other even more as we see the day of the Lord coming.  
Hebrews 10:24–25 (GOD’S WORD Translation) 
 

Rev. Dezo Schreiner 

LEARNING COMMUNITY NEWS: 
 

*Learning Community class for grade school children each Sunday at 9:30 am. As we have children 
attending, Pastor Dezo will teach this class. If you know of other children attending at 9:30am, please contact 
Dezo beforehand. If other volunteers can help, please let Dezo know. 

*The Journeys Bible Study Class, open to all adults, has an exciting new curriculum beginning in September. 
These lessons are thought-provoking and lend themselves to group Bible study. 9:30 -10:30 am in Cross- 
Generations Class. 
 

*Children’s Time during worship: children up to fourth grade may leave worship after the children’s 
conversation. Amelie Clingan, first-year student at UMKC, leads this for toddlers through kindergartners. We 
have exciting new curriculum for young children that begins use this month.  
 

*Infant Quiet Room – We have an infant quiet room, in the JAMS classroom just outside the east entrance to 
the Sanctuary. It has a closed-circuit television so parents can watch the service while tending to their 
children.  

*A Learning Community Class for Young People, Middle School, High School, College Age, taught by Pastor 
Steve WILL NOT meet until Sept. 4th. Then weekly after that. 

MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 
We encourage those who worship on Sundays to wear masks in 

order to keep everyone healthy. The red cushions have now 
been returned to the sanctuary. 



WE PRAY FOR… 
• Pastor Dezo who will be giving birth to a baby boy on August 1st. 
• Dixie Kelly who has been diagnosed with bone cancer located in her spine, causing her pain and numbness. She is 

having an outpatient procedure at Advent Medical Center on July 28th; Please keep her in your prayers. 
• Dawn Kirton who is improving with change of diet and slowing the pace of life! Her doctors are giving permission 

for her to go to Antigua to visit her ailing mother, but not until mid-August. 
• Patty Van at home, staying well 
• Bill Betteridge at Bickford Care Center in Raytown. Pat Betteridge is home, dealing with back pain and respiratory 

issues. 
• The family of Pat Logan, who passed on to eternal life on Sunday morning, June 26. Pastor Steve led her funeral on 

July 6 at Mt. Moriah. Pat had largely been uncommunicative over the past year since a major stroke. 
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, and Mary Ann, granddaughter, in health decline in Ireland. 
• Debbie Ebright experiencing back pain and asks for our prayers 
• Sue Hansen, living at Brookdale on Wornall Road. She was in worship with us on Sunday, July 24th! 
• Sherry and Jerry Mustapha, both at home now and improving in strength; Sherry was in church on July 10th! 
• A member of our congregation undergoing chemo treatments for cancer. 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
• Toni Page who will be participating in a Peacemaking Training at Central Seminary taught by Dan and Sharon Buttry 

and also by our own Stephanie Parham in early August! 
• Claire Bolton and Bill and Margo and Claire Humenczuk who participated in the World Mission Conference at Green 

Luke July 4-9th. 

• Dr. Fofo Jackson, our choral director, participating July 17-22 at the Annual Church Musicians Conference at Green 
Lake. 

• Martha Brown, who will be remembered in worship on Sunday, August 28, while her daughter, Kathy, is back from 
Japan. 

 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
• Joy Yonga Choi who was approved for ordination by our region’s ordination council. Our church will ordain Joy on 

September 11, when she next returns to KC. Pastor Steve and Joy will co-preach on Sept. 11th. Steve gave the 
deacons a choice because it’s going to be a sermon in song and word: either Steve could speak words and Joy could 
sing, or vice versa. The Deacons unanimously voted for Joy to sing!!! 

• Stephanie Parham will go before the Regional Ordination Council in August. 
• Pastor Dezo completed her second study leave as she works on her Doctor of Ministry degree; not to be out-done, 

Andy Schreiner has been accepted into the Ph.D program at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland. 
• We celebrate with Dezo, Andy, Charlotte and Benjamin on the anticipated birth of their new son/brother, expected 

in early August! 
• Our Afghani refugee family who has been able to save enough money to move from their small apartment into a 

house in north KC. 
• Steve and Jan Jones will be going on a twice-delayed 50th wedding anniversary Alaskan Cruise on the last two 

weeks of August. 
• On Friday, October 28 in Springfield, IL, Pastor Steve is scheduled to be elected the new president of the Great 

Rivers Region of American Baptist Churches. It is an overnight biennial meeting and we hope several of our 
members will make the journey to be a part of Steve’s election and the launch of his two years as president. This is 
a volunteer position. 

 

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR… 
Kathleen Brown—Maybelle Logan—Geraldine Raines—Bobbie Matson—Joy Yonga Choi—Justin Prigel (military in Italy)  
—Becky Boden — Joann Jamerson (Roberta Stevenson’s sister) — David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) —  Cosette Kelly  



RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 

Food Pantry Activity Dates 

Monday, August 8th – 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day (Volunteers Needed!) 

Wednesday, August 17th – Deadline for clients call Food Pantry Phone Line 

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-
0250) anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., August 17th. They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered 
before their request for food can be processed. 

Friday, August 19th 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

Saturday, August 20th 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Clients Pick Up Orders 

DEACON NEWS:  
 The Deacons have now reorganized all the Shepherd Groups, so that every person in our congregation 
is assigned to a Deacon for care and support. You’ll be hearing from your Deacon/Shepherd soon. The 

Deacons are working on covering their Sunday morning worship responsibilities more on a rotating basis. But 
the Deacons urge EVERYONE in the congregation to extend a WARM GREETING to all our visitors EVERY 

SUNDAY! EVERY Visitor is given a mug and an information booklet about our church! The Deacons voted to 
license Toni Page in her final year of seminary. This will now go before the Church Executive Council on Oct. 

9th and to the congregation soon after. 

Red Bridge Food Pantry Needs — August 2022: 

Non-perishable: Paper Towels, Lo Sodium Soup, Jelly—Lo Sugar, 

Brown Rice, Lentils, Garbanzo Beans, Canned Pasta, Canned 

Peaches, Dish Soap, Kleenex, Canned Tomatoes, Crunchy Peanut 

Butter, No Salt Peas 

Contact Claire Bolton with any questions at 816.589.4678 

NO LABYRINTH WALK IN AUGUST.  
Next Walk: Saturday, September 3, 3-5 pm. 



In July, we gave $345.00 to the Native American ABC institutions on 
Muskogee, OK, Bacone College and Murrow Indian Children’s Home. 

We Need Your Help to Fill the 2022 Flower Calendar! 
The 2022 flower calendar is now posted on the bulletin board in the 
commons area. First Baptist has a tradition of individuals providing chancel 
flowers in Memory or Honor of someone special on Sunday mornings. If 
you are interested in providing chancel flowers please write your name on 
the date on the calendar and Kathie Manda will contact you for details. 

   

CHECK OUT THE CHURCH WEBSITE! 
How do I find sermons on the website?   

Go to our website: www.fbckcmo.net. 
1. A menu will appear on the top of the screen.   
2. Click “Worship Services”.  You will find the most recent sermon video displayed at the top of the page. 
3. To listen to the sermon, click on the video and press play. 
4. If a sermon text is available, a button titled “Resources” will display underneath the video. Click the button 

to download the text. 
5. You will see a listing of previous sermons, in order from most recent to oldest, at the very bottom of the 

page. Click the one you want to view.  It will display at the top of the page. Press play to begin viewing. 

The August Communion Offering 

In August, we receive our annual American Baptist United Mission Giving Offering which 
supports all facets of American Baptist mission: in our Great Rivers Region, across the USA 

and around the world. Please give generously throughout the month. You may use the 
“communion offering” envelopes in the pews to give to this offering. Make checks payable to 

the noted and noted for: UMG. 

A few photos of Pastor 

Steve and his wife, Jan, 

visiting Carole Raines in 

Wilson, North Carolina 

(an FBC Member). 

http://www.fbckcmo.net


UPCOMING AUGUST WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

—In-person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook at 10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website— 

THE GOSPEL IS PARTNERSHIPS!  
 

 August 7th, “Partnership in Suffering with God” Genesis 4:9 
• Stephanie Parham Preaching; Communion Sunday; Steve away; Dezo on maternity leave. 

 August 14th, “Jesus Christ, One Thing”, Matthew 5:3-12 
• Stephen Jones Preaching; Dezo on maternity leave. 

 August 21st, “Partnership in Suffering with Christ”, Matthew 16:35 

• Stephanie Parham Preaching; Steve away; Dezo on maternity leave. 
 August 28th, “The Reward of Holy Partnership”, I Peter 5:10 

• Stephanie Parham Preaching; Communion Sunday; Dezo on maternity leave. 
 September 4th, “Jesus Christ, All Things”, based on Colossians 1:15-20 

• Stephen Jones Preaching; Communion Sunday; Dezo on maternity leave. 

YOUNG ADULT ZOOM MEETING  
(SATURDAYS AT 7PM) 

Contact Pastor Dezo for the Zoom Link. Rev Dezo’s phone number is 785-424-5779.  

SPACE FOR GRACE CONFERENCE 

This is a National ABC Conference with exciting speakers and themes! 

(Some photos of Dr. Fofo 

Jackson at Green Lake for 

Music Conference) 



• August 6th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• August 7th — “Partnership in Suffering with God”, Genesis 4:9 — Rev. Stephanie Par-

ham Preaching; Communion Sunday; Steve away; Dezo on maternity leave. 
• August 8th — Monday, 1:15 p.m. Food Pantry Restocking Day  
• August 9th — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• August 13th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• August 14th — “Jesus Christ, One Thing”, Luke 18:18-22, Steve preaching. 
• August 16th — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• August 17th — Wednesday, Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
• August 19th — Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders 
• August 20th — Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
• August 20th — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• August 21st — “Partnership in Suffering with  Christ”, Matthew 16:36 — Rev. Stepha-

nie Parham Preaching; Steve away; Dezo on maternity leave. 
• August 23rd — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• August 27th — Saturday at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• August 28th — “The Reward of Holy Partnership”, I Peter 5:10 — Stephanie Parham 

Preaching; Communion Sunday; Steve away; Dezo on maternity leave. 
• August 30th — Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.) 
• September 3rd — Saturday, at 8:00 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• September 4th — “Jesus Christ, All Things”, Colossians 1:15-20 — Dezo on maternity 

leave. 

NEED VIDEO/SOUND/STREAMING VOLUNTEERS!   
We still need more volunteers to serve in the sound balcony on Sunday 

mornings. Talk with Bill Humenczuk or Matt Clingan. 

 OUR HANDBELL CHOIR AND CHANCEL CHOIR WILL RESUME WEEKLY 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT REHEARSALS IN EARLY SEPTEMBER!  

Please consider joining one of our superb choirs and expand your contribution to our 
worship life!  

 



First Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri 

Pastors Rev. Dezo Schreiner, Rev. Dr. Stephen D Jones 
& Rev. Stephanie Parham 
100 W Red Bridge Road 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

August Birthdays 
 

Bill Betteridge             02 
Nicole Fugitt    03 
Gayle Bradshaw    04 
Cameron Leonard             05 
Benjamin Schreiner             07 
Charlotte Schreiner   07 
Patricia Betteridge             08 
Robin King    09 
Mark Riles    14 
Diana Parker    15 
Justin Fugitt    18 
Gerri Brown-Roane   20 
Daylin Rodriguez Ortet  20 
Victor Velez    21 
Dixie Kelly    23 
Andy Schreiner   24 

Website: www.fbckcmo.net 
 

TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 
10:50AM ON FACEBOOK GO TO: 

https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/   
 

TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO: 
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services  

(The services will be posted on our website at 1:00PM) 

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services

