
Stay Afloat Together 
 

“Grief is like the ocean; it comes on waves ebbing and flowing. Sometimes the water is calm, 
and sometimes it is overwhelming. All we can do is learn to swim.” – Vicki Harrison. 
 
I have been wrestling with Haiti’s situation internally. Most of you have heard that the Haitian 
president was assassinated at his home a few weeks ago. This news hit me very hard. Haiti has 
been through a lot of upheaval and challenges over the years, but this represents a new point 
of grief for our people. 
 
Many of my Haitian family and friends with whom I have spoken recently have talked of how  
the assassination of Haiti’s President has had a troubling impact on them. “If this can happen 
to the president, the first citizen of the country, what might happen to us?”  We all process 
grief differently. Some Haitians are angry right now, some are sad, some are numb, and others 
are still struggling to believe what has happened. 
 
I think Haiti has been through so much that it seems the people are just constantly grieving. As 
Vicki Harrison eloquently points out, sometimes the process of grieving is calm and other 
times it is overwhelming. I have found this to be the case for me over these last few weeks. 
My heart is heavy for Haiti. I grieve when I see what’s going on there. I grieve when I see the 
helplessness and the hopelessness of the Haitian people. We must give ourselves permission to 
feel what we feel and process those feelings as they arise.   
 
All of us have experienced some degree of grief at some point in our lives. We have this in 
common. We have all had to learn to swim a little bit over the years, and it may seem to some 
as if you are becoming a professional at it. The truth is, we not only grieve when we lose loved 
ones or beloved pets. We grieve over many life events such as when we have to leave our 
home of many years, or we grieve when we lose our health, lose memory, and physical ability. 
As we get older, we cannot do things that we used to do. We grieve when we lose financial 
security. We grieve when we lose relationships that were once dear. 
 
Grieving is an important and necessary process; we must not run away from it. Take your 
time. Reach out to others who love you and let them know how you are feeling. Try not to do 
it alone, even though it might seem tempting. Sometimes this can be too much for those 
struggling to reach out, so may we be intentional and reach out to those in our community to 
check in on each other and offer support when needed.   
 
In seminary, I learned about the science of caring for persons in need, and how we can actually 
suffer less if we have other loving persons there with us. Not only do I know this, but I have 
also felt this from your kind words and actions over these last few weeks. From the bottom of 
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my heart, I want to thank many of you who have reached out to me either through phone calls, 
texts, or emails to let me know that you are praying for my country and my family back home. 
It means a lot and it is a great reminder that we are not alone in this ocean. May we continue to 
throw each other the life preservers of our time, kind words, and presence in a tough time. May 
we simply show up, no matter if we can find the fitting words or none. May we show up for 
each other and keep each other afloat.                            
-Dezo Schreiner 

YOUNG ADULT HANGOUT 

Gathering of FBC’s young adults to catch up and do a devotional. We meet via Zoom on Saturday evenings at 
8pm. Contact Pastor Dezo at 785.424.5779 for the Zoom link if you are interested.  

Search For A Music Director/Organist Update 

We are moving ahead with our search process hoping to make a decision 
and employ one or two musicians as organist and Director of Music by the 
end of August. 

New Era = Time to Update the Bylaws! 
The current and past moderators and pastors have formed a task group working on an update of our church 
bylaws. Please be in prayer for them. Our moderator, Kerry Triplett, is leading this effort, authorized by the 
Executive Council to simplify the bylaws to better serve our current era. 

MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 
We URGE EVERYONE to get vaccinated as soon as possible, 
unless your doctor advises otherwise. There is a new Delta strain of 
COVID-19 that is very contagious and deadly, but all three 
approved vaccinations have proven effective against it. According 
to new guidelines from the Mayor, everyone will be asked to wear a 
mask at all times while inside the building. 

JOIN OUR CHANCEL CHOIR! 
We’ll have a new director soon and we are hoping to begin choir rehearsals 
sometime in early Fall. Contact Sandi Leonard if you are interested. 

NEED VIDEO/SOUND/STREAMING VOLUNTEERS!  
Cameron Leonard is leaving for Purdue on  August 2, and so we 
are losing our main volunteer.  Bill Humenczuk and Matt Clingan 
are our continuing volunteers and we cannot continue to produce 
our weekly services in the sanctuary and on-line without new 
volunteers.  If interested, come on August 1 at 10:30 am to receive 
training directly from Cameron. 



 

 
WE PRAY FOR… 
• Dr. Sandi, Ron, Cameron, and Kit Leonard. Dr. Sandi’s father Jack Lancaster unexpectedly passed away on July 28, 

2021 at the age of 86 years old. 
• Bill Betteridge at Bickford Care Center in Raytown.  Pat Betteridge is home but struggling with severe back pain and 

respiratory issues. 
• Peg Morgan now relocated to her original home near Scranton, PA to live with her daughter, Margee, and one 

other nearby son.  Her postal address is: Peg Morgan, 112 Laurel Acres Road, Milford, PA  18337.    
• Patty Van at home, staying well 
• Pat Logan, still overcoming a stroke, living at home under care of her daughter. 
• Melba McIntosh, who has returned to worship, giving a stirring testimony in worship.  We are grateful as she 

returns to full health 
• Valerie Carroll, daughter of Bill and Christine Rinck, in serious health decline in Ireland and Chris’ nephew, Ron 

Engle, dealing with serious cancer in Texas 
• Debbie Ebright experiencing back pain and asks for our prayers 
• Sue Hansen at home 
• Sherry Mustapha, at home,  dealing with back pain and respiratory issues  
• Dalie and Daylin Ortet have returned to Florida where Daylin intends to give birth to their son in mid-September.  

They are planning to return to KC around Christmas so we can meet Noah!  Dalie has enrolled in a special Spanish-
language degree in nursing in Puerto Rico for the first three months of 2022.  Dalie’s father remains in serious 
condition in Cuba.  

• Susie Bolden had her gall bladder removed at St. Joseph’s Medical Center and upon healing, will have a kidney 
stone removed.  She’s home in good spirits. 

• Glen  Burge has moved from his cottage at Solstice Care Center in Independence and has moved in with family 
members. 

• Virginia Munoz fell in her home and is struggling with several medical challenges. 
• Paul Sienkiewicz is returning to full health and is now living in Buffalo, NY. His phone number is the same and would 

love to hear from FBC friends! 
• Lynne Mertel and family as they grieve the passing of her brother. She also is recovering from bronchitis. 
 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR… 
• The youth of FBC for preparing a wonderful picnic lunch for the church on July 21, and then remaining to put 

together many layettes for Nicaraguan infants. 
• Everyone who participated in Daylin and Dalie’s baby shower. Especially, Lyn Barbee for the beautiful decorations. 
 
 
 
 
 

WE REJOICE WITH… 
• Janellys Long and Gary and Cheryl Twigg who joined our church on Sunday, July 28! We rejoice in their decisions! 
 Janellys’ Contact Info: 347.4958.0330; 2301 Lowell Dr, Lawrence, KS 66047; yourfriendjanellys@gmail.com 
 Twigg’s Contact Info: 816.289.0500; PO Box 305, Raymore, MO 64083; twigg@gmail.com 
• Cameron Leonard who was accepted at Purdue University to begin his master’s degree.  He leaves on August 2.  A 

special thank-you reception for Cameron, after nearly 18 months of weekly service leading our tech team in the 
sanctuary, is on August 1. 

• Musse who turned 3 on July 23rd 
• Benjamin and Charlotte who turn 2 on August 7 
 

WE SHARE OUR LONG-TERM PRAYER FOR… 
David Freeman (Debbie’s brother) — JoAnn Gardner — Roberta Stevenson— Randal Palmer — Cosette Kelly  
 

WE SHARE OUR PRAYER FOR THOSE FAR AWAY… 
Kathleen Brown — Maybelle Logan — Geraldine Raines — Bobbie Matson — Joy Yonga Choi—Justin Prigel (military in 
Italy)  



 

RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 

After having filled and distributed July food pantry orders, we find ourselves blessed two months in a 
row to have ample inventory remaining on the pantry shelves! Because of that, no specific items are 
needed for the food pantry this month. 

Food Pantry Activity Dates 

August 9 Monday – 1:15-3:00 p.m.– Restocking Day—CANCELLED 

August 18 Wednesday – Deadline to Request Food  

If you know of a family in need of food assistance, have them call the Food Pantry Line (913-313-
0250) anytime BEFORE 6 p.m. on Wed., August 18.  They will need to provide the requested 
information and a phone number. They will then receive a return call which must be answered 
before their request for food can be processed. 

August 20 Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m. – Fill Food Pantry Orders 

August 21 Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 

If there are any questions, please call Dina Giesler, coordinator for the Food Pantry, at 
816.665.5301. 

The August Communion Offering 

The August Communion Offering will go to AMOS, a ministry of health and hope in Nicaragua. 
Specifically, our communion offering will provide free pediatric consultations for young 
children ($30 per child per clinic visit.) Our goal is $900 to give during August to make a 
difference in the families and lives of 30 children! These children will either visit one of two 
urban clinics or one of 25 rural clinics — in most cases — this is their only access to medical 
consultation! This is a gift of health and hope! 
The United Mission Giving communion offering has been switched to the September offering. 

RED BRIDGE FOOD PANTRY MANAGER 
Dina Geisler has informed us that at the end of 2021, she will no longer serve as the 
manager of our Food Pantry. She has done a wonderful job and we are very grateful 
for her service, but we are now looking for her replacement. This volunteer position 
requires around 25 hours per month. If you would be interested in more information, 
let the pastors know. This is a significant ministry of our church and other area 
churches to address hunger in our Red Bridge neighborhood.  

BIG MISSION SUCCESSES: 

1. SAVERS collection of donated items was a HUGE success, filling the bus, two cars, and a long trailer!  It 
is all delivered now.  We are no longer accepting donated items at this time. 

2. 10 BETHEL STUDENT BACKPACKS:  Many people donated to purchase and fill these backpacks and 
they were delivered on July 26.  We thank all those who contributed to this successful drive.  Early in the 
Fall, we anticipate that high quality backpacks will go on sale in area stores. We try to buy those in the Fall 
for next year.  If you find such a sale, please contact Jan Jones so we can take advantage of the lower pric-
es.  We do not purchase cheap quality backpacks as they do not hold up. 

3. NICA Viritual Mission Trip: we have had quite a few people participating on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm, con-
tinuing through August 4.   The church office has the zoom connection or you can attend at church. 



In July we had some additional funding come in for the May Communion Offering: 
One Great Hour of Sharing. This brings our total given to OGHS: $2432. Thank you 
for your support.  

We will notify you of the total giving to the July Communion Offering to the Deacon’s Fund in the September 
Around & About. 

Have you ever begun to read a book and tried to put it down, but kept going 
back to it until you have finished it?  I just completed reading Galusha...Crisis and 
Courage in a Civil War Pastor, authored by one of  our pastors, Stephen Jones.  It 
was just published this spring.  It is a quick read and an engrossing one.  Having 
an interest in both American history and human behavior, I was intrigued by 
the title.  The author describes the conflict in the state of  Missouri, specifically 
in St. Louis, during the Civil War years from the perspective of  a pastor of  a St. 
Louis church.  The poignant and dehumanizing experience of  being a slave 
during those years touched me deeply.  My heart ached as I read it. 

I studied the Civil War and it's painful atrocities during my formal education.  I have also read 
several historical and biographical works regarding slavery and the Civil War.  To some extent, 
those books increased my intellectual understanding of  the issues of  this era.  However, Steve's 
book allowed me to FEEL the atrocities and the pain of  both those who were enslaved and those 
opposed to it.  I experienced a flood of  emotions from anger (even rage), to deep sadness as I 
continued to read this book. 

If  you haven't yet had the opportunity to read his book, I highly recommend it.  For me, it was an 
enlightening and captivating read!  - Sherry Mustapha 

(You can order Steve's book through Amazon.com by just typing in the title and it will go to Steve's homepage on 
Amazon.  The response time is relatively quick.) 

First Baptist Church of KCMO Update: 

Our June financial report looks very good.  We were able to hold off on our first endowment 
transfer of the year until early June for $21,000.  But our regular pledges and givers of record 
went well over the budget in June giving $16,391 (budget projection is $12,845).   So far this year 
the budget calls for our giving to be $77,075 and our actual giving has been $81,281. That is 
VERY ENCOURAGING! 

In terms of expenses, we were close to the budget.  The budget monthly calls for $26,729 and our 
actual expenses were $25,421 

For the year, we are still "in the red" by $21,147, but this is a large reduction from the month be-
fore.  The budget was built upon an endowment contribution of $7,000 a month. So that would be 
another $21,000.  And if we needed that transfer for cash flow purposes, our budget would be in 
balance at the end of June. That's very significant. 

Punkin Patch Update: 

Punkin Patch also had a strong financial report for June. They are operating at full enrollment 
now.  The May income was down because one of the two automatic deposits for tuition came in 
too late and was applied to June. 

In June, we had $91,298 in income. The budget income per month is $76,318, so we were nearly 
$13,000 over in income. 

Expenses were $5,000 over budget, nearly all of it in payroll hourly.  This reduces PP's debt for 
the year to $11,587.  With full enrollment, we expect all debt to be overcome by early Fall. 



UPCOMING SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

— August Worship and Preaching Series in-person in the Sanctuary and LIVE on Facebook at 
10:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. on our website — 

 

“GOD OF THE EAST AND WEST” 
The Story of Jesus Healing the Centurion’s Servant 

Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10 

 Sunday, August 1, “A Centurion’s Authority” 
• “I am a man under authority.” The centurion had faith that his authority over others was like unto Jesus’ 

authority over disease; that paralysis was in part a spiritual issue; “I can give orders to those under my 
command; yet, I am helpless to heal my beloved servant.” 

• Communion Sunday; AMOS; Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching. 

 Sunday, August 8, “Jesus, Healer of People” 
• “Let it be done according to your faith,” and the servant was healed. This story evidences the critical relation 

between faith and healing. 

• Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching. 

 Sunday, August 15, “The Inclusive Jesus” 
• Jesus was Throwing Open the Heavenly Banquet, a banquet not limited by ethnicity; The centurion showed 

greater faith than many Jews. 

• Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching. 

“ALL ABOUT THANKS” 
A series on Jesus Healing the Ten Lepers, Luke 17:11-19 

 Sunday, August 22, “Traveling in the Borderlands” 
• Jesus was traveling in the borderlands between Samaria and Galilee.  And this is where we find Jesus today, in 

the borderlands.  And it was in the borderlands that this “mixed group” was traveling together.  Samaritans 
and Jews normally would not mix, but their disease, which was their real enemy, brought them together.   
Where are our borderlands where we will find Jesus today?  “Borderlands” is from the New Jerusalem 
translation.   

• Dr. Stephen Jones, preaching. 

 Sunday, August 29, “Keeping Their Distance” 
• Disease can often isolate us and separate us.  We have all become experts on this due to the pandemic.  This 

is often why cancer support groups, brain injury support groups and stroke support groups are so effective – 
because the disease has changed realities for these persons and only those who have gone through the same 
trials can fully understand.     

• Rev. Dezo Schreiner, preaching. 

A Note about the Youth BBQ… 
The youth had a fun time together! They served delicious BBQ to the church members 
after worship. Then, they packed baby layettes to be ready to send them to AMOS for 
Nicaraguan babies! They sorted all donations (cloth-diapers, diaper pins, newborn 
shirts, infant shirts, sleep gowns, socks, hats, blankets) and put each item in a ziplock 
bag. It was not an easy task, especially after serving BBQ. I could see they were tired, 
but they made it! Hurray!! Good job, youth!!! I am so proud of our youth!                    
Blessings, Mariko Prigel 



 

 

 

 

• August 1st— “A Centurion’s Authority”/Special Jazz Patio Concert (6 p.m.) 
• August 3rd— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• August 4th—Wednesday at 7 p.m. Final Virtual Mission Trip to Nicaragua 
• August 7th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• August 8th— “Jesus, Healer of People” 
• August 10th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• August 14th—Saturday 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• August 15th— “The Inclusive Jesus” 
• August 18th—Wednesday Deadline to Request Food from the Food Pantry 
• August 20th—Friday, 1:15-3:15 p.m.—Fill Food Pantry Orders 
• August 21st—Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. – Distribute Food Pantry Orders 
• August 21st—Saturday 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• August 22nd— “Traveling in the Borderlands” 
• August 24th— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 
• August 28th—Saturday at 8 p.m. Young Adults Zoom meeting 
• August 29th— “Keeping Their Distance” 
• August 31st— Congregational Check-in and Bible Study (via Zoom at 10 a.m.) 

TUESDAY CONGREGATIONAL CHECK-IN AND BIBLE STUDY 
We continue to study of The Gospel of Luke online via Zoom! We start by checking in to make 
sure everyone is doing well, and then begin the Bible Study shortly after. Tuesday mornings 
from 10 – 11 am. Each week, the zoom link to this Dialogue and Bible study will be sent to the 
congregation so you can link in. 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 

1.  Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?

pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 

1.   Call 312.626.6799 

2.   Meeting ID: 555 892 911 

3.   Password: 1 

 

The Youth Class will meet at 10 a.m. on Sunday Mornings via Zoom and In-Person. 

SUNDAY JOURNEYS BIBLE STUDY  
On Sundays we meet via Zoom and in person at 9:30am. A rotation of teachers will be 
teaching this interactive class weekly using the Judson Quarterly, ‘Journeys.’ Call the church 
office if you would like the new quarterly mailed to you. 

Method 1 – Video and Audio by Smartphone/Tablet/PC 
1.       Go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?
pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09  
2.       Meeting ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 

Method 2 – Audio ONLY 
1.       Call 312.626.6799 
2.       Meeting ID: 577 204 654 
3.       Password: 1 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/555892911?pwd=SFNmQUIvT0tRaHlDaVYrN3l5bzJVQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/577204654?pwd=SHAzL1kwTmcyYm1PdkdzNVNLNUZ6dz09
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August Birthdays 
 

Bill Betteridge   02 

Nicole Fugitt    03 

Gayle Bradshaw   04 

Cameron Leonard   05 

Benjamin Schreiner   07 

Charlotte Schreiner   07 

Patricia Betteridge   08 

Mark Riles    14 

Diana Parker    15 

Justin Fugitt    18 

Gerri Brown– Roane  20 

Daylin Rodriguez    20 

Victor Velez     21 

Dixie Kelly     23 

Megan Torres    23 

Andy Schreiner    24 

Dalie Ortet     29 

Website:  www.fbckcmo.net 
TO WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE AT 10:50AM ON FACEBOOK AT 

 https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/   
TO WATCH IT ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE GO TO  

http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services  
The services will be posted on our website at 1:00 p.m. 

http://www.fbckcmo.net
https://www.facebook.com/fbckc/
http://fbckcmo.net/worship-services

